
Carleton University       Fall 2006
Department of Political Science

PSCI 4802A
INTERNATIONAL POLITICS OF AFRICA
Seminar: Wednesdays, 0835 - 1125hrs

Loeb A602

Instructor: Dr. David Gillies
Office: B646 Loeb
Office hours: 11:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m., Wednesdays
Office phone: (613) 520-2600 x1598 (no voicemail)
Cell: (613) 816 2955  
Email: DavidGillies@rogers.com

Course Description

In a continent of great diversity, this course will examine where African states
and societies are heading, consider obstacles to their durable development,
review blueprints for an African renaissance, and assess Africa’s aid relationship
with the international community.  Conflict and the many paths to peace will be a
central theme of the course, including an assessment of the emerging African
security architecture. 

Seminars will normally begin with a presentation by the instructor or a guest
speaker and provide an overview of the topic or introduce recent policy
developments.  The second half of each session will be devoted to student
presentations and seminar discussion.  The required text is Ali and Matthews,
Durable Peace.  The “grey literature” produced by multilateral organizations,
think tanks, and non-governmental organizations will be used for policy relevant
discussions. A binder of course reading materials will be available on reserve at
the MacOdrum library.    

The seminars are intended to develop the skills to express, criticize and defend
scholarly positions and arguments.  The term paper enables the student to
formulate ideas at greater depth than is possible in an exam. Building on case
materials and frameworks discussed in the course, students will be expected to
examine one African case study of conflict, conflict management or peace
building.   The term paper is due on November 29, 2006. Topics and
expectations for the term paper will be considered in one of the seminars.
Students are also encouraged to meet with the instructor to discuss possible
topics, and to prepare a one page proposal for approval.
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A simulation exercise will be prepared to illustrate the complexities of Africa’s
international relations.  A simulation is a role play of a scenario to gain insight of
the interests and behaviour of different actors, and the complexity of decision-
making in a fast-moving international crisis.  Working in a team environment, the
simulation will examine African and international responses to the peace building
agenda in the Darfur region of Sudan.  The scenario will likely address
humanitarian access, cease fire monitoring or human rights investigations. 

The simulation exercise will consist of two sessions. The first session will be
preparatory and include defining the scenario and actors, choosing teams,
setting objectives, and examining role briefs and other materials.  The second
session will consist of the simulation moderated by the instructor and a debrief or
feedback session.  
 

Assignments and Evaluation

Term Paper 50% (due November 29, 2006)
Simulation 25%
Seminar presentation 15%
Class Participation 10%

Students are expected to participate in all the sessions and make a seminar
presentation.  The seminar presentation will normally take the form of a concise
review of an assigned reading. A failing grade will be assigned where term work
is incomplete. It is not acceptable to hand in the same assignment for two or
more courses. All assignments are to be submitted to the instructor in hard copy
form by November 29, 2006.  Papers are not to be submitted via fax or in
electronic form. Papers handed in late will face the following penalties: a loss of
one grade (e.g. an A- will become a B+) for a paper overdue by up to three days;
and a loss of two grades for any paper more than three days overdue. 

Reading and Organizational Resources
Books

Tasier M. Ali and Robert O. Mathews. Durable Peace: Challenges of Peacebuilding in Africa. 

University of Toronto Press. 2004.

Jane Boulden (editor). Dealing with Conflict in Africa: The United Nations and Regional

Organizations. Palgrave, 2003

Christopher Clapham. Africa and the International System. Cambridge: Cambridge University

Press, 1996. 

Kevin Dunn and Tim Shaw, (eds.)  Africa’s Challenge to International Relations Theory. Palgrave:

2001 

Rob McRae and Don Hubert (eds.) Human Security and the New Diplomacy: Protecting People,

Promoting Peace. McGill-Queen’s University Press, 2001. 
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Ian Taylor and Paul W illiams, (eds.) Africa in International Politics: External Involvement on the

Continent. Routledge, 2004 

Articles

Richard Joseph.  “Africa: States in Crisis”. Journal of Democracy. July 2003.

Douglas Lemke.  “African Lessons for International Relations Research” World Politics, 56.1

(2003), 114-138. 

Foreign Policy.  “The Failed States Index”. July/August 2005.

Donald Rothchild. “Power Sharing as a Response to Insecurity asfter Africa’s Civil W ars”. Mimeo. 

Reports of Multilateral Organizations and Expert Bodies

Commission for Africa. Our Common Interest: Report of the Commission for Africa. 2005 

ICIS. The Responsibility to Protect: Report of the Commission on Intervention and State

Sovereignty. 2003. 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office, Strategy Unit. 2005

Rwanda: The Preventable Genocide. Report of the Independent Inquiry into the Actions of the

United Nations during the 1994 Genocide in Rwanda (Carlsson Report) 1999. 

http://www.visiontv.ca/RememberRwanda/Report.pdf

Department for International Development. “W hy we need to work more effectively in fragile

states”. Online at www.dfid.gov.uk

Final Report of the UN Panel of Experts on the Illegal Exploitation of Natural Resources and Other

Forms of W ealth of the DR Congo. 2004. 

(http://www.reliefweb.int/w/rwb.nsf/s/706B89b947e5993dc1256c590052b353)

G8 African security commitments. http://www.whitehouse.gov/news/releases/2004/06/20040610-

27.html. See also Government of Canada’s G8 2005 Gleneagles Summit site.  

African Union security commitments. www.africanunion.org

Selected African and International Think Tanks and Web Sites

Institute for Security Studies, Johannesburg. http://www.iss.org.za 

International Peace Academy, New York. www.ipacademcy.org

International Crisis Group, Brussels. www.crisisgroup.org and www.crisisweb.org

Afrobarometer. http://www.afrobarometer.org/results

Detailed Course Outline
(Markings with an asterisk are required reading)

Week 1 (September 13): African States and International Relations Theory

*Clapham, 1-24; *Lemke; Dunn and Shaw

Week 2 (September 20): Fragile States and Foreign Policy

*Ali and Matthews, 3-15, Department for International Development, ICIS, Foreign Policy

http://www.crisisweb.org
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Week 3 (September 27): Roots of Conflict – Governance, Human Security, Ethnicity 

*Commission for Africa, *Clapham, 161-181, 208-238; McRae and Hubert, Joseph

Week 4 (October 4): Peacebuilding: Negotiated Settlements in South Africa, Mozambique,

Zimbabwe

*Ali and Matthews, Part Two country chapters 

Week 5 (October 11): Peacebuilding After Military Victory: Rwanda and DR Congo

*Ali and Mathews, 61-85; Carlsson Report, Ch 13-15, 24, Boulden, 253-304

Week 6 (October 18): Peacebuilding: Themes and Approaches

*Ali and Matthews, Part Four; Rothchild 

Week 7 (October 25):  African Renaissance? G8, NEPAD, and African Union blueprints

*Commission for Africa, G8 Summit, AU, NEPAD and W orld Bank resources

 

Week 8 (November 1): Dealing with Conflict:  Multilateral Organizations and the Big Powers 

*Ali and Mathews, 393-422, Clapham, 75-105, Boulden 305-317  

Presentation: National Film Board - The Peacekeepers  

Week 9 (November 8):  Dealing with Conflict: African Regional Organizations 

African Union web resources, Cilliers and Malan, Cilliers, Boulden, 35-78

Presentation: (TBC) Col Denis Thompson, Department of National Defence  

Week 10 (November 15):  Simulation Exercise: Conflict & Peacebuilding in the Darfur

region of Sudan 

Week 11 (November 22): Simulation Exercise: Conflict & Peacebuilding in the Darfur region

of Sudan

Week 12 (November 29): Term papers due

Academic Accommodations

For Students with Disabilities: Students with disabilities requiring academic accommodations in

this course are encouraged to contact the Paul Menton Centre (PMC) for Students with

Disabilities (500 University Centre) to complete the necessary forms. After registering with the

PMC, make an appointment to meet with the instructor in order to discuss your needs at least two

weeks before the first in-class test or CUTV midterm exam . This will allow for sufficient time to

process your request. Please note the following deadlines for submitting completed forms to the

PMC for formally scheduled exam accommodations: November 6 , 2006 for fall and fall/winterth

term courses, and March 9 , 2007 for winter term courses.th

For Religious Observance: Students requesting accommodation for religious observances

should apply in writing to their instructor for alternate dates and/or means of satisfying academic

requirements. Such requests should be made during the first two weeks of class, or as soon as

possible after the need for accommodation is known to exist, but no later than two weeks before

the compulsory academic event. Accommodation is to be worked out directly and on an individual

basis between the student and the instructor(s) involved. Instructors will make accommodations in

a way that avoids academic disadvantage to the student. Instructors and students may contact an

Equity Services Advisor for assistance (www.carleton.ca/equity).



5

For Pregnancy: Pregnant students requiring academic accommodations are encouraged to

contact an Equity Advisor in Equity Services to complete a letter of accommodation. Then, make

an appointment to discuss your needs with the instructor at least two weeks prior to the first

academic event in which it is anticipated the accommodation will be required.

Plagiarism: The Undergraduate Calendar defines plagiarism as: "to use and pass off as one's

own idea or product, work of another without expressly giving credit to another."  The Graduate

Calendar states that plagiarism has occurred when a student either:  (a) directly copies another's

work without acknowledgment; or (b) closely paraphrases the equivalent of a short paragraph or

more without acknowledgment; or (c) borrows, without acknowledgment, any ideas in a clear and

recognizable form in such a way as to present them as the student's own thought, where such

ideas, if they were the student's own would contribute to the merit of his or her own work. 

Instructors who suspect plagiarism are required to submit the paper and supporting

documentation to the Departmental Chair who will refer the case to the Dean.   It is not permitted

to hand in the same assignment to two or more courses. The Department's Style Guide is

available at:  www.carleton.ca/polisci/undergrad/styleguide.pdf

Oral Examination: At the discretion of the instructor, students may be required to pass a brief

oral examination on research papers and essays.

Submission and Return of Term Work: Papers must be handed directly to the instructor and will

not be date-stamped in the departmental office. Late assignments may be submitted to the drop

box in the corridor outside B640 Loeb. Assignments will be retrieved every business day at 4

p.m., stamped with that day's date, and then distributed to the instructor.  For essays not returned

in class please attach a stamped, self-addressed envelope if you wish to have your assignment

returned by mail.  Please note that assignments sent via fax or email will not be accepted. Final

exams are intended solely for the purpose of evaluation and will not be returned.

Approval of final grades: Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor subject to

the approval of the Faculty Dean. This means that grades submitted by an instructor may be

subject to revision. No grades are final until they have been approved by the Dean.

Course Requirements: Students must fulfill all course requirements in order to achieve a passing

grade.  Failure to hand in any assignment will result in a grade of F.  Failure to write the final exam

will result in a grade of ABS. FND (Failure B No Deferred) is assigned when a student's

performance is so poor during the term that they cannot pass the course even with 100% on the

final examination. In such cases, instructors may use this notation on the Final Grade Report to

indicate that a student has already failed the course due to inadequate term work and should not

be permitted access to a deferral of the examination. Deferred final exams are available ONLY if

the student is in good standing in the course.

Connect Email Accounts: The Department of Political Science strongly encourages students to

sign up for a campus email account. Important course and University information will be

distributed via the Connect email system. See http://connect.carleton.ca for instructions on how to

set up your account.
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