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Course description: 

 

This is a course on Canadian foreign policy – its history, objectives, challenges, and achievements. We 

will concentrate on foreign policy making by Canadian governments since 1896. However, there will 

also be theoretical (liberal internationalism, neo-realism, and peripheral dependence in Canadian foreign 

policy), comparative (the 1911 and 1988 free trade debates), and issue-specific (peace and security and 

Canada-U.S. relations) classes.  

 

Our class time shall be devoted to lectures, class discussion and seminar work. Lectures will review the 

readings assigned that day plus other material (all of which is testable on the mid-term and final exam). 

If possible, a guest speaker (a former senior diplomat) will visit to discuss Canadian foreign policy. 

 

Who would take this course and why? 

 

The course is designed for students interested in the making and conduct of Canadian foreign policy. 

Those with a historical bent will find much to whet their appetite. Political scientists, journalists, and 

public policy students may well find the classes on theory, interests and values, nationalism, Canada-

U.S. relations, and peace and security to be of interest. This course will help students better understand 

Canada‟s role and engagement in the world. 

 

Students who will profit most from this course include those:  

 

 working on Canadian foreign policy and international security topics; 

 interested in theory, conflict, and peacekeeping; and 

 concerned about Canadian political, diplomatic and military history. 

 

Learning objectives for the course: 

 

 Read articles and book chapters on the theory and practice of Canadian foreign policy and 

pertaining to specific historical or contemporary case studies; 

 demonstrate knowledge and effective comprehension of Canadian foreign policy though 

participation in class activities (such as by asking questions and through group work) and 

seminars; 

 demonstrate ability to utilise course materials in the preparation of a seminar presentation and 

report; and 

 demonstrate analytical grasp of course materials on mid-term and final exams. 

 

Format of lecture sessions: 

 

The course content will be presented through lectures. The lectures will occupy about 1 to 1½ hours of 

each 3 hour class. The objective will be to present 1 to 3 main ideas in each lecture and provide 

opportunity for student discussion and student engagement through in-class exercises. Regular lecture 
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attendance will make it easier for students to fully participate, and make it easier for students to learn the 

course concepts and issues that may come up in future studies or non-academic work.  

 

The second part of the lecture will unfold 1 of 2 ways. The class may engage in extended exercises of 

some sort, in which the students will have the opportunity to treat with the topics of discussion for that 

day. Or, the class will reassemble into smaller self-moderated seminars. Normally the seminars will 

address big issues that have several types of correct answers (to encourage dialogue). The topics will 

relate to assigned readings. And as noted, the second half of one class may feature a guest speaker. 

 

The seminars may be useful to students because of their relevance to the mid-term and final exams. The 

seminars provide opportunity to talk and build confidence dealing with the issues in a more relaxed 

setting. Seminar participants will have special opportunity to practice negotiation skills and to speak out 

in class, for later on seminars will be expected to prepare group statements for class presentation. 

 

Textbook: 

 

 Norman Hillmer and J.L. Granatstein, Empire to Umpire: Canada and the World into the 

Twenty-First Century, 2
nd

 ed., (Toronto: Thompson Learning, 2008)  

 

The textbook has been ordered and will be available at Haven Books not far from Carleton University 

(43 Seneca Street, 613-730-9888, info@havenbooks.ca).  

 

Other specific readings will be made available on reserve or made available electronically. From time to 

time additional readings may be added to the course. Readings marked with an * are from the course 

texts. Others are marked with an R for books on reserve or RC for photocopied reading on reserve. 

Readings marked [web] can be accessed independently using the Carleton Library databases. 

 

Students are expected to complete all readings before coming to class.  

 

Class evaluation: 

 

Participation in class: 10% of total grade 

Participation in seminars and final seminar presentation: 15% 

Seminar report: 15% 

Mid-term exam (in class on July 23): 30% 

Final exam (to be scheduled during the formal exam period, August 14 – 19): 30% of total grade 

 

Participation in class: grades will be based on informed participation in class debates and discussions. 

Students who receive the most points will be those who not only show up, but who demonstrate a 

willingness to grapple with course materials. Students are strongly encouraged to ask questions and 

engage in class discussions. 

 

Participation in seminars: is important to the final participation grade. Students will be placed in 1 of 3 

seminars that will meet during Weeks 3-5. Each seminar will be assigned a topic to work on. The 

seminars will be semi-moderated (the instructor can go to only 1-2 each class), but sign-in sheets will be 

used to further the grading process. By the second class in Week 6, the seminars should have found a 

consensus and nearly finished work on a brief report explaining their stance. The result must be at least 

750 words, be double-spaced, written in normal essay-paragraph style, and can have a bibliography. 

During Week 7, Class 1, each group will present their report to the class. The floor will then be opened 

for class-wide discussion. The seminar reports will be handed-in that day, like the presentations, count 

for part of the total participation grade. 
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The mid-term exam will take place in Week 4, Class 1. It will be an hour and a half long. The format 

will be „short answer / state the significance of.‟ Students will be presented with a choice of at least six 

terms and be asked to write on at least three. 

 

Date, time and location of the final exam will be scheduled during the formal exam period (August 14 – 

19). The format will be „short answer / short essay question.‟ The final exam will probe understanding 

of the core course concepts. The instructor will be most interested not in memorization but in the quality 

of student analysis and ability to apply the knowledge learned. 

 

Other considerations:  

 

It is not acceptable to hand in the same assignment for two or more courses. To obtain credit, students 

must complete the mid-term exam, term work assignments, and final exam. Failure to do so will result in 

a failing grade for this course. 

 

Course readings: [the instructor reserves the right to add or subtract from this list] 

 

Week 1, Class 1 (2 July): Introductions and outline of course. No assigned readings. 

 

Week 2, Class 1 (7 July): Lecture topic: “Theory and Canadian Foreign Policy Analysis” 

 

- RC - John Kirton, Canadian Foreign Policy in a Changing World, (2007), pp. 11-88 

 

Week 2, Class 1 (9 July): Lecture topic: “Empire Days and Young Nation in the World (1896-1921)” 

 

- * Hillmer and Granatstein, pp. 1-74 

 

Week 2, Class 2 (14 July): First meeting of seminar groups. Lecture topic: “King and Country in Peace 

and War (1921-45)” 

 

- * Hillmer and Granatstein, pp. 75-160 

 

Week 3, Class 1 (16 July): Lecture topic: “International Trade: Canada-U.S. Free Trade, 1911 and 

1988” 

 

- [web] L. Ethan Ellis, “Canada‟s Rejection of Reciprocity in 1911,” Journal of the Canadian 

Historical Association 1939, (1939), pp. 99-111  

 

- R - Gordon Ritchie, Wrestling with the Elephant: The Inside Story of the Canada-U.S. Trade 

Wars,  (1997), chapts 8, 13 

 

Week 3, Class 2 (21 July): Lecture topic: “Stepping into the Cold War World, and the Golden Age of 

Canadian Foreign Policy.”  

 

- * Hillmer and Granatstein, pp. 161-206 

 

- R - Adam Chapnick, The Middle Power Project: Canada and the Founding of the United Nations 

(2005), conclusion 
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Week 4, Class 1 (23 July): Mid-term Exam. Lecture topic: “Canadian Foreign Policy and Continental 

and International Security” 

 

- R - Albert Legault, “Some Aspects of Canadian Diplomacy in the Area of Disarmament and 

Arms Control, 1945-1988,” in Making a Difference? Canada‟s Foreign Policy in a Changing 

World Order, John English and Norman Hillmer, eds, (1992), pp. 163-182 

 

- R - Stéphane Roussel, “Business as Usual: The Joint Defence of North America, 1945-1958,” 

and “Conclusion,” in The North American Democratic Peace, (2004), pp. 193-242 

 

Week 4, Class 2 (28 July): Lecture topic: “Canadian Foreign Policy under Diefenbaker, Pearson and 

Trudeau” 

 

- * Hillmer and Granatstein, pp. 207-72 

 

Week 5, Class 1 (30 July): Last meeting of seminar groups. Lecture topic: “End of the Cold War, New 

World Disorder and the War on Terror” 

 

- * Hillmer and Granatstein, pp. 273-348 

 

Week 5, Class 2 (4 August): Civic holiday. Class cancelled.  

 

Week 6, Class 1 (6 August): Lecture topic: “Canadian Foreign Policy and Old / New Peacekeeping.” 

Possible guest lecturer in second half of class. 

 

- R - Nicholas Gammer, From Peacekeeping to Peacemaking: Canada‟s Response to the Yugoslav 

Crisis, (2001), pp. 195-211 

 

- R - J.L. Granatstein, “Did Canada Make a Difference? And What Difference did Peacekeeping 

Make to Canada?” in Making a Difference? Canada‟s Foreign Policy in a Changing World 

Order, John English and Norman Hillmer, eds, (1992), pp. 222-236 

 

 Week 6, Class 2 (11 August): Lecture topic: “Canada-U.S. Relations: The Last Twenty Years.” 

Possible guest lecturer in second half of class.  

 

- R - Derek H. Burney, “The Perennial Challenge: Managing Canada-US Relations,” in Canada 

Among Nations 2005: Split Images, Andrew F. Cooper and Dane Rowlands, eds, (2005), pp. 47-

62 

 

- R - John Herd Thompson and Stephen J. Randall, Canada and the United States: Ambivalent 

Allies, (2002), pp.274-317 

 

Week 7, Class 1 (13 August): Seminar Presentations and Discussion. Lecture topic: “Course review for 

Final Exam” 

 

 
Academic Accommodations 
 
For Students with Disabilities: Students with disabilities requiring academic accommodations in this course are 
encouraged to contact the Paul Menton Centre (PMC) for Students with Disabilities (500 University Centre) to 
complete the necessary forms. After registering with the PMC, make an appointment to meet with the instructor in 
order to discuss your needs at least two weeks before the first in-class test or CUTV midterm exam. This will 
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allow for sufficient time to process your request. Please note the following deadline for submitting completed 
forms to the PMC for formally scheduled exam accommodations: July 25

th
, 2008 for August examinations. 

 
For Religious Observance: Students requesting accommodation for religious observances should apply in 
writing to their instructor for alternate dates and/or means of satisfying academic requirements. Such requests 
should be made during the first two weeks of class, or as soon as possible after the need for accommodation is 
known to exist, but no later than two weeks before the compulsory academic event. Accommodation is to be 
worked out directly and on an individual basis between the student and the instructor(s) involved. Instructors will 
make accommodations in a way that avoids academic disadvantage to the student. Instructors and students may 
contact an Equity Services Advisor for assistance (www.carleton.ca/equity). 
 
For Pregnancy: Pregnant students requiring academic accommodations are encouraged to contact an Equity 
Advisor in Equity Services to complete a letter of accommodation. Then, make an appointment to discuss your 
needs with the instructor at least two weeks prior to the first academic event in which it is anticipated the 
accommodation will be required. 
 
Plagiarism: The Undergraduate Calendar defines plagiarism as: "to use and pass off as one's own idea or 
product, work of another without expressly giving credit to another."  The Graduate Calendar states that 
plagiarism has occurred when a student either:  (a) directly copies another's work without acknowledgment; or (b) 
closely paraphrases the equivalent of a short paragraph or more without acknowledgment; or (c) borrows, without 
acknowledgment, any ideas in a clear and recognizable form in such a way as to present them as the student's 
own thought, where such ideas, if they were the student's own would contribute to the merit of his or her own 
work.  Instructors who suspect plagiarism are required to submit the paper and supporting documentation to the 
Departmental Chair who will refer the case to the Dean.   It is not permitted to hand in the same assignment to 
two or more courses. The Department's Style Guide is available at:  
http://www.carleton.ca/polisci/undergrad/Essay%20Style%20Guide.html 
 
Oral Examination: At the discretion of the instructor, students may be required to pass a brief oral examination 
on research papers and essays. 
 
Submission and Return of Term Work: Papers must be handed directly to the instructor and will not be date-
stamped in the departmental office. Late assignments may be submitted to the drop box in the corridor outside 
B640 Loeb. Assignments will be retrieved every business day at 4 p.m., stamped with that day's date, and then 
distributed to the instructor.  For essays not returned in class please attach a stamped, self-addressed 
envelope if you wish to have your assignment returned by mail.  Please note that assignments sent via fax or 
email will not be accepted. Final exams are intended solely for the purpose of evaluation and will not be returned. 
 
Approval of final grades: Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor subject to the approval of 
the Faculty Dean. This means that grades submitted by an instructor may be subject to revision. No grades are 
final until they have been approved by the Dean. 
 
Course Requirements: Students must fulfill all course requirements in order to achieve a passing grade.  Failure 
to hand in any assignment will result in a grade of F.  Failure to write the final exam will result in a grade of ABS. 
FND (Failure No Deferred) is assigned when a student's performance is so poor during the term that they cannot 
pass the course even with 100% on the final examination. In such cases, instructors may use this notation on the 
Final Grade Report to indicate that a student has already failed the course due to inadequate term work and 
should not be permitted access to a deferral of the examination. Deferred final exams are available ONLY if the 
student is in good standing in the course. 
 
Connect Email Accounts: The Department of Political Science strongly encourages students to sign up for a 
campus email account. Important course and University information will be distributed via the Connect email 
system. See http://connect.carleton.ca for instructions on how to set up your account. 

 


