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Department of Political Science 

 

 

PSCI 3308A 

Modern Political Thought 

6:05pm-8:55pm Tuesday and Thursday 

Tory Building 340 

 

Instructor: Aysegul Ergul 

Office: Loeb C660 

Office Hours: Tuesday 4:30pm-5:30pm, Tuesday and Thursday 

Email: aergul@connect.carleton.ca 

Office tel.: (613) 520-2600 x1424 (no voicemail) 

 

This course looks at some of the most influential political theory texts of the 17
th

, 18
th

 and 19
th

 

century. It focuses on the tensions, disputes and contradictions developed within modern political 

thought. The course examines the issues of the public and private distinction, the subject and 

object separation, the defining characteristics of modern subject, the notion of the political, the 

relation between morality and legality, the political and the ethical, legitimacy and authenticity, 

heart and mind, the artifact and nature, freedom and equality. The course proceeds by close 

textual and contextual study of philosophical texts. A theoretical approach will be adopted in the 

course. 

 

The main objectives of the course are to give students an understanding of the overall character 

of modern condition and “what is to be modern” and also to discuss the possibilities of 

developing new ways of thinking to deal with contemporary issues through looking back into 

political philosophy texts. 

 

Prerequisite: third‐year standing. 

 

Required Books:  

 

Locke, John., Second Treatise of Government, C.B. Macpherson (ed.) (Indianapolis: Hackett, 

1980).  

 

Rousseau, Jean‐Jacques., The First and Second Discourses,  Judith R. Masters and Roger D. 

Masters (trans.),Roger D. Masters (ed.) (New York: St. Martin‟s Press, 1964).  

 

Rousseau, Jean‐Jacques., On the Social Contract, Donald A. Cress (trans. and ed.) (Indianapolis: 

Hackett Publishing Company, 1987).   

 

Kant, Immanuel., Groundwork of the Metaphysics of Morals, Mary Gregor (trans. and ed.) 

(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1998). 
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Recommended Texts: 

 

Arendt, Hannah., The Human Condition (Chicago: the University of Chicago Press, 1998). 

Berman, Marshall., All That is Solid Melts into Air (New York: Penguin, 1988). 

 

Course Requirements: 

Participation: 10% 

Short Paper (due at the beginning of class on Tuesday, July 29): 40% 

Final Essay (due at the beginning of class on Tuesday, August 12): 50% 

 

Short Paper: Short essay questions will be handed out on Tuesday, July 8. It is due at the 

beginning of the class on Tuesday, July 29. The essay will be 10-15 double-spaced pages. It will 

be graded on the basis of criteria including an overall grasp of the topic under discussion, clarity, 

justification of the arguments, clear evidence of connections, organization and reflection on the 

course readings. There is no requirement of the use of secondary sources.  

 

Final Essay: Essay questions will be handed out on Thursday, July 24. It is due on Tuesday, 

August 12. The essay will be 18-25 double-spaced pages. The same criteria for the short paper 

apply to the final paper. Essays should be submitted at the beginning of class. All papers 

received after the beginning of class will be subjected to a late penalty. 

 

Policy regarding late papers: A penalty of one half point per day will be imposed on all late 

papers not excused by a doctor‟s certificate. Unless you have documentation proving that serious 

unforeseen circumstances, such as illness or family affliction, have arisen, you can expect the 

penalty to be applied. Final papers will not be accepted after Tuesday, August 19
th

 which is the 

last day of exam period for the late summer term. 

 

Please also note the following:  

‐ Late essays not submitted directly to the instructor must be placed in the drop‐box in the 

Political Science Office, Loeb B640. They will be date‐stamped. The drop‐box is emptied every 

weekday at 4 p.m. and all items collected at that time are date‐stamped with that day‟s date. 

Essays placed in the drop‐box after working hours are date‐stamped the following day.  

‐ Assignments sent by fax to the Department of Political Science will not be accepted.  

‐ It is not acceptable to hand in the same assignment for two or more courses.  

‐ The Undergraduate Calendar states “To obtain credit in a course, students must meet all the 

course requirements for attendance, term work, and examinations.” (Academic Regulation [AR] 

2.1) The grade of „F‟ will be assigned where term work is incomplete.  
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Schedule of Readings: 

  

July 3          Introduction; Film by Luis Bunuel, The Discreet Charm of Bourgeoisie  

 

July 8          “Perhaps gentlemen, you are wondering if I am insane? Allow me to explain. I  

                    agree that man is primarily a creative animal, destined to strive consciously toward  

                    a goal and to engage in the art of engineering, that is, externally and incessantly,  

                    building new roads for himself wherever they lead. But sometimes he may want to \    

                    swerve  aside precisely because he is compelled to build these roads, and perhaps  

                    also because no matter how stupid the spontaneous man of action may generally be,  

                     nevertheless it sometimes occurs to him that the road, as it turns out, almost always  

                     leads to somewhere or other, and that the main thing isn’t so much where it goes,  

                     but the fact that it does, and that the well-behaved child, disregarding the art of  

                     engineering, should not yield to pernicious idleness which, as is well-known  

                     constitutes the mother of vices. Man loves to create and build roads; that is  

                     indisputable. But why is he also so passionately fond of destruction and chaos? …  

                     Isn’t the reason, perhaps, that he is so fond of destruction and chaos (after all, it is  

                     indisputable that he sometimes really loves it, and that it is a fact) that he himself  

                     has an instinctive fear of achieving his goal and completing the project under  

                     construction? How do we know if perhaps he loves his building only from afar, but  

                     not from close up; perhaps he only likes building it, but not living in it…     

                                                                                              Dostoevsky, Notes from Underground 

        

        Marshall Berman., “Introduction,” All That is Solid Melts into Air  

        Hannah Arendt, “The Vita Activa and the Modern Age,” The Human Condition 

          

July 10        “The liberty of man, in society, is to be under no other legislative power, but that  

                     established, by consent, in the common-wealth.”  

                                                                                      Locke, Second Treatise of Government 

 

                    John Locke, Second Treatise of Government, Locke‟s Preface, Chapters 1-4. 

        John Locke, Second Treatise of Government, Chapters 5-10 

 

July 15        “I am beginning to feel the drunkenness that this agitated, tumultuous life plunges  

                     you into. With such a multitude of objects passing before my eyes, I am getting  

                    dizzy. Of all the things that strike me, there is none that holds my heart, yet all of  

                    them together disturb my feelings, so that I forget what I am and who I belong to.”  

                                                                                                           Rousseau, The New Eloise  

 

                    Jean‐Jacques Rousseau, Second Discourse, Preface, First Part 

 

July 17        Jean‐Jacques Rousseau, Second Discourse, Second Part 

         Jean‐Jacques Rousseau, On the Social Contract, Book 1-4 

 

July 22      “Fiat justitia, pereat mundus” (Should the world perish that justice be done?)  
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       “[T]he external power that deprives man of the freedom to communicate his  

        thoughts publicly, deprives him at the same time of his freedom to think.” Kant, 

       What is Enlightment? 

         

                   Immanuel Kant, Groundwork of the Metaphysics of Morals 

 

July 24        “Imagine no possessions, I wonder if you can; 

          No need for greed and hunger, a brotherhood of man; 

          Imagine all the people, sharing all the world”John Lennon 

        

       Karl Marx, “Enstranged Labour,” in Economic and Philosophical Manuscripts of   

                   1844   

          

July 29      (Short paper due at the beginning of class) 

       

      “The philosophers only interpreted the world, in various ways; the point is to  

                    change it.” Marx, Theses on Feuerbach 

                     

                    Karl Marx, “Theses on Feuerbach,” The Marx-Engels Reader  

 

July 31        “The falseness of a judgment is to us not necessarily an objection to a judgment…  

        The question is to what extent it is life-advancing, life-preserving, species- 

        preserving, perhaps even species breeding; and our fundamental tendency is to  

       assert that the falsest judgments are the most indispensible to us, that without  

       granting as true the fictions of logic, without measuring reality against the purely  

       invented world of unconditional and self-identical, without a continual falsification      

      of the world by means of numbers, mankind could not live—that to renounce false  

      judgments would be to renounce life, would be to deny life. To recognize untruth as a  

      condition of life: that, to be sure, means to resist customary value-sentiments in a 

     dangerous fashion; and a philosophy which ventures to do so places itself, by that act  

     alone, beyond good and evil.”                                  Nietzsche, Beyond Good and Evil 

         

        Friedrich Nietzsche, On the Genealogy of Morals, Nietzsche‟s Preface and First  

                    Essay 

 

August 5     “What with all their might they would like to strive after is the universal green ` 

                    pasture happiness of the herd, with security, safety, comfort and easier life for all;   

       their two most oft-recited doctrines and ditties are equality of rights and sympathy  

       for all that suffers—and suffering itself they take for something that has to be   

      abolished.”                                                             Nietzsche, Beyond Good and Evil 

 

         Friedrich Nietzsche, “What is Noble?”, in Beyond Good and Evil  

 

August 7    “When I was a child, I caught a fleeting glimpse, 

          Out of the corner of my eye. 

          I turned to look but it was gone, 
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          I cannot put my finger on it now 

          The child is grown, the dream is gone, 

          I have become comfortably numb.” Pink Floyd 

        

       Milan Kundera, “Grand March,” in The Unbearable Lightness of Being 

        Hannah Arendt, “Truth and Politics,” in The Portable Hannah Arendt 

 

August 12   (Final essay due at the beginning of class) 

 

                    Review 

 

 
Academic Accommodations 
 
For Students with Disabilities: Students with disabilities requiring academic accommodations in this 
course are encouraged to contact the Paul Menton Centre (PMC) for Students with Disabilities (500 
University Centre) to complete the necessary forms. After registering with the PMC, make an appointment 
to meet with the instructor in order to discuss your needs at least two weeks before the first in-class 
test or CUTV midterm exam. This will allow for sufficient time to process your request. Please note the 
following deadline for submitting completed forms to the PMC for formally scheduled exam 
accommodations: July 25

th
, 2008 for August examinations. 

 
For Religious Observance: Students requesting accommodation for religious observances should apply 
in writing to their instructor for alternate dates and/or means of satisfying academic requirements. Such 
requests should be made during the first two weeks of class, or as soon as possible after the need for 
accommodation is known to exist, but no later than two weeks before the compulsory academic event. 
Accommodation is to be worked out directly and on an individual basis between the student and the 
instructor(s) involved. Instructors will make accommodations in a way that avoids academic disadvantage 
to the student. Instructors and students may contact an Equity Services Advisor for assistance 
(www.carleton.ca/equity). 
 
For Pregnancy: Pregnant students requiring academic accommodations are encouraged to contact an 
Equity Advisor in Equity Services to complete a letter of accommodation. Then, make an appointment to 
discuss your needs with the instructor at least two weeks prior to the first academic event in which it is 
anticipated the accommodation will be required. 
 
Plagiarism: The Undergraduate Calendar defines plagiarism as: "to use and pass off as one's own idea 
or product, work of another without expressly giving credit to another."  The Graduate Calendar states 
that plagiarism has occurred when a student either:  (a) directly copies another's work without 
acknowledgment; or (b) closely paraphrases the equivalent of a short paragraph or more without 
acknowledgment; or (c) borrows, without acknowledgment, any ideas in a clear and recognizable form in 
such a way as to present them as the student's own thought, where such ideas, if they were the student's 
own would contribute to the merit of his or her own work.  Instructors who suspect plagiarism are required 
to submit the paper and supporting documentation to the Departmental Chair who will refer the case to 
the Dean.   It is not permitted to hand in the same assignment to two or more courses. The Department's 
Style Guide is available at:  http://www.carleton.ca/polisci/undergrad/Essay%20Style%20Guide.html 
 
Oral Examination: At the discretion of the instructor, students may be required to pass a brief oral 
examination on research papers and essays. 
 
Submission and Return of Term Work: Papers must be handed directly to the instructor and will not be 
date-stamped in the departmental office. Late assignments may be submitted to the drop box in the 
corridor outside B640 Loeb. Assignments will be retrieved every business day at 4 p.m., stamped with 
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that day's date, and then distributed to the instructor.  For essays not returned in class please attach a 
stamped, self-addressed envelope if you wish to have your assignment returned by mail.  Please note 
that assignments sent via fax or email will not be accepted. Final exams are intended solely for the 
purpose of evaluation and will not be returned. 
 
Approval of final grades: Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor subject to the 
approval of the Faculty Dean. This means that grades submitted by an instructor may be subject to 
revision. No grades are final until they have been approved by the Dean. 
 
Course Requirements: Students must fulfill all course requirements in order to achieve a passing grade.  
Failure to hand in any assignment will result in a grade of F.  Failure to write the final exam will result in a 
grade of ABS. FND (Failure No Deferred) is assigned when a student's performance is so poor during the 
term that they cannot pass the course even with 100% on the final examination. In such cases, instructors 
may use this notation on the Final Grade Report to indicate that a student has already failed the course 
due to inadequate term work and should not be permitted access to a deferral of the examination. 
Deferred final exams are available ONLY if the student is in good standing in the course. 
 
Connect Email Accounts: The Department of Political Science strongly encourages students to sign up 
for a campus email account. Important course and University information will be distributed via the 
Connect email system. See http://connect.carleton.ca for instructions on how to set up your account. 

 

 


