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Carleton University Fall 2006

Department of Political Science

PSCI 3603A

Strategic Thought and International Security Issues

Tuesdays, 8:35 a.m. to 11:25 a.m., Mackenzie 4494

There is a WebCT site for this course.

Professor: Elinor Sloan 

Office: Loeb D690

Office Hours: Mondays, 1 p.m. to 3 p.m.; Thursdays, 9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.

Email: Through WebCT

Phone: 520-2600 ext. 2782

Course objectives:

The objective of this course is to give students an understanding of:

· the evolution and boundaries of the field of international security studies; 

· the ideas of key military strategists and political theorists in the field; and 

· current international security issues and debates. 

In this third area, which is the focus of just over 1/2 the class time, the objective is to present to greatest

degree possible alternative views on, and answers to, important contemporary international security

questions. Students should be aware that the nature of the subjects covered and sources used in the course

is such that there is a strong, though not exclusive, emphasis on United States foreign and defence policy.

Course evaluation:

A lecture-discussion format will be used for the course. Students’ thoughtful questions and contributions

are welcomed at any time.

Grading Summary

Mid-term exam 35%  (In class, October 17)

Final exam 65%  (To be scheduled during the formal exam period, Dec. 6 – 22)

Mid-term exam

A 1 ½ hour mid-term exam will be held in class on Tuesday, October 17 .  The exam will includeth

several short and long answer essay type questions. Students will have some choice as to which questions

to answer. All material covered in the lectures and readings is examinable. 

Final Exam

A 3-hour comprehensive final exam covering the material of the entire course will be scheduled during

the formal examination period (6-22 December). The final exam will include several short and long

answer questions essay type questions. Students will have some choice as to which questions to answer.

All material covered in the lectures and readings is examinable. Students should be aware that some of

the material presented in the lectures is not covered in the readings.

All course requirements, including mid-term exam and final exam, must be completed to receive a grade

other than F. Those students who miss the mid-term exam must present a written medical or counseling

certificate to the instructor in order to be allowed to write a make-up mid-term.

Readings:

All weekly readings listed below are required readings and are available as a course pack for purchase

from Allegra Print and Imaging, 1069 Bank Street (Bank and Sunnyside). 
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Course schedule:

1. Introduction to the course (Sept 12)

2.  Defining the field of international security studies (Sept 19)

Baldwin, David A. “Security Studies and the End of the Cold War,” World Politics 48, no. 1 (October

1995): 117-141.

Betts, Richard K. “Should Strategic Studies Survive?” World Politics 50, no. 1 (October 1997): 7-33.

Haftendorn, Helga. “The Security Puzzle: Theory-Building and Discipline-Building in International

Security,” International Studies Quarterly 35, no. 1 (March 1991): 3-16.

3.  Military strategy (Sept 26)

Clausewitz, Carl von. On War, ed. by Michael Howard and Peter Paret (Princeton: Princeton University

Press, 1976), Books I & VIII: selected pages in course pack.

Malik, J. Mohan. “The Evolution of Strategic Thought,” in Craig A. Snyder, ed. Contemporary Security

and Strategy (New York: Routledge, 1999): 13-48.

Sun Tzu. The Art of War, translated by Samuel Griffith (Oxford, UK: Oxford University Press, 1963):

selected pages in course pack.

Video: Sun Tzu, The Art of War

4.  Morality and the use of force (Oct 3)

Kissinger, Henry. Diplomacy (New York: Touchstone Books, 1994), chapter 2: 29-55.

O’Brien, William. The Conduct of Just and Limited War (New York, NY: Praeger Publishers, 1981),

chapters 2 & 3: selected pages in course pack.

Pangle, Thomas. “The Moral Basis of National Security: Four Historical Perspectives,” in Klaus Knorr,

ed., Historical Dimensions of National Security Problems (Lawrence, Kansas: The University Press of

Kansas, 1976), introduction: selected pages in course pack.

5.  International Security Concepts (Oct 10)

Amitav Acharya, “Human Security: East Versus West,” International Journal 56, no. 3 (Summer 2001):

442-460.

Freedman, Lawrence. Deterrence (Malden, MA: Polity Press, 2004): 116-130.

Jervis, Robert. “Cooperation Under the Security Dilemma,” in Robert J. Art and Kenneth N. Waltz, The 

Use of Force, 4  edition (New York: University Press of America, 1993): selected pages in course pack.th

Jordan, Amos A. and William J. Taylor, Jr., American National Security, 5  ed. (Baltimore: Johnsth

Hopkins University Press, 1999), chapter 12 on “Limited War”: **.
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Payne, Keith. Deterrence in the Second Nuclear Age (Lexington: University Press of Kentucky, 1996):

121-129.

6. Mid-term exam  (Oct 17)

7. Peacekeeping and Humanitarian Intervention (Oct 24)

Cockayne, James and David M. Malone, “Peace Operations Then and Now,” Global Governance 11

(2005): 331-346.

Dobbins, James. "The UN's Role in Nation-building: From the Belgian Congo to Iraq," Survival 46, no. 4

(Winter 2004-05): 81-101.

International Commission on Intervention and State Sovereignty, The Responsibility to Protect (Ottawa:

Government of Canada, 2001): selected pages in course pack.

United Nations Charter, Chapters I, VI and VII.

Welsh, Jennifer et al. “The Responsibility to Protect: Assessing the Report of the International

Commission on Intervention and State Sovereignty,” International Journal 57, no. 4 (Autumn 2002):

489-512.

8.  Terrorism (Oct 31)

Lewis, Bernard. "The Roots of Muslim Rage," The Atlantic Monthly (September 1990): 47-60.

Mousseau, Michael. “Market Civilization and Its Clash With Terror,” International Security 27, no. 3

(Winter 2002/03): 5-29.

National Commission on Terrorist Attacks Upon the United States, The 9/11 Commission Report (New

York: W.W. Norton, 2004): 47-70.

Pape, Robert A. "The Strategic Logic of Suicide Terrorism," American Political Science Review 97, no. 3

(August 2003): selected pages in course pack.

Video: Biography of al Qaeda

9.  Proliferation and nuclear policy (Nov 7)

Guest speaker: Mr. Troy Lulashnyk, Department of Foreign Affairs, “The Global Partnership Program”

Allison, Graham. "How to Stop Nuclear Terror," Foreign Affairs 83, no. 1 (January/February 2004): 64-

74.

Deutch, John. "A Nuclear Posture for Today," Foreign Affairs 84, no. 1 (January/February 2005): 49-60.

Lieber, Keir A. and Daryl G. Press. “The Rise of U.S. Nuclear Primacy,” Foreign Affairs 85, no. 2

(March/April 2006): 42-54. Also, Lieber and Press, “The End of Mad?” International Security 30, no. 4

(spring 2006): 31-33.

10. Legal aspects of the contemporary security environment (Nov 14)
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Arend, Anthony Clark. "International Law and the Preemptive Use of Military Force," Washington

Quarterly 26, no. 2 (Spring 2003): 89-102.

Evans, Gareth. "When is it Right to Fight?" Survival 46, no. 3 (Autumn 2004): 59-78.

Kagan, Robert. "America's Crisis of Legitimacy," Foreign Affairs 83, no. 2 (March/April 2004): 73-87.

White House, National Security Strategy of the United States (Washington, D.C.: White House, 20

September 2002): cover letter & 13-16. 

11. Future conflicts? (Nov 21)

Barnett, Thomas P.M. The Pentagon's New Map (New York: G.P. Putnam's Sons, 2004): 121-137.

Homer-Dixon, Thomas. “On the Threshold: Environmental Changes as Causes of Acute Conflict,”

International Security 16, no. 2 (Fall 1991): selected pages in course pack.

Huntington, Samuel. “The Clash of Civilizations?” Foreign Affairs 72, no. 3 (Summer 1993): 22-49.

Roy, Denny. "China's Reaction to American Predominance," Survival 45, no. 3 (Autumn 2003): 57-75.

12. United States grand strategy (Nov 28)

Brooks, Stephen G. and William C. Wohlforth. “American Primacy in Perspective,” Foreign Affairs 81,

no. 4 (July/August 2002): 20-33.

Ikenberry, G. John. "America's Imperial Ambition," Foreign Affairs 81, no. 5 (September/October 2002):

44-60.

Posen, Barry R. and Andrew L. Ross. “Competing Visions for U.S. Grand Strategy,” International

Security 21, no. 3 (Winter 1996/97): 5-43. 

Academic Accommodations

For Students with Disabilities: Students with disabilities requiring academic accommodations in this

course are encouraged to contact the Paul Menton Centre (PMC) for Students with Disabilities (500

University Centre) to complete the necessary forms. After registering with the PMC, make an appointment

to meet with the instructor in order to discuss your needs at least two weeks before the first in-class

test or CUTV midterm exam . This will allow for sufficient time to process your request. Please note the

following deadlines for submitting completed forms to the PMC for formally scheduled exam

accommodations: November 6 , 2006 for fall and fall/winter term courses, and March 9 , 2007 for winterth th

term courses.

For Religious Observance: Students requesting accommodation for religious observances should apply

in writing to their instructor for alternate dates and/or means of satisfying academic requirements. Such

requests should be made during the first two weeks of class, or as soon as possible after the need for

accommodation is known to exist, but no later than two weeks before the compulsory academic event.

Accommodation is to be worked out directly and on an individual basis between the student and the

instructor(s) involved. Instructors will make accommodations in a way that avoids academic disadvantage

to the student. Instructors and students may contact an Equity Services Advisor for assistance

(www.carleton.ca/equity).



5

For Pregnancy: Pregnant students requiring academic accommodations are encouraged to contact an

Equity Advisor in Equity Services to complete a letter of accommodation. Then, make an appointment to

discuss your needs with the instructor at least two weeks prior to the first academic event in which it is

anticipated the accommodation will be required.

Plagiarism: The Undergraduate Calendar defines plagiarism as: "to use and pass off as one's own idea

or product, work of another without expressly giving credit to another."  The Graduate Calendar states that

plagiarism has occurred when a student either:  (a) directly copies another's work without

acknowledgment; or (b) closely paraphrases the equivalent of a short paragraph or more without

acknowledgment; or (c) borrows, without acknowledgment, any ideas in a clear and recognizable form in

such a way as to present them as the student's own thought, where such ideas, if they were the student's

own would contribute to the merit of his or her own work.  Instructors who suspect plagiarism are required

to submit the paper and supporting documentation to the Departmental Chair who will refer the case to the

Dean.   It is not permitted to hand in the same assignment to two or more courses. The Department's Style

Guide is available at:  www.carleton.ca/polisci/undergrad/styleguide.pdf

Oral Examination: At the discretion of the instructor, students may be required to pass a brief oral

examination on research papers and essays.

Submission and Return of Term Work: Papers must be handed directly to the instructor and will not be

date-stamped in the departmental office. Late assignments may be submitted to the drop box in the

corridor outside B640 Loeb. Assignments will be retrieved every business day at 4 p.m., stamped with that

day's date, and then distributed to the instructor.  For essays not returned in class please attach a

stamped, self-addressed envelope if you wish to have your assignment returned by mail.  Please note

that assignments sent via fax or email will not be accepted. Final exams are intended solely for the

purpose of evaluation and will not be returned.

Approval of final grades: Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor subject to the

approval of the Faculty Dean. This means that grades submitted by an instructor may be subject to

revision. No grades are final until they have been approved by the Dean.

Course Requirements: Students must fulfill all course requirements in order to achieve a passing grade. 

Failure to hand in any assignment will result in a grade of F.  Failure to write the final exam will result in a

grade of ABS. FND (Failure B No Deferred) is assigned when a student's performance is so poor during

the term that they cannot pass the course even with 100% on the final examination. In such cases,

instructors may use this notation on the Final Grade Report to indicate that a student has already failed

the course due to inadequate term work and should not be permitted access to a deferral of the

examination. Deferred final exams are available ONLY if the student is in good standing in the course.

Connect Email Accounts: The Department of Political Science strongly encourages students to sign up

for a campus email account. Important course and University information will be distributed via the

Connect email system. See http://connect.carleton.ca for instructions on how to set up your account.
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