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Carleton University           Fall 2006

Department of Political Science

PSCI 4607A
Politics of North America

Tuesdays, 2:35 p.m. – 5:25 p.m.
A602 Loeb

Prof. Melissa Haussman

Office: Loeb A623

Office hrs:  M 1:30-3:30, W 3-5 & By appt.

Email: Melissa_haussman@carleton.ca

Phone: (613) 520-2600 X2768

This course covers both the institutional and political behavioral frameworks within

which domestic and transnational policies are made in Canada, the US and Mexico.  We will

compare, at a sophisticated level, the “issue cycles” and potential resolutions for certain

contentious concepts, many of which have been around for decades.  These will include:  trends

toward privatization; questions about freeing trade in certain sectors; immigration and whether

welcomed or not; and the overarching question of whether certain aspects of these three

countries’ political practices are “converging” and whether that matters or not.

II.  The following required books have been ordered at the bookstore:

1)  Deborah Barndt, ed., Women Working the NAFTA Food Chain (Second Story Press, 1999)

2)  Kevin P. Gallagher, Free Trade and the Environment (Stanford University Press, 2004)

3)  Gordon H. Hanson, Why Does Immigration Divide America?  (Institute for International

Economics, 2005)

4)  John N. McDougall, Drifting Together:  the Political Economy of Canada-US Integration

(Broadview, 2006)

5)  Joseph Nevins, Operation Gatekeeper (Routledge, 2002)

6)  Robert Slater, The Wal-Mart Triumph (Penguin, 2003)

*Other readings will either be put on reserve in the library or in the Poli. Sci. reading room, Loeb

6  floor, Room 666.th

III.  Course requirements-your grade will be comprised of the following:

1)  submitting two discussion questions (with answers) the week before the reading (by the Friday

before the Tues. class-to be emailed to the class on WebCt):                 25%
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2)  Participating in a “working group” regarding your area of study.  There will be potentially five

“working groups” from which to choose:  general free trade politics, environmental issues, labor

issues, immigration issues, or gender issues.  You will be asked to bring in articles and contribute

to the discussion on your area, and you will also meet periodically throughout the semester on

these topics:          25%

     

3)   General informed and enthusiastic class participation     25%

4)  Take-home, due Dec. 11               25%

IV. Schedule:

Sept. 12 Overview of course, discussion of current events in North America

Sept. 19 Questions of North American Integration

Read:  McDougall, Chs. 1-4, 6, 7

Sept. 26 The Origins of Free Trade Agreements

Read:  McDougall, Chs. 5, 8, 9

*Hufbauer and Schott, NAFTA Revisited, Chs. 1

*Maryse Robert, Negotiating NAFTA, Chs. 1, 2, 3

*Kimberly Elliott, Delivering on Doha, Chs. 1, 2, 4

Oct. 3 DSM’s (Dispute Settlement Mechanisms)

*Hufbauer and Schott, Chs. 4, 5, 9

             *Other readings on softwood lumber, summer 2006

*Timothy Wise et al., Confronting Globalization, Gonzalez, Ch. 2 (re: 

Ch. 11 DSM and the Metalclad case)

Oct. 10 Free Trade and the Environment:  Mexico

Read:  Gallagher, entire

Oct. 17 Immigration Politics and “Operation Gatekeeper”

Read:  Nevins, Chs. 1-6

Hanson, all

Oct. 24 Labor & Free Trade Politics Part I

*Scheve and Slaughter, Globalization and the Perception of American

Workers, Chs. 2, 4, 5

*Janice Fine, Worker Centers, Chs. 1-3, 5-8

Oct. 31 Gendered Labor, Part I

Read:  Barndt, Chs. 1-6

Nov. 7 Continued

Barndt, 7-14

Nov. 14 Race, Gender and Mobility in North America
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*Lisa Garcia Bedolla, Fluid Borders:  Latino Power, Identity, and

Politics in Los Angeles, Chs. 1, 3-5

Nov. 21 Wal-Mart and globalization

Read:  Slater, all

*Laura Gonzalez, “Women and Globalization in Mexico,” Ch. 5, and

Laura Macdonald, “Globalization and Gender in Canada,” Ch. 6, in

Bayes et al., Women, Democracy and Globalization in North America

*Kemal Dervis, Ch. 1, “The End and the New Beginning of History,” in

A Better Globalization

Nov. 28 Questions of North American Security

Read:  Nevins, Ch. 8;

*Andreas and Biersteker, eds., Chs. 1-3, 6, 8

McDougall, Chs. 10, concl.

Academic Accommodations

For Students with Disabilities: Students with disabilities requiring academic accommodations in

this course are encouraged to contact the Paul Menton Centre (PMC) for Students with

Disabilities (500 University Centre) to complete the necessary forms. After registering with the

PMC, make an appointment to meet with the instructor in order to discuss your needs at least two

weeks before the first in-class test or CUTV midterm exam . This will allow for sufficient time to

process your request. Please note the following deadlines for submitting completed forms to the

PMC for formally scheduled exam accommodations: November 6 , 2006 for fall and fall/winterth

term courses, and March 9 , 2007 for winter term courses.th

For Religious Observance: Students requesting accommodation for religious observances

should apply in writing to their instructor for alternate dates and/or means of satisfying academic

requirements. Such requests should be made during the first two weeks of class, or as soon as

possible after the need for accommodation is known to exist, but no later than two weeks before

the compulsory academic event. Accommodation is to be worked out directly and on an individual

basis between the student and the instructor(s) involved. Instructors will make accommodations in

a way that avoids academic disadvantage to the student. Instructors and students may contact an

Equity Services Advisor for assistance (www.carleton.ca/equity).

For Pregnancy: Pregnant students requiring academic accommodations are encouraged to

contact an Equity Advisor in Equity Services to complete a letter of accommodation. Then, make

an appointment to discuss your needs with the instructor at least two weeks prior to the first

academic event in which it is anticipated the accommodation will be required.

Plagiarism: The Undergraduate Calendar defines plagiarism as: "to use and pass off as one's

own idea or product, work of another without expressly giving credit to another."  The Graduate

Calendar states that plagiarism has occurred when a student either:  (a) directly copies another's

work without acknowledgment; or (b) closely paraphrases the equivalent of a short paragraph or

more without acknowledgment; or (c) borrows, without acknowledgment, any ideas in a clear and

recognizable form in such a way as to present them as the student's own thought, where such

ideas, if they were the student's own would contribute to the merit of his or her own work. 

Instructors who suspect plagiarism are required to submit the paper and supporting

documentation to the Departmental Chair who will refer the case to the Dean.   It is not permitted

to hand in the same assignment to two or more courses. The Department's Style Guide is

available at:  www.carleton.ca/polisci/undergrad/styleguide.pdf
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Oral Examination: At the discretion of the instructor, students may be required to pass a brief

oral examination on research papers and essays.

Submission and Return of Term Work: Papers must be handed directly to the instructor and will

not be date-stamped in the departmental office. Late assignments may be submitted to the drop

box in the corridor outside B640 Loeb. Assignments will be retrieved every business day at 4

p.m., stamped with that day's date, and then distributed to the instructor.  For essays not returned

in class please attach a stamped, self-addressed envelope if you wish to have your assignment

returned by mail.  Please note that assignments sent via fax or email will not be accepted. Final

exams are intended solely for the purpose of evaluation and will not be returned.

Approval of final grades: Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor subject to

the approval of the Faculty Dean. This means that grades submitted by an instructor may be

subject to revision. No grades are final until they have been approved by the Dean.

Course Requirements: Students must fulfill all course requirements in order to achieve a passing

grade.  Failure to hand in any assignment will result in a grade of F.  Failure to write the final exam

will result in a grade of ABS. FND (Failure B No Deferred) is assigned when a student's

performance is so poor during the term that they cannot pass the course even with 100% on the

final examination. In such cases, instructors may use this notation on the Final Grade Report to

indicate that a student has already failed the course due to inadequate term work and should not

be permitted access to a deferral of the examination. Deferred final exams are available ONLY if

the student is in good standing in the course.

Connect Email Accounts: The Department of Political Science strongly encourages students to

sign up for a campus email account. Important course and University information will be

distributed via the Connect email system. See http://connect.carleton.ca for instructions on how to

set up your account.
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