
Carleton University                                                                           Early Summer 2007 
Department of Political Science 
 
                                 
                                            PSCI 4104A: SEMINAR 
                               Theory and Practice in Third World Development 
                             Monday/Wednesday, 9:35 a.m. – 12:25 pm 
                                       Classroom: Loeb (LA) A602.                           
 
Instructor: Morgan Nyendu 
Office: Loeb B646 
Office Hours: Monday/Wednesday: 12:30-1:30pm  
Email: nyendu@hotmail.com  
Phone: (613) 520-2600 ext. 1598 
 
Course Description: 
The objective of this seminar is to examine the core perspectives and debates in 
development theory and practice since the 1950s. The seminar is organized in two 
sections. The first section will analyze the evolution of development theory and attempts 
to contextualize it historically. The second section will closely examine development 
theory and practices in selected countries of the Third World – Africa, Asia and South 
America.  
 
Textbooks: 
There are no required text books for this course.    
All Required and Optional readings are on reserve at the MacOdrum Library. 
 
Evaluation:  Students will be evaluated based on their class participation, seminar 
presentation, research paper proposal, and research paper. Marks will be assigned as 
follows:  
            Participation                              20% 
            Seminar Presentation                20% 
            Research Paper Outline            10%   Due in class on June 4 
            Research Paper                         50%   Due in class on June 20 
 
Participation: Since the point of a seminar class is to provide a forum for students to 
discuss their thoughts and ideas, they are expected to come to class prepared to   
contribute to seminar discussions. You must complete all required readings prior to each 
class. Seminar participation will be evaluated on the bases of attendance and the active 
and good-quality contributions in class discussions. A good-quality contribution should 
reflect students’ knowledge and critical understanding of the reading materials. 
Accordingly, it is mandatory to complete all required readings and give them a careful 
thought before coming to class. If you do not keep up with the readings, you will not 
extract maximum value out of the seminar and it will be impossible to receive a good 
mark.  
 



Seminar Presentation: During the first class (introduction), students will be asked to 
sign up for a topic(s) of their interest. Depending on class enrollment, a group of two to 
three students will be responsible for one seminar topic. To lead a seminar, a designated 
group will begin with an oral presentation of the readings, which should include a brief 
summary of the readings and a critical evaluation. The group will also lead the class 
discussion. Students are encouraged to use various formats of participation such as 
posing questions, inviting questions, breaking down to small groups and report back to 
the whole class, etc. to help facilitate the discussion. To be able to conduct a seminar 
successfully, each member of the group has to complete all the required readings. Group 
members should meet before class to divide up the presentation, the writing of the report, 
and to choose a format of the seminar participation. The seminar will be graded based on 
the quality of the presentation, which should reflect clear and critical understanding of the 
readings and their connection to the topic, and the efforts of the group in leading the class 
discussion. The group should prepare and distribute to the class an executive summary of 
the Required Readings which must provide a brief synopsis of each article and about 
three or four ( 4 or 5) important questions coming out of the central themes of the 
Readings for class discussion. 
 
Research Paper Outline: Students are required to develop a short (1-2 pages) outline of 
their intended research paper containing the title, research question, the organization of 
the paper, an indication of some of the relevant literature, a summary of the argument, 
and a select bibliography. This outline must be submitted in class on JUNE 4.  
 
Research Paper: Students will write a longer research paper (14-16 pages maximum, 
12 font and double-spaced) based on any topic directly related to the course. This 
assignment will be graded based on the quality of research and analysis, coherence and 
originality of argument, clarity of writing, and good organization of the paper. The 
research paper is due in class on JUNE 20.  
 
Late Assignment Penalty: There is a late penalty of 2% per day (including weekends) 
for all assignments handed in after the due date. Please do not slide assignments under 
my office door but use the Departmental Drop Box if you are unable to hand in your 
assignment during class. Please note that assignments sent via e-mail or fax will not 
be accepted.  
 
Final Grading: While the calculation of the final marks is based on the criteria shown under 
‘Evaluation’ above,  “..the following equivalents apply to all final grades at Carleton” 
 
     A+  = 90-100         B+   = 77-79         C+  = 67-69        D+  = 57-59       F = 0-49 
     A    = 85-89           B     = 73-76         C    = 63-66        D    = 53-56 
     A-   = 80-84           B-    = 70-72         C-   = 60-62        D-   = 50-52 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 2



 
  
 
COURSE OUTLINE AND READINGS: 
 
Class 1 (May 16): Introduction 
General introduction and administrative matters (including the assignment of seminar 
topics). 
 
What is Development and what are problems of development? 
Required Reading: 
 A. Leftwich (2005), “Politics in Command: Development Studies and the Rediscovery of   

Social Science”, New Political Economy, Vol. 10, No. 4, pp.573-607. 
 
MAY 21: STATUTORY HOLIDAY: UNIVERSITY CLOSED 
 
Class 2 (May 23):         Vision and Reality in the Discourse of Development:  
                                                 “The West and the Rest”? 
 
Historically, what has been the promise of development and what has been the reality? 
Has the meaning of development changed over time? What does development mean to 
you? How helpful are concepts like imperialism and Orientalism in understanding 
development? 
 
Required Readings: 
Sachs, W. (1992) The Development Dictionary, Introduction. 
Esteva, G., (1992). “Development”, in W. Sachs (ed.), The Development Dictionary, 
       pp. 6-25. 
Cowen, M., and R. Shenton (1995) “The Invention of Development”, in J. Crush (ed.), 
       Power of Development, pp. 27-43. 
Rist, G. (1997) The History of Development: From Western Origins to Global Faith, 
       Chapter 1. 
Haque, M. S. (1999) Restructuring Development Theories and Policies, Chapter 3, pp. 
       39-52. 
Said, E., (1993) “Orientalism”, in M. Bayoumi and A. Rubin (eds.), The Edward Said 
      Reader, pp. 63-93. 
 
Class 3 (May 28):                           Modernization Theory 
 
This part deals with the birth and growth of development theory until the 1960s. This 
growth Occurred mainly within the discipline of economics but new dimensions were 
later added via contributions from sociologists and political scientists. The theory of 
development thus burst its economic fetter and became more and more interdisciplinary. 
In short, theories of economic growth led to theories of modernization. 
 
Required Readings: 
Blomstorm, Magnus and B. Hettne (1984) Development Theory in Transition, Chapter 
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     1, pp. 8-26. 
Rostow, W. (1960) The Stages of Economic Growth, Chapters 1 & 2. 
Huntington, S. (1996). _ “Political Development and Political Decay”, World Politics, 
      17(3):386-430. 
Leys, C. (1996) The Rise and Fall of Development Theory, Chapter 3. 
Optional Readings: 
Huntington, S. (1987). “The Goals of Development”, in Weiner and Huntington (eds.), 
      Understanding Political Development, pp.3-32 
Rist, G. (1997). The History of Development: From Western Origins to Global Faith, 
      pp. 93-104. 
 
Class 4 (May 30):       The Radical Tradition – Classical Marxism, Dependency, 
                                           Radical Dependency, and Neo-Marxist Theories. 
 
Haque’s reading make distinction between reform and radical Dependency on one hand 
and Dependency and neo-Marxist theories on the other hand. He presents Dependency 
theories as a reaction to Modernization theory and neo-Marxism as a reaction to 
Dependency theories. How helpful is such a distinction? 
 
Required Readings: 
Haque, M. Shamsul, (1999) Restructuring Development Theories and Policies, 
      Chapter 6, pp. 103-127. 
Frank, A.G., (1969) “The Development of Underdevelopment”, Latin America: 
      Underdevelopment or Revolution, Chapter 1. 
Laclau, Ernesto (1971) “Feudalism and Capitalism in Latin America”, New Left Review, 
      No. 67, pp. 19-38. 
Wallerstein, I., (1982) “The Rise and Future Demise of the World Capitalist System: 
      Concepts for Comparative Analysis”, in H. Alavi and T. Shanin, Introduction to 
      the Sociology of “Developing Societies, Chapter 2. 
Leys, Colin (1996) The Rise and Fall of Development Theory, Chapter 2. 
Optional Readings: 
Cardoso, H. F. and E. Faletto (1979). Dependency and Development, Preface and 
      Chapter 2. 
Ruccio, D.F. and L. Simon (1992). “Perspectives on Underdevelopment: Frank, the 
      Modes of Production School, and Amin”, in C. Wilber and K. Jameson (eds.), 
 
Class 5 (June 4):         Neo-Liberalism and Rational Choice Theories 
 
What should be the role of the state according to the advocates of neo-liberalism? What 
are the arguments of the advocates of Rational choice theory and how did these affect the 
idea of development? 
 
Required Readings: 
Preston, P.W., (1996). “The Affirmation of the Role of the Market: Metropolitan 
      Neoliberalism in the 1980s”, Development Theory: An Introduction, pp. 251-69. 
Colclough, C., (1991). “Structuralism vs. Neo-Liberalism: An Introduction”, in C. 
      Colclough and J.M. Manor (eds.), States or Markets?, Chapter 1. 
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Bates, R ., (1988) . "Towards a Political Economy of Development", and "Governments 
      and Agricultural Markets in Africa", Toward A Political Economy of Development:      
      A Rational Choice Perspective, R. Bates (ed.) , Chapter 6 and 10. 
Stein, H., and E.J. Wilson III (1993). "The Political Economy of Robert Bates: A Critical 
      Reading of Rational Choice in Africa ", World Development, 21(6): 1035-53. 
Menocal, Alina Rocha (2004) “And if there was no state?: critical reflection on Bates, 
      Polanyi and Evans on the role of the state in promoting development”, Third World 
      Quarterly, 25:3, pp. 765-777. 
Optional Readings: 
Leys, C. (1996) The Rise and Fall of Development Theory, Chapter 4. 
Pender, John (2001) “From ‘structural adjustment’ to ‘comprehensive development 
      framework’: conditionality transformed?”, Third World Quarterly, 22:3, pp. 397- 
      411. 
 
Class 6 (June 6):                                  Post-Modernism 
 
Should ‘development’ be abandoned or does it still have a progressive meaning? Is an 
alternative development plausible (or even desirable)? 
 
Required Readings: 
Escobar, A., (1995). Encountering Development, Chapter 6. 
Escobar, A., (1985). “Discourse and Power in Development”, Alternatives, 10, 1984/85, 
      pp. 377-400. 
Schuurman, F.J., (1993). Beyond the Impasse: New Directions in Development 
      Theory, Chapter 1, pp. 1-48. 
Mathews, Sally, (2004). “Post-Development Theory and the Question of Alternatives: A 
      View from Africa”, Third World Quarterly, 25(2): 373-384. 
Nustad, G.K., (2001). “Development: the Devil we know”, Third World Quarterly, 
      22(4): 479-489. 
 
Class 7 (June 11):                        Gender and Development 
 
Empowerment, Jane Parpart tells us, has become a ‘motherhood’ term. At once it 
connotes a radical agenda for development while simultaneously finding a comfortable 
fit within the status-quo, non-gendered development practice of mainstream development 
agencies. How do we explain this apparent contradiction? What should empowerment 
really mean? Does industrialisation ‘empower’ women? 
 
Required Readings: 
Mohanty, C.T. (1997). "Women Workers and Capitalist Scripts: Ideologies of 
      Domination, Common Interests and the Politics of Solidarity", Feminist    
      Genealogies, Colonial Legacies Democratic Futures, J. Alexander and C .T.   
      Mohanty (ed.), pp. 3-29. 
Pearson, R., (2000). "Rethinking Gender Matters in Development", in T. Allen and A. 
      Thomas (eds.), Poverty and Development Into the 21st Century, Chapter 18. 
Staudt, K., (2003). “Beyond Official Empowerment Discourse”, Rethinking 
      Empowerment, Parpart, J., et al., (eds.), Chapter 6. 
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Parpart, J., et al., (2003). “Rethinking empowerment, gender and development” 
      Rethinking Empowerment, Parpart, J., et al., (eds.), Chapter 1. 
 
Class 8 (June 13):        Globalization, Democratization and Development  
 
A central axis of debate revolves around the empirical record of globalization. Some 
argue that globalization has been largely successful at reducing the number of people 
living in absolute poverty. Others argue that globalization is simply a new stage of 
imperialism, and as such benefits only the rich. One way or the other, the effect of 
globalization is felt everywhere. Do you think it is about time to “remap development in 
light of globalization”, as Robinson suggested? How about democratization in an era of 
“disappearing national borders”? 
 
Required Readings: 
Chernomas, R., and A., Sepehri, (2003). “Is Globalization a Reality, a Tendency or a 
      Rationale for Neoliberal Economic Policies?” Global Shaping and Its Alternatives,    
      pp 15-32. 
Shutt, Harry, (2001). “The World Trade System: A Study in the Failure of          
      Globalization”, A New Democracy: Alternatives to a Bankrupt World Order, 
      Chapter 4. 
Streeten, Paul, (1998). “Globalization: Threat or Salvation”, in A. S. Bhalla ed. 
      Globalization, Growth and Marginalization, Introduction, Chapter 1. Robinson, 
W.I., (2002). “Remapping development in light of Globalization: from a Territorial to a     
      Social Cartography”, Third World Quarterly, 26(6): 1047-1071. 
Griffin, Keith (2003). “Economic Globalization and Institutions of Global Governance”, 
      Development and Change, 34:5, pp. 789-807. 
 
                             DEVELOPMENT EXPERIENCES 
 
In this part the development experiences of some developing countries will be examined. 
The countries that we will be examining are Tanzania and Ghana from Africa, China 
and South Korea from Asia, and Brazil from Latin America. Seminar presenters are 
Welcome to use additional resources of their own. But, they have to clear their additional 
sources with the instructor and make the readings available for the class one week head 
of their presentation. 
 
Class 9 (June 18): Africa – Ghana and Tanzania 
Required Readings: Tanzania 
Resnick, Idrian, (1981). “The Ideology of Reconstruction”, The Long Transition: 
      Building Socialism in Tanzania, pp. 79-105. 
Havnevik, Kjell J., (1993) “The Emergence, Development and Breakdown of the Post- 
      Colonial Model in Tanzania”, Tanzania: The Limits to Development from Above,    
      Chapter 2, pp. 29-62. 
Jennings, Michael, (2003) “We must Run While Others Walk: Popular Participation and 
      Development Crisis in Tanzania”, Journal of Modern African Studies, 41(2): 
      163-187. 
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Required Readings: Ghana 
Rothchild, D., (1991) “Ghana and Structural Adjustment: An Overview”, Ghana: the 
      Political Economy of Recovery, Chapter 1, pp. 3-17. 
Busumtwi-Sam, James, (1996) “Models of Economic Development in Africa: Lessons 
      from the Experience of Ghana, 1957-95”, Journal of Commonwealth and 
      Comparative Politics, 34(3): 174-198. 
Amponsah, Nicholas, (2000) “Ghana’s Mixed Structural Adjustment Results: Explaining 
      the Poor Private Sector Response”, Africa Today, 47(2): 48-76. 
Optional Readings: 
E. S. Atieno Odhiambo, (2002) “The Cultural Dimensions of Development in Africa”, 
      African Studies Review, 45(3): 1-16. 
Audbrey, L., (2000) “Gender, Development and Democratization in Africa”, Journal of 
      Asia and African Studies, 36(1): 87-111. 
Osabu-kle, Daniel T., (2000) Compatible Cultural Democracy: The Key to    
      Development in Africa, Chapters 1, 14, 15. 
 
Class 10 (June 20):                      Asia – China and South Korea 
Required Readings: China 
White, Gordon, (1982) “Why did China Fail to Follow the Japanese Road?” in M.      
      Bienefeld and M. Godfrey (eds.), The Struggle for Development: National 
      Strategies in an International Context, pp. 111-133. 
Selden, Mark, (1992) “State, Co-operative, and Market: Reflections on Chinese 
      Development Trajectories”, in L. Putterman and D. Rueschemeyer (eds.), pp. 171- 
      194. 
Blecher, Marc, (1992) China against the Tides – Restructuring through Revolution, 
      Radicalism and Reform, Chapter 8, pp. 201-222. 
Required Readings: South Korea 
Edwards, Chris, (1992) “Industrialization in South Korea”, Industrialization and 
      Development, pp. 97-127. 
Cummings, Bruce, (1998) “The Korean Crisis and the End of Late Development”, New 
      Left Review, 231 (Sept/Oct 1998), pp. 43-72. 
Bienefeld, M., (1988) “The Significance of the Newly Industrializing Countries for the 
      Development Debate”, Studies in Political Economy, 25, pp. 7-39. 
World Bank (1993) The East Asian Miracle, pp. 1-26. [DDV UN9 MG181 93E11] 
Optional Readings: 
Ditmmer, Lowell, (2003) “three Visions of Chinese Political System”, Journal of Asia 
      and African Studies, 38(4): 347-376. 
Foster-Carter, Aiden, (1985) “Korea and Dependency Theory”, Monthly Review, 37(5): 
      27-34. 
Cook, Richard C., (1995) “Democratic Decentralization and Institutional Performance: 
      Four Asian and African Experiences Compared”, Journal of Commonwealth and 
      Comparative Politics, 33(3): 309-334. 
Bird, Graham and Alister Milne (2000) “Miracle to Meltdown: A Pathology of the East 
      Asian Financial Crisis”, Third World Quarterly, 20(2): 421-438. 
Amsden, Alice, (1994) “Why Isn’t the Whole World Experimenting with the East Asian 
      Model to Develop? Review of the East Asian Miracle”, World Development, 
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      22(4): 627-633. 
 
Class 11 (June 25): LAST DAY OF CLASS   
                                                       Latin America – Brazil 
Required Readings: 
Hewit, Tom, (1992) “Brazilian Industrialization”, Industrialization and Development, 
pp. 66-96. 
Jenkings, Rhys, (1992) “(Re) Interpreting Brazil and South Korea”, Ibid, pp. 167-198. 
Cammack, Paul, (1991) “Brazil: The Long March to the New Republic”, New Left 
Review, 190 (Nov/Dec 1991), pp.21-58. 
Kemp, Tom, (1989) “Brazil: Dependent Industrialization”, Industrialization in the Non- 
Western World, pp. 148-175. 
                       
                                  Reflection and discussion on UN Millennium Project 
Required Readings: 
UNDP (2005), Investing in Development: a Practical Plan to Achieve the Millennium 
Development Goals, Earthcan: London. [Download at: 
http://www.unmillenniumproject.org/reports/index.htm]. 
Sachs, Jeffrey (2005) The End of Poverty: Economic Possibilities for Our Time 
 
General Review 
 
Academic Accommodations: 
For Students with Disabilities - Students with disabilities requiring academic accommodations 
in this course are encouraged to contact the Paul Menton Centre (PMC) for Students with 
Disabilities (500 University Centre) to complete the necessary forms. After registering with the 
PMC, make an appointment to meet with the instructor in order to discuss your needs at least 
two weeks before the first in-class test or CUTV midterm exam. This will allow for sufficient 
time to process your request. Please note the following deadline for submitting completed forms 
to the PMC for formally scheduled exam accommodations: JUNE 8, 2007 for Early Summer term 
courses.  
For Religious Observance - Students requesting accommodation for religious observances 
should apply in writing to their instructor for alternate dates and/or means of satisfying academic 
requirements. Such requests should be made during the first two weeks of class, or as soon as 
possible after the need for accommodation is known to exist, but no later than two weeks before 
the compulsory academic event. Accommodation is to be worked out directly and on an individual 
basis between the student and the instructor(s) involved. Instructors will make accommodations 
in a way that avoids academic disadvantage to the student. Instructors and students may contact 
an Equity Services Advisor for assistance (www.carleton.ca/equity). 
For Pregnancy - Pregnant students requiring academic accommodations are encouraged to 
contact an Equity Advisor in Equity Services to complete a letter of accommodation. Then, make 
an appointment to discuss your needs with the instructor at least two weeks prior to the first 
academic event in which it is anticipated the accommodation will be required.  
Plagiarism: The Undergraduate Calendar defines plagiarism as: "to use and pass off as one's 
own idea or product, work of another without expressly giving credit to another." The Graduate 
Calendar states that plagiarism has occurred when a student either: (a) directly copies another's 
work without acknowledgment; or (b) closely paraphrases the equivalent of a short paragraph or 
more without acknowledgment; or (c) borrows, without acknowledgment, any ideas in a clear and 
recognizable form in such a way as to present them as the student's own thought, where such 
ideas, if they were the student's own would contribute to the merit of his or her own work. 
Instructors who suspect plagiarism are required to submit the paper and supporting 
documentation to the Departmental Chair who will refer the case to the Dean. It is not permitted 
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to hand in the same assignment to two or more courses. The Department's Style Guide is 
available at: www.carleton.ca/polisci/undergrad/styleguide.pdf 
Oral Examination: At the discretion of the instructor, students may be required to pass a brief 
oral examination on research papers and essays. 
Submission and Return of Term Work: Papers must be handed directly to the instructor and 
will not be date-stamped in the departmental office. Late assignments may be submitted to the 
drop box in the corridor outside B640 Loeb. Assignments will be retrieved every business day at 4 
p.m., stamped with that day's date, and then distributed to the instructor. For essays not returned 
in class please attach a stamped, self-addressed envelope if you wish to have your assignment 
returned by mail. Please note that assignments sent via fax or email will not be accepted. Final 
exams are intended solely for the purpose of evaluation and will not be returned. 
Course Requirements: Students must fulfill all course requirements in order to achieve a 
passing grade. Failure to hand in any assignment will result in a grade of F. Failure to write the 
final exam will result in a grade of ABS. FND (Failure B No Deferred) is assigned when a 
student's performance is so poor during the term that they cannot pass the course even with 
100% on the final examination. In such cases, instructors may use this notation on the Final 
Grade Report to indicate that a student has already failed the course due to inadequate term 
work and should not be permitted access to a deferral of the examination. Deferred final exams 
are available ONLY if the student is in good standing in the course. 
Connect Email Accounts: The Department of Political Science strongly encourages students to 
sign up for a campus email account. Important course and University information will be 
distributed via the Connect email system. See http://connect.carleton.ca for instructions on how to 
set up your account. 
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