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Carleton University                  Fall 2006
Department of Political Science

PSCI 3704A
Post-Communist Transformation in East/ Central-Europe

Thursday 8.35 a.m. - 11.25 a.m.
4494 ME

Instructor: Peter Huncik Office: 1313 DT
Telephone: (613) 520-2600 x6652 Office hours: 12 p.m. – 1:30 p.m.
E-mail: pethun@hotmail.com

Course Description:
The course provides a comparative examination of the rise and fall of communism in
East-Central Europe as well as an analysis of a social and institutional transformation in
the post-communist period. The course also represents a comprehensive introduction to
the political history of Eastern Europe in the 20  century. Students will explore essentialth

institutions, events and processes in Albania, Bulgaria, the former Czechoslovakia,
Hungary, Poland, Romania and the former Yugoslavia. The aim of the fall term is to
provide students with a basic understanding of the economic, social and political
development in Eastern Europe during its communist years. At the end of the term, we
will examine in detail the main processes that lead to the Revolution of 1989 and the
final demise of the communist system in the region and main transformation
development in the region. 

Required text:
(available for purchase at the Carleton University Bookstore)
The Politics of Central Europe, Attila Agh, Sage Publications, 1998

Supplementary Readings:
(select texts available for purchase at the Carleton University Bookstore)
Politics in Eastern Europe 1945-1992, George Schopflin, Oxford: Blackwell, 1994
We the People: The Revolution of 1989, T. G. Ash, Cambridge: Grant Books, 1990
Central and Eastern Europe 1944 - 1993, Ivan T. Berend, Cambridge, 1996
Eastern Europe in the Twentieth Century 2  edition, R. J. Cramption, Routledge, 1997nd

The Power of the Powerless, Vaclav Havel, London: Hutchinson, 1985
The Walls Came Tumbling Down: The Collapse of Communism in Eastern Europe, Gail
Stokes, New York: Oxford UP, 1993
Eastern European Nationalism in the Twentieth Century, Peter Sugar (ed.), Washington:
American UP, 1995
Nationalism in Eastern Europe, Peter Sugar (ed.), Seattle: Washington UP, 1969
National Minorities in Europe, Ch. Pan & B. Pfeil, Wien: Braumuller, 2002
The Gypsies, A. Fraser, Blackwell Publ., 1992
TAS, S. Bordas & P. Huncik, Dunajska Streda: NAP, 1999
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Evaluation:
To obtain credit in a course, students must meet all course requirements for attendance,
term work, and examinations. Note that there is a mark for class participation. The mark
will take into account not only the attendance but also the extent and quality of the
student’s discussion of lectures and assigned readings. The components of the course
grade are as follow:

Class participation:           10%
2 Written assignments:     20% (Due September 28 and October 26)
Term essay:                      30% (Due November 23)
Oral presentation:             10%
Final exam:       30% (To be scheduled during formal exam period, Dec. 6 – 22)

Written Assignments: 
The purpose of the two written assignments (each 2 pages long) is to familiarize students
with the required readings and to prepare them for the class discussion. The first
assignment will be due on September 28, the second assignment on October 26. The
topics will be distributed in class.

Term Essay:
Due Nov. 23. The list of topics will be distributed in the class on September 28. Students
are not permitted to choose a topic that is not on the list. The essay must be typewritten,
double-spaced, 12-15 pages in length, 250 words per page, and must follow one of the
major recognized formats in footnote citation and bibliographic notation. Students are
expected to pay close attention to the clarity of arguments; poorly written essays
negatively affect the final mark. The essay submitted in the course may not have been
submitted in another course. Essays must be submitted the last week of fall term classes.
Late submissions will be penalized one grade point per day. Assignments sent by fax to
the Department of Political Science will not be accepted.

Class Presentation:
Class presentation will take a form of a role play. Each class will be introduced by a
group of 3-4 students who will act the role of a well-known political figure in an
important political moment. Specific topics will be determined during the course.

Fall-term Examination: 
The exam will be two hours in length and will cover assigned readings, class discussions
and lecture material. The format will be discussed during the review session scheduled
for the last week of lectures. To be scheduled during the formal exam period, December
6 – 22. 

Oral Presentation
The format and topics for the oral presentation as well as the dates will be discussed in
class.
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Lecture Topics and Assigned Readings: 

September      7          Introduction

14 Eastern Europe between the Wars/ Political Traditions
Agh, 24-49
Sugar (1969) 3-54
Sugar (1995) 1-21
Crampton 31-39
Schopflin   5- 57

September      21        Communists on the Road to Power
                                     Schopflin 57-75
                                     Crampton  211-255

28 Stalinism
Berend  39-94
Schopflin 75 – 104

October            5        De-Stalinization
                                    Schopflin 104 – 127
                                    Berend 94 – 153
 

12 The 1960s: Reform and Failure
Schopflin 127 – 157
Berend  155-182

19 The Years of “Real Socialism”
Schopflin  157 – 224
Berend 222 – 254
Havel  23 – 97

26 The End of Communism in Eastern Europe
Schopflin 224 – 256
Ash 

November          2      Social Transformation and Institutional Changes in ECE
                                    Agh 49 – 101, 140 – 171

9 National Minorities in ECE I. 
Pan 3 – 9, 186 – 206
Sugar (1969) 3 – 54

  16     National Minorities in ECE II. – Solutions
Pan 208 – 240
Stokes  203 – 211
Huncik  13 – 22
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23 The Great Challenge of ECE – The Roma Problem
Fraser 10-28, 87 – 126, 256 – 316

24 Review

Role Plays:

Sept. 21     Yalta, 1945 February 4 – 12
                    Narrator / Director
                    Stalin – Roosevelt – Churchill

Sept. 28      The Purges of the Late 40s and Early 50s – The Slansky Process 1952
                    Narrator / Director
                    Prosecutor – Slansky

Oct. 5          Revolution in Hungary 1956
                    Narrator / Director
                    Imre Nagy – Janos Kadar – Kruschev

Oct. 12       Prague Spring 1968
                   Narrator / Director
                   Dubcek – L. Brezhnev – G. Husak

Oct. 19       The Solidarsnosc
                   Narrator / Director
                   L. Walesa – Gen. Jaruzelski

Oct. 26        The Hungarian Transformation – Round Table in Budapest
                     Narrator / Director
                     V. Orban – M. Szuros – K. Grosz

Nov. 2          Revolution in Poland
                     Narrator / Director
                     Michnik – Gen. Jaruzelski

Nov. 9          The Velvet Disintegration of Czechoslovakia
                     Narrator / Director
                     V. Havel – V. Meciar

Nov. 16        The Yugoslavian Case
                     Narrator / Director
                     Karadzic – Tudjman – Kucan

Nov 23         The Minorities in ECE
                     Narrator / Director
                     An ethnic Hungarian from Romania – a Jew from Budapest – a Roma from 
                     Slovakia       
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Academic Accommodations

For Students with Disabilities: Students with disabilities requiring academic accommodations in

this course are encouraged to contact the Paul Menton Centre (PMC) for Students with

Disabilities (500 University Centre) to complete the necessary forms. After registering with the

PMC, make an appointment to meet with the instructor in order to discuss your needs at least two

weeks before the first in-class test or CUTV midterm exam . This will allow for sufficient time to

process your request. Please note the following deadlines for submitting completed forms to the

PMC for formally scheduled exam accommodations: November 6 , 2006 for fall and fall/winterth

term courses, and March 9 , 2007 for winter term courses.th

For Religious Observance: Students requesting accommodation for religious observances

should apply in writing to their instructor for alternate dates and/or means of satisfying academic

requirements. Such requests should be made during the first two weeks of class, or as soon as

possible after the need for accommodation is known to exist, but no later than two weeks before

the compulsory academic event. Accommodation is to be worked out directly and on an individual

basis between the student and the instructor(s) involved. Instructors will make accommodations in

a way that avoids academic disadvantage to the student. Instructors and students may contact an

Equity Services Advisor for assistance (www.carleton.ca/equity).

For Pregnancy: Pregnant students requiring academic accommodations are encouraged to

contact an Equity Advisor in Equity Services to complete a letter of accommodation. Then, make

an appointment to discuss your needs with the instructor at least two weeks prior to the first

academic event in which it is anticipated the accommodation will be required.

Plagiarism: The Undergraduate Calendar defines plagiarism as: "to use and pass off as one's

own idea or product, work of another without expressly giving credit to another."  The Graduate

Calendar states that plagiarism has occurred when a student either:  (a) directly copies another's

work without acknowledgment; or (b) closely paraphrases the equivalent of a short paragraph or

more without acknowledgment; or (c) borrows, without acknowledgment, any ideas in a clear and

recognizable form in such a way as to present them as the student's own thought, where such

ideas, if they were the student's own would contribute to the merit of his or her own work. 

Instructors who suspect plagiarism are required to submit the paper and supporting

documentation to the Departmental Chair who will refer the case to the Dean.   It is not permitted

to hand in the same assignment to two or more courses. The Department's Style Guide is

available at:  www.carleton.ca/polisci/undergrad/styleguide.pdf

Oral Examination: At the discretion of the instructor, students may be required to pass a brief

oral examination on research papers and essays.

Submission and Return of Term Work: Papers must be handed directly to the instructor and will

not be date-stamped in the departmental office. Late assignments may be submitted to the drop

box in the corridor outside B640 Loeb. Assignments will be retrieved every business day at 4

p.m., stamped with that day's date, and then distributed to the instructor.  For essays not returned

in class please attach a stamped, self-addressed envelope if you wish to have your assignment

returned by mail.  Please note that assignments sent via fax or email will not be accepted. Final

exams are intended solely for the purpose of evaluation and will not be returned.

Approval of final grades: Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor subject to

the approval of the Faculty Dean. This means that grades submitted by an instructor may be

subject to revision. No grades are final until they have been approved by the Dean.

Course Requirements: Students must fulfill all course requirements in order to achieve a passing

grade.  Failure to hand in any assignment will result in a grade of F.  Failure to write the final exam

will result in a grade of ABS. FND (Failure B No Deferred) is assigned when a student's

performance is so poor during the term that they cannot pass the course even with 100% on the
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final examination. In such cases, instructors may use this notation on the Final Grade Report to

indicate that a student has already failed the course due to inadequate term work and should not

be permitted access to a deferral of the examination. Deferred final exams are available ONLY if

the student is in good standing in the course.

Connect Email Accounts: The Department of Political Science strongly encourages students to

sign up for a campus email account. Important course and University information will be

distributed via the Connect email system. See http://connect.carleton.ca for instructions on how to

set up your account.
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