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Carleton University                             Fall 2006
Department of Political Science

PSCI 3600A
INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTIONS

8:55:11:25 AM: MONDAYS
(Location:516 Southam Hall)

Instructor: Dr. Morgan Nyendu
Office:  A800 Loeb Building
Office Hours: 12:00- 1PM
Phone:  (613) 520-2600 Ext. 2761
Email: nyendu@hotmail.com
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

· Course Description and Objectives
This course, which is lecture-driven examines the emergence, structure, functions and
governance styles of  International  and Regional political and economic Institutions and their 
significance in world affairs. It will, therefore, cover the League of Nations, the United Nations,
and  some regional  organizations formed in the post-World War Two era and their activities in
so far as they impact on peace and security, international aid and development and human
rights, among others. The objectives of this course, among others, are to ensure that students 
understand the historical evolution and broad functioning of International and Regional 
Institutions, their importance in the contemporary global environment so as to enable students
be in a position to evaluate their performances since their inceptions.

· Required Text (Available for purchase in the Carleton University Bookstore)
A. LeRoy  Bennett and James K. Oliver (2002) International Organizations: Principles and

Issues, Seventh Edition, Pearson Education, Inc., Prentice Hall, Upper Saddle River, New
Jersey 07458.

· Recommended Readings
Students are encouraged to familiarize themselves with supplementary materials as listed in
the footnotes of each Chapter (also shown in the Bibliography section at the end of the
Required Text) and also read newspapers since the activities of International and Regional
Institutions occur on a daily basis.   

· Evaluation  
Mid-Term Examination   October 16                                    20%  
    
Research Paper Proposal     Due in class- Oct. 16                  10%  
          
Research Paper                    Due in class-  Nov. 11                 30%  
                       
Final Examination                 To be scheduled during formal exam period, Dec. 6-22   40%

· Examinations 
The Mid-Term examination will be made up of multiple-choice questions and will last for ONE
HOUR. However, the Final Examination will comprise multiple-choice questions and short-
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answer formats and will be conducted within the time frame allowed for such exams by the
Registrar’s Office. Students interested in reviewing their examination papers must come over
during Office Hours for the purpose. 

  

· Term Work (Research Paper)
Each student is expected to write a Research Paper on a topic of his/her choice either on an
International or Regional Institution as provided for within the framework of this Course. The
Research Paper should be a maximum of 8-9 pages (excluding the title page, references,
appendices, and bibliography), type-written with a font of 12, and double-spaced. The following
citation styles must be used: In-text citations (e.g. Barry, 2002:1); Endnotes, NOT footnotes, if
necessary; and a bibliography at the end of the paper in the following format:
Book: Barry David (2002) The End of  History, Ottawa: Barry and Barry Publications.
Book Chapter:  Barry David (2001) “Hastening Slowly,”  in D. Barry and E. Goodley (eds.),
International Institutions: 1-30. 
Journal Article: Barry David (2002) “Multilateral Relations,” Journal of Multilateral Studies,
Vol. 1, No. 1, 2002: 1-23. 

Plagiarism
Students must  document not only direct quotations, but must also paraphrase ideas where
they appear in an essay. Readers must be able to tell exactly where your words and ideas end
and other people’s words and ideas begin.  

Note: As already indicated above under “Evaluation,” both the Research Paper Proposal and
the Research Paper itself will be submitted in class. This is because the Political Science drop
box is intended to collect late assignments only or if a student has extenuating circumstances
and is unable to submit the paper directly in class. The drop box is emptied every weekday at
4 p.m. and all items collected at that time are date-stamped with that day’s date. 

· Other issues
The grading policy in this course is based on a combination of the need to ensure that   
students understand the detailed issues involved in the course and would be able to use 
their understanding of the course in broader debates. 
      
Late assignments will receive a penalty of – 5% per day (including weekends) unless
permission has been granted before the submission deadline.  Late assignments will be
graded without comments. Assignments more than 5 days late will NOT be accepted
and graded. 
  
Final Grading
While the calculation of the final marks is based on the basis indicated under “Evaluation,”  
“the following equivalents apply to all final grades at Carleton,”

A+  = 90-100    B+   = 77-79         C+  = 67-69        D+  = 57-59       F = 0-49
A    = 85-89      B     = 73-76         C    = 63-66        D    = 53-56
A-   = 80-84      B-    = 70-72         C-   = 60-62        D-   = 50-52

                                   A personal Note about Individual Assistance
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As your Instructor with an interest in your progress in learning about International Institutions, I
am available to assist you with any academic problem(s) that you may have in PSCI 3600. You
should feel free to contact me during Office Hours (personally or by phone) or else, send me
an e-mail. 

        

· Schedule
It is important to note that lectures will be conducted on the assumption that students have
done the readings. Please note that certain topics may take more or less time than anticipated.
We may combine two or more topics per lecture. Students who keep up with their readings
invariably perform better in examinations and receive better final grades.  

Week 1 (Sept. 11 ):  Bennett and Oliver, Chpt. 1: Introduction & Chpt. 2 A Great Experiment:
The League of Nations

Week 2 (Sept. 18): Bennett and Oliver, Chpt. 3: The Genesis of the United Nations & 
Chpt. 4: Basic Principles and Organization of the United Nations

Week 3 (Sept. 25): Bennett and Oliver, Chpt. 5:Basic Structure & Operations of the UN.

Week 4  (Oct. 2): Bennett and Oliver, Chpt.6 :Peaceful Settlement of Disputes 

Week 5 ( Oct. 9): STATUTORY HOLIDAY, UNIVERSITY CLOSED

Week 6(Oct. 16): Mid-Term Examination & Lectures  Bennett & Oliver, Chpt. 7: Collective 
Security and Its Alternatives.

Week 7 (Oct. 23): Bennett & Oliver, Chpt. 8 :The Search For Justice Under Law

Week 8 (Oct.30): Bennett & Oliver, Chpt. 10 :Varieties of Regionalism

Week 9 (Nov. 6): Bennett & Oliver, Chpt. 11: Globalization, Transnationalism, & 
International Organizations   

Week 10 (Nov. 13): Bennett & Oliver, Chpt. 12: Promoting Economic Welfare

Week 11 (Nov. 20): Bennett & Oliver, Chpt. 15: Human Rights & The Struggle for Self-
Government.

Week 12 (Nov. 27): Bennett & Oliver, Chpt. 17:  International Organizations in Retrospect &
Prospect

Week 13 (Dec. 4) LAST DAY OF FALL TERM CLASSES: Review & Wrap-Up. 

DECEMBER 6-22: FINAL EXAMINATIONS FOR FALL SEMESTER
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Academic Accommodations

For Students with Disabilities: Students with disabilities requiring academic accommodations in this course are

encouraged to contact the Paul Menton Centre (PMC) for Students with Disabilities (500 University Centre) to

complete the necessary forms. After registering with the PMC, make an appointment to meet with the instructor in

order to discuss your needs at least two weeks before the first in-class test or CUTV midterm exam . This will

allow for sufficient time to process your request. Please note the following deadlines for submitting completed

forms to the PMC for formally scheduled exam accommodations: November 6 , 2006 for fall and fall/winter termth

courses, and March 9 , 2007 for winter term courses.th

For Religious Observance: Students requesting accommodation for religious observances should apply in

writing to their instructor for alternate dates and/or means of satisfying academic requirements. Such requests

should be made during the first two weeks of class, or as soon as possible after the need for accommodation is

known to exist, but no later than two weeks before the compulsory academic event. Accommodation is to be

worked out directly and on an individual basis between the student and the instructor(s) involved. Instructors will

make accommodations in a way that avoids academic disadvantage to the student. Instructors and students may

contact an Equity Services Advisor for assistance (www.carleton.ca/equity).

For Pregnancy: Pregnant students requiring academic accommodations are encouraged to contact an Equity

Advisor in Equity Services to complete a letter of accommodation. Then, make an appointment to discuss your

needs with the instructor at least two weeks prior to the first academic event in which it is anticipated the

accommodation will be required.

Plagiarism: The Undergraduate Calendar defines plagiarism as: "to use and pass off as one's own idea or

product, work of another without expressly giving credit to another."  The Graduate Calendar states that plagiarism

has occurred when a student either:  (a) directly copies another's work without acknowledgment; or (b) closely

paraphrases the equivalent of a short paragraph or more without acknowledgment; or (c) borrows, without

acknowledgment, any ideas in a clear and recognizable form in such a way as to present them as the student's

own thought, where such ideas, if they were the student's own would contribute to the merit of his or her own work. 

Instructors who suspect plagiarism are required to submit the paper and supporting documentation to the

Departmental Chair who will refer the case to the Dean.   It is not permitted to hand in the same assignment to two

or more courses. The Department's Style Guide is available at:  www.carleton.ca/polisci/undergrad/styleguide.pdf

Oral Examination: At the discretion of the instructor, students may be required to pass a brief oral examination on

research papers and essays.

Submission and Return of Term Work: Papers must be handed directly to the instructor and will not be date-

stamped in the departmental office. Late assignments may be submitted to the drop box in the corridor outside

B640 Loeb. Assignments will be retrieved every business day at 4 p.m., stamped with that day's date, and then

distributed to the instructor.  For essays not returned in class please attach a stamped, self-addressed envelope

if you wish to have your assignment returned by mail.  Please note that assignments sent via fax or email will not

be accepted. Final exams are intended solely for the purpose of evaluation and will not be returned.

Approval of final grades: Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor subject to the approval of

the Faculty Dean. This means that grades submitted by an instructor may be subject to revision. No grades are

final until they have been approved by the Dean.

Course Requirements: Students must fulfill all course requirements in order to achieve a passing grade.  Failure

to hand in any assignment will result in a grade of F.  Failure to write the final exam will result in a grade of ABS.

FND (Failure B No Deferred) is assigned when a student's performance is so poor during the term that they cannot

pass the course even with 100% on the final examination. In such cases, instructors may use this notation on the

Final Grade Report to indicate that a student has already failed the course due to inadequate term work and

should not be permitted access to a deferral of the examination. Deferred final exams are available ONLY if the

student is in good standing in the course.

Connect Email Accounts: The Department of Political Science strongly encourages students to sign up for a

campus email account. Important course and University information will be distributed via the Connect email

system. See http://connect.carleton.ca for instructions on how to set up your account.
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