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Carleton University                                                                                             Fall 2006
Department of Political Science

PSCI 3206A
The Government and Politics of Western Europe

Lecture: Thursday 11:35 – 2:25
Location: Southam Hall 516 

Instructor: William Biebuyck                                           Email: wbiebucyk@yahoo.com
Office: Loeb C672                                                              Phone: 520-2600 ext. 2790                    
                                                                   Office Hours: Mon and Fri                                             
  
1-3 (or by appointment)

Course Description and Objectives:
  

The goals of this course are two-fold: (i) to familiarize students with the political
institutions and processes of Western Europe (ii) to provide students the theoretical and
historical knowledge that will allow them to understand the rapid transformations in Western
European politics over the last 60 years. As the ‘Politics and Government’ of Western Europe is
such a wide topic, we will focus on select themes that have been integral to the political
development of Western Europe. These will include, for example, the relationship between state
and economy and the shifting centres of political and social power in Western Europe. In
addition to this thematic approach, we will also examine the institutions, social structures and
electoral politics of three European states; the United Kingdom, France, and Germany. Here
students will be given an introduction to the comparative method of inquiry and also provided an
opportunity to compare and contrast the political systems of individual states. By employing two
approaches throughout the course – a traditional comparative method and a more historical/
sociological approach - it is hoped that students will be equipped with more than one way of
interpreting the rapid transformations of European politics over the 20  and 21  Centuries. th st

   
The course is divided into three sections. The first section examines the historical

background of the modern Western European state, as well as the key features of contemporary
European states as they emerged from the rubble of the Second World War.  The second section
of the course focuses on the government and politics of four large and influential states
(mentioned above). In the third section we will examine three recent transformations in
European politics that are relevant for the future of government in Western Europe: challenges to
European democracies; welfare state reform, and European integration.  

Readings:
There is one required text for the course:
(available for purchase in the Carleton Bookstore)

Kesselman (Ed). 2006. European Politics in Transition 5  ed. Houghton Mifflinth

This text will be referred to as “Kesselman” in the course schedule.

Note: all other readings will be placed on reserve in MacOdrum Library or will be otherwise
made available by the instructor
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Assignments and Evaluation:
Mid-term Exam     30% (in class on October 19)
Final Exam                  40% (to be scheduled during formal exam period, Dec. 6 – 22)
Reflection paper          20% (due November 16)
Attendance                  10% (recorded every class)

Mid-Term Examination:
A mid-term exam will be given in class on October 19.  The exam will consist of a combination
of short answers and one essay question. It will cover topics from readings and lectures from the
first half of the course. If attendance on this day poses a problem, you should contact the
instructor immediately.

Final Exam:
The final exam will be held during the scheduled examination period (Dec 6-22). The exam will
be cumulative and will consist of short-answers and 2 short essays. The questions will be drawn
from both readings and lectures.  During preparation for the final it is recommended that
students pay particular attention to the politics of one of the countries covered in the course. At a
minimum, one essay question will require students to apply detailed political knowledge of a
specific state. This task is more easily accomplished by choosing a country at the beginning of
the course and consistently following political developments in that country through a major
daily (newspaper) or periodical. The following is a list of daily newspapers and/or weekly
periodicals (or websites) that offer extensive coverage of international and Western European
politics:
The New York Times   www.nyt.com    (registration free, paper edition also available 
                                                                around Ottawa)
Washington Post     www.washingtonpost.com   (registration free)
Christian Science Monitor  www.csmonitor.com
Economist   (find at library or newsstands)
BBC  www.bbc.co.uk
EUobserver www.euobserver.com  (great site for current news on EU)
The Guardian  www.guardian.co.uk.     

Critical Reflection Essay:
This essay is not intended as a research paper. Rather, it is an opportunity for students to engage
critically with one of the readings from the course. Questions will be provided by the instructor
and not created by the students. While outside sources should be used, they should be selectively
deployed. In other words, the stress is on using a few outside sources to engage the readings we
have done in a substantive/analytical fashion. There is little to be gained from using multiple
sources if the result is mere description. The paper should be between 6-8 pages in length.
Papers are due on November 16 . Topics will be handed out in class on October 26 . Late papersth th

will be penalized 5% per day.

Attendance:
It is expected students attend lectures. It will be difficult, if not impossible, to receive
satisfactory marks on exams without attending class.  Please note: Exams will cover material
from both the readings and lectures. Though lecture will be (partially) used to explain and
discuss readings, they will not duplicate the readings. Therefore, some information will be
presented in lecture that may not be found in the readings (and vice versa).  Attendance will be
recorded at the end of each course. If enrolment permits, we may also adopt a ‘seminar’ format
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for the last hour of select classes. We will discuss this possibility once the course begins.

Returning Assignments:
All assignments (including attendance) will be given a numerical mark and a corresponding
letter grade. Students will have both their mid-term exams and critical essays returned to them in
class. Papers should be handed in on the due date, or before, in class. Late papers may be put in
the drop box outside the Political Science office. Note: Anything that arrives in the drop box
later than 4 p.m is stamped with the next day’s date. 

Schedule: (both the reading list and the dates are subject to change. Any changes will be
announced in class)

Section I – The Making of the Modern Western European State

September 7:  Introduction to Course
· No required readings

September 14: The emergence of the Modern state in Western Europe
· Edward C. Page.  1995.  “Patterns and Diversity in European State Development”

in Governing the New Europe, pp. 9-43.
· Tilly, Charles (ed).  1975.  “Reflections on the History of European State-making”

In The Formation of National States in Western Europe, pp. 3-48.
· Mann, Michael.  1993.  “Chapter 3: A Theory of the Modern State” in The Sources of

Social Power, pp. 44-88.    

September 21: From War at Welfare I: The rise of the “social state” in Europe.
· Kesselman. “Introduction” pp. 17-32.
· Polanyi, Karl. 2001.  “Introduction and Chapters 1-2” in The Great Transformation, pp.

xviii-xxxviii, pp. 3-32.
· Ruggie, John Gerald. 2002. “Embedded Liberalism and postwar regimes” in

Constructing the World Polity, pp. 66-84.

September 28: From War to Welfare II: What is the ‘Welfare State’?
· Rose, Nikolas.  1999.  “Chapter 3: The social” in Reframing Political Thought, pp. 98-

136.
· Esping Anderson. 1990. “Chapters 1 and 2” in The Three Worlds of Welfare Capitalism.

pp. 1-54.
· Kesselman pp. 151-168, 234-247, 331-346.

Section II – The Comparative Approach

October 5: Comparing States I: Institutions and State Development
· Hague and Harrop.  2001.  “Chapter 5: The Comparative Approach” in Political Science:

A Comparative Introduction, pp. 62-76.
· Kesselman pp. (UK) 135- 150, 171-184 (France) 215-232, 249- 267 (Germany) 303-329,

348-365. 

October 12: Comparing States II: Parties and Elections
· Kesselman pp. (UK) 186-201 (France) 268-287 (Germany) 366-368.
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October 19: Mid-Term Examination (in class)
· No assigned readings. Please Study.

Section III – Current Themes in Western European Politics

October 26: Challenges to the European State I: The Extreme/Populist Right
· John Lloyd. 2003.  “The Closing of the European Gates? The New Populist Parties of

Europe” Political Quarterly 74(4): 88-99.
· Mark Neocleous and Nick Startin.  2003.  “’Protest’ and Fail to Survive: Le Pen and the

Great Moving Right Show”  Politics 23(3): 145-55.
· James Newell.  2000.  “Italy: The Extreme Right Comes in from the Cold” 

Parliamentary Affairs: 469-85.

November 2: Challenges to the European State II: Democracy’s Failures
· Jane Freeden.  2004.  “Increasing Women’s Political Representation: The Limits of

Constitutional Reform” West European Politics 27(1): 104-23.
· Paul Hirst. 1990.  “Chapter 2: Representative Democracy and its limits” in

Representative Democracy and its Discontents, pp.22-37.
· The New York Times. November 5, 2005.  “Angry Immigrants Embroil France in Wider

Riots” Section A(2) (available thru Lexis-nexis)
· The New York Times. November 6, 2005.  “France has an underclass, but its roots are

still shallow” Section 1(1) (available thru Lexis-nexis)
· Tedd Robert Gurr.  2000.  “Turks in Germany: From Guestworkers to Ethnoclass”  in

Peoples Versus States, pp. 21-26.

November 9: Neoliberalism: The British case
· Mitchell Dean.  1999.  “Chapter 8: Neoliberalism and Advanced Liberal Government” in

Governmentality: Power and Rule in Modern Society, pp. 146-176.
· Andrew Glyn and Stewart Wood. 2001.  “Chapter 8: New Labour’s Economic Policy”, in

Social Democracy in Neoliberal Times, pp. 200-222.
· Colin Hay and Matthew Watson. 2003  “Chapter 6: Diminishing Expectations: The

Strategic Discourse of Globalization in the Political Economy of New Labour” in A
Ruined Fortress, pp. 147-172.

November 16: European Integration I: Historical Context and Supranationalism
· Peter Stirk.  1996.  “Chapter 4: The Reconstruction of Europe under Superpower

Hegemony 1945-1949” and “Chapter 5: The Years of Growth and the Foundation of the
Communities” in A History of European Integration Since 1914, pp. 83-161.

· Michael O’Neill (Ed).  1996.  “Chapter 2: The Supranational Paradigm” in The Politics
of European Integration: A Reader, pp. 22-53.

November 23: European Integration II: Policies and Institutions of the EU
· Kesselman pp. 72-110.
· Wallace and Wallace (Eds).  2000.  “Chapter 4: The Single Market” and “Chapter 7: The

Common Agricultural Policy” in Policy-Making in the European Union (4  Edition), pp.th

85-114, 179-210.
· Chris Shore.  2000.  “Chapter 2: Creating the People’s Europe: symbols history and
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invented traditions” in Building Europe, pp. 40-64.

November 30: European Integration III: European Integration ‘theory’ and the quest for
explanation

· Wiener and Dietz (Eds). 2004.  “Chapter 4: Liberal Intergovernmentalism”, “Chapter 5:
Governance and Institutional Development” and “Chapter 7: Social Constructivism and
European Integration” in European Integration Theory, pp. 75-94, 97-117, 159-175.

Academic Accommodations

For Students with Disabilities: Students with disabilities requiring academic accommodations in this

course are encouraged to contact the Paul Menton Centre (PMC) for Students with Disabilities (500

University Centre) to complete the necessary forms. After registering with the PMC, make an appointment

to meet with the instructor in order to discuss your needs at least two weeks before the first in-class

test or CUTV midterm exam . This will allow for sufficient time to process your request. Please note the

following deadlines for submitting completed forms to the PMC for formally scheduled exam

accommodations: November 6 , 2006 for fall and fall/winter term courses, and March 9 , 2007 for winterth th

term courses.

For Religious Observance: Students requesting accommodation for religious observances should apply

in writing to their instructor for alternate dates and/or means of satisfying academic requirements. Such

requests should be made during the first two weeks of class, or as soon as possible after the need for

accommodation is known to exist, but no later than two weeks before the compulsory academic event.

Accommodation is to be worked out directly and on an individual basis between the student and the

instructor(s) involved. Instructors will make accommodations in a way that avoids academic disadvantage

to the student. Instructors and students may contact an Equity Services Advisor for assistance

(www.carleton.ca/equity).

For Pregnancy: Pregnant students requiring academic accommodations are encouraged to contact an

Equity Advisor in Equity Services to complete a letter of accommodation. Then, make an appointment to

discuss your needs with the instructor at least two weeks prior to the first academic event in which it is

anticipated the accommodation will be required.

Plagiarism: The Undergraduate Calendar defines plagiarism as: "to use and pass off as one's own idea

or product, work of another without expressly giving credit to another."  The Graduate Calendar states that

plagiarism has occurred when a student either:  (a) directly copies another's work without

acknowledgment; or (b) closely paraphrases the equivalent of a short paragraph or more without

acknowledgment; or (c) borrows, without acknowledgment, any ideas in a clear and recognizable form in

such a way as to present them as the student's own thought, where such ideas, if they were the student's

own would contribute to the merit of his or her own work.  Instructors who suspect plagiarism are required

to submit the paper and supporting documentation to the Departmental Chair who will refer the case to the

Dean.   It is not permitted to hand in the same assignment to two or more courses. The Department's Style

Guide is available at:  www.carleton.ca/polisci/undergrad/styleguide.pdf

Oral Examination: At the discretion of the instructor, students may be required to pass a brief oral

examination on research papers and essays.

Submission and Return of Term Work: Papers must be handed directly to the instructor and will not be

date-stamped in the departmental office. Late assignments may be submitted to the drop box in the

corridor outside B640 Loeb. Assignments will be retrieved every business day at 4 p.m., stamped with that

day's date, and then distributed to the instructor.  For essays not returned in class please attach a

stamped, self-addressed envelope if you wish to have your assignment returned by mail.  Please note

that assignments sent via fax or email will not be accepted. Final exams are intended solely for the

purpose of evaluation and will not be returned.
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Approval of final grades: Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor subject to the

approval of the Faculty Dean. This means that grades submitted by an instructor may be subject to

revision. No grades are final until they have been approved by the Dean.

Course Requirements: Students must fulfill all course requirements in order to achieve a passing grade. 

Failure to hand in any assignment will result in a grade of F.  Failure to write the final exam will result in a

grade of ABS. FND (Failure B No Deferred) is assigned when a student's performance is so poor during

the term that they cannot pass the course even with 100% on the final examination. In such cases,

instructors may use this notation on the Final Grade Report to indicate that a student has already failed

the course due to inadequate term work and should not be permitted access to a deferral of the

examination. Deferred final exams are available ONLY if the student is in good standing in the course.

Connect Email Accounts: The Department of Political Science strongly encourages students to sign up

for a campus email account. Important course and University information will be distributed via the

Connect email system. See http://connect.carleton.ca for instructions on how to set up your account.
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