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Carleton University                             Fall 2006
Department of Political Science

PSCI 3605A
Comparative Study of Foreign Policy

2:35 p.m. – 5:25 p.m. Fridays
(Southam Hall 413)

Instructor: Professor Grant Dawson Office: B646 Loeb Building

Carleton Phone: 613-520-2600 ext. 1598 
(no voicemail); Home: 613-569-0000

Office Hours: Fridays 1:30 p.m. - 2:30 p.m.
and 5:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. -- or by Appointment

Email: dawson.grant@gmail.com

Course description:

The aim of this course is to use comparative analysis to study the objectives, strategies and
decision-making processes involved in the foreign policies of states. We will use case studies
to further our examination of foreign policy, with a slight emphasis on Canadian foreign policy.
Culture and trade, humanitarian intervention, nuclear proliferation, human rights and national
interests, and power and legitimacy are among the topics discussed. Lecturing and assigned
readings are a part of most days. This component will be supplemented with class and group
discussions and activities, a movie, and one-day (possibly two) simulation. 

Who would take this course and why?

The course is designed for students interested in the formation of foreign policy and its conduct
and consequences in the international state system. Those with a historical bent will find some
of the case studies especially useful. Political scientists, journalists, and public policy students
may well find the objectives and decision-making cases to be of interest. The topics covered in
this course should help students better interpret the modern world, and provide an introduction
to and overlap with other university courses.

Students who will profit most from this course include those: 

· working on international affairs or organizations
· interested in writing about international relations, past and present, especially with

respect to crises and conflict
· concerned about political, diplomatic or military history
· interested in government decision-making and international relations theory 

Learning objectives for the course:

Participants in this course will be expected to achieve a number of objectives:

· Read articles and book chapters that discuss foreign policy and present opportunities
for comparative analysis of these issues

· Demonstrate comprehension of the objectives, strategies and decision-making behind
foreign policy of states though analysis of contemporary and historical case studies and
participation in class discussions and group work

mailto:dawson.grant@gmail.com
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· Demonstrate ability to utilise course materials in the preparation of an 12-15 page essay
(topics must be approved by instructor)

· Demonstrate analytical grasp of course materials on final written exam
Format of class meetings:

Most classes will start with discussion of the current international relations news and related
foreign policy. Everyone should arrive informed and ready for constructive and dispassionate
conversation about some of the leading events (conflicts, crises, trade negotiations, and etc).
These discussions have a three-fold purpose: to further our pursuit of the learning objectives,
to provide more room for student participation, and to ‘warm up’ both Instructor and students. 

After a certain time, we will take up a case study to guide our comparative analysis of foreign
policy. Lecture will focus on the case and readings under consideration that week. Most cases
were chosen because they either directly involve Canada (such as ‘Turbot War’ with Spain) or
relate to a Canadian foreign policy concern (post-1990 peacekeeping). For one class (perhaps
for two, if there is student interest and time available) there will be an international relations
simulation. The simulation should facilitate student engagement in direct and concrete ways. 

Students will be divided arbitrarily into three groups that will meet during the last 1:30 of the
class in weeks 5-8. Each group will be asked to champion one perspective on a topical foreign
policy problem. The Instructor expects a personal response from each member and a group
response to be submitted for Instructor review. This will count toward the participation grade.
Your personal response does not have to mirror your group’s position. In week 9, we will have
a three-way debate. Each group will argue for its position, with the winning group receiving a
box of Timbits ® at the end of the class. 

Note that some group time may be allocated to the simulation, in which case the group and
individual expectations will be lowered (though personal and group submissions will still be
expected). 

Course text:

The cases and simulation comprise the required course ‘textbook’. They have been published
on-line by the Institute for the Study of Diplomacy at Georgetown University, Washington D.C.
PDF copies can be purchased at http://www.guisd.org. The Book Store has a small number of
paper copies available for purchase, but note that this is a much more expensive option than
downloading yourself.

The list of assigned cases can be found below; see ‘Course readings.’ Supplementary required
and optional readings have also been identified. Students are expected to have completed all
readings before coming to class.

Class evaluation:

Term Paper (due Friday, November 18): 45% of total grade 
Final exam (to be scheduled during formal exam period, Dec. 6 – 22): 40% of total grade
Participation (in lectures and seminars):15% of total grade

The paper must be 12-15 double-spaced pages at 12 pt. font and include at least 10 footnotes
/ endnotes from at least 5 different sources. The notes and bibliography should consistently
follow a scholarly citation style (MLA, APA, or Chicago). You can choose your own paper topic
(please obtain instructor approval before you begin) or use one of the topics suggested below.

http://www.guisd.org
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You might prepare your own case study of an international incident with wider ramifications to
the study of foreign policy; or, you could compare the foreign policy responses or two states to
a situation. Remember to be analytical. Do not simply describe the case events. 

The term paper is due without exception on Friday of Week 10 (18 November). Papers can be
delivered during the class or my office hours. Students unable to submit this way because of
extenuating circumstances may use the Department drop-off box. Please note that the box is
emptied every weekday at 4 p.m. and all items collected at that time are date-stamped with
that day’s date. Late assignments will be deducted 1 letter-grade category per day [ex., a B+
paper 2 days late will downgraded to a B-]. Students will receive their marked essays on the
final exam day after they have handed in their exams.

The final written exam will take place during the formal exam period at the end of term. Exam
date, time and location have yet to be determined. The format of the exam will be short answer
/ short essay question (no multiple choice). It will test factual knowledge and ask students to
use some of the concepts and theories learned in class. The exam is intended solely for the
purposes of evaluation and may be reviewed with the instructor but will not be returned.

Participation grade will be based on student engagement in class discussions, the simulation,
and discussion groups. Students demonstrating an active willingness to grapple with course
material will get the best participation grades. The group work will not be supervised, though
the Instructor will be present to assist if necessary. The sign-in sheet and writing assignment
will help the Instructor measure student participation.

Suggested essay topics:

In addition to the general suggestions above, the following paper topics are suggested:

· Choose at least two case studies and explain how they confirm or reject the principal
tenets of realism.

· Morality and human rights have figured prominently in state foreign policies since the
end of the Cold War. Does this represent a change in the way states understand and
pursue their interests on the international stage? If not, what is happening? What are
the limitations to this ‘compassionate’ approach?

· Determine how domestic pressures influence foreign policy through examination of at
least two case studies.

· How do the ‘Turbot War’ and 1998 Free Trade negotiations illustrate the relationship in
Canada between international and domestic politics?

· Take at least two cases and analyse how state decision-making processes help shape
the formulation and conduct of foreign policy.

· Why do states sometimes adopt foreign policies that provoke international crises and
even risk war? What prevented war in those situations? Discuss using two cases. 

Other considerations:

· The paper may use Internet sources that have been released by an institution, scholar,
or academic network. Examples are scholarly works uploaded by authors / contributors
to personal websites, reports from the North Atlantic Treaty Organization and United
Nations websites, or material from Columbia International Affairs Online. Everything
from Carleton Library databases is acceptable. Be wary of other Web sources. Check
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with the Instructor if you are unsure. Reflect the applicable paper format citing from the
Internet, and provide the Internet address and date of last access in applicable notes.

· Remember there is no class on Friday, October 6, “University Day.” All undergraduate
classes are suspended this day. (Note also that Monday, October 9, is a public holiday.)

· To obtain credit for this course, students must complete the term work assignments and
the written final exam. Not doing so will result in a failing grade. 

· It is not acceptable to submit the same assignment for two or more courses.

Course readings: [readings marked with an ‘R’ have been placed on reserve; the instructor
reserves the right to add or subtract from this list]

Week 1 (8 September): Introduction - Theories, Frameworks, and Methods for Comparative
Study of Foreign Policy

· No case study

Other required readings:
· Laura Neack, et al., Foreign Policy Analysis: Continuity and Change in its Second

Generation (1995), chapters 1 (1-16) and 2 (17-32) R
· Steve Smith, “Theorizing of Foreign Policy: A Historical Overview,” Review of

International Studies 12 (1986): 13-29 R

Optional readings:
· Laura Neack, The New Foreign Policy: U.S. and Comparative Foreign Policy in the 21st

Century, (2003), skim R

Week 2 (15 September):

· Bi-lateral Negotiation, Trade Policy, and Culture - Case Study 137: The Canada-
United States Free Trade Agreement and the Cultural Industries by Annette Baker Fox

Other required readings:
· Gary Burtless, et al., “Free Trade vs. Protectionism: Globaphobia,” in Bruce W.

Jentleson, ed., Perspectives on American Foreign Policy: Readings and Cases (2000),
256-264 R

· Stephen D. Krasner, “State Power and the Structure of International Trade,” in Karen
Mingst and Jack Snyder, eds., Essential Readings in World Politics (2001), 410-421 R

· Read the DFAIT site: http://www.dfait-maeci.gc.ca/tna-nac/canculture-en.asp 

Week 3 (22 September):

· Nuclear Proliferation - Case Study 519: India's Nuclear Tests: The Consequences for
International Security by Dinshaw Mistry

Other Required Readings:
· Scott D. Sagan, “The Perils of Proliferation: Organization Theory, Deterrence Theory,

and the Spread of Nuclear Weapons,” International Security 18, no. 4 (Spring 1994), 66-
107 [web]

http://www.dfait-maeci.gc.ca/tna-nac/canculture-en.asp
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· Hedley Bull, “Arms Control and World Order,” International Security 1,no.1 (Summer
1976), 3-16  [web]

· DFAIT, “Against the proliferation of Weapons of Mass Destruction” - http://www.dfait-
maeci.gc.ca/arms/menu-en.asp; and “Nuclear Disarmament and Non-Proliferation:
Canadian Policy” - http://www.dfait-maeci.gc.ca/arms/nuclear2-en.asp; and “Nuclear
Disarmament / Non-Proliferation: Advancing Canadian Objectives” - http://www.dfait-
maeci.gc.ca/nucchallenge/POLICY-en.asp. 

E-Discussion – the Discussion Group Activity
· Canadian foreign policy on non-proliferation, arms control and disarmament.

Week 4 (29 September):

· Simulation - Case Study 169: Nations: A Simulation Game in International Politics by
Michael Herzig and David Skidmor

Week 5 (13 October): Discussion Groups Meet

· Third Parties and Inter-state Ethnic War - Case Study 113: Intra-governmental
Negotiation: Soviet-Somali Relations and the Ogaden War, 1978-79 by Ali Khalif
Galaydh 

Other required readings:
· David Carment, Patrick James, and Zeynep Taydas, Who Intervenes? Ethnic Conflict

and Interstate Crisis (2006), chapter on Somalia R
· Peter J. Schraeder, “The Horn of Africa: US Foreign Policy in an Altered Cold War

Environment,” Middle East Journal 46, no. 4 (Autumn 1992), 571-593 R
· Steven David, “Realignment in the Horn: The Soviet Advantage,” International Security

4, no. 2 (Autumn 1979), 69-90 [web]

Optional readings:
· Herman J. Cohen, Intervening in Africa: Superpower Peacemaking in a Troubled

Contingent, (2000), Somalia sections

Week 6 (20 October): Discussion Groups Meet for First Time

· Risking Global Nuclear War - Case Study 334: The Cuban Missile Crisis: U.S.
Deliberations and Negotiations at the Edge of the Precipice by Gabrielle S. Brussel

Other required readings:
· Graham T. Allison, “Conceptual Models and the Cuban Missile Crisis,” in G. John

Ikenberry, ed., American Foreign Policy: Theoretical Essays, 4  ed. (2002) Rth

· Stephen D. Krasner, “Are Bureaucracies Important? (Or Allison Wonderland)” in
Ikenberry, as above R

· David Welch, et al, “The Cuban Missile Crisis,” in Robert J. Art and Kenneth Waltz,
eds., The Use of Force: Military Power and International Politics, 5  ed. (1999) Rth

Optional readings:
· Kim Richard Nossal, “Bureaucratic Politics and the Westminster Model,” in R. Matthews,

et al., International Conflict and Conflict Management, 2  ed., (1989), 230-237 Rnd

http://www.dfait-maeci.gc.ca/arms/menu-en.asp
http://www.dfait-maeci.gc.ca/arms/menu-en.asp
http://www.dfait-maeci.gc.ca/arms/nuclear2-en.asp
http://www.dfait-maeci.gc.ca/nucchallenge/POLICY-en.asp
http://www.dfait-maeci.gc.ca/nucchallenge/POLICY-en.asp
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Week 7 (27 October): Discussion Groups Meet

· Humanitarian Intervention - Case Study 463: Operation Restore Hope: The Bush
Administration's Decision to Intervene in Somalia by Maryann K. Cusimano

Other required readings:
· Walter Clarke and Jeffery Herbst, “Somalia and the Future of Humanitarian Intervention”

in Clarke and Herbst, eds., Learning From Somalia: The Lessons of Armed
Humanitarian Intervention, (1997): 239-253 R

· William Durch, “Introduction to Anarchy: Humanitarian Intervention and ‘State-Building’
in Somalia,” in Durch, ed., UN Peacekeeping, American Policy and the Uncivil Wars of
the 1990s, (1997): 311-365 R

· Grant Dawson, Here is Hell: Canada’s Engagement in Somalia (2006), Chapter 8 on
“Unified Task Force: Canada’s First Post-Cold War Enforcement Coalition” R

Optional readings:
· George F. Kennan, “Somalia, Through a Glass Darkly,” New York Times, September

30, 1993: A25. [web]

Week 8 (3 November): Discussion Groups Meet for Last Time

· Tough Choices: National Interests vs. Human Interests - Case Study 241: The
Dutch in Srebrenica: A Noble Mission Fails by Steven L. Lamy

Other required readings:
· Kofi Annan, “Report of the Secretary-General Pursuant to General Assembly Resolution

53/35: The Fall of Srebrenica,” United Nations document A/54/549, (15 November
1999), access the Internet site: http://www.un.org/News/ossg/sg/pages/statements.html 

· Stanley Hoffmann, “The Hell of Good Intentions,” Foreign Policy 29 (Winter 1977): 3-26
[web]

· Amir Pasic and Thomas G. Weiss, “The Politics of Rescue: Yugoslavia’s Wars and the
Humanitarian Impulse,” Ethnics and International Affairs 11 (1997), 105-131 [web]

Optional readings:
· Peter R. Baehr, "Human Rights in the Foreign Policy of the Netherlands" Human Rights

Quarterly, 24, no, 4, (2002), 992-1010 [web]

Week 9 (10 November):

· Environmental Management and Crisis - Case Study 226: Turbot War: Canada,
Spain and Conflict Over the North Atlantic Fishery by Elizabeth R. DeSombre and J.
Samuel Barkin 

Other required readings:
· Marvin S. Soroos, "The Canadian-Spanish 'Turbot War' of 1995: A Case Study in the

Resolution of International Fishery Disputes," in Nils Petter Gleditsch, ed., Conflict and
the Environment, 235-252 R

· Allen L. Springer, “The Canadian Turbot War with Spain: Unilateral State Action in
Defence of Environmental Interests,” Journal of Environment and Development 6, no. 1,
(March 1997): 26-60 R

http://www.un.org/News/ossg/sg/pages/statements.html
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· Gareth Porter and Janet Welsh Brown, Global Environmental Politics, 2  ed., (1996):nd

77-81, 154-165 R

Optional readings:
· Marvin S. Soroos, “Conflict in the Use and Management of International Commons,” in

Jyrki Käkönen, ed., Perspectives on Environmental Conflict and International Politics
(1992), 31-43 R

· BBC News, “Trawlers 'caught' in Canada's net,” (May 9, 2004). Access the Internet site:
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/americas/3697679.stm.

· BBC News, “Deep sea fish stocks 'in crisis',” (July 1, 2004). Access the Internet site:
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk/3856573.stm.

Week 10 (17 November): Term Papers Due

· Crisis Resolution and Conflict Avoidance - Case Study 231: 1996 Taiwan Strait
Crisis: The United States and China at the Precipice of War? Richard L. Russell

Other required readings:
· Robert Ross, "The 1995-96 Taiwan Strait Confrontation: Coercion, Credibility, and the

Use of Force," International Security 25, no 2 (2000), 87-123 [web]
· Nancy Bernkopf Tucker, “China-Taiwan: US Debates and Policy Choices,” Survival 40,

no. 4 (1998-99), 150-67 [web]
· Henry Harding, “Again on Interim Arrangements in the Taiwan Strait,” Taiwan Strait

Dilemmas: Canada-Taiwan-U.S. Policies in the New Century, in Gerrit W. Gong, ed.,
(2000): 3-19 R

· Tao Wenzhao, “U.S. Policy Ambiguities and Current Cross-Strait Dilemmas,” Taiwan
Strait Dilemmas: Canada-Taiwan-U.S. Policies in the New Century, in Gerrit W. Gong,
ed., (2000): 20-30 R

Optional readings:
· Douglas Porch, “The Taiwan Strait Crisis of 1996: Strategic Implications for the United

States Navy,” Naval War College Review, (Summer 1999), 52, no. 3, access the
Internet site: http://www.nwc.navy.mil/press/Review/1999/summer/art1-su9.htm 

· GlobalSecurity.org, “Taiwan Strait - 21 July 1995 to 23 March 1996,” access the Internet
site: http://www.globalsecurity.org/military/ops/taiwan_strait.htm. (Read the main page
and the updates on the right hand side of the page. Ignore the Douglas Porch link you
will find there, which does not work.)

Week 11 (24 November):

· Power and Legitimacy - Case Study 278: Going to the United Nations: George W.
Bush and Iraq by Curtis H. Martin

Other required readings:

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/americas/3697679.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk/3856573.stm
http://www.nwc.navy.mil/press/Review/1999/summer/art1-su9.htm
http://www.globalsecurity.org/military/ops/taiwan_strait.htm
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· George W. Bush, “President’s Remarks at the UN General Assembly” (12 September
2002); and Colin Powell, “U.S. Secretary of State Colin Powell Addresses the UN
Security Council” (5 February 2003), access the Internet sites:
http://www.whitehouse.gov/news/releases/2002/09/20020912-1.html and
http://www.whitehouse.gov/news/releases/2003/02/20030205-1.html

· Advisory Council on International Affairs and Advisory Committee on Issues of Public
International Law, “Humanitarian Intervention,” (2000), chapters IV to VI, access the
Internet site: http://www.aiv-advies.nl/ContentSuite/upload/aiv/doc/AIV_13_Eng.pdf 

· Inis L. Claude Jr., “Collective Legitimization as a Political Function of the United
Nations,” International Organization 20, no. 3 (Summer 1966), 367-80 [web]

· Robert O. Keohane, et al., “The Concept of Legalization,” International Organization 54,
no. 3, (Summer 2000) 401-419  [web] 

Optional readings:
· John F. Kerry, “We Still Have a Choice on Iraq,” New York Times, September 6, 2002:

A23 [web]
· Steven R. Weisman, “Patience Gone, Powell Adopts Hawkish Tone,” New York Times,

January 28, 2003: A1 [web]

· Movie: Michael Franti, I Know I’m Not Alone (2005). 

Week 12 (1 December):

· Combating Terror and Domestic Pressures on Policy - Case Study 238: American
Military Retaliation for Terrorism: Judging the Merits of the 1998 Cruise Missile Strikes
in Afghanistan and Sudan by Richard L. Russell

Other required readings:
· Anja Dalgaard-Nielsen, “Civil Liberties and Counter-Terrorism: A European Point of

View," Center for Transatlantic Relations, (2004), access the Internet site:
http://transatlantic.sais-jhu.edu/PDF/articles/Anja.pdf  

· Ryan C. Hendrickson, “American War Powers and Terrorists: The Case of Usama Bin
Laden,” Studies in Conflict & Terrorism, 23 (2000), 161–174 [web]

· Seymour M. Hersh, “The Missiles of August,” The New Yorker, 12 October 1998 R

Optional readings:
· Eugene Robinson and Dana Priest, “Reports of U.S. Strikes’ Destruction Vary,”

Washington Post,  22 August 1998: A1 [web]
· Andrew Krepinevich. “The Strike: It Begs Some Questions,” Washington Post, 23

August 1998: C1 [web]
· James Risen, “To Bomb Sudan Plant, or Not: A Year Later, Debate Rankles,” The New

York Times, 27 October 1999: A12 [web]

Academic Accommodations

For Students with Disabilities: Students with disabilities requiring academic accommodations in this course are

encouraged to contact the Paul Menton Centre (PMC) for Students with Disabilities (500 University Centre) to

complete the necessary forms. After registering with the PMC, make an appointment to meet with the instructor in

order to discuss your needs at least two weeks before the first in-class test or CUTV midterm exam . This will

allow for sufficient time to process your request. Please note the following deadlines for submitting completed

http://www.whitehouse.gov/news/releases/2002/09/20020912-1.html
http://www.whitehouse.gov/news/releases/2003/02/20030205-1.html
http://www.aiv-advies.nl/ContentSuite/upload/aiv/doc/AIV_13_Eng.pdf
http://transatlantic.sais-jhu.edu/PDF/articles/Anja.pdf
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forms to the PMC for formally scheduled exam accommodations: November 6 , 2006 for fall and fall/winter termth

courses, and March 9 , 2007 for winter term courses.th

For Religious Observance: Students requesting accommodation for religious observances should apply in

writing to their instructor for alternate dates and/or means of satisfying academic requirements. Such requests

should be made during the first two weeks of class, or as soon as possible after the need for accommodation is

known to exist, but no later than two weeks before the compulsory academic event. Accommodation is to be

worked out directly and on an individual basis between the student and the instructor(s) involved. Instructors will

make accommodations in a way that avoids academic disadvantage to the student. Instructors and students may

contact an Equity Services Advisor for assistance (www.carleton.ca/equity).

For Pregnancy: Pregnant students requiring academic accommodations are encouraged to contact an Equity

Advisor in Equity Services to complete a letter of accommodation. Then, make an appointment to discuss your

needs with the instructor at least two weeks prior to the first academic event in which it is anticipated the

accommodation will be required.

Plagiarism: The Undergraduate Calendar defines plagiarism as: "to use and pass off as one's own idea or

product, work of another without expressly giving credit to another."  The Graduate Calendar states that plagiarism

has occurred when a student either:  (a) directly copies another's work without acknowledgment; or (b) closely

paraphrases the equivalent of a short paragraph or more without acknowledgment; or (c) borrows, without

acknowledgment, any ideas in a clear and recognizable form in such a way as to present them as the student's

own thought, where such ideas, if they were the student's own would contribute to the merit of his or her own work. 

Instructors who suspect plagiarism are required to submit the paper and supporting documentation to the

Departmental Chair who will refer the case to the Dean.   It is not permitted to hand in the same assignment to two

or more courses. The Department's Style Guide is available at:  www.carleton.ca/polisci/undergrad/styleguide.pdf

Oral Examination: At the discretion of the instructor, students may be required to pass a brief oral examination on

research papers and essays.

Submission and Return of Term Work: Papers must be handed directly to the instructor and will not be date-

stamped in the departmental office. Late assignments may be submitted to the drop box in the corridor outside

B640 Loeb. Assignments will be retrieved every business day at 4 p.m., stamped with that day's date, and then

distributed to the instructor.  For essays not returned in class please attach a stamped, self-addressed envelope

if you wish to have your assignment returned by mail.  Please note that assignments sent via fax or email will not

be accepted. Final exams are intended solely for the purpose of evaluation and will not be returned.

Approval of final grades: Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor subject to the approval of

the Faculty Dean. This means that grades submitted by an instructor may be subject to revision. No grades are

final until they have been approved by the Dean.

Course Requirements: Students must fulfill all course requirements in order to achieve a passing grade.  Failure

to hand in any assignment will result in a grade of F.  Failure to write the final exam will result in a grade of ABS.

FND (Failure B No Deferred) is assigned when a student's performance is so poor during the term that they cannot

pass the course even with 100% on the final examination. In such cases, instructors may use this notation on the

Final Grade Report to indicate that a student has already failed the course due to inadequate term work and

should not be permitted access to a deferral of the examination. Deferred final exams are available ONLY if the

student is in good standing in the course.

Connect Email Accounts: The Department of Political Science strongly encourages students to sign up for a

campus email account. Important course and University information will be distributed via the Connect email

system. See http://connect.carleton.ca for instructions on how to set up your account.
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