
CARLETON UNIVERSITY      Summer 2007 
Department of Political Science 
 

PSCI 3307A 
The Politics of Human Rights  

Tuesdays and Thursdays, 2:35 pm – 5:25 pm 
134 University Centre  

 
Instructor: Daniel Aguirre    
Telephone: (613) 520-2600 x1598   
E-mail: daguirre@connect.carleton.ca 
Office:  B646 Loeb 
Office  Hrs:  Mondays, 11:00 am – 1:00 pm 
 
Prerequisites:   
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION AND OBJECTIVES 
 
This course is conducted in bi-weekly three-hour seminars that will involve lectures, 
discussion and presentations on the selected subjects concerning the politics of human 
rights.  This course will address the role of politics in the development and 
implementation of international human rights law.  Moreover, it will analyze the 
increasing influence that human rights law is having on domestic and international 
politics in an interdependent world.  The course will be both theoretical and political in 
examining the development, implementation and enforcement of international human 
rights law within an emerging global system of international relations.  The focus is on 
the ways in which human rights law now influences political decision- making, its affect 
on domestic sovereignty, and the manner in which global politics inhibits or encourages 
the promotion of a cooperative legal order based on the realization of human rights.  The 
course will outline the development and philosophical origins of human rights law, the 
United Nations system, the three generations of human rights, international peace and 
security, international economic relations, international development and the 
environment.      
 
OBJECTIVES 
 
The course has four (4) objectives: 
 

1. The main objective is to provide students with an understanding of the legal 
and political development of human rights law in a global context.    

 
2. To explore the different dimensions and meanings of politics, the form of 

power that operate under these conditions and their implications for human 
rights. 
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3. To engage with some of the debates about human rights law and the 
challenges faced promoting international cooperation.   

 
4. To apply legal and political frameworks to concrete issues facing the 

international community today. 
 
 
COURSE READINGS 
 
There is no set textbook for the course. ALL course material will be placed in the 
reserves section of MacOdrum Library. When looking for material on reserve, you may 
want to check under the author and title, and not just the course number, as readings may 
be on hold for more than one course.  A list of readings will be circulated in week 1. 
 
COURSE FORMAT 
 
This course will consist of a lecture and a discussion each week. Lectures are intended to 
clarify, augment and assess critically the course readings. The readings have been 
selected to challenge and provoke you with a variety of images, perspectives and 
unconventional ideas. Reading assignments must be completed on time and used to 
generate comments and questions in class and in tutorials. Some of the readings will be 
specifically reviewed in my lectures but much of it will not; you are nevertheless 
responsible for them. Guest lecturers may be invited for particular topics. 
 
Students are required to write ONE (1) term paper.  Please be reminded that late papers 
will be heavily penalized.  (In cases of serious illness, an explanatory note from a 
physician is required.)  Late penalties will be one grade per day (eg. A becomes B after 
24 hours).  There will be student presentations in each class starting in week 3 (Class #7).   
 
NB: Success in this course rests on the maximum attention given to the course 
materials. 
 
EVALUATION AND GRADING 
 
Attendance and Participation    20% 
Term Paper      40% (due August 2) 
Presentation      40% 
 
Attendance and Participation 
Regular attendance is essential.  Participation marks will also be awarded based on 
insightful contributions to class discussion.   
 
Term Paper 
The Term Paper is 2500 – 4000 words.  Proper referencing is essential. A more detailed 
guideline sheet regarding the term papers will be handed out later in the term.   
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Presentation  
Presentations will be group projects.  The project will develop important teamwork and 
organizational skills.  Students will make presentations on subjects related to weekly 
topics beginning in week 3.  The presentations will be followed by questions and 
discussion led by the presenters.  Evaluation is based on the presentation’s completeness 
concerning the facts, the ability to clearly relate issues of human rights law and politics, 
and on the organization and division of workload. 
 
.   
IMPORTANT INFORMATION 
 

1. Assignments sent by fax to the Department will NOT be accepted. 
2. Essays are to be submitted to the instructor only. 
3. Always retain a hard copy of the work you submit. 
4. Essays will be returned by the instructor in class only. You must attend that 

class in order to receive your graded essay. You may submit a stamped, self-
addressed envelope with your essay in order to ensure its safe return to you 
after it has been graded. 

5. All final grades are subject to the Dean’s approval, meaning that the mark you 
receive from the course instructor may be altered.. It is not permitted to 
hand in the same assignment to two or more courses. 

6. At the discretion of the instructor, students may be required to pass a brief oral 
examination on research papers and essays. This provision is intended to 
allow the instructor to evaluate suspected cases of plagiarism or other 
problems with papers. Please read carefully the information regarding 
Instructional Offences and Offences of Conduct on pp. 61-64 of the 
Undergraduate Calendar. 

 
Grades: 
In accordance with the Carleton University Undergraduate Calendar (p 43), the letter 
grades assigned in this course will have the following percentage equivalents: 
 
A+ = 90-100  B+ = 77-79  C+ = 67-69  D+ = 56-59 
A   = 85-89  B   = 73-76  C   = 63-66  D   = 53-56 
A - = 80-84  B - = 70-72  C - = 60-62  D - = 50-52 
F    = Below 50       WDN = Withdrawn from the course 
ABS = Student absent from final exam 
DEF = Deferred (See above) 
FND = (Failed, no Deferred) = Student could not pass the course even with 100% on 
final exam. 
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COURSE OUTLINE 
 
Section 1: Introduction to Concepts and Challenges  
 
July 3rd, 2007: Class 1. Introduction and Course Overview 
 
Required reading:  
 
Ignatieff, Michael (2000). I. Human Rights as Politics, in The Tanner Lectures on Human 
Values, available at: http://www.tannerlectures.utah.edu/lectures/Ignatieff_01.pdf. 
 
Also available in Ignatieff, Michael and Amy Gutmann (2001). Human rights as politics 
and idolatry. Princeton, N.J.: Princeton University Press. 
 
Waldron, Jeremy (1987). Nonsense Upon Stilts. London: Methuen, chapters 1-5. 
 
July 5th: Class 2. Sovereignty, Power and Human Rights 
Required Readings:  
 
Tony Evans, ‘Introduction: Power, Hegemony, and the Universalization of Human 
Rights’ in Tony Evans, eds., Human Rights Fifty Years On: A Critical Appraisal. New 
York: St. Martin’s Press, 1998. 
 
Donnelly, Jack. Universal Human Rights in Theory and Practice. Chapter 1 
 
July 10th: Class 3. The Implementation of and Obstacles to Human Rights 
 
Brainstorming on Essay Topics; Discussion of Presentations. 
 
July 12th: Class 4. The Political Economy of Human Rights  
 
McGrew, Anthony G. (1998). Human rights in a global age: Coming to terms with 
globalization, in Evans, Tony (ed.) Human Rights 50 Years On: A Reappraisal. 
Manchester: Manchester UP (chapter 8). 
 
Falk, Richard. “Interpreting the Interaction of Global Markets and Human Rights,” in 
Brysk, Allison (ed.) Globalization and Human Rights (University of California Press, 
2002) Chapter 3 p.61 
 
Donnelly, Jack, “Globalizing Flows and State Power,” in Brysk, Allison (ed.) 
Globalization and Human Rights (University of California Press, 2002) Chapter 11 
 
UN Commission on Human Rights, Globalization and its impact on the Full Enjoyment of 
Human Rights.  Report of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (2002) UN Doc. 
E/CN.4/2002/54 
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July 17th: Class 5.  Human Rights, Culture and Universality 
 
Required Readings: 
Ignatieff, Michael., Human Rights as Politics and Idolatry Ch. “Human Rights as 
Idolatry” P.53-98 (on Reserve) 
 
Sen, Amartya., Development as Freedom (Oxford,1999) Ch. 10 “Culture and Human 
Rights” p.227 (on Reserve) 
 
Chris Brown, ‘Universal Human Rights: A Critique’ in T. Dunne and N. Wheeler, eds., 
Human Rights in Global Politics. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1999. 
 
Section 2: Global Governance 
 
July 19th: Class 6. Human Rights and Governance 
 
Pogge, Thomas (fall 2000). The Moral Demands of Global Justice, Dissent, 37-43. 
 
Held, David.  Taming Globalization: Frontiers of Governance (Polity Press, 2003) 
Introduction p1-18 and Chapter 5 p.130   
 
July 24th: Class 7. Humanitarian Intervention 
 
Axworthy, Lloyd (2001). Human Security and Global Governance: Putting People First, 
Global Governance, 7, 19-23. 
 
Ayoob, Mohammed (2001). Humanitarian Intervention and International Security, 
Global Governance, 7, 225-230. 
 
Beitz, Charles (2001). Human Rights as a Common Concern, American Political Science 
Review, 75, 269-282. 
 
Sandholtz. Humanitarian Intervention: “Global Enforcement of Human Rights?” in 
Brysk, Allison (ed.) Globalization and Human Rights (University of California Press, 
2002) Ch. 10 
 
July 26th: Class 8: Human Rights and Development 
 
Alston, Philip (2005). Ships Passing in the Night: The Current State of the Human Rights 
and Development Debate seen through the Lens of the Millennium Development Goals, 
Human Rights Quarterly, 27, 755-829. 
 
Golub, Stephen., “Less Law and Reform, More Politics and Enforcement,” in Alston and 
Robinson (eds.) Human Rights and Development (Oxford University Press, 2005) 
p.p.297 
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July 31st: Class 9.  Labour and Migration 
 
Readings to be announced. 
 
August 2nd: Class 10. Human Rights and the Environment 
Essays Due! 
 
Shelton, Dinah., “Environmental Rights” in Alston, Phillip (ed.) Peoples’ Rights (Oxford, 
2001)   
Selections from Mahoney, Kathleen and Paul Mahoney (eds.) (1993), Human Rights in 
theTwenty-First Century: A Global Challenge. Boston: Matinus Nijhoff: 
Simon, Kiss, and Trindade in section 4c (the right to environment). 
 
August 7th: Class 11.  Economic Social and Cultural Rights Implementation in 
Africa 
Craven. The Justiciability of Economic Social and Cultural Rights. (On Reserve)  

Soobramoney v Minister of Health (Kwazulu-Natal) (CCT32/97) 1998 (1) SA 765 (CC); 
1997 (12) BCLR 1696; [1997] ZACC 17 (27 November 1997) CONSTITUTIONAL 
COURT OF SOUTH AFRICA  

The Social and Economic Rights Action Center and the Center for Economic and Social 
Rights v. Nigeria. African Commission for Human Rights 155/96 
 
August 9th: Class 12. Human Rights and Civil Society  
 
Film: Venezuela: History of the 4th World War 
 
Required Reading 
Brysk, Allison (ed.) Globalization and Human Rights (University of California Press, 
2002) Ch. 7-8, pp.133-170 
 
Rajagopal, B., “Recoding Resistance:  Social Movements and the Challenge to 
International Law,” in International Law from Below (Cambridge University Press, 2003) 
p.233-271  
 
 

 
Academic Accommodations 
 
For Students with Disabilities: Students with disabilities requiring academic accommodations in 
this course are encouraged to contact the Paul Menton Centre (PMC) for Students with 
Disabilities (500 University Centre) to complete the necessary forms. After registering with the 
PMC, make an appointment to meet with the instructor in order to discuss your needs at least 
two weeks before the first in-class test or CUTV midterm exam. This will allow for sufficient 
time to process your request. Please note the following deadlines for submitting completed forms 
to the PMC for formally scheduled exam accommodations: June 8, 2007 for June examinations, 
and July 27, 2007 for August examinations. 
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For Religious Observance: Students requesting accommodation for religious observances 
should apply in writing to their instructor for alternate dates and/or means of satisfying academic 
requirements. Such requests should be made during the first two weeks of class, or as soon as 
possible after the need for accommodation is known to exist, but no later than two weeks before 
the compulsory academic event. Accommodation is to be worked out directly and on an individual 
basis between the student and the instructor(s) involved. Instructors will make accommodations 
in a way that avoids academic disadvantage to the student. Instructors and students may contact 
an Equity Services Advisor for assistance (www.carleton.ca/equity). 
 
For Pregnancy: Pregnant students requiring academic accommodations are encouraged to 
contact an Equity Advisor in Equity Services to complete a letter of accommodation. Then, make 
an appointment to discuss your needs with the instructor at least two weeks prior to the first 
academic event in which it is anticipated the accommodation will be required. 
 
Plagiarism: The Undergraduate Calendar defines plagiarism as: "to use and pass off as one's 
own idea or product, work of another without expressly giving credit to another."  The Graduate 
Calendar states that plagiarism has occurred when a student either:  (a) directly copies another's 
work without acknowledgment; or (b) closely paraphrases the equivalent of a short paragraph or 
more without acknowledgment; or (c) borrows, without acknowledgment, any ideas in a clear and 
recognizable form in such a way as to present them as the student's own thought, where such 
ideas, if they were the student's own would contribute to the merit of his or her own work.  
Instructors who suspect plagiarism are required to submit the paper and supporting 
documentation to the Departmental Chair who will refer the case to the Dean.   It is not permitted 
to hand in the same assignment to two or more courses. The Department's Style Guide is 
available at:  www.carleton.ca/polisci/undergrad/styleguide.pdf 
 
Oral Examination: At the discretion of the instructor, students may be required to pass a brief 
oral examination on research papers and essays. 
 
Submission and Return of Term Work: Papers must be handed directly to the instructor and 
will not be date-stamped in the departmental office. Late assignments may be submitted to the 
drop box in the corridor outside B640 Loeb. Assignments will be retrieved every business day at 4 
p.m., stamped with that day's date, and then distributed to the instructor.  For essays not returned 
in class please attach a stamped, self-addressed envelope if you wish to have your assignment 
returned by mail.  Please note that assignments sent via fax or email will not be accepted. Final 
exams are intended solely for the purpose of evaluation and will not be returned. 
 
Approval of final grades: Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor subject to 
the approval of the Faculty Dean. This means that grades submitted by an instructor may be 
subject to revision. No grades are final until they have been approved by the Dean. 
 
Course Requirements: Students must fulfill all course requirements in order to achieve a 
passing grade.  Failure to hand in any assignment will result in a grade of F.  Failure to write the 
final exam will result in a grade of ABS. FND (Failure B No Deferred) is assigned when a 
student's performance is so poor during the term that they cannot pass the course even with 
100% on the final examination. In such cases, instructors may use this notation on the Final 
Grade Report to indicate that a student has already failed the course due to inadequate term 
work and should not be permitted access to a deferral of the examination. Deferred final exams 
are available ONLY if the student is in good standing in the course. 
 
Connect Email Accounts: The Department of Political Science strongly encourages students to 
sign up for a campus email account. Important course and University information will be 
distributed via the Connect email system. See http://connect.carleton.ca for instructions on how to 
set up your account. 
 


	Section 1: Introduction to Concepts and Challenges 
	Section 2: Global Governance
	July 26th: Class 8: Human Rights and Development

