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Ethics in International Relations 
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Tel:  520-2600, x.2794      
E-mail:  Fiona_Robinson@carleton.ca     
         
AIMS AND OBJECTIVES 
 
The aim of this course is to provide students with the necessary tools to think critically 
about theories and issues related to international ethics.  International ethics is a rapidly 
expanding field within the discipline of International Relations; this growth has been 
driven partly by developments in related fields of moral and political philosophy, as well 
as by the evident moral urgency of many contemporary global problems – including 
poverty and justice, the ethics of war and conflict, human rights and the environment.  
This course will be primarily devoted to the careful examination and critique of 
competing theoretical perspectives on international ethics.  In order to do this, we will 
begin by thinking about the role and nature of ethical thought in the context of IR theory 
more general, especially in relation to debates about epistemology and methodology.  
From there we will go on to examine the following:  cosmopolitan and communitarian 
approaches; Western and non-Western ethical traditions, as well as approaches to ethics 
from the perspectives of critical theory, postmodernism, feminism and constructivism.  
The second half of the course will be devoted to examining how these various approaches 
have been used to examine issues or problems in international ethics.  These will include:  
citizenship, global civil society and cosmopolitan democracy; poverty, development and 
environment; just war; security and humanitarian intervention. 
 
STRUCTURE AND ASSESSMENT 
 
The course is organized as a seminar and meets weekly for three hours.  Seminars will 
normally begin with a brief introduction from the instructor; this introduction will outline 
the context, key themes and debates in that week’s literature.  This will then be followed 
by student presentations, which will then be followed by general discussion and debate. 
 
ASSESSMENT: 
 
Participation: 15% 
Presentation: 15% 
Short Paper: 25% (due week 6, October 17th) 
Final Paper: 45% (essay presentation 5%; essay 40%) (due week 12, Nov 28) 
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Participation:  All students are expected to be active participants in the seminar 
discussion.  The participation grade will be based on attendance, and the quantity and 
quality of contributions to class discussions.   
 
Presentation:  All students will be required to do one presentation.  Students will present 
their short paper (see below) to the rest of the class.  The short paper will be a critical 
analysis of one (or in some cases two) of the readings for that week.  The presentation 
should be 12-15 minutes, and should present the main argument and key critical and 
analytical points of the paper.  The presentation should end by offering three questions  
for further discussion.  Other students in the class will respond to these questions, and 
may pose questions to the presenter at the end of the presentation.  Presentations will 
begin in Week 3, and the final presentations will be in Week 11.  Ideally, we will have 
two presentations per week. 
 
Short Paper:  All students will be required to write one short paper (6-8 pages).  The 
paper will be a critical analysis of one (or in some cases two) of the readings for a given 
week.  This paper will be the basis for the oral presentation (see above).   Other sources 
(beyond the articles being analyzed) may be used, but this is not required.  However, 
essays must follow proper essay style and structure, and must be properly documented. 
 
Final Paper:  All students will be required to write one substantial research essay (18-20 
pages).  The essay will be on a topic of the student’s choice related to the general topic of 
ethics and international relations.  Essay topics may be purely theoretical; however, in 
most cases, students will choose to study a particular ethical issue, in IR.  However, all 
essays must have a clear theoretical framework or ‘lens’ through which they examine the 
issue(s) in question.   
Students will be required to sign up for an appointment during my office hours to discuss 
the essay topics.  Research essays are due at the beginning of the final class.  During the 
final class, students will have an opportunity to share the arguments, analyses and 
conclusions of their essays with the rest of the class.  This final presentation will be worth 
5% of the final mark. 
 
TEXTBOOKS AND READINGS 
 
Many of the readings for this course are available on-line through the Library’s electronic 
journals.  All other readings (in books) have been placed on reserve in the Library.  
Although there is no ‘text’ for this course, Kimberly Hutchings’ International Political 
Theory, and Will Kymlicka and William Sullivan’s The Globalization of Ethics have 
been ordered at the Bookstore. 
 
OTHER INFORMATION 
 
Late Assignments:  Extensions beyond the original due date will only be granted under 
exceptional circumstances and with proper documentation.  If you are ill, or have another 
legitimate reason for not submitting an assignment on time, please see me as soon as 
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possible (preferably before the assignment due date) to arrange an alternate due date.  
One grade point per day will be deducted for late assignments.  Friday to Monday will 
count as one day.  Late papers should be either handed to me directly during my office 
hours or placed in the Political Science Drop Box BEFORE 4pm on the day of 
submission.  Papers submitted after 4 pm will be stamped with the following day’s date.  
Do not put assignments in my mailbox or slide them under my door.  Do not e-mail 
assignments to me (see e-mail policy below). 
 
Office hours and e-mail:  If you wish to discuss any aspect of the course with me, please 
attend my office hours (posted above).  If you cannot make it to my office hours, please 
see me in class to arrange an alternate meeting time.  Please DO NOT e-mail me 
regarding questions you have concerning the course (unless it is a brief procedural or 
information-related question requiring a brief answer).  All students will be required to 
attend my office hours between Weeks 6 and 8 to discuss essay topics.  Sign-up sheets 
will be distributed in class for this purpose. 
 
 
WEEKLY TOPICS AND READINGS 
 
Week 1 Thinking about Ethics and International Relations Theory: 
Sept 12 Untangling morality and ethics, normativity and epistemology 
 
Terry Nardin and David Mapel, eds.,  Traditions of International Ethics.  Cambridge:  
Cambridge University Press, 1992.  Chapter 1. 
 
Kimberly Hutchings, International Political Theory:  Rethinking Ethics in a Global Era.  
London:  Sage, 1999.  Chapter 1, ‘Idealism and Realism’. 
 
Mervyn Frost, ‘A Turn not Taken:  Ethics in IR at the Millennium’, Review of 
International Studies, 24, Special Issue, 1998. 
 
Chris Brown, International Theory:  New Normative Approaches.  Hemel Hempstead:  
Harvester Wheatsheaf, 1002, Chapter 1:  Introduction:  Theory and International 
Relations. 
 
 
Week 2 The Globalization of Ethics: Western and non-Western voices 
Sept 19 
 
Will Kymlicka and William Sullivan, The Globalization of Ethics:  Religious and Secular 
Perspectives.  Cambridge:  Cambridge University Press, 2007.  Especially chapters 1, 5, 
6, 7 and 11. 
 
 
Week 3  Cosmopolitanism, Communitarian and Beyond 
Sept 26 
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Chris Brown, International Theory:  New Normative Approaches.  Hemel Hempstead:  
Harvester Wheatsheaf, 1992.  Chapters 2 and 3. 
 
Kimberly Hutchings, International Political Theory:  Rethinking Ethics in a Global Era.  
London:  Sage, 1999.  Chapter 2, ‘The Ethics of International Politics’ 
 
James Brassett and Dan Bulley, ‘Ethics in World Politics:  Cosmopolitanism and 
Beyond’, International Politics, 44:1-18, 2007. 
 
Thomas Donaldson ‘Kant’s Global Rationalism’ in Terry Nardin and David Mapel, eds., 
Traditions of International Ethics.  Cambridge:  Cambridge University Press, 1992. 
 
Toni Erskine, ‘Qualifying Cosmopolitanism?  Solidarity, Criticism and Michael Walzer’s 
‘View from the Cave’, International Politics, 44:1-18, 2007. 
 
 
Week 4 Critical Theory, Postcolonialism and Postmodern Ethics 
Oct 3 
 
R.B.J. Walker, Inside/Outside:  International Relations as Political Theory. Chapters 1 
and 3. 
 
David Campbell, ‘The Deterritorialization of Responsibility:  Levinas, Derrida and Ethics 
after the end of Philosophy’, in David Campbell and Michael Shapiro, eds., Moral 
Spaces:  Rethinking Ethics and World Politics.  Minneapolis:  University of Minnesota 
Press, 1999. 
 
Kimberly Hutchings, International Political Theory:  Rethinking Ethics in a Global Era.  
London:  Sage, 1999.  Part Two:  Critical Challenges (chapters 3 and 4).  
 
Kate Manzo, ‘Critical Humanism, Postcolonialism and Postmodern Ethics’ in David 
Campbell and Michael Shapiro, eds., Moral Spaces:  Rethinking Ethics and World 
Politics.  Minneapolis:  University of Minnesota Press, 1999. 
 
 
Week 5 Gender, Diversity and Feminist Ethics 
Oct 10 
 
Carol Cohn and Sara Ruddick, ‘Feminist Ethical Perspectives on Weapons of Mass 
Destruction’ in Sohail Hashimi and Steven Lee, eds., Ethical Perspectives on Weapons of 
Mass Destruction.  Cambridge:  Cambridge University Press, 2004. 
 
Kimberly Hutchings, ‘Feminist Perspectives on a Planetary Ethic’ in Will Kymlicka and 
William Sullivan, The Globalization of Ethics:  Religious and Secular Perspectives.  
Cambridge:  Cambridge University Press, 2007. 
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Fiona Robinson ‘ Care, Gender and Global Social Justice:  Rethinking ‘Ethical 
Globalization’, Journal of Global Ethics, 2(1), 2006: 5-25. 
 
Vivienne Jabri, ‘Explorations of Difference in Normative International Relations’ in 
Vivienne Jabri and Eleanor O’Gorman, eds., Women, Culture and International 
Relations.  Boulder, Co:  Lynne Reinner, 1999.   
 
Alison Jaggar, ‘Saving Amina’:  Global Justice for Women and Intercultural Dialogue’, 
Ethics and International Affairs, 19(3):55-75, 2004. 
 
 
Week 6 Norms, Rights and International Law 
Oct 17 
 
Christian Reus-Smit, ‘Human Rights and the Social Construction of Sovereignty’, Review 
of International Studies, 2001, 27, 519-538. 
 
Nicholas Onuf, ‘Everyday Ethics in International Relations’, in Hakan Seckingelgin and 
Hideaki Shinoda, eds., Ethics and International Relations.  Houndsmills:  Palgrave, 2001. 
 
Neta Crawford, Argument and Change in World Politics:  Ethics, Decolonization, and 
Humanitarian Intervention.  Cambridge:  Cambridge University Press, 2002.  Chapter 2, 
‘Ethical Argument and argument analysis’. 
 
Friedrich Kratochwil, ‘Politics, Norms and Peaceful Change’, Review of International 
Studies 24 (5), 1998.   
 
Alex Bellamy, ‘Responsibility to Protect or Trojan Horse?  The Crisis in Darfur and 
Humanitarian Intervention after Iraq’, Ethics and International Affairs, 19(2), 2005:31-
53. 
 
 
Week 7 Citizenship, Global Civil Society and Cosmopolitan Democracy 
Oct 24 
 
Paul Wapner, ‘The Normative Promise of Nonstate Actors: A Theoretical Account of 
Global Civil Society’ in Paul Wapner, ed., Principled World Politics:  The Challenge of 
Normative International Relations.  Lanham:  Rowman & Littlefield, 2000.  
 
M. Pasha and D. Blaney, ‘Elusive Paradise:  The Promise and Peril of Global Civil 
Society’, Alternatives, 23, 1998. 
 
David Held ‘Democracy and the New International Order’ (Chapter 4) in David Held and 
Daniele Archibugi, eds., Cosmopolitan Democracy:  An Agenda for a New World Order.  
Cambridge:  Polity Press,  
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Carol Gould, Globalizing Democracy and Human Rights.  Cambridge:  Cambridge 
University Press, 2006, chapter 7.  
 
Andrew Linklater, The Transformation of Political Community.  Cambridge:  Polity 
Press, 1998.  (especially chapters 2, 3 and 6). 
 
 
Week 8 Globalization and Global Justice 
Oct 31 
 
Thomas Pogge, ‘World Poverty and Human Rights’, Ethics and International Affairs 
19(1), 2005.   
 
Jacqueline Best, ‘Moralizing Finance:  The New Financial Architecture as Ethical 
Discourse’, Review of International Political Economy, 10(3), 2003. 
 
Naila Kabeer, ‘Globalization, Labor Standards, and Women’s Rights:  Dilemmas of 
Collective (In)action in an Interdependent World’.  Feminist Economics, 10(1), 2004, 3-
35.  
 
Mark Rupert, ‘Anticapitalist Convergence?  Anarchism, Socialism and the Global Justice 
Movement’ in Manfred Steger, ed., Rethinking Globalism.  Lanham, MD:  Rowman & 
Littlefield,  2004. 
 
Kerri Woods. ‘What Does the Language of Human Rights bring to Campaigns for 
Environmental Justice?’, Environmental Politics, 15(4): 572-591, 2006. 
 
 
Week 9 Just War  
Nov 7 
 
Michael Walzer, Just and Unjust Wars:  A Moral Argument with Historical Illustrations.  
2006; especially chapters 1, 4 and 6. 
 
Neta Crawford, ‘Just War Theory and the U.S. Counterterror War’, Perspectives on 
Politics, 1(1): 5-25, 2003.  
 
Laura Sjoberg, Gender, Justice and the Wars in Iraq:  A Feminist Reformulation of Just 
War Theory.  Lanham:  Lexington Books, 2006.  Part II, Chapters 4, 5 and 6. 
 
Richard Falk, ‘Defining a Just War’, The Nation.  October 29, 2001.  Available at 
http://www.thenation.com/doc/20011029/falk
 
Brian Orend, ‘Justice after War’, Ethics and International Affairs. 16(2), 2002. 
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Week 10 Humanitarian Intervention 
Nov 14 
 
Terry Nardin , ‘The Moral Basis of Humanitarian Intervention’, Ethics and International 
Affairs, 16(1), 2002. 
 
International Commission on Intervention and State Sovereignty, ‘The Responsibility to 
Protect’, December, 2001, Parts 1 and 2 (available at http://www.iciss.ca) 
   
Ian Williams, ‘Righting the Wrongs of Past Interventions:  A Review of the International 
Commission on Intervention and State Sovereignty’, International Journal of Human 
Rights. 6(3), 2002:103-113. 
 
Joy Gordon, ‘A peaceful, silent, deadly remedy:  The ethics of economic sanctions’, 
Ethics and International Affairs, 13:123-142, 1999. 
 
Iris Marion Young, ‘Violence against power:  critical thoughts on military intervention’ 
in D.K. Chatterjee, and D. E. Scheid, eds., Ethics and Foreign Intervention.  Cambridge:  
Cambridge University Press, 2003. 
 
 
Week 11 Ethics, Security and Terrorism after 9/11 
November 21 
 
Tim Dunne and Nick Wheeler, 2004, ‘We the Peoples’:  Contending Discourses of 
Security in Human Rights Theory and Practice’, International Relations, 18(1):9-23. 
 
Heidi Hudson, ‘Doing’ Security as Thought Humans Matter:  A Feminist Perspective on 
Gender and the Politics of Human Security.  Security Dialogue, 36(2):155-174, 2005. 
 
United States State of the Union Address, January, 2002.  Available at:  
http://www.whitehouse.gove/news/releases/2002/01/2002012911.html
 
Douglas Klusmeyer and Asti Suhrke, ‘Comprehending “Evil”:  Challenges for Law and 
Policy,  Ethics and International Affairs, 16(1), 2002. 
 
Michael Freeman, ‘Order, Rights and Threats:  Terrorism and Global Justice’, in Richard 
Ashby Wilson, ed., Human Rights in the ‘War on Terror’.  Cambridge:  Cambridge 
University Press, 2005. 

 
Week 12 Conclusion 
Nov 28 
 
No readings; Student essay presentations 
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Academic Accommodations 
 
For Students with Disabilities: Students with disabilities requiring academic accommodations in 
this course are encouraged to contact the Paul Menton Centre (PMC) for Students with 
Disabilities (500 University Centre) to complete the necessary forms. After registering with the 
PMC, make an appointment to meet with the instructor in order to discuss your needs at least 
two weeks before the first in-class test or CUTV midterm exam. This will allow for sufficient 
time to process your request. Please note the following deadlines for submitting completed forms 
to the PMC for formally scheduled exam accommodations: November 9th, 2007 for December 
examinations, and March 14th, 2008 for April examinations. 
 
For Religious Observance: Students requesting accommodation for religious observances 
should apply in writing to their instructor for alternate dates and/or means of satisfying academic 
requirements. Such requests should be made during the first two weeks of class, or as soon as 
possible after the need for accommodation is known to exist, but no later than two weeks before 
the compulsory academic event. Accommodation is to be worked out directly and on an individual 
basis between the student and the instructor(s) involved. Instructors will make accommodations 
in a way that avoids academic disadvantage to the student. Instructors and students may contact 
an Equity Services Advisor for assistance (www.carleton.ca/equity). 
 
For Pregnancy: Pregnant students requiring academic accommodations are encouraged to 
contact an Equity Advisor in Equity Services to complete a letter of accommodation. Then, make 
an appointment to discuss your needs with the instructor at least two weeks prior to the first 
academic event in which it is anticipated the accommodation will be required. 
 
Plagiarism: The Undergraduate Calendar defines plagiarism as: "to use and pass off as one's 
own idea or product, work of another without expressly giving credit to another."  The Graduate 
Calendar states that plagiarism has occurred when a student either:  (a) directly copies another's 
work without acknowledgment; or (b) closely paraphrases the equivalent of a short paragraph or 
more without acknowledgment; or (c) borrows, without acknowledgment, any ideas in a clear and 
recognizable form in such a way as to present them as the student's own thought, where such 
ideas, if they were the student's own would contribute to the merit of his or her own work.  
Instructors who suspect plagiarism are required to submit the paper and supporting 
documentation to the Departmental Chair who will refer the case to the Dean.   It is not permitted 
to hand in the same assignment to two or more courses. The Department's Style Guide is 
available at:  http://www.carleton.ca/polisci/undergrad/Essay%20Style%20Guide.html 
 
Oral Examination: At the discretion of the instructor, students may be required to pass a brief 
oral examination on research papers and essays. 
 
Submission and Return of Term Work: Papers must be handed directly to the instructor and 
will not be date-stamped in the departmental office. Late assignments may be submitted to the 
drop box in the corridor outside B640 Loeb. Assignments will be retrieved every business day at 4 
p.m., stamped with that day's date, and then distributed to the instructor.  For essays not returned 
in class please attach a stamped, self-addressed envelope if you wish to have your assignment 
returned by mail.  Please note that assignments sent via fax or email will not be accepted. Final 
exams are intended solely for the purpose of evaluation and will not be returned. 
 
Approval of final grades: Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor subject to 
the approval of the Faculty Dean. This means that grades submitted by an instructor may be 
subject to revision. No grades are final until they have been approved by the Dean. 
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Course Requirements: Students must fulfill all course requirements in order to achieve a 
passing grade.  Failure to hand in any assignment will result in a grade of F.  Failure to write the 
final exam will result in a grade of ABS. FND (Failure No Deferred) is assigned when a student's 
performance is so poor during the term that they cannot pass the course even with 100% on the 
final examination. In such cases, instructors may use this notation on the Final Grade Report to 
indicate that a student has already failed the course due to inadequate term work and should not 
be permitted access to a deferral of the examination. Deferred final exams are available ONLY if 
the student is in good standing in the course. 
 
Connect Email Accounts: The Department of Political Science strongly encourages students to 
sign up for a campus email account. Important course and University information will be 
distributed via the Connect email system. See http://connect.carleton.ca for instructions on how to 
set up your account. 
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