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Course Description  

This seminar series asks whether, why and how international institutions matter.  
Delving into empirical studies, compliance questions and theoretical critiques of the 
literature on global governance and international institutions, the course aims to 
explore how and why international institutions are formed; once they are created, why 
some stagnate and others thrive; and, ultimately, what analytical benefits we yield 
from closer study.  The series explores specific cases, such as the institutional 
evolution of the European Union, to develop both empirical and theoretical 
observations regarding these and other questions. 

 
Course Text

(Available for purchase in the Carleton University Bookstore)  

• Martin, Lisa L. and Beth A. Simmons (2001) International Institutions: 
An International Organization Reader, Cambridge: The MIT Press, ISBN: 
0-205-57640-1 

Please note: Some of the required readings are posted for download on WebCT. 
 
Evaluation Summary 

• Attendance: 10% 
• Research essay outline: 5% (due Friday, October 12)  
• In-Class Presentation of Research: 20% 
• Research assignment: 30% (due Friday, November 16) 
• Research essay (15-20 pages, double-spaced): 35% (due Friday, November 30) 



Expectations 

Attendance & participation  

This course is delivered as a 2 hour and 50 minute seminar each week.  Students are 
expected to attend each session and demonstrate evidence of having done the required 
readings each week in order to obtain full marks.  

Comprehension of the weekly readings will be tested through active participation in the 
in-class discussion. By the end of the course, students are expected to have developed a 
knowledge and understanding of the concepts, themes and cases explored. 

Outline and Research Essay 

Students must submit a 15- to 20-page, typed and double-spaced paper via WebCT by 4 
p.m. on Friday, November 30, 2007.   

 
The topic is relatively open (it should be applicable to the course’s content) but all essay 
topics must receive written approval from the lecturer.  For this reason, students are 
required to hand in an outline of their research essay (maximum of 2-pages, single-
spaced)∇ by 4 p.m. on October 12, 2007.  This outline will be returned to each student 
with the lecturer’s approval and/or notes attached within one week of submission.  
 
IT IS STRONGLY PREFERRED THAT YOU SUBMIT ALL ASSIGNMENTS VIA 
WEBCT, as this allows the course instructor to send comments in a timely manner and 
also provides each student with hard evidence of each assignment’s submission.  If you 
are not familiar with WebCT, it is strongly recommended that you take a look at this 
section before the due date of the first assignment and make certain that you are 
comfortable with submitting your work via this format.  If not, please ask the course 
instructor for assistance before the due date!   
 
Please note that late assignments will be penalized at the rate of 5% per day, including 
weekends, to a maximum of 5 days. Assignments submitted more than 5 days late will 
not be accepted. Extensions will not be granted except on medical grounds, with 
appropriate documentation. 
 
In-Class Presentation of Research 

In Weeks 11 and 12 (November 16 and 23, 2007), each student will be required to 
present his or her research to the class.  You must distribute a short summary of your 
work to your peers for their perusal.  This may be an updated version of your approved 
outline.  Presentations should last no longer than 10 minutes so as to allow time for 
feedback from your peers.   
 

                                                 
∇  See Appendix 1 for an example of the format. 



The goal of this exercise is not only to assess your ability to present your own ideas 
orally but also for each student to have the opportunity to reflect on how their ideas are 
received prior to handing in their final draft on November 30, 2007.   Your mark for this 
assignment will be determined based upon (1) the quality of your oral exposition, (2) 
your ability to defend your ideas and (3) the quality of the written summary you provide 
for the class. 
 
Research Assignment 

The research assignment consists of three questions, which will be provided to the class 
via WebCT on or before October 12, 2007.  You must submit your written answers in the 
form of three essays (between 3 and 5 pages in length each when double-spaced) via 
WebCT on or before 4 p.m. on November 16, 2007.

PLEASE NOTE  

All assignments and exams are mandatory. Students must complete and submit all 
assignments in order to receive credit for this course. 
 
Academic Accommodations  

For Students with Disabilities: Students with disabilities requiring academic 
accommodations in this course are encouraged to contact the Paul Menton Centre (PMC) 
for Students with Disabilities (500 University Centre) to complete the necessary forms. 
After registering with the PMC, make an appointment to meet with the instructor in order 
to discuss your needs at least two weeks before the first in-class test or CUTV 
midterm exam. This will allow for sufficient time to process your request. Please note 
the following deadlines for submitting completed forms to the PMC for formally 
scheduled exam accommodations: November 9th, 2007 for December examinations, and 
March 14th, 2008 for April examinations. 
 
For Religious Observance: Students requesting accommodation for religious 
observances should apply in writing to their instructor for alternate dates and/or means of 
satisfying academic requirements. Such requests should be made during the first two 
weeks of class, or as soon as possible after the need for accommodation is known to exist, 
but no later than two weeks before the compulsory academic event. Accommodation is to 
be worked out directly and on an individual basis between the student and the 
instructor(s) involved. Instructors will make accommodations in a way that avoids 
academic disadvantage to the student. Instructors and students may contact an Equity 
Services Advisor for assistance (www.carleton.ca/equity).  

For Pregnancy: Pregnant students requiring academic accommodations are encouraged 
to contact an Equity Advisor in Equity Services to complete a letter of accommodation. 
Then, make an appointment to discuss your needs with the instructor at least two weeks 
prior to the first academic event in which it is anticipated the accommodation will be 
required.  



Plagiarism: The Undergraduate Calendar defines plagiarism as: "to use and pass off as 
one's own idea or product, work of another without expressly giving credit to another." 
The Graduate Calendar states that plagiarism has occurred when a student either:  (a) 
directly copies another's work without acknowledgment; or (b) closely paraphrases the 
equivalent of a short paragraph or more without acknowledgment; or (c) borrows, 
without acknowledgment, any ideas in a clear and recognizable form in such a way as to 
present them as the student's own thought, where such ideas, if they were the student's 
own would contribute to the merit of his or her own work.  Instructors who suspect 
plagiarism are required to submit the paper and supporting documentation to the 
Departmental Chair who will refer the case to the Dean.   It is not permitted to hand in 
the same assignment to two or more courses. The Department's Style Guide is available 
at: www.carleton.ca/polisci/undergrad/styleguide.pdf  

Oral Examination: At the discretion of the instructor, students may be required to pass a 
brief oral examination on research papers and essays.  

Submission and Return of Term Work: Papers must be handed directly to the 
instructor and will not be date-stamped in the departmental office. Late assignments may 
be submitted to the drop box in the corridor outside B640 Loeb. Assignments will be 
retrieved every business day at 4 p.m., stamped with that day's date, and then distributed 
to the instructor. For essays not returned in class please attach a stamped, self-
addressed envelope if you wish to have your assignment returned by mail.  Please note 
that assignments sent via fax or email will not be accepted. Final exams are intended 
solely for the purpose of evaluation and will not be returned.  

Approval of final grades: Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor 
subject to the approval of the Faculty Dean. This means that grades submitted by an 
instructor may be subject to revision. No grades are final until they have been approved 
by the Dean.  

Course Requirements: Students must fulfill all course requirements in order to achieve 
a passing grade.  Failure to hand in any assignment will result in a grade of F.  Failure to 
write the final exam will result in a grade of ABS. FND (Failure B No Deferred) is 
assigned when a student's performance is so poor during the term that they cannot pass 
the course even with 100% on the final examination. In such cases, instructors may use 
this notation on the Final Grade Report to indicate that a student has already failed the 
course due to inadequate term work and should not be permitted access to a deferral of 
the examination. Deferred final exams are available ONLY if the student is in good 
standing in the course.  

Connect Email Accounts: The Department of Political Science strongly encourages 
students to sign up for a campus email account. Important course and University 
information will be distributed via the Connect email system. See 
http://connect.carleton.ca for instructions on how to set up your account.



Lecture Schedule & Readings 

Week 1 (September 7, 2007) – The Logic of Cooperation 

• Readings:  

o Joseph M. Grieco (1998) “Anarchy and The Limits of Cooperation: A 
Realist Critique of the Newest Liberal Institutionalism” --- on WebCT 

o Robert Putnam (1998) “Diplomacy and domestic politics: the logic of two-
level games” --- on WebCT 

 
Week 2 (September 14, 2007) – Regime Formation 

• Readings:  

o Oran R. Young (1991) “Political Leadership and Regime Formation: On 
the Development of Institutions in International Society” --- p. 2-36 

o Keohane (1982) “The Demand for International Regimes” --- on WebCT 

 
Week 3 (September 21, 2007) – Regime Formation (cont’d) 

o Lisa L. Martin (1992) “Interests, Power, and Multilateralism” --- p. 37-64 
o Martha Finnemore (1993) “International Organizations as Teachers of 

Norms: The United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural 
Organization and Science Policy” --- p. 65-98 

 
Lecture 4 (September 28, 2007) – Regime Design 

o Ronald B. Mitchell (1994) “Regime Design Matters: Intentional Oil 
Pollution and Treaty Compliance” --- p. 103-136 

o Cheryl Shanks et al (1996) “Inertia and Change in the Constellation of 
International Governmental Organizations, 1981-1992” --- p. 137-172 

 
Lecture 5 (October 5, 2007) – NO CLASS – UNIVERSITY DAY 

 

Lecture 6 (October 12, 2007) – Regime Design (cont’d) 

o Karen J. Alter (1998) “Who are the ‘Masters of the Treaty’?  European 
Governments and the European Court of Justice --- p. 173-200 

o James McCall Smith (2000) “The Politics of Dispute Settlement Design: 
Explaining Legalism in Regional Trade Pacts --- p. 201-244 

o ESSAY OUTLINE DUE TODAY! 
 



Lecture 7 (October 19, 2007) – Compliance 

o Abram Chayes and Antonia Handler Chayes (1993) “On Compliance” --- 
p. 247-278 

o George W. Downs et al (1996) “Is The Good News About Compliance 
Good News About Cooperation?” --- p. 279-306 

 
Lecture 8 (October 26, 2007) – Compliance (cont’d) 

o Beth A. Simmons (2000) “The Legalization of International Monetary 
Affairs” --- p. 307-336 

o Jonas Tallberg (2002) “Paths to Compliance: Enforcement, Management, 
and the European Union” --- On WebCT 

 
Lecture 9 (November 2, 2007) – Critiques (cont’d) 

o Friedrich Kratochwil and John Gerard Ruggie (1986) “International 
Organization: A State of the Art on the Art of State” --- p. 341-364 

o Giulio M. Gallarotti (1991) “The Limits of International Organization: 
Failure in the Management of International Relations” --- p. 365-402 

 
Lecture 10 (November 9, 2007) – Critiques (cont’d) 

o Alistair Iain Johnston (2001) “Treating International Institutions as Social 
Environments” --- on WebCT 

o Michael N. Barnett and Martha Finnemore (1999) “The Politics, Power, 
and Pathologies of International Organizations” --- p. 403-436 

 
Lecture 11 (November 16, 2007) – RESEARCH PRESENTATIONS

o Reading: No readings this week 
o RESEARCH ASSIGNMENT DUE TODAY! 

 
Lecture 12 (November 23, 2007) – RESEARCH PRESENTATIONS

o Reading: No readings this week 
 
Lecture 13 (November 30, 2007) – Conclusions 

o ESSAY DUE TODAY – PLEASE SUBMIT VIA WEBCT! 
 


