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Department of Political Science       Winter 2007
Carleton University

PSCI 4801 C
Selected Problems in Global Politics:

Globalization and Its Critics
Wednesday 6:05 pm – 8:55 pm, 236 PA (Paterson)

Instructor: Daniel Pierre-Antoine
Office hours: Wednesday 5:00-5:50pm
Office: C660 Loeb

Tel.: 520-2600 x1424
Email: dpantoin@connect.carleton.ca 
Web: http://webct.carleton.ca/ 

Course description and organization

The course takes a historical perspective on the phenomenon known today as globalization with a
focus on the interaction between politics and economics. Although some features of the global order
are undoubtedly new, it is possible to identify the foundations of the current period in the 18th
century. The course will therefore look at the origin of the current order and at the actors, ideas, and
institutions that have shaped the world. The course will start with the industrial revolution and end
with the recent debate over the benefits and costs of the present model. Special consideration will be
given to the post-World War II and post-Cold War periods.

The course material is divided into blocs corresponding to historical periods delimited by
significant events. Within each bloc, we will see what forces shaped the international order. Classes
will start with a brief introduction by the instructor followed by a discussion of the week’s material.
Student presentations will take place at the most appropriate moment in the discussion. 

Evaluation

Method (see details below) Weight Deadline 
Presentation (12min) 15% Corresponding day
Position paper 5pp. 25% Day of presentation
Research essay 12-15pp. 40% 28 March
Attendance and participation 20% Weekly

Late assignments and other policies: All assignments must be submitted to pass the course. Late
assignments must be accompanied by a justificatory document, otherwise the penalty is 5% per
calendar day (meaning weekends count as two days). Assignments will not be accepted by email,
fax, or under the instructor’s office door. Assignments not submitted in class should be submitted in
the Department of Political Science drop-box (outside room B640 Loeb) by 4pm. Do not send email
copies as “proof” that you met the deadline or that your assignment in “only one day late”. If you
send someone else to submit your assignment, it is your responsibility to inform them of the proper
location and time. Assignments more than seven days late will be given a grade of zero. 

mailto:dpierrea@uottawa.ca
http://webct.carleton.ca/
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Discussions and participation: Attendance is compulsory. Since this is a seminar, student
contribution is key. The discussions will address questions drawn from the course’s material. It is
therefore essential that readings be done before the class for which they are assigned. Comments
made during the seminar must reflect their contents. Frequency, quality, and collegiality are
criteria in evaluating students’ contribution. All these must be present to earn a superior grade (A-
or more). Absences must be justified to avoid being penalized.  

Presentation: Once during the term, students must present a text chosen in a list of supplementary
readings. The presentation must last about 12 minutes and it must (1) summarize the argument and
(2) offer a position on the author’s argument. Divide the time roughly 50/50. Frame the reaction to
the text such that it stimulates the discussion.

Position paper: This is a five-page reaction to the argument made in the text presented. It is due at
the class. This is not a summary. The entire five pages must state your position on the issue at
hand, not reiterate that of the author. It will necessarily be more substantial than what you say in the
second half of the presentation. Beware of language that fills paper without saying much.

Research essay: The research essay must address a topic. It involves research beyond the course
readings. The research essay must be 12-15 double-spaced pages with 1-inch margins (footnotes,
endnotes and bibliography count as extra pages). Additional directions will be given in class.
Students with serious difficulties with written assignments should contact the Student Academic
Success Centre at http://www.carleton.ca/sasc/.

Readings

All readings are compulsory and should be completed before the class for which they are assigned.
They are available in the binder in the Resource Centre (C666 Loeb) of the Department of Political
Science.

Calendar

3 January – Introduction to the course

The emergence of the modern world order

10 January – Political freedom and economic freedom
§ Karl Polanyi, The Great Transformation: The Social and Economic Origins of Our Time

(Boston: Beacon Press, 1957), Ch. 5. 
§ Linda McQuaig, All You Can Eat (Toronto: Penguin, 2001), Ch. 5. 
§ Eric J. Hobsbawm, Industry and Empire (London: Weidenfeld & Nicolson, 1968), Ch. 3. 

http://www.carleton.ca/sasc/


3

17 January – Nineteenth-century free trade
§ Norman McCord, Free Trade: Theory and Practice from Adam Smith to Keynes (Newton

Abbot: David & Charles, 1970), Parts I and II. 
§ David Ricardo, Principles of Political Economy and Taxation, Ch. 7. Online: 

http://www.econlib.org/library/Ricardo/ricP2a.html#Ch.7,%20On%20Foreign%20Trade or
http://www.marxists.org/reference/subject/economics/ricardo/tax/ 

24 January – Interstate competition and colonialism
§ Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels, Manifesto of the Communist Party in Robert C. Tucker, ed.,

The Marx-Engels Reader, 2nd ed. (New York: W.W. Norton, 1978), Ch. 1.
§ Eric J. Hobsbawm, The Age of Empire, 1875-1914 (New York: Pantheon Books, 1987), Chs. 3,

4 and 5 or 6.

The Bretton Woods regime

31 January – The Great Depression and Bretton Woods
§ Joseph A. Schumpeter, Capitalism, Socialism, and Democracy (New York: Harper and Row,

1950), Chs. 13-14. 
§ Charles P. Kindleberger, The World in Depression (Berkeley: University of California Press,

1986), Ch. 14. 
§ Susan George and Fabrizio Sabelli, Faith and Credit (London: Penguin, 1994), Ch. 1-2.
§ John Gerard Ruggie, “International Regimes, Transactions and Change: Embedded

Liberalism in the Postwar Economic Order”, International Organization, Vol. 26, No. 2 (1982),
esp. sections 1-2. Online at the MacOdrum Library.

7 February – The Cold War and the emergence of “international development”
§ John W. Young and John Kent, International Relations Since 1945 (Oxford: Oxford University

Press, 2004), Ch. 4.
§ Walt W. Rostow, The Stages of Economic Growth: A Non-Communist Manifesto (Cambridge:

Cambridge University Press, 1971), Ch. 2. Online:
http://www.mtholyoke.edu/acad/intrel/ipe/rostow.htm 

§ P.W. Preston, Development Theory: An Introduction (Oxford and Cambridge: Blackwell, 1996),
Ch. 9. 

14 February – From the New International Economic Order (NIEO) to the debt crisis
§ Paul Streeten, “Approaches to a New International Economic Order”, World Development 10,

No. 1 (January 1982). Online at the MacOdrum Library. 
§ Anne O. Krueger et al., “The International Debt Crisis”, American Economic Review 77 (May

1987). 
§ Claudio J. Katz and Vincent A. Mahler, “Three Views on the Latin American Debt Crisis”,

Cooperation and Conflict 27, No. 2 (1992).

http://www.econlib.org/library/Ricardo/ricP.html
http://www.econlib.org/library/Ricardo/ricP.html
http://www.marxists.org/reference/subject/economics/ricardo/tax/
http://www.mtholyoke.edu/acad/intrel/ipe/rostow.htm
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The globalization of the economy

21 February – No class

28 February – Response to the debt crisis: structural adjustment and the Washington Consensus
§ John Williamson, “What Washington Means by Policy Reform”, in John Williamson, ed., Latin

American Adjustment: How Much Has Happened (Washington, DC: Institute for International
Economics). Online at: http://www.iie.com/publications/papers/paper.cfm?ResearchID=486 

§ John Williamson, “What Should the World Bank Think about the Washington Consensus”,
http://www.worldbank.org/research/journals/wbro/obsaug00/pdf/(6)Williamson.pdf. 

§ Louis Pauly, Who Elected the Bankers? Surveillance and Control in the World Economy
(Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 1997), Chs. 6-7. 

7 March – Foreign investment, trade and development: trade as aid
§ World Trade Organization, “Understanding the WTO”, Chs. 1-2. Online at:

http://www.wto.org/english/thewto_e/whatis_e/tif_e/understanding_e.pdf. 
§ Leslie Sklair, Globalization: Capitalism and Its Alternatives (Oxford and New York: Oxford

University Press, 2002), Chs. 3-4. 

14 March – A popular response to neoliberal globalization
§ Manuel Castells, The Power of Identity, 2nd ed. (Oxford: Blackwell, 2004), pp. 145-160.
§ Walden Bello, Deglobalization: Ideas for a New World Economy (Halifax: Fernwood, 2002),

Ch. 2. 
§ Greg Buckman, Globalization: Tame It or Scrap It? (Halifax: Fernwood, 2004), Chs. 5 and 7.

21 March – Popular alternatives to neoliberal globalization
§ Simon Tormey, Anti-Capitalism: A Beginner’s Guide (Oxford: Oneworld, 2004), Chs. 3-4.

28 March – A response to the popular response: what kind of alternative?
§ John H. Dunning, “The Moral Imperatives of Global Capitalism: An Overview”, in John H.

Dunning, ed., Making Globalization Good: The Moral Challenges of Global Capitalism (Oxford
and New York: Oxford University Press, 2003). 

§ Tormey, Anti-Capitalism, Ch. 5. 
§ Buckman, Globalization, Chs. 11-13. 

Academic Accommodations

For Students with Disabilities: Students with disabilities requiring academic accommodations in this course

are encouraged to contact the Paul Menton Centre (PMC) for Students with Disabilities (500 University

Centre) to complete the necessary forms. After registering with the PMC, make an appointment to meet with

the instructor in order to discuss your needs at least two weeks before the first in-class test or CUTV

midterm exam . This will allow for sufficient time to process your request. Please note the following deadlines

for submitting completed forms to the PMC for formally scheduled exam accommodations: November 6 ,th

2006 for fall and fall/winter term courses, and March 9 , 2007 for winter term courses.th

http://www.iie.com/publications/papers/paper.cfm?ResearchID=486
http://www.worldbank.org/research/journals/wbro/obsaug00/pdf/(6)Williamson.pdf
http://www.wto.org
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For Religious Observance: Students requesting accommodation for religious observances should apply in

writing to their instructor for alternate dates and/or means of satisfying academic requirements. Such requests

should be made during the first two weeks of class, or as soon as possible after the need for accommodation

is known to exist, but no later than two weeks before the compulsory academic event. Accommodation is to

be worked out directly and on an individual basis between the student and the instructor(s) involved.

Instructors will make accommodations in a way that avoids academic disadvantage to the student. Instructors

and students may contact an Equity Services Advisor for assistance (www.carleton.ca/equity).

For Pregnancy: Pregnant students requiring academic accommodations are encouraged to contact an Equity

Advisor in Equity Services to complete a letter of accommodation. Then, make an appointment to discuss

your needs with the instructor at least two weeks prior to the first academic event in which it is anticipated the

accommodation will be required.

Plagiarism: The Undergraduate Calendar defines plagiarism as: "to use and pass off as one's own idea or

product, work of another without expressly giving credit to another."  The Graduate Calendar states that

plagiarism has occurred when a student either:  (a) directly copies another's work without acknowledgment; or

(b) closely paraphrases the equivalent of a short paragraph or more without acknowledgment; or (c) borrows,

without acknowledgment, any ideas in a clear and recognizable form in such a way as to present them as the

student's own thought, where such ideas, if they were the student's own would contribute to the merit of his or

her own work.  Instructors who suspect plagiarism are required to submit the paper and supporting

documentation to the Departmental Chair who will refer the case to the Dean.   It is not permitted to hand in

the same assignment to two or more courses. The Department's Style Guide is available at: 

www.carleton.ca/polisci/undergrad/styleguide.pdf

Oral Examination: At the discretion of the instructor, students may be required to pass a brief oral

examination on research papers and essays.

Submission and Return of Term Work: Papers must be handed directly to the instructor and will not be

date-stamped in the departmental office. Late assignments may be submitted to the drop box in the corridor

outside B640 Loeb. Assignments will be retrieved every business day at 4 p.m., stamped with that day's date,

and then distributed to the instructor.  For essays not returned in class please attach a stamped, self-

addressed envelope if you wish to have your assignment returned by mail.  Please note that assignments

sent via fax or email will not be accepted. Final exams are intended solely for the purpose of evaluation and

will not be returned.

Approval of final grades: Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor subject to the approval

of the Faculty Dean. This means that grades submitted by an instructor may be subject to revision. No grades

are final until they have been approved by the Dean.

Course Requirements: Students must fulfill all course requirements in order to achieve a passing grade. 

Failure to hand in any assignment will result in a grade of F.  Failure to write the final exam will result in a

grade of ABS. FND (Failure B No Deferred) is assigned when a student's performance is so poor during the

term that they cannot pass the course even with 100% on the final examination. In such cases, instructors

may use this notation on the Final Grade Report to indicate that a student has already failed the course due to

inadequate term work and should not be permitted access to a deferral of the examination. Deferred final

exams are available ONLY if the student is in good standing in the course.

Connect Email Accounts: The Department of Political Science strongly encourages students to sign up for a

campus email account. Important course and University information will be distributed via the Connect email

system. See http://connect.carleton.ca for instructions on how to set up your account.
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