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Carleton University Winter 2007 

Department of Political Science

PSCI 4009A

Quebec Politics

Mondays 11:35 – 2:25

201 Patterson

Instructor: Nadia Verrelli Office: D-661 Loeb Building

Telephone: 520-2600 ext. 1425 Office Hours: Wednesdays, 12 – 2 p.m.

E-mail: nadiaverrelli@hotmail.com or by appointment

Purpose: The primary object of this course is to deal with the internal politics of Québec and

with Québec's relations with the rest of Canada.  The course will focus in particular on the

following areas: nationalism, constitutionalism and social change.  The course should give a

good knowledge of Québec and a better understanding of Canadian politics.  In addition, it

should foster your ability to assess critically a field of research, with its findings, theories,

and ideologies.

Format: The course will be taught as a seminar, emphasizing reading of a common body of

material, and discussion of the issues raised in it by the class.  All students are expected to

do the readings each week and be prepared to present arguments and general findings, as

well as to provide constructive comments and criticism.

Class participation is very important since each student will be responsible for the presentation of

one or two theme(s).

Books

· Alain-G. Gagnon, Québec. State and Society, Third Edition. Peterborough: Broadview

Press, 2004.

· John F. Conway, Debts to Pay. The Future of Federalism in Quebec, Third Edition.

Toronto: Lorimer, 2004.

All other items have been placed on reserve at the Library

Requirements

Students are expected to attend the lectures, to read the assigned literature and to complete all

assignments.  They are also welcome to raise relevant questions and issues in class.  

How your grade will be calculated

45% term paper – Due  March 12, 2007

20% participation (this includes weekly forms)

15% presentation – Dates vary

20% critical review – Due date depends on your presentation date

Course evaluation

i) Research paper (45%):

The essay should be no longer than 20 typed (double spaced) pages.  It is due no later than
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March 12 2007.  Topics are normally those covered in the seminars, but students may wish to

propose an original research project.  All the topics must be chosen before February 13, and be

discussed and approved by the instructor.

Submit your paper to me in person in class, place it in my mailbox, via the essay drop-off box,

located outside the Political Science Office or mail it to me (Political Science Department,

Carleton University, Ottawa, ON K1S 5B6). The postmark will be used to determine if the paper

is late. 

Please keep a copy of your paper. 

N.B. Penalties: If your Essay paper is handed in late, there is a penalty of 5% per day.

ii) Class presentation (15%):

Each week, one or two students will be asked to present the salient points of one or two readings,

and provide a critique.

i) Critical review (20%): Due date depends on your presentation date

The critical review should be no longer than 8 typed (double spaced) pages.  It is due the week

after your presentation.  Topics are those covered in your presentation.  Essentially you will

provide for a summary of the most important points of the week’s readings.  You will also be

required to compare the different articles and provide a critique of them.  No additional research

is required.  

iii) Participation and Weekly form (20%):

To facilitate and better focus discussions, students are asked to submit two (2) written questions

raised by that session's readings.  These are to be placed emailed to me a full day ahead of the

seminar.

Assignments sent by fax to the Department of Political Science will not be accepted. Nor will

they be accepted by email (with the exception of weekly forms). It is not acceptable to hand

in the same assignment for two of more courses. Late papers will be penalized at a rate of

5% per day.

SCHEDULE:

I January 8: Introduction to the Course

 

II January 15: Different Theories of Federalism

Black, Edwin, Divided Loyalties: Canadian Concepts of Federalism, Montreal, McGill-Queen’s 

University Press, 1975, Chapters 5 and 6.

Rocher, Francois and Smith, Miriam, “Four Dimensions of the Canadian Constitutional Debate”,

in F.    Rocher and M. Smith (eds), New Trends in Canadian Federalism, Peterborough,

Broadview Press,

2003, pp. 45 – 66.

McRoberts, Kenneth, Misconceiving Canada: The Struggle for National Unity, Toronto, Oxford 

University Press, 1997, Chapter 1.

III January 22: The Quiet Revolution
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Conway, chaps. 2, 3 and 4.

Behiels, Michael, (1985), Prelude to Quebec's Quiet Revolution: Liberalism versus Neo-

nationalism, 1945-1960, Kingston and Montreal, McGill-Queen's University Press, chs. 1 and 9.

Stevenson, Garth, Community Besieged: The Anglophone Minority and the Politics of

Quebec,Montreal and Kingston, McGill-Queen’s University Press, 1999, Chapter 5.

IV January 29: Quebec Nationalism

Gagnon, chaps 1, 2, 3, 4, 

Trudeau, Pierre, “New Treason of the Intellectuals”, in G. Pelletier, Against the Current: Selected

Writings 1939-1996, Toronto, McClelland & Stewart Inc., pp. 150-181.

V February 5: Quebec Political Economy

Gagnon, chaps. 8, 10, 20 and 21

Rocher, F., “The Evolving Parameters of Québec Nationalism”, in MOST, Journal on

Multicultural Societies, Vol, 4, no. 1, 2002. http://www.unesco.org/most/vl4n1rocher.pdf

VI February 12:  Language Policies

Gagnon, chaps. 16 and 17.

Stevenson, Garth, Community Besieged: The Anglophone Minority and the Politics of

Quebec,Chapter 4.

McRoberts, Kenneth, Quebec: Social Change and Political Crisis, Chapter 6.

VII February 19: Winter Break

VIII February 26: Ethnic Communities and Immigration

Gagnon, chaps. 15 and 18.

Carens, J. H., "Immigration, Political Community, and the Transformation of Identity: Quebec's

Immigration Politics in Critical Perspective", in J. H. Carens (ed.), Is Quebec Nationalism Just?

Perspectives from Anglophone Canada,  Montreal & Kingston, McGill-Queen's University Press,

1995, 20-81.

IX March 5: First Nations and Quebec Nationalism

Gagnon, chap 5.

Salée, D., "Identities in Conflict: the Aboriginal Question and the Politics of Recognition in

Québec", Ethnic and Racial Studies,  Vol 18, no. 2, April 1995, 277-314.

Whitaker, R., "Quebec's Self-determination and Aboriginal Self-government: Conflict and

Reconciliation?", in J. H. Carens (ed.), Is Quebec Nationalism Just? Perspectives from

Anglophone Canada,  Montreal & Kingston, McGill-Queen's University Press, 1995, 193-220.

X March 12: Québec's International Relations

Gagnon, chaps. 19 and 22
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Lemco, J. (1995), "United States Interests in a Sovereign Quebec: What might We Expect?", in

G. Lachapelle, P. Tremblay, J.E. Trent, L'impact référendaire,  Ste-Foy, Presses de l'Université

du Québec, 59-73.

Lecours, A., "Paradiplomacy: Reflections on the Foreign Policy and International Relations

of Regions", International Negotiation, vol. 7, 2002, 91-114. (available online through the

Library website)

XI March 19: Constitutionalism and Quebec I: Patriation of the Constitution 

Conway, chap. 5 

LaForest, Guy, Trudeau and the End of a Canadian Dream, Montreal, McGill-Queen’s University

Press, 1995, Introduction and Chapter 1.

Chretien, Jean, “Bringing the Constitution Home, in T. Axworthy and P.E. Trudeau, Towards a

Just Society.

XII March 26: Constitutionalism and Quebec II: Meech and Charlottetown

Conway, chap. 6, 7, 8 and 9.

Trudeau, Pierre, “Quebec’s Blackmail”, G. Pelletier, Against the Current: Selected Writings

1939-1996, pp. 262-274.

Cook, Ramsay, “Alice in Meechland or the Concept of Quebec as a Distinct Society”, in R. Cook,

Canada Quebec and the Uses of Nationalism, pp. 159-171.

XIV April 2: The 1995 Referendum and Options

Conway, chaps. 10 to 15.

Gagnon, chaps 7 

Rocher, F. Verrelli, N., “Questioning Constitutional Democracy in Canada: From the Canadian

Supreme Court Reference on Quebec Secession to the Clarity Act”, in Alain-G. Gagnon,

Montserat Guibernau and François Rocher (dirs.), The Conditions of Diversity in Multinational

Democracies, Institute for Research on Public Policy, 2003, 207-237.

Academic Accommodations

For Students with Disabilities: Students with disabilities requiring academic accommodations in

this course are encouraged to contact the Paul Menton Centre (PMC) for Students with

Disabilities (500 University Centre) to complete the necessary forms. After registering with the

PMC, make an appointment to meet with the instructor in order to discuss your needs at least two

weeks before the first in-class test or CUTV midterm exam . This will allow for sufficient time to

process your request. Please note the following deadlines for submitting completed forms to the

PMC for formally scheduled exam accommodations: November 6 , 2006 for fall and fall/winterth

term courses, and March 9 , 2007 for winter term courses.th

For Religious Observance: Students requesting accommodation for religious observances

should apply in writing to their instructor for alternate dates and/or means of satisfying academic

requirements. Such requests should be made during the first two weeks of class, or as soon as

possible after the need for accommodation is known to exist, but no later than two weeks before
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the compulsory academic event. Accommodation is to be worked out directly and on an individual

basis between the student and the instructor(s) involved. Instructors will make accommodations in

a way that avoids academic disadvantage to the student. Instructors and students may contact an

Equity Services Advisor for assistance (www.carleton.ca/equity).

For Pregnancy: Pregnant students requiring academic accommodations are encouraged to

contact an Equity Advisor in Equity Services to complete a letter of accommodation. Then, make

an appointment to discuss your needs with the instructor at least two weeks prior to the first

academic event in which it is anticipated the accommodation will be required.

Plagiarism: The Undergraduate Calendar defines plagiarism as: "to use and pass off as one's

own idea or product, work of another without expressly giving credit to another."  The Graduate

Calendar states that plagiarism has occurred when a student either:  (a) directly copies another's

work without acknowledgment; or (b) closely paraphrases the equivalent of a short paragraph or

more without acknowledgment; or (c) borrows, without acknowledgment, any ideas in a clear and

recognizable form in such a way as to present them as the student's own thought, where such

ideas, if they were the student's own would contribute to the merit of his or her own work. 

Instructors who suspect plagiarism are required to submit the paper and supporting

documentation to the Departmental Chair who will refer the case to the Dean.   It is not permitted

to hand in the same assignment to two or more courses. The Department's Style Guide is

available at:  www.carleton.ca/polisci/undergrad/styleguide.pdf

Oral Examination: At the discretion of the instructor, students may be required to pass a brief

oral examination on research papers and essays.

Submission and Return of Term Work: Papers must be handed directly to the instructor and will

not be date-stamped in the departmental office. Late assignments may be submitted to the drop

box in the corridor outside B640 Loeb. Assignments will be retrieved every business day at 4

p.m., stamped with that day's date, and then distributed to the instructor.  For essays not returned

in class please attach a stamped, self-addressed envelope if you wish to have your assignment

returned by mail.  Please note that assignments sent via fax or email will not be accepted. Final

exams are intended solely for the purpose of evaluation and will not be returned.

Approval of final grades: Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor subject to

the approval of the Faculty Dean. This means that grades submitted by an instructor may be

subject to revision. No grades are final until they have been approved by the Dean.

Course Requirements: Students must fulfill all course requirements in order to achieve a passing

grade.  Failure to hand in any assignment will result in a grade of F.  Failure to write the final exam

will result in a grade of ABS. FND (Failure B No Deferred) is assigned when a student's

performance is so poor during the term that they cannot pass the course even with 100% on the

final examination. In such cases, instructors may use this notation on the Final Grade Report to

indicate that a student has already failed the course due to inadequate term work and should not

be permitted access to a deferral of the examination. Deferred final exams are available ONLY if

the student is in good standing in the course.

Connect Email Accounts: The Department of Political Science strongly encourages students to

sign up for a campus email account. Important course and University information will be

distributed via the Connect email system. See http://connect.carleton.ca for instructions on how

to set up your account.
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