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Carleton University                           Summer 2006
Department of Political Science

Politics of Human Rights
PSCI 3307 A

Tuesdays and Thursdays, 9:35 -12:25
C164 Loeb

Instructor: Scott Streiner, Ph.D.

The instructor is a graduate of Carleton's Political Science Department who worked for a
decade at the Canadian Human Rights Commission.  He is currently Vice President,
Program Delivery with the Canadian Environmental Assessment Agency.  

Phone: 520-2600 x2761 (no voicemail)
E-mail: scottstreiner@yahoo.com.  
Office hours: Tuesday and Thursday from 9:00 to 9:30 or by appointment. 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

The notion of human rights has attained tremendous cachet in recent years and plays an
increasingly important role in political debates.   

This course will examine the development of human rights as an idea, look at how that idea
has been applied in practice in international and domestic politics, and consider where the
rights discourse may be headed.

The course is not intended merely to impart information, but also to engage students in
critical reflection and debates on both the theory of human rights and the role “rights talk”
plays in politics. 

Classes will generally involve opening and concluding remarks from the instructor and a
series of presentations by students.  Guest speakers and films will also be included from
time to time. 

Grades

Grades will be based on the following:

· In-class presentation: 25%
· Paper: 35%
· Final exam: 40%

Please note that where term work is incomplete, a final grade of “F” will be assigned in
accordance with Academic Regulation 2.1.

While the size of the class makes it difficult to give a separate class participation grade,
regular attendance and active engagement in class discussions will be considered in a
general way in the assignment of the final mark.

mailto:scottstreiner@yahoo.com
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Presentation

Students will make presentations in classes 4 to 12 on assigned readings. Presenters
should quickly summarize their reading, provide a critical analysis of its main arguments,
and identify key questions it raises for further class discussion.  The presentation should not
attempt to give every detail of the reading (which all students should already have read) but
rather, draw out points for reflection and discussion.    

Where a reading is presented by one student, the presentation should last no more than 8
minutes.  Where a reading is co-presented by two students, the joint presentation should
last no more than 12 minutes.  These time limits will be strictly enforced.  

Students are encouraged to use presentation aids such as PowerPoint as a complement to
(but not a substitute for) well-structured, insightful presentations.  Marks will be influenced
by both the content of presentations and the effectiveness of communication.  

You should not hesitate to access available resources as you get prepare for your
presentation.  These include the TA, Carleton’s Student Academic Success Centre
(http://www.carleton.ca/sasc/), and a wide variety of websites that you can find by searching
“presentation skills” or “presentation tips.”  

Paper

The paper will be relatively succinct (10-12 double-spaced pages) and will explore a key
question related to human rights.  It can – but does not have to -- cover the same material
as the student's in-class presentation.  A list of paper topics will be handed out during the
first class.  Students must choose their topic from this list.

Papers must be submitted by June 15. In recognition of the pressures created by the
shortened spring semester, one class (May 25) will be dedicated largely to discussing
paper topics.

Late submission of papers will result in a penalty of two-thirds of a letter grade (e.g., B to
C+) per day, with weekends counting as two days.  Assignments must be submitted in
paper form either to the instructor in class or via the Department of Political Science drop
slot (staff will date-stamp assignments).  Assignments sent by fax to the department will not
be accepted.  Please remember that it is not acceptable to hand in the same assignment for
two or more courses, and that plagiarism – including use without attribution of material
obtained on-line – is a serious academic offence that can result in severe penalties. 

Exam

The final exam will be two hours in length and will involve a number of short-answer
questions aimed mainly at assessing basic knowledge, and two mini-essays (chosen from a
list of four topics).  The exam will be held during the regular exam period at the end of the
semester (June 28 – 30).

Accommodation

Carleton University is committed to providing equity in its educational programs and
services through, among other things, reasonable accommodation for needs related to 

http://www.carleton.ca/sasc/
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disability, religion, pregnancy, etc.   Accommodation needs should be discussed with the
instructor at the earliest possible date.  Should you require an accommodation with respect
to assignments or exams because of a disability, you are encouraged to contact the Paul
Menton Centre, whose staff can help you document your needs and identify options (please
see attached sheet for further details).

Readings

Note: All readings are required unless otherwise indicated.

Students should access all readings available electronically themselves.  This includes
readings for which a website address has been provided, as well as most journal readings,
which can be accessed on-line by Carleton students at no charge through MUSE and
JSTOR.  Please speak to library staff if you have any questions on the procedures for doing
so.

All remaining readings have been placed on reserve at the library.  

CLASS SCHEDULE

CLASS 1 May 18
Introduction: Human Rights and Contemporary Politics

Ignatieff, Michael (2000).  I. Human Rights as Politics, in The Tanner Lectures on Human
Values, available as first 35 HTML pages at:
http://www.tannerlectures.utah.edu/lectures/Ignatieff_01.pdf.

Also available in Ignatieff, Michael and Amy Gutmann (2001).  Human rights as politics
and idolatry.  Princeton, N.J.: Princeton University Press.

CLASS  2 May 23
Philosophical Origins

Waldron, Jeremy (1987). Nonsense Upon Stilts. London: Methuen, chapters 1-5.

CLASS 3 May 25
Discussion of central themes and paper topics

This class will have three parts:

· Viewing of a film on human rights
· Three 20-minute, small-group discussions of the paper topics to help students

choose their preferred topic and get a head-start on thinking about the
perspectives they wish to write about

· “Reporting-out” from the small groups and all-class discussion of some of the
issues that arose. 

http://www.tannerlectures.utah.edu/lectures/Ignatieff_01.pdf
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CLASS 4 May 30
International Enshrinement 

Donnelly, Jack (1993). International Human Rights. Boulder, CO: Westview.
Chapter 4 and appendix (Universal Declaration of Human Rights).

Morinsk, Johannes (1993). World War Two and the Universal Declaration, Human Rights
Quarterly, 15, 357-405.

Evans, Tony (1998), Introduction: Power, Hegemony, and the Universalization of Human
Rights, in Evans, Tony (ed.) Human Rights 50 Years On: A Reappraisal. Manchester:
Manchester UP (chapter 1).

CLASS 5 June 1
Domestic Enshrinement

Abella, Rosalie (1993). From Civil Liberties to Human Rights: Acknowledging the
Differences, in Mahoney, Kathleen and Paul Mahoney (eds.), Human Rights in the Twenty-
First Century: A Global Challenge. Boston: Matinus Nijhoff.

Vizkelety, Beatrice (1987). Proving Discrimination in Canada. Toronto: Carswell, chapters 1
and 2.

Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms.  Available at http://laws.justice.gc.ca/en/charter.

Optional: 

Hucker, John (1997). Anti-Discrimination Laws in Canada: Human Rights Commissions and
the Search for Equality, Human Rights Quarterly, 19, 541-571.

Canadian Human Rights Act. Available at http://laws.justice.gc.ca/en/H-6/.

CLASS 6 June 6
The Universality Debate

O'Manique, John (1990). Universal and Inalienable Human Rights: A Search for
Foundations, Human Rights Quarterly, 12, 465-485.

Perry, Michael J. (1997). Are Human Rights Universal? The Relativist Challenge and
Related Matters, Human Rights Quarterly, 19, 461-509.

Pollis, Adamantia and Peter Schwab (1979). Human Rights: A Western Construct with
Limited Applicability, in Pollis and Schwab (eds.), Human Rights: Cultural and Ideological
Perspectives. NY: Praeger.

Pollis, Adamantia (1996). Cultural Relativism Revisited: Through a State Prism, Human
Rights Quarterly, 18, 316-344.
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CLASS 7 June 8
Human Rights, Global Inequalities, and Development 

McGrew, Anthony G. (1998). Human rights in a global age: Coming to terms with
globalization, in Evans, Tony (ed.) Human Rights 50 Years On: A Reappraisal. Manchester:
Manchester UP (chapter 8).

Pogge, Thomas (fall 2000). The Moral Demands of Global Justice, Dissent, 37-43.

Alston, Philip (2005). Ships Passing in the Night: The Current State of the Human Rights
and Development Debate seen through the Lens of the Millennium Development Goals,
Human Rights Quarterly, 27, 755-829.

Hamm, Brigitte I. (2001). A Human Rights Approach to Development, 
Human Rights Quarterly, 23, 1005-1031.

CLASS 8 June 13
Humanitarian Intervention 

Axworthy, Lloyd (2001). Human Security and Global Governance: Putting People First,
Global Governance, 7, 19-23.

Ayoob, Mohammed (2001). Humanitarian Intervention and International Security, Global
Governance, 7, 225-230.

Beitz, Charles (2001). Human Rights as a Common Concern, American Political Science
Review, 75, 269-282.

Ralph, Jason (2005). International Society, the International Criminal Court and American
Foreign Policy, Review of International Studies, 31, 27-44.

Optional: 

The Responsibility to Protect: Report of the International Commission on Intervention and
State Sovereignty (2001), Synopsis and chapters 1 and 2.  Available at
http://www.iciss.ca/pdf/Commission-Report.pdf.

CLASS 9 June 15
Human Rights and Terrorism

Dworkin, Ronald (November 2003). Terror and the Attack on Civil Liberties, New York
Review of Books.

Hoffman, Paul (2004). Human Rights and Terrorism, Human Rights Quarterly, 26, 932-955.

International Commission of Jurists (2005) The Berlin Declaration, Human Rights Quarterly,
27, 350-356.

Kasher, Asa (2005). Assassination and Preventive Killing, SAIS Review, 25, 41-57.

http://www.iciss.ca/pdf/Commission-Report.pdf
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CLASS 10 June 20
Charter and Systemic Equality Debates in Canada

Mandel, Michael (1994). The Charter of Rights and the Legalization of Politics in Canada.
Toronto: Thomson, chapters 1 and 2.

Handman, Suzanne and Karen Jensen (1999). Pay Equity in Canada: An Overview,
Canadian Labour and Employment Law Journal, 7, 65-89.

Scott Streiner (2002). Principles, Politics, Human Rights, in Sherry Ferguson and Leslie
Shade, Civic Discourse and Cultural Politics in Canada: A Cacophony of Voices. NY: Ablex
2002.

CLASS 11 June 22
Food, Health, and the Environment as Human Rights

Selections from Mahoney, Kathleen and Paul Mahoney (eds.) (1993), Human Rights in the
Twenty-First Century: A Global Challenge. Boston: Matinus Nijhoff:

· Robertson, Eide, and MacDonald in sections 4a (the right to food)
· Leary and Wickler in section 4b (the right to health)
· Simon, Kiss, and Trindade in section 4c (the right to environment).

WEEK 12 June 27
New Actors, New Accountabilities

Thomas, Caroline (1998). International financial institutions and social and economic
human rights: an exploration, in Evans, Tony (ed.) Human Rights 50 Years On: A
Reappraisal. Manchester: Manchester UP (chapter 7). 

Jochnick, Chris (1999).  Confronting the Impunity of Non-State Actors: New Fields for the
Promotion of Human Rights, Human Rights Quarterly, 21, 56-79.

Megret, Frederic (2003). The UN as a Human Rights Violator? Some Reflections on the
United Nations Changing Human Rights Responsibilities, Human Rights Quarterly, 25, 314-
342.

Skogly, Sigrun (2002). Transnational Human Rights Obligations, Human Rights Quarterly,
24, 781-798.

Academic Accommodations

For Students with Disabilities: Students with disabilities requiring academic accommodations in

this course are encouraged to contact the Paul Menton Centre (PMC) for Students with Disabilities

(500 University Centre) to complete the necessary forms. After registering with the PMC, make an

appointment to meet with the instructor in order to discuss your needs at least two w eeks before

the first in-class test or CUTV midterm exam . This will allow for sufficient time to process your

request. Please note the fo llowing deadlines for submitting completed forms to the PMC for formally

scheduled exam accommodations: June 2, 2006 for June examinations, and July 21, 2006 for

August examinations.
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For Religious Observance: Students requesting accommodation for religious observances should

apply in writing to their instructor for alternate dates and/or means of satisfying academic

requirements. Such requests should be made during the first two weeks of class, or as soon as

possible after the need for accommodation is known to exist, but no later than two weeks before the

compulsory academic event. Accommodation is to be worked out directly and on an individual basis

between the student and the instructor(s) involved. Instructors will make accommodations in a way

that avoids academic disadvantage to the student. Instructors and students may contact an Equity

Services Advisor for assistance (www.carleton.ca/equity).

For Pregnancy: Pregnant students requiring academic accommodations are encouraged to contact

an Equity Advisor in Equity Services to complete a letter of accommodation. Then, make an

appointment to discuss your needs with the instructor at least two weeks prior to the first academic

event in which it is anticipated the accommodation will be required.

Plagiarism: The Undergraduate Calendar defines plagiarism as: "to use and pass off as one's own

idea or product, work of another without expressly giving credit to another."  The Graduate Calendar

states that plagiarism has occurred when a student either:  (a) directly copies another's work without

acknowledgment; or (b) closely paraphrases the equivalent of a short paragraph or more without

acknowledgment; or (c) borrows, without acknowledgment, any ideas in a clear and recognizable

form in such a way as to present them as the student's own thought, where such ideas, if they were

the student's own would contribute to the merit of his or her own work.  Instructors who suspect

plagiarism are required to submit the paper and supporting documentation to the Departmental

Chair who will refer the case to the Dean.   It is not permitted to hand in the same assignment to two

or more courses. The Department's Style Guide is available at: 

www.carleton.ca/polisci/undergrad/styleguide.pdf

Oral Examination: At the discretion of the instructor, students may be required to pass a brief oral

examination on research papers and essays.

Submission and Return of Term Work: Papers must be handed directly to the instructor and will

not be date-stamped in the departmental office. Late assignments may be submitted to the drop

box in the corridor outside B640 Loeb. Assignments will be retrieved every business day at 4 p.m.,

stamped with that day's date, and then distributed to the instructor.  For essays not returned in class

please attach a stamped, self-addressed envelope if you wish to have your assignment returned

by mail.  Please note that assignments sent via fax or email will not be accepted. Final exams are

intended solely for the purpose of evaluation and will not be returned.

Approval of final grades: Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor, subject to

the approval of the Faculty Dean.

Course Requirements: Students must fulfill all course requirements in order to achieve a passing

grade.  Failure to hand in any assignment will result in a grade of F.  Failure to write the final exam

will result in a grade of ABS. FND (Failure B No Deferred) is assigned when a student's performance

is so poor during the term that they cannot pass the course even with 100% on the final

examination. In such cases, instructors may use this notation on the Final Grade Report to indicate

that a student has already failed the course due to inadequate term work and should not be

permitted access to a deferral of the examination. Deferred final exams are available ONLY if the

student is in good standing in the course.

Connect Email Accounts: The Department of Political Science strongly encourages students to

sign up for a campus email account. Important course and University information will be distributed

via the Connect email system. See http://connect.carleton.ca for instructions on how to set up your

account.
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