
Carleton University                            Summer 2007 
Department of Political Science 
 
 

PSCI 3606A - Canadian Foreign Policy 
9:35 p.m. – 12:25 p.m. Tuesdays & Thursdays 

(Southam Hall 306) 
 

Instructor: Professor Grant Dawson 
 

Office: B646 Loeb Building 
 

Carleton Phone: 613-520-2600 ext. 1598  
(but no voicemail) 
Email: dawson.grant@gmail.com

Office Hours: Tuesdays 12:30 – 1:00 p.m. & 
Thursdays 12:30 – 2:00 p.m. --- or by making 
an appointment 
 

 
Course description: 
 
This is a course on Canadian foreign policy – its history, objectives, challenges, and decision-
making processes. We will concentrate on foreign policy making by Canadian governments 
since 1945. However, there will also be comparative classes (on the 1911 and 1988 free trade 
debates), theoretical classes (on realism and liberalism in Canadian foreign policy), and issue-
specific classes (on security and defence, and decision-making).  
 
We will pay particular attention to Canada-U.S. relations. This relationship is vitally important to 
Canada and embodies many of the themes that run though Canadian foreign policy. One such 
theme is the challenge inherent in projecting Canada’s national identity to Canadians and the 
world while at the same time the country is dependent on its more powerful neighbour. Another 
is the role of values and interests in foreign policy when, arguably, successful management of 
the Canada-U.S. tie is the only national interest and everything else is optional. A third theme 
is striking a balance between continentalism and multilateralism so that Canadian nationalism 
is not limited to a rather narrow North Americanism. (These themes are stimulating topics that 
could yield fruitful term papers.) 
 
Our class time shall be devoted to lectures, class debates and group work. Lectures will review 
the readings assigned that day plus other material (all of which is testable on the final exam). If 
possible, we will have a field trip to a Parliamentary committee meeting to see foreign policy at 
work in Parliament.   
 
 
Who would take this course and why? 
 
The course is designed for students interested in the making and conduct of Canadian foreign 
policy. Those with a historical bent will find the more retrospective discussions useful. Political 
scientists, journalists, and public policy students may well find the classes on theory, interests 
and values, nationalism and peace and security to be of interest. This course will help students 
better understand Canada’s role in the modern world and how successive Canadian ministries 
have managed the Canada-U.S. relationship. 
 
Students who will profit most from this course include those:  
 

• working on Canadian foreign policy or North American security topics 
• interested in theory, conflict, and decision-making 
• concerned about Canadian political, diplomatic and military history 
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Learning objectives for the course: 
 
Participants in this course will be expected to achieve a number of objectives: 
 

• Read articles and book chapters that discuss Canadian foreign policy and be present to 
discuss related issues 

• Demonstrate comprehension of the objectives, strategies and decision-making behind 
Canadian foreign policy though preparation of a term paper and participation in class 
discussions and group work 

• Demonstrate ability to utilise course materials in the preparation of an 10-12 page essay 
(topics must be approved by instructor) 

• Demonstrate analytical grasp of course materials on the written final exam 
 
 

Format of class meetings: 
 
Most classes will start with a discussion of a Canadian foreign policy topic then in the news. 
Everyone should follow the news and try to arrive ready for constructive and dispassionate 
conversations about the Canadian policy. These discussions have a three-fold purpose: to 
further our pursuit of the learning objectives, to provide more room for student participation, 
and to ‘warm up’ both Instructor and students.  
 
During the first half of each class, the instructor will lecture on the topic assigned that day. The 
length of the lecture will vary, but will be at least an hour.  
 
For the second half of each Tuesday’s class, students will be divided into 3 groups. Each will 
pick and champion one perspective related to that day’s topic. They will meet in the classroom 
and, before class ends, will present a brief consensus position, after which general discussion 
will take place. 
 
For the second half of each Thursday’s class, the class will form 6 groups (created during our 
first meeting). The groups will use this time to prepare 15 minute reports relating to the class 
day they have chosen. The reports will be presented on the appropriate day. The groups will 
assess the level of participation of their members (using a scale of 1-10) to help the instructor 
calculate participation grades. The presentation texts and participation data will be submitted 
to the instructor at the end of the class.  
 
 
Course texts: 
 
The textbooks required for this course appear below. The textbooks are available for purchase 
from the Bookstore and one copy of each has been put on ‘reserve’ in the Carleton Library.  
 

• John Herd Thompson and Stephan J. Randall, Canada and the United States: 
Ambivalent Allies, 3rd edition, McGill-Queen's UP, 2002. 

 
• George Grant, Lament for a Nation: The Defeat of Canadian Nationalism, 40th 

anniversary ed., McGill-Queen's UP, 2005. 
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Class evaluation: 
 

• Term Paper (due Thursday, June 14): 45% of total grade  
• Participation (attendance, class debates, group work):15% of total grade 
• Final exam (formal early summer term exam period, June 27-30): 40% of total grade 

 
The term paper should be 10-12 double-spaced pages at 12 pt. font and include at least 10 
footnotes / endnotes from no less than 5 different sources. The notes and bibliography should 
consistently follow a scholarly citation style (MLA, APA, or Chicago). Please choose your own 
paper topic but obtain instructor approval before you begin.  
 
The term paper should not have citations from Wikipedia. In addition, there should be no more 
than 3 citations in your paper from the Internet; the rest should be from the Carleton University 
Library (everything from Library databases is acceptable). When using Internet sources, 
please only use material released by well-known institutions and scholars. An example would 
be material from Library and Archives of Canada. Be wary of other Internet sources. Check 
with the instructor if unsure. 
 
The term paper is due on Thursday 14 June. Papers can be delivered during the class or my 
office hours. Students unable to submit this way because of extenuating circumstances may 
use the Department drop-off box. Please note that the box is emptied every weekday at 4 p.m. 
and all items collected at that time are date-stamped with that day’s date. Late assignments 
will be deducted 1 letter-grade category per day [ex., a B+ paper 2 days late will downgraded 
to a B-]. Marked and graded essays will be returned to students on the final exam day after 
they have finished their exams. 
 
The participation grade will be based on engagement in the class debates and both sets of 
group work. Students who attend regularly and demonstrate keenness to grapple with course 
material will get the most marks. A daily sign-out sheet, the 6 group presentations and group 
participation data will help the instructor measure student participation. 
 
The written final exam will take place during the formal exam period (details TBD). The exam 
format will be short essay question. The exam is intended for the purposes of evaluation and 
may be reviewed with the instructor but will not be returned. 
 
 
Other considerations: 

 
To obtain credit for this course, students must complete the term work assignments and the 
written final exam. Not doing so will result in a failing grade.  
 
It is not acceptable to submit the same assignment to two or more courses. 
 
 
Course schedule: 
(A hand out will be distributed separately in class outlining the schedule of course readings.) 
 
Thursday May 17: Introduction to Canadian Foreign Policy 
 

• Review of syllabus and introduction to Canadian foreign policy. No assigned readings, 
but students are urged to get started on the George Grant text. 
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Tuesday May 22: Realism and Liberalism and Canadian Foreign Policy 
 
Thursday May 24: Canada and the American Empire – 1945-84 
 
Tuesday May 29: Field trip during class time. Class will disperse at Parliament Hill. 
 

• Class attends public meeting of House of Commons Standing Committee on Foreign 
Affairs. Testimony will be heard from witnesses on the mission in Afghanistan. 

 
Thursday May 31: Canadian Foreign Policy and Peace and Security  
 
Tuesday June 5: International Trade Policy: Canada-U.S. Free Trade, 1911 and 1988 
 
Thursday June 7: Values and Interests in Canadian Foreign Policy 
 
Tuesday June 12: Canada and the United States After the Cold War 
 
Thursday June 14: Canada, Globalization and Human Security 
 
Tuesday June 19: Canada, Terrorism, and the New American Hegemony post-9/11 
 
Thursday June 21: Foreign Policy Decision-making in Canadian government 
 
Tuesday, June 26: Review Class 
 
 
 
Academic Accommodations 
 
For Students with Disabilities: Students with disabilities requiring academic accommodations in this course are 
encouraged to contact the Paul Menton Centre (PMC) for Students with Disabilities (500 University Centre) to 
complete the necessary forms. After registering with the PMC, make an appointment to meet with the instructor in 
order to discuss your needs at least two weeks before the first in-class test or CUTV midterm exam. This will 
allow for sufficient time to process your request. Please note the following deadlines for submitting completed 
forms to the PMC for formally scheduled exam accommodations: June 8, 2007 for June examinations, and July 
27, 2007 for August examinations. 
 
For Religious Observance: Students requesting accommodation for religious observances should apply in 
writing to their instructor for alternate dates and/or means of satisfying academic requirements. Such requests 
should be made during the first two weeks of class, or as soon as possible after the need for accommodation is 
known to exist, but no later than two weeks before the compulsory academic event. Accommodation is to be 
worked out directly and on an individual basis between the student and the instructor(s) involved. Instructors will 
make accommodations in a way that avoids academic disadvantage to the student. Instructors and students may 
contact an Equity Services Advisor for assistance (www.carleton.ca/equity). 
 
For Pregnancy: Pregnant students requiring academic accommodations are encouraged to contact an Equity 
Advisor in Equity Services to complete a letter of accommodation. Then, make an appointment to discuss your 
needs with the instructor at least two weeks prior to the first academic event in which it is anticipated the 
accommodation will be required. 
 
Plagiarism: The Undergraduate Calendar defines plagiarism as: "to use and pass off as one's own idea or 
product, work of another without expressly giving credit to another."  The Graduate Calendar states that 
plagiarism has occurred when a student either:  (a) directly copies another's work without acknowledgment; or (b) 
closely paraphrases the equivalent of a short paragraph or more without acknowledgment; or (c) borrows, without 
acknowledgment, any ideas in a clear and recognizable form in such a way as to present them as the student's 
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own thought, where such ideas, if they were the student's own would contribute to the merit of his or her own 
work.  Instructors who suspect plagiarism are required to submit the paper and supporting documentation to the 
Departmental Chair who will refer the case to the Dean.   It is not permitted to hand in the same assignment to 
two or more courses. The Department's Style Guide is available at:  
www.carleton.ca/polisci/undergrad/styleguide.pdf 
 
Oral Examination: At the discretion of the instructor, students may be required to pass a brief oral examination 
on research papers and essays. 
 
Submission and Return of Term Work: Papers must be handed directly to the instructor and will not be date-
stamped in the departmental office. Late assignments may be submitted to the drop box in the corridor outside 
B640 Loeb. Assignments will be retrieved every business day at 4 p.m., stamped with that day's date, and then 
distributed to the instructor.  For essays not returned in class please attach a stamped, self-addressed 
envelope if you wish to have your assignment returned by mail.  Please note that assignments sent via fax or 
email will not be accepted. Final exams are intended solely for the purpose of evaluation and will not be returned. 
 
Approval of final grades: Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor subject to the approval of 
the Faculty Dean. This means that grades submitted by an instructor may be subject to revision. No grades are 
final until they have been approved by the Dean. 
 
Course Requirements: Students must fulfill all course requirements in order to achieve a passing grade.  Failure 
to hand in any assignment will result in a grade of F.  Failure to write the final exam will result in a grade of ABS. 
FND (Failure B No Deferred) is assigned when a student's performance is so poor during the term that they 
cannot pass the course even with 100% on the final examination. In such cases, instructors may use this notation 
on the Final Grade Report to indicate that a student has already failed the course due to inadequate term work 
and should not be permitted access to a deferral of the examination. Deferred final exams are available ONLY if 
the student is in good standing in the course. 
 
Connect Email Accounts: The Department of Political Science strongly encourages students to sign up for a 
campus email account. Important course and University information will be distributed via the Connect email 
system. See http://connect.carleton.ca for instructions on how to set up your account. 
 


