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Carleton University Summ er 2006

Department of Political Science 

PSCI 4006A / 5006S 

Legislatures and Representation in Canada

Seminar: 2:35 p.m. – 5:25 p.m., Tuesdays and Thursdays (A602 Loeb)

Professor Jonathan Malloy

Loeb B640

520-2600 x8240

jonathan_malloy@carleton.ca

Office Hours : Mondays 1:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m.; Tuesdays 1:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m. 

This course focuses on legislatures as vehicles of political representation in Canada.  We will ask what

roles legislatures play and whether they perform them well, looking at them in the context of the political

system and other modes of representation.  

Grading: 

Discussion Paper 10%  Due Thurs June 1

Research Paper 50% Due Tues June 27 (last class)

Presentation         10%

Participation 30%

Papers are due at the beginning of class.  Late submissions will be subject to a penalty of one-third of a

letter grade per day (i.e., from B+ to B), including weekends.  A “day” is calculated from 4:00 PM when

essays are collected from the drop box outside the Political Science main office, Loeb B640.

The course workload will be the same whether students are enrolled in PSCI 4006 or 5006.  However,

students registered in PSCI 5006 will be evaluated using higher criteria appropriate for graduate-level

studies.

All students are expected to do a presentation based on one week’s readings.  Participation grades are

awarded based on both quantity and quality of participation throughout the term.  Students are expected

to be familiar with the readings and contribute regularly in class.

Texts: 

1. David C. Docherty, Legislatures (UBC Press, 2005)

2. Reading Package - available at the Carleton bookstore and on reserve at the library.  

3. On-Line Readings - To save costs, any readings easily available online have not been included in

the reading package.  

Schedule 

Thurs May 18 - Introduction

  

Tues May 23 - Representation and the Westmnster Model

Docherty, Chapter One

Franks, The Parliament of Canada (University of Toronto Press: 1987)

Chapter 1, "Parliament in an Age of Reform"
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Chapter Two, "Approaches to Parliamentary Government" 

Thurs May 25 - MPs

Docherty, Chapters Two and Three

Jonathan Malloy, “The House of Commons Under the Chretien Government” in G. Bruce Doern,

ed.,  How Ottawa Spends 2003-4: Regime Change and Policy Shift (Oxford University Press,

2003)

Tues May 30 -Parties and Discipline

Docherty 

Chapter Five, “Opportunities in the Assem bly”

Chapter Seven “Legislative Process”

Christopher Garner and Natalia Letki, “Party Structure and Backbench Dissent in the Parliament

of Canada” Canadian Journal of Political Science 38:2 (June 2005)

Jonathan Malloy, “High Discipline, Low Cohesion?  The Uncertain Patterns of Canadian

Parliamentary Party Groups” Journal of Legislative Studies 9:4 (W inter 2003)

(Instructor will distribute electronic copies)

Thurs June 1 - No Class

Tues June 6 - Citizen Expectations

Cam eron D. Anderson and Elizabeth Goodyear-Grant “Conceptions of Political Representation in

Canada: An Explanation of Public Opinion” Canadian Journal of Political Science 38:4 (December

2005) 

David C. Docherty, “Citizens and Legislators: Different Views on Representation” in Neil Nevitte,

ed., Value Change and Governance in Canada (University of Toronto Press: Toronto, 2002)

Lisa Young, "Value Clash: Parliament and C itizens After 150 Years of Responsible Governm ent"

in F. Leslie Seidle and Louis Massicotte, eds., Taking Stock of 150 Years of Responsible

Government in Canada (Ottawa: Canadian Study of Parliament Group, 1998) 

Thurs June 8 - Gender and Diversity

Linda Trimble and Manon Tremblay “Women Politicians in Canada’s Parliament and Legislatures,

1917-2000: A Soc io-demographic Profile” in Linda Trimble and Manon Trem blay, eds., Women

and Electoral Politics in Canada (Oxford University Press: Toronto, 2003)

Jerome H. Black “Representation in the Parliam ent of Canada: The Case of Ethnic Minorities” in

Joanna Everitt and Brenda O’Neill, eds., Citizen Politics: Research and Theory in Canadian

Political Behaviour (Oxford University Press: Toronto, 2002)

Manon Tremblay, "Do Fem ale MPs Substantively Represent W omen?  A Study of Legislative

Behaviour in Canada's 35th Parliament" Canadian Journal of Political Science XXX1:3 (September

1998) 

Tues June 13 - Scrutiny and Accountability

Reading Assignment:

Read any two research papers prepared for the Commission of Inquiry into the

Sponsorship Program and Related Activities (the Gomery Commission).  All available at:
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http://epe.lac-bac.gc.ca/100/206/301/pco-bcp/comm issions/sponsorship-ef/06-03-

06/www.gomery.ca/en/phase2report/index.asp

Thurs June 15 - The Senate

David C. Docherty, “The Canadian Senate: Chamber of Sober Reflection or Loony Cousin Best

Not Ta lked About?” Journal of Legislative Studies 8:3 (Autumn 2002)

Tues June 20 - Constituents and the Internet

Docherty, Chapter Four, “Constituency W ork”

Stephen W ard and W ainer Lusoli, “‘From  W eird to Wired’ MPs, the Internet and Representative

Politics in the UK” Journal of Legislative Studies 11:1 (Spring 2005)

Jonathan Malloy, “The Role of Parliamentary Legislators in Participatory E-Governm ent”

(Vancouver, June 2004) (instructor will distribute electronic copy)

Thurs June 22 - Territorial and Provincial Legislatures

Graham W hite “Traditional Aboriginal Values in a W estminster Parliament: The Legislative

Assembly of Nunavut” Journal of Legislative Studies 12:1 (March 2006)

(instructor will distribute electronic copy)

Docherty, Chapter 6, “Scrutiny and the Size of Legislatures” 

David Pond “Im posing a Neo-L iberal Theory of Representation on the W estm inster Model: A

Canadian Case” Journal of Legislative Studies 11:2 (Summer 2005)

Recommended:

Graham W hite, “Comparing Provinc ial Legislatures” in C. Dunn, ed., Provincial Politics

(Broadview Press, 1996) 

Tues June 27 - The Future

Docherty, Chapter 8, “What Legislatures Should and Should Not Do”

Jonathan Malloy, “The ‘Respons ible Governm ent Approach’ and its Effect on Canadian Legislative

Studies” Parliamentary Perspectives 5 (Canadian Study of Parliament Group)

(available online at: http://www.studyparliament.ca/English/pdf/Perspective_2002_Eng.pdf)

Academic Accommodations

For Students with Disabilities: Students with disabilities requiring academ ic accom modations in this

course are encouraged to contact the Paul Menton Centre (PMC) for Students with Disabilities (500

University Centre) to complete the necessary forms. After registering with the PMC, make an appointment

to meet with the instructor in order to discuss your needs at least two weeks before the first in-class

test or CUTV midterm exam . This will allow for sufficient time to process your request. Please note the

following deadlines for submitting completed forms to the PMC for formally scheduled exam

accommodations: June 2, 2006 for June examinations, and July 21, 2006 for August examinations.
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For Religious Observance: Students requesting accom modation for religious observances should apply

in writing to their instructor for alternate dates and/or means of satisfying academic requirements. Such

requests should be made during the first two weeks of class, or as soon as possible after the need for

accommodation is known to exist, but no later than two weeks before the compulsory academic event.

Accommodation is to be worked out directly and on an individual basis between the student and the

instructor(s) involved. Instructors will make accommodations in a way that avoids academic disadvantage

to the student. Instructors and students may contact an Equity Services Advisor for assistance

(www.carleton.ca/equity).

For Pregnancy: Pregnant students requiring academic accomm odations are encouraged to contact an

Equity Advisor in Equity Services to complete a letter of accommodation. Then, m ake an appointm ent to

discuss your needs with the instructor at least two weeks prior to the first academ ic event in which it is

anticipated the accomm odation will be required.

Plagiarism: The Undergraduate Calendar defines plagiarism as: "to use and pass off as one's own idea

or product, work of another without expressly giving credit to another."  The Graduate Calendar states that

plagiarism has occurred when a student either:  (a) directly copies another's work without

acknowledgment; or (b) closely paraphrases the equivalent of a short paragraph or more without

acknowledgm ent; or (c) borrows, without acknowledgm ent, any ideas in a clear and recognizable form  in

such a way as to present them as the student's own thought, where such ideas, if they were the student's

own would contribute to the merit of his or her own work.  Instructors who suspect plagiarism are required

to submit the paper and supporting documentation to the Departmental Chair who will refer the case to the

Dean.   It is  not perm itted to hand in the same assignment to two or more courses. The Departm ent's Style

Guide is available at:  www.carleton.ca/polisci/undergrad/styleguide.pdf

Oral Examination: At the discretion of the instructor, students may be required to pass a brief oral

examination on research papers and essays.

Submission and Return of Term Work: Papers must be handed directly to the instructor and will not be

date-stam ped in the departmental office. Late  assignments may be submitted to the drop box in the

corridor outside B640 Loeb. Assignments will be retrieved every business day at 4 p.m., stamped with that

day's date, and then distributed to the instructor.  For essays not returned in class please attach a

stamped, self-addressed envelope if you wish to have your assignment returned by m ail.  Please note

that assignm ents sent via fax  or email will not be accepted. Final exams are intended solely for the

purpose of evaluation and will not be returned.

Approval of final grades: Standing in a course is determ ined by the course instructor, subject to the

approval of the Faculty Dean.

Course Requirements: Students must fu lfill all course requirements in order to achieve a passing grade. 

Failure to hand in any assignment will result in a grade of F.  Failure to write the final exam will result in a

grade of ABS. FND (Failure B No Deferred) is assigned when a student's performance is so poor during

the term that they cannot pass the course even with 100% on the final examination. In such cases,

instructors may use this notation on the Final Grade Report to indicate that a student has already failed

the course due to inadequate term work and should not be permitted access to a deferral of the

examination. Deferred final exams are available ONLY if the student is in good standing in the course.

Connect Email Accounts: The Department of Political Science strongly encourages students to sign up

for a campus email account. Important course and University information will be distributed via the

Connect em ail system . See http://connect.carleton.ca for instructions on how to set up your account.
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