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Carleton University Fall 2007 
Department of Political Science 

 
PSCI 4605A –Gender in International Relations 

Seminar: Friday: 14:35-17:25. Room: 217 Tory 
 
 

Instructor: Annette Isaac  
Office:B643 Loeb
Phones: Office: (613) 520-2600 ext.: 3214 
                          (no messages)  
 

 Office Hours: Wednesday 12-2p.m.  
E-mail: annette_isaac@carleton.ca 
 

 

 
NOTE: This outline is a general indication of course activities for the term. It is, 
however, a flexible document and it may be necessary at times to adjust time frames 
and events. 
 
Course description 
This course explores International Relations (IR) and world politics using both feminist 
perspectives, and the ‘lens’ of gender.  It will examine feminist theory and feminist 
methodology within the discipline of IR, looking especially at the marginalization of 
these theoretical perspectives, and the ways in which they differ from both traditional and 
non-feminist critical theories.  It will address these  theoretical and methodological issues  
both directly and through an analysis of the gendered politics surrounding and 
influencing  a number of key policy areas in the ‘real world’ of global politics. The 
course will cover contemporary issues in the global political economy relating both to 
international relations and international development.  
 
Objectives.  
The course aims to consolidate your understanding of gender as an analytical category, 
and, specifically of gender as constitutive of international politics. This will include an 
informed knowledge of feminism as a set of theoretical perspectives and as a social 
movement and of gender as a social relation and a structure. Throughout the course 
students will gain a clear understanding of why gender is not only ‘personal’ but also 
‘political’ and why this matters profoundly in the way the world works and our 
understanding of international relations.   A particular emphasis in this course is how 
women in the South (“Third World”) engage with issues in IR and the global economy.  
 
Course materials. All course materials are available either on Reserve in the MacOdrum 
Library or through the library’s on-line journal subscriptions.  
 
Course schedule. Fall 2007.   
Week 1: Sept.7   Introduction and outline. 
Week 2:  Sept 14 Background 
.Week 3:  Sept 21 Feminist theory in international relations 
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Week 4:  Sept 28 Methodology and epistemology 
Week 5:  Oct 5  University Day. No class 
Week 6:  Oct 12  Leadership and influence 
Week 7:  Oct 19  War and militarization. Return summaries. 
Week 8:  Oct 26  Security and peacebuilding. Critical review due 
Week 9:  Nov 2  Gender and the international political economy  
Week 10:  Nov 9    Globalization and the gendered division of labour.  
Week11:  Nov 16  Prostitution and trafficking: international dimensions.  
 Last day to submit outline for research paper.     
Week 12:   Nov 23  Transnational movements and the institutionalization for 
women’s “interests” 
Week 13:  Nov 30    Gender and international development. Last class. Final 
paper due.   
 
Course requirements and evaluation:  
The final grade will be calculated on the basis of a critical review paper, a final research 
paper, an in-class presentation and attendance and participation. Marks will be allocated 
as follows: 
 
Attendance and participation with 
weekly in-class written summaries:  20% 
In class seminar presentation   20% 
Critical review paper  20% (October 19, 2007) 
Final research paper  40% (Nov 30, 2007) 
 
 
FORMAT OF THE COURSE 
General structure 
I will begin each session with a short lecture (15-20) minutes to introduce key themes and 
ideas associated with the topic or comments on the previous week’s readings.  Following 
this there will be short student presentations described in more detail below.  
Conduct 
Please remember that the ability to converse across different social, ethnic and other 
backgrounds is an important component of the university education.  The exchange of 
ideas, beliefs and insights contributes to an especially rich understanding of comparative 
politics.  Students and instructors are expected to display tolerance for each other’s ideas 
and beliefs across personal and cultural boundaries.  All parties are expected to actively 
maintain a positive classroom environment throughout the term. 
 
Attendance and participation (20%)  
Students are expected to attend and actively participate in the weekly seminars.  You are 
expected to come to class fully prepared to discuss the main themes and ideas as well as 
the strengths and weaknesses of the various articles.  
  
Each week, students will be required to write a short paragraph in class, (maximum: half 
a page) outlining the main argument or key points of 2 (two) of the assigned readings for 
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that day of varying lengths.  Do not choose the 2 shortest readings! I will collect these 
at the end of the class on Fridays. Please note to obtain this mark (2% per summary) 
you must write the summary in class. I expect these to be thoughtful reflections on the 
readings (and not scrappy notes!).  I will return your first set of summaries on October 
19. 
 
Presentation (20%) 
Each student will be responsible for leading part of one seminar. Because this is a big 
class there will be 2 presentations per class: one in the first half of the class and the other 
in the second. Please work together and divide the readings to avoid presenting on the 
same authors. 
 
The presentation should be no more than 10 minutes and should cover the main themes 
and ideas of the assigned reading(s). Please avoid simply summarizing the readings. 
Instead, attempt to link the different readings together through a discussion of key 
themes, similarities, etc.   
 
Structure 
The main presenter should prepare several questions to initiate class discussion. I will 
also ask 2 (two) students per presentations to serve as “commentators’ on the 
presentation.  Please note that because this is a seminar all students are expected to 
contribute to the discussion especially on those days when they are not presenting or 
commenting.  
 
Submission of presentation 
Students who are the main presenters must submit a typed outline, (maximum 3 
pages) of their presentation in scholarly fashion. This will replace the written in-class 
summary for that day. To obtain the full presentation mark, the written summary is 
essential.  
 
Critical comparative review (20%) 
The paper is to be a critical comparative review of 2 (two) readings, from 2(two) 
different authors, from September 7 and October12 inclusively. It is due on October 
19, 2007 in class. The aim of the paper is to assess and evaluate the arguments made by 
the authors. The paper should be 5 full pages long, typed: 12 point Arial, Courier or 
Times New Roman in scholarly format. Late papers will be penalized 5% per day 
including weekends.   
 
Research Paper (40%).  
Students will be required to write a well researched final paper. Please submit a brief 
outline of your paper (half a page maximum) by November 9. While I have not assigned 
a mark to this outline, the intent is to give you feedback about your topic before you 
submit your final paper. If in doubt please see me during office hours to discuss.  
 
Ideally, the paper should address issues related to the themes of the course. The 
bibliography or reference list should contain a minimum of 10 references, beyond those 
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in the course reading list and should include a good mix of books and journals.  Limit 
your use of website to 2 well known sources (See Antrobus Appendix for examples). 
Avoid heavy reliance on these sites for the majority of your citations.  
 
Structure  
The paper must be typed, double-spaced, 10 pages in length (bibliography or references 
not included), 250 words per page, and must follow a recognized citation and 
bibliographic format. Please use a 12 point font, Times New Roman, Courier or Arial. 
Submission of paper: The paper is to be submitted to the instructor, in class, no later 
than November 30, 2007.  
 
 
Other Information  
Assignments 
For all written assignments, papers sent via fax or e-mail either to the instructor or to the 
Department of Political Science will not be accepted. Late papers for the final assignment 
will not be accepted. Extensions will be granted only upon presentation of a medical note 
from a physician. Students are expected to keep an extra copy of their assignments.  
 
Duplication of papers. 
University regulations stipulate that it is not permissible to submit the same paper to 
different courses.  
 
E. mail 
E.mail (webct and connect). Please use office hours and before and after class time to 
discuss course issues. Leave e.mail (connect and WebCT) for emergencies or for booking 
appointments during office hours. 
 
 
WEEK 1  (Sept. 7)& WEEK 2 (Sept. 14):   
    Introduction, Outline and background.    Gender as a Lens in World Politics                                        
 
Tickner, A. (2001). Gendering world politics.  New York: Columbia University Press. 
Reserve. 
Class reading: Introduction. Pp. 1-8. 
 
Spike Peterson, V., & Sisson Runyan, A. (1999). Global gender issues. Boulder: 
Westview Press, 1999.  Reserve 
Class reading: Chapter 2, Gender as a lens on world politics.  Pp.  21-68.  
 
Halliday, F. (1988).  Hidden from international relations: Women and the international 
arena.  Millennium: Journal of International Studies. 17 (3), 419-428. 
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WEEK 3 (Sept. 21):  Feminist theory in international relations 
 
Wibben, A.T.R. (2004).  Feminist international relations: Old debates and new directions. 
Brown Journal of World Affairs. 10 (2), 97-114. 
 
Tickner, A (2003). Seeing IR differently: Notes from the Third World.  Millennium: 
Journal of International Studies. 32 (2), 295-324. 
 
True, J. (2001). Feminism in S. Burchill et al (Eds.). Theories of international relations 
(3rd Ed.) Hampshire: Palgrave. Reserve. 
Class reading:  Pp 213-234.  
 
Mohanty, C.T. (1997). Under western eyes: Feminist scholarship and colonial discourses. 
In N. Visvanathan, L. Duggan, L Nisonoff, & N. Wiegersma (Eds.). The women, gender 
and development reader. London: Zed Books.  Reserve. 
Class reading.  Pp. 7-16.  
 
 
 
WEEK 4 (Sept 28).  Feminist methodology and epistemology in international 
relations 
 
Tickner, J.A. (2006). Feminism meets international relations: Some methodological 
issues. In A. Brooke, M.S. Stern, & J. True (Eds), Feminist Methodologies for 
international relations. Cambridge University Press. Reserve.  
 
Antrobus, P. (2004).  The global women’s movement. London: Zed Books. Reserve. 
Class reading:  Chapter 7, pp. 109-136. 
 
Sylvester, C. (1994). Empathetic co-operation: A feminist method for international 
relations.  Millennium: Journal of International Studies. 23 (2), 315-336.  
 
Vickers, J.  (1997). Reinventing political science.  Halifax: Fernwood publishing. 
Reserve 
Class reading. Pp. 71-73 & 181-189.   
 
Olesen, V. (1994). Feminism and models of qualitative research. In N.K. Denzin & 
Yvonna S. Lincoln. (Eds.). Handbook of qualitative research.  Thousand Oaks: Sage 
Publications.  Reserve.  (N.B. Ask for the 2000 edition on reserve at the Library. 
Pages may vary.) 
Class reading: pp. 158-174. 
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WEEK 5 (Oct 5). University day. No classess.  
 
 
WEEK 6 (Oct. 12). Gender, leadership and influence in international relations  
 
Progl, E. (2004). International institutions and feminist politics.  Brown Journal of World 
Affairs. 10 (2), 69-84. 
 
Sylvester, C. (2002). Feminist international relations. Cambridge: Cambridge University 
Press. Reserve. 
Class reading: Chapter 3, “Handmaids’ tales of Washington power”.  Pp. 53-84. 
 
Heilbrunn, J. (1999/2000). Condoleezza Rice: George W.’s Realist. World Policy 
Journal. 16 (4), 49-54. 
 
Klenke, K. (1996). Women and leadership. New York. Reserve.  
Class reading: Chapter 9. “Women leaders worldwide”. Pp. 214-239. 
 
Sylvester, C. (2005).  The art of war/The war question in (feminist) IR. Millennium: 
Journal of International Studies. 33 (3), 855-878. 
 
 
Week 7 (Oct. 19). Gender, war and militarization. Return summaries. 
 
Zerai, A., & Zakia, S. (2006). A black feminist analysis of responses to war, racism and 
repression. Critical sociology. 32 (2-3), 501-524. 
 
Charlesworth, H. & ChinkinC. (2002). Sex, gender and September 11th. The American 
Journal of International Law. 96 (3), 600-605.  
 
Hunt, K. (2002). The strategic co-optation of women’s Rights: Discourse on the war on 
Terrorism. International Feminist Journal of Politics, 4, (1), 116-121.  
 
Enloe, C. (1988). Does Khaki become you?  The militarization of women’s lives. London: 
Pandora. Reserve. 
Class reading: Chapter 8. “Feminism and militarism”. 
 
 
WEEK 8 (Oct. 26).  Gender, security and peacebuilding. Critical review due.  
 
Hudson, H. (2005). Doing security as though humans matter: A feminist perspective on 
gender and politics of human security. Security Dialogue. 36 (2), 155-174. 
 
Cohn, C.; Kinsella, H. & Gibbings, S. (2004).  Women, peace and security. International 
Feminist Journal of Politics, 6 (1), 130-140. 
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Karam, A. (2001). Women in war and peacebuilding: the roads traversed the challenges 
ahead. International Feminist Journal of Politics, 3 (1), 2-25.  
 
www.cpr.web.  Go to the Compendium of tools.  Select Global Issues, then 
Peacebuilding. Select themes: 
Gender: (2 articles).  
Woroniuk, (B) (2001). Gender equality and peacebuilding: An operational framework) & 
Gender equality and peacebuilding: Lessons learned. 
 
 
WEEK 9 (Nov 2). Gender and the international political economy 
 
Whitworth, S. (2006). Theory and exclusion: gender, masculinity, and international 
political economy. In R. Stubbs &, G. R.D. Underhill (Eds.). Political economy and the 
changing global order. (3rd Ed), Don Mills, Ont: Oxford University Press.  Reserve 
Class reading: Pp. 88-102 
 
Spike Peterson, (V). (2005). How the meaning of gender matters in political economy. 
New Political Economy. 10 (4), 499-521.   
 
Antrobus, P. (2004).The global women’s movement. London: Zed Books. Reserve. 
Class reading:  Chapter 3; Chapter 5; and Chapt. 6- pages 80-90
 
Turner, T.E., & Brownhill, L.S. (2004). The curse of nakedness:  Nigerian women in tee 
oil war. In L. Ricciutelli, A. Miles and M. H. McFadden (Eds.), Feminist politics, 
activism and vision. Toronto:  Ianna Publications and Education Inc.  
Reserve 
Class reading: 169-191. 
 
 
WEEK 10 (Nov.9).   Globalization and the gendered division of labour.  
 
Amoroso, B. (2007). Globalization and poverty:  Winners and losers.  Development 
50(2), 12-19. 
 
Barrientos, S. & Kabeer, N. (2004). Enhancing female employment in global production: 
policy implications. Global Social Policy.  4 (2), 153-169.  
 
Miles, A. (2001). Women’s work, nature and colonial exploitation: Feminist struggles for 
alternatives to corporate globalization.  Canadian Journal of Development Studies. 22 
(Special issue), 855-878. 
 
Change. A.K. & Ling, L.H.M. (2000). Globalization and women’s paid work: Expanding 
freedom.  Feminist Economics. 92. (2-3), 63-183.  
 
Mies. M. (1998).  Patriarchy and accumulation on w world scale: women in the 
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international division of labour. London: Zed Books. Reserve.  
Class reading:  Chapter 4. Housewifization international:  women and the new 
international division of labour.Pp.112-144.  
 
 
Week 11 (Nov.16) Prostitution and trafficking: international dimensions. Last day 

to submit outline for research paper.   
 
Agustin, L. (2005). Migrants in the mistress’s house: Other voices in the “trafficking” 
debate.  Social politics: International Studies in Gender, State and Society. 17 (1), 96-
117. 
 
Miriam, K. (2005). Stopping the traffic in women: power, agency and abolition in 
feminist debates over sex-trafficking. Journal of Social Philosophy. 36 (1), 1-17. 
 
Outshoorn, J. (2005). The political debates on prostitution and trafficking of women. 
Social politics: International Studies in Gender, state and Society. 17. (1), 141-155.  
 
Sullivan, B. (2003). Trafficking in women.  Feminism and new international law. 
International Feminist Journal of Politics. 5. (1), 67-91.  
 
WEEK 12 (Nov. 23) Transnational movements and the institutionalization of 
women’s “interests” 
 
Tamale, S. (2006). African feminism:  How should we change? Development.  49, 38-41 
 
Antrobus, P. (2004). The Global Women’s Movement. London: Zed Books.  
Class reading: Chapters 8 & 9. Pp. 137-180.Reserve   
 
Lyons, L. (2004). Organising for domestic workers rights in Singapore: The limits of 
transnationalism. In L. Ricciutelli, A. Miles and M.F. McFadden (Ed.). Feminist politics, 
activism and vision. London: Toronto:  Ianna Publications and Education Inc. Reserve. 
Class reading: Pp 149-168.   
 
Said Khan, N. (2004). The women’s movement in Pakistan and its implications for the 
global women’s movement. In L. Ricciutelli, A. Miles and M.F. McFadden (Ed.). 
Feminist politics, activism and vision. Toronto:  Ianna Publications and Education Inc. 
Reserve. 
Class reading. Pp. 86-99.  
 
Eschle, C. & Maiguashca, B. (2006).  Bridging the academic/activist divide:  Feminist 
activism and the teaching of global politics. Millennium: Journal of International Studies. 
32 (2), 119-137. (Prof’s lecture) 
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WEEK 13 (Nov 30). Gender and international development. Final paper due.   
 
Alloo, F., Antrobus, P., Berg, R.J. et al (2007). Reflections on 50 years of development. 
Development 50 (S1) 4-32.  
 
Hans, A. (2006) Gender, technology and disability in the South. . Development 49 (4), 
123-127.  
 
Adeleye-Fayemi, B. (2004). Creating and sustaining feminist space in Africa. In L. 
Ricciutelli, A. Miles and M. H. McFadden (Eds.), Feminist politics, activism and vision. 
Toronto:  Ianna Publications and Education Inc. Reserve. 
Class reading: Pp.100-121. 
 
Epprecht, M. (2001). “What an abomination, a rottenness of culture”: Reflections upon 
the gay rights movement in southern Africa.  Canadian Journal of Development Studies. 
22, (Special issue). 1089-1107. 
 
Moreno, C.G. (1997). AIDS:  Women are not just transmitters.  In  N. Visvanathan, L. 
Duggan, L. Nisonoff, &. N. Wiegersma (Eds.), The women, gender and development 
reader. London: Zed Books. Reserve. 
Class reading: Pp.302-309 
 
Walley, C. (1997). Searching for “voices”: Feminism, anthropology, and the global 
debate over female genital operations. Cultural Anthropology. 12 (3), 405-438. 
 
 
 
 

 
Academic Accommodations 
 
For Students with Disabilities: Students with disabilities requiring academic accommodations in 
this course are encouraged to contact the Paul Menton Centre (PMC) for Students with 
Disabilities (500 University Centre) to complete the necessary forms. After registering with the 
PMC, make an appointment to meet with the instructor in order to discuss your needs at least 
two weeks before the first in-class test or CUTV midterm exam. This will allow for sufficient 
time to process your request. Please note the following deadlines for submitting completed forms 
to the PMC for formally scheduled exam accommodations: November 9th, 2007 for December 
examinations, and March 14th, 2008 for April examinations. 
 
For Religious Observance: Students requesting accommodation for religious observances 
should apply in writing to their instructor for alternate dates and/or means of satisfying academic 
requirements. Such requests should be made during the first two weeks of class, or as soon as 
possible after the need for accommodation is known to exist, but no later than two weeks before 
the compulsory academic event. Accommodation is to be worked out directly and on an individual 
basis between the student and the instructor(s) involved. Instructors will make accommodations 
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in a way that avoids academic disadvantage to the student. Instructors and students may contact 
an Equity Services Advisor for assistance (www.carleton.ca/equity). 
 
For Pregnancy: Pregnant students requiring academic accommodations are encouraged to 
contact an Equity Advisor in Equity Services to complete a letter of accommodation. Then, make 
an appointment to discuss your needs with the instructor at least two weeks prior to the first 
academic event in which it is anticipated the accommodation will be required. 
 
Plagiarism: The Undergraduate Calendar defines plagiarism as: "to use and pass off as one's 
own idea or product, work of another without expressly giving credit to another."  The Graduate 
Calendar states that plagiarism has occurred when a student either:  (a) directly copies another's 
work without acknowledgment; or (b) closely paraphrases the equivalent of a short paragraph or 
more without acknowledgment; or (c) borrows, without acknowledgment, any ideas in a clear and 
recognizable form in such a way as to present them as the student's own thought, where such 
ideas, if they were the student's own would contribute to the merit of his or her own work.  
Instructors who suspect plagiarism are required to submit the paper and supporting 
documentation to the Departmental Chair who will refer the case to the Dean.   It is not permitted 
to hand in the same assignment to two or more courses. The Department's Style Guide is 
available at:  http://www.carleton.ca/polisci/undergrad/Essay%20Style%20Guide.html 
 
Oral Examination: At the discretion of the instructor, students may be required to pass a brief 
oral examination on research papers and essays. 
 
Submission and Return of Term Work: Papers must be handed directly to the instructor and 
will not be date-stamped in the departmental office. Late assignments may be submitted to the 
drop box in the corridor outside B640 Loeb. Assignments will be retrieved every business day at 4 
p.m., stamped with that day's date, and then distributed to the instructor.  For essays not returned 
in class please attach a stamped, self-addressed envelope if you wish to have your assignment 
returned by mail.  Please note that assignments sent via fax or email will not be accepted. Final 
exams are intended solely for the purpose of evaluation and will not be returned. 
 
Approval of final grades: Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor subject to 
the approval of the Faculty Dean. This means that grades submitted by an instructor may be 
subject to revision. No grades are final until they have been approved by the Dean. 
 
Course Requirements: Students must fulfill all course requirements in order to achieve a 
passing grade.  Failure to hand in any assignment will result in a grade of F.  Failure to write the 
final exam will result in a grade of ABS. FND (Failure No Deferred) is assigned when a student's 
performance is so poor during the term that they cannot pass the course even with 100% on the 
final examination. In such cases, instructors may use this notation on the Final Grade Report to 
indicate that a student has already failed the course due to inadequate term work and should not 
be permitted access to a deferral of the examination. Deferred final exams are available ONLY if 
the student is in good standing in the course. 
 
Connect Email Accounts: The Department of Political Science strongly encourages students to 
sign up for a campus email account. Important course and University information will be 
distributed via the Connect email system. See http://connect.carleton.ca for instructions on how to 
set up your account. 
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