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Carleton University Fall 2006

Department of Political Science

PSCI 5803F

Transatlantic Security Issues

Monday 8:35 a.m. to 11:25 a.m.; Loeb C665

There is a WebCT site for this course.

Professor: Elinor Sloan 

Office: Loeb D690

Office Hours: Mondays, 1 p.m. to 3 p.m.; Thursdays, 9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.

Email: elinor_sloan@carleton.ca  (admin questions only please)

Phone: 520-2600 ext. 2782

Course objectives

To give students an understanding of: The origins and evolution of NATO; NATO as a political and

military alliance; alternative architectures for Euro-Atlantic security; NATO and European military

capabilities; differing security perspectives between the United States and its major European allies;

and, the future of the Alliance and of transatlantic relations. This is a research seminar intended to

promote independent thought and analysis of these issues.

Course Evaluation 

Grading Summary

General class participation 25%

Analysis of a specific reading 15%

Research proposal 15% (due on Monday, October 23)

Research paper 45% (due on Friday, December 8)

General Class Participation

Students are expected to attend all classes, to have prepared the readings prior to class, and to

participate actively in the class discussion. Students earn class participation marks through:

(1) thoughtful contributions to the discussion; and

(2) attendance. 

Analysis of a specific reading

Each student will be asked lead the discussion (approx. 20 minutes) on one of the assigned readings

during sessions 3 to 12, with the exception of those with a * beside them. Choices can be made in

class on September 18 . During the discussion the student should:th

(1) concisely summarize the content of the reading;

(2) identify its key argument(s); and

(3) give an assessment of these arguments.

Research Paper Proposal

A 3-page (double-spaced, 12 point font) research paper proposal is due on Monday, October 23 .rd

This proposal will form the basis of the student’s research paper, which should draw on concepts and

themes of the course. The proposal should:

(1) state the importance and relevance of the topic chosen;

(2) clearly state the proposed research question(s);

(3) clearly state the accompanying hypothesis(es); and

(4) give an indication of any preliminary findings. 

Research Paper

A 16- to 18-page (4000 to 4500 word) research paper is due Friday, December 8 .  Referencesth

should be documented as endnotes; a bibliography is not required. Page length requirements should
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be adhered to and are exclusive of endnotes. The paper should include at least 12 to 15 references, not

including websites. All references must include: author; title of article or book or report; name of

newspaper or journal if applicable; name of publisher if applicable; and, date of publication. 

The research paper should be a critical/analytical essay. It should follow the same format as the

research paper proposal, with the exception that preliminary findings will be replaced with the body

of the paper and a conclusion. In addition, the paper should answer the “so what?” question with

regards to the future. Papers will be graded on structure, originality, and how well the paper makes its

argument/proves or disproves the central hypothesis (es).

Research proposals and papers can be given to the instructor on the due date or placed in the Political

Science departmental drop box. Late research proposals and papers will be subject to a one-grade

reduction for each day it is late (for example, A- to B+). Failure to complete any portion of the course

evaluation requirements will result in an F. 

Readings: All readings are required readings. A course pack is available for purchase at Allegra Print

and Imaging (Bank and Sunnyside). In addition, one book is available for purchase from the

University bookstore, Davis S. Yost, NATO Transformed: The Alliance’s New Roles in International

Security (Washington, D.C.: United States Institute of Peace Press, 1998). Alternatively, this book is

available in the government documents section of the library.

1.   Introduction to the course (Sept 11)

 

2. The origins and evolution of NATO (Sept 18)

Kaplan, Lawrence. The Long Entanglement (Westport, CT: Praeger Publishers, 1999): Introduction to

sections II & III, and chapters 2, 6 & 8.

Yost, Davis S. NATO Transformed: The Alliance’s New Roles in International Security (Washington,

D.C.: United States Institute of Peace Press, 1999): 47-72.

3. Opening up the alliance (Sept 25) 

Baker, James A. “Russia in NATO?” Washington Quarterly 25, no. 1 (Winter 2002): 95-103.

Barany, Zoltan. “NATO’s Peaceful Advance,” Journal of Democracy 15, no.1 (January 2004): 63-75.

Binnendijk, Hans and Richard L. Kugler. “Open NATO’s Door Carefully,” Washington Quarterly 22,

no. 2 (Spring 1999). 

*Yost, Davis S. NATO Transformed: 94-130; 139-151; 158-159.

4. Crisis Management and NATO in the Balkans (Oct 2)

Carpenter, Ted Galen. “NATO’s New Strategic Concept,” in Ted Galen Carpenter, ed. NATO Enters

the 21  Century (London: Frank Cass, 2001): 7-19.st

Daalder, Ivo and Michael E. O’Hanlon. “The United States in the Balkans: There to Stay,” The

Washington Quarterly 23, no. 4 (Autumn 2000): 157-169.

Roberts, Adam. “NATO’s ‘Humanitarian War’ over Kosovo,” Survival 41, no. 3 (Autumn 1999):

102-120.

*Yost, Davis S. NATO Transformed: 189-199; 259-264.
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5. A Security and Defence Policy for Europe? (Oct 16)

Howorth, Jolyon. “Britain, France, and the European Defense Initiative,” Survival 42, no. 2 (Summer

2000): 33-51.

Menon, Anand. “From Crisis to Catharsis: ESDP After Iraq,” International Affairs 80, no.4 (2004):

631-648.

Sangiovanni, Mette Eilstrup. “Why a Common Security and Defence Policy is Bad for Europe,”

Survival 45, no. 4 (winter 2003-04): 193-204.

Wessel, Ramses A. “The State of Affairs in EU Security and Defence Policy: The Breakthrough in the

Treaty of Nice,” Journal of Conflict and Security Law  8, no. 2 (2003): 265-275, 282-283. 

6. NATO and European Military Capabilities (Oct 23)

Research paper proposal due today.

Binnendijk, Hans and Richard Kugler. “Transforming European Forces,” Survival 44, no. 3 (Autumn

2002): 117-130.

Geigerich, Bastien and William Wallace. “Not Such a Soft Power: The External Deployment of

European Forces,” Survival 46, no. 2 (Summer 2004): 163-179.

Longhurst, Kerry. “Endeavors to Restructure the Bundeswehr: The Reform of the German Armed

Forces 1990-2003,” Defense & Security Analysis 21, no. 1 (March 2005): 21-34.

Yost, David S. “The NATO Capabilities Gap and the European Union,” Survival 42, no. 4 (Winter

2000/01): 97-114.

7. Nuclear Policy and Missile Defence (Oct 30)

Kempkin, Ronja and Jocelyn Mawdsley. “France: Missile Defence à la française,” Contemporary

Security Policy 26, no. 3 (December 2005): 505-517.

Seaboyer, Anthony and Oliver Thränert. “What Missile Proliferation Means for Europe,” Survival 48,

no. 2 (Summer 2006): 85-93.

Yost, David. “The US Nuclear Posture Review and the NATO Allies,” International Affairs 80, no. 4

(July 2004): 705-729.

8. Canada and NATO/Europe (Nov 6)

Buteux, Paul. “NATO and the Evolution of Canadian Defence and Foreign Policy,” in David Dewitt

and David Leyton-Brown, eds., Canada's International Security Policy (Scarborough, ON: Prentice

Hall, 1995): 153-169.

Mérand, Frédéric. “Strategic Partners, Different Strategies: The United States and Canada in the

Transatlantic Security Community,” in Allen Sens and Stefan Gänzle. Europe Alone: European

Security and Transatlantic Relations (Palgrave, forthcoming): excerpt.

Pentland, Charles. “Odd Man In: Canada and the Transatlantic Crisis,” International Journal 59, no. 1

(Winter 2003-04: 145-166.
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9. U.S. and European security perspectives (Nov 13)

Gebhard, Paul R. S. The United States and European Security (London: IISS Adelphi Paper No. 286,

February 1994): 7-19; 66-68.

Kagan, Robert. “Power and Weakness,” Policy Review No. 113 (Spring 2002).  

Thomson, James. “U.S. Interests and the Fate of the Alliance,” Survival 45, no. 4 (Winter 2003-04):

207-219.

10. Transatlantic relations after the Iraq War (Nov 20) 

Rudolf, Peter. “The Myth of the ‘German Way’: German Foreign Policy and Transatlantic Relations,”

Survival 47, no. 1 (Spring 2005): 133-146.

Tardy, Thierry. “France and the U.S.: The Inevitable Clash?” International Journal 59, no. 1 (Winter

2003-04): 105-126.

Wallace, William. “The Collapse of British Foreign Policy,” International Affairs 82, no. 1 (January

2005): 53-68.

11. New Transatlantic Security Roles (Nov 27)

Dobbins, James. “New Directions for Transatlantic Security Cooperation,” Survival 47, no. 4 (Winter

2005/06): 39-53.

Jones, Seth. “Averting Failure in Afghanistan,” Survival 48, no. 1 (Spring 2006): 111-123.

Kopstein, Jeffrey. “The Transatlantic Divide over Democracy Promotion,” Washington Quarterly 29,

no. 2 (Spring 2006): 85-97.

*NATO Public Diplomacy Division, “Afghanistan,” NATO Briefing (January 2005): 1-8.

12. What Future for NATO? (Dec 4)

Asmus, Ronald D. “Rebuilding the Atlantic Alliance,” Foreign Affairs Vol. 82, No. 5

(September/October 2003): 20-31.

Gordon, Philip. “Bridging the Atlantic Divide,” Foreign Affairs Vol. 82, No. 1 (January/February

2003): 70-83.

Merry, E. Wayne. “Therapy’s End: Thinking Beyond NATO,” The National Interest (Winter

2003/04): 43-50.

Meyer, Steven E. “Carcass of Dead Policies: The Irrelevance of NATO,” Parameters (Winter 2003-

04): 83-96.

Academic Accommodations

For Students with Disabilities: Students with disabilities requiring academic accommodations in this

course are encouraged to contact the Paul Menton Centre (PMC) for Students with Disabilities (500

University Centre) to complete the necessary forms. After registering with the PMC, make an

appointment to meet with the instructor in order to discuss your needs at least two weeks before the

first in-class test or CUTV midterm exam . This will allow for sufficient time to process your request.
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Please note the following deadlines for submitting completed forms to the PMC for formally scheduled

exam accommodations: November 6 , 2006 for fall and fall/winter term courses, and March 9 , 2007th th

for winter term courses.

For Religious Observance: Students requesting accommodation for religious observances should

apply in writing to their instructor for alternate dates and/or means of satisfying academic

requirements. Such requests should be made during the first two weeks of class, or as soon as

possible after the need for accommodation is known to exist, but no later than two weeks before the

compulsory academic event. Accommodation is to be worked out directly and on an individual basis

between the student and the instructor(s) involved. Instructors will make accommodations in a way

that avoids academic disadvantage to the student. Instructors and students may contact an Equity

Services Advisor for assistance (www.carleton.ca/equity).

For Pregnancy: Pregnant students requiring academic accommodations are encouraged to contact

an Equity Advisor in Equity Services to complete a letter of accommodation. Then, make an

appointment to discuss your needs with the instructor at least two weeks prior to the first academic

event in which it is anticipated the accommodation will be required.

Plagiarism: The Undergraduate Calendar defines plagiarism as: "to use and pass off as one's own

idea or product, work of another without expressly giving credit to another."  The Graduate Calendar

states that plagiarism has occurred when a student either:  (a) directly copies another's work without

acknowledgment; or (b) closely paraphrases the equivalent of a short paragraph or more without

acknowledgment; or (c) borrows, without acknowledgment, any ideas in a clear and recognizable form

in such a way as to present them as the student's own thought, where such ideas, if they were the

student's own would contribute to the merit of his or her own work.  Instructors who suspect plagiarism

are required to submit the paper and supporting documentation to the Departmental Chair who will

refer the case to the Dean.   It is not permitted to hand in the same assignment to two or more

courses. The Department's Style Guide is available at: 

www.carleton.ca/polisci/undergrad/styleguide.pdf

Oral Examination: At the discretion of the instructor, students may be required to pass a brief oral

examination on research papers and essays.

Submission and Return of Term Work: Papers must be handed directly to the instructor and will not

be date-stamped in the departmental office. Late assignments may be submitted to the drop box in the

corridor outside B640 Loeb. Assignments will be retrieved every business day at 4 p.m., stamped with

that day's date, and then distributed to the instructor.  For essays not returned in class please attach a

stamped, self-addressed envelope if you wish to have your assignment returned by mail.  Please

note that assignments sent via fax or email will not be accepted. Final exams are intended solely for

the purpose of evaluation and will not be returned.

Approval of final grades: Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor subject to the

approval of the Faculty Dean. This means that grades submitted by an instructor may be subject to

revision. No grades are final until they have been approved by the Dean.

Course Requirements: Students must fulfill all course requirements in order to achieve a passing

grade.  Failure to hand in any assignment will result in a grade of F.  Failure to write the final exam will

result in a grade of ABS. FND (Failure B No Deferred) is assigned when a student's performance is so

poor during the term that they cannot pass the course even with 100% on the final examination. In

such cases, instructors may use this notation on the Final Grade Report to indicate that a student has

already failed the course due to inadequate term work and should not be permitted access to a

deferral of the examination. Deferred final exams are available ONLY if the student is in good standing

in the course.

Connect Email Accounts: The Department of Political Science strongly encourages students to sign

up for a campus email account. Important course and University information will be distributed via the

Connect email system. See http://connect.carleton.ca for instructions on how to set up your account.
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