
Carleton University 
Department of Political Studies        Winter 2014  
  

FYSM 1611 B 
Social Media & Politics 

Seminar: Mondays & Wednesdays  10:05-11:25am 
Class Facebook: Socially Scientific - Class Twitter: @sociallysci 

www.gosoapbox.com Event: Social Media 
Please confirm location on Carleton Central 

 
Instructor: Dr. Tamara Kotar  
Office: B646 ext.1598( no voicemail) 
E-mail: tamara.kotar@carleton.ca /tkotar@uottawa.ca or Facebook – Socially 
Scientific, Twitter - @sociallysci 
Office hours: Wednesday 11:30-1:30 (email to schedule an appointment) 
 
Course description:  
 
This course encourages students to analyze the political and power 
relations of social media. Students are encouraged to contemplate the 
relationship between social media and political theory. We will examine 
how governments, political elites, transnational civil societies, activists and 
individuals use social media. We will explore how social media alters and 
accelerates political change, political organization and group formation. 
 
Course Goals and Expectations 

• Students should gain an understanding of social media theories.  
• Students should gain the ability to critically evaluate specific aspects 

of social media and politics 
 
Required Texts 
Required books are on reserve at the library. Required books are also 
available for purchase at the bookstore. 
Required readings are available via E-journals 
 
 
COURSE EVALUATION 
(Due) Date  Assignment  Length  Share of 

Term Mark  
Note  

Participation 
 
 
 
 
 

Participation Notes & 
Posts 
 
 
 
 

Consult page 
4 of the 
syllabus for 
details 
 
 
 

25% 
(Each 
assignment 
is worth  
6.25%) 

Jan 28th 
Feb. 25th 
March 4th  
March 11th 
 

http://www.gosoapbox.com/
mailto:tamara.kotar@carleton.ca


Term Paper #1  
Book/Film Review or  
Paper 
Feb. 12th  
 
 

-Paper 
-Presentation 
 

8-10 pages 
8 slides 

25% Paper: 
20% 
Presentation 
5% 
 

Outline for Paper #2 
March 26th  

-Paper 
-Presentation 
Both are due on 
blackboard on the 
same date. 
However, students 
will present their 
presentations at a 
date of their 
choosing. 
 

Approx. 4-5 
pages 
double-
spaced 

10% Term Paper 
Outline 
5% 
Term Paper 
Discussion 
5% 
 

Paper #2  (Final Term Paper) 
April 7th  

Term Paper 
Facebook/Twitter 

10 pages 
double-
spaced 

40%  

 
 
*All written work is submitted via CULearn drop boxes. CULearn will not accept 
submission of work after the deadline. 
 
Facebook/ Twitter 
There is a Facebook page and a Twitter page for the course and you should 
make a habit of checking either one frequently.  
Facebook – Socially Scientific (you can also access it through searching for 
kotartamara@hotmail.com). 
Twiter - @socially sci (Socially Scientific) 
You should monitor your email, CULearn or preferred site for any last-
minute changes or updates, such as class cancellations, room changes, etc.  
*If you prefer not to join the class Facebook or twitter, a 6-page essay can be 
done in lieu of the facebook/twitter components of assignments.  
 
CULearn 
All of your written assignments are due via CULearn drop boxes. The 
syllabus and other relevant documents are also posted on CULearn. There is 
a discussion forum for the assignments and general course issues.  All 
students in the course can post messages and you are encouraged to reply to 
other students’ postings.  You should also monitor your email for any last-
minute changes or updates, such as class or office hour cancellations, room 
changes, etc.  Please ensure that you have activated and properly configured 
your email account, as a notification email will be sent there if you receive 
mail on CULearn.  
 



Soap Box 
www.gosoapbox.com 
 

• Students will join in on the Social Media event on 
www.gosoapbox.com.  

• The event code is: 
FYSM 1611 

• This page leads you to a tutorial on joining the event: 
http://goo.gl/3U6OwI 

• Students will be required to submit the questions from their 
participation notes and posts on the Social Q&A section of the 
Federalism event. 

• This page leads you to a tutorial on how to add a question to social 
Q&A 
http://goo.gl/QgnaOf 

• Students will be required to vote on the questions they thought were 
the best. We will address these questions in class. This is all done 
anonymously.  

We will experiment with this online tool during the semester.  There are a lot 
of interesting tools, like instant polling and confusion barometers. 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
Description of Course Evaluation 
 
Seminar Expectations  
Students are expected to (1) attend seminars having completed the 
assigned readings and (2) come prepared for thoughtful discussions. 
Students are kindly asked to be respectful during seminars by not 
conversing with their neighbours. Students who are conversing during 
seminars will be asked to stop and/or leave.  
 
Written Assignment Grades 
All written assignments are due in the appropriate CULearn drop box. Late 
assignments will not be accepted and they will receive a mark of 0. 
Exceptions will be considered for medical reasons or a family emergency 
(with appropriate documentation).   
 
If you would like reconsideration of an assignment or essay grade, you 
must provide a two page written explanation of why you believe the grade 
was incorrect. All requests of this type will be reconsidered, but this may 

http://www.gosoapbox.com/
http://www.gosoapbox.com/
http://goo.gl/3U6OwI
http://goo.gl/QgnaOf


mean that your grade could be lowered. No reconsiderations will be 
handled without following this procedure. Where applicable, you should 
first approach the TA who graded your assignment before coming to me.  
 
Final course grades are not negotiable and grades do not “round up.” 
Grades will be changed only if there is a calculation or other technical 
error.  
 
This matrix is used in grading your written assignments 
1. Explanation of subject: 60% of each writing 
assignment. 
 Understanding of subject. 
 Thesis statement. 
 Explanation of subject 

 

3. Structure of Paper: 10% of each writing 
assignment.  
 MLA, APA or any commonly used 

format. 
 Proper page length. 
 Proper grammar.  

2. Supporting Arguments:  30% of each writing 
assignment.  
 Supporting arguments and supporting 

argument explanation. 
 Using proper terms and vocabulary to 

defend your academic analysis and 
opinion.  

You are graded on these three components 
for each writing assignment.  

 
 
The following questions are also used to assess written assignments:   

1. Has your work met the requirements of the assignment?  
2. Is there a clear thesis statement, followed up by approximately three 

supporting arguments?  
3. Is there a description of how the arguments will unfold?  
4. Are arguments elaborated rather than rushed and stated as self-

evident?  Strong arguments are focused and develop a particular 
point.  

5. Is evidence provided to assert an essay's arguments? 
6. Does the essay critically engage with other arguments?  Strong 

essays take opposing arguments seriously, and demonstrate why 
your arguments are more appropriate.  

7. Is the essay well organized, enabling its arguments to flow?   
8. Is the research adequate and relevant?  

 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Assignments 
 
Participation Notes & Posts  



Participation Notes & Posts will serve as tools to ensue students are 
engaged with the readings and contributing to the class. You must attend 
the class for the Participation Notes & Posts to be graded. If you do not 
attend class, you will not be permitted to hand in the assignment. If you 
miss the class, even for unforeseen reasons, you may hand in a 4-page 
paper in lieu of the assignment.   
 
The assignments are due via CULearn on midnight of the night before 
class. For example, the assignment due on Jan 28th will cover the 
readings for the class on Jan. 29th .  No late assignments will be 
accepted. Please submit the assignment in the box/ submission space 
provided, do not attach the assignment.  The submission spaces will 
be entitled #1 Participation, #2 Participation etc… 
 
Format for each Participation Notes & Posts Assignment 
is the following 
 
1. Provide a brief reaction to one of the required or recommended readings 
for the class.  As part of this using your own words, tell me the main point 
(thesis) of the reading. Describe an idea or issue developed in the reading 
that intrigues you and that you would like to discuss further in class.  
8-20 sentences 
 
2. Post one media item (article, radio or video clip) that relates to issues 
discussed during this class. You should post to the class Twitter - 
@sociallysci or Facebook – Socially Scientific. The idea is that you share 
resources that you have found to be useful in your explorations of the 
topics discussed in class. Write one sentence (or two) in your post to 
describe/explain an interesting point or thesis from the item you posted.  
Ensure that your posts are not offensive or explicit, but rather that they 
contribute to respectful and engaging collegial dialogue.  
**Do not post your entire assignment onto facebook.** 
2-6 sentences 
 
3. Create 2 questions relating to the theme/topic of the class or the 
readings (required or recommended). Be prepared to discuss your 
questions in class. Post these questions on www.gosaopbox.com. For 
instructions, please see page 3 of the syllabus. 
3-9 sentences 
 
 
4. Compile all of the components (sentences) of this assignment (from 

http://www.gosaopbox.com/


component 1-3) and post in the appropriate Blackboard drop box at 
11:59pm the night before the class. The submission spaces will be 
entitled Participation #1, Participation #2 etc… 
 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Term Paper #1  
Book/Film Review or Paper 
Paper & Presentation  
 
Term Paper #1 will be 10 - pages long, double-spaced.  In the first class 
students will sign up for a class date to present their paper. Students will 
have a choice of one of the following two assignments. Regardless of 
which option you choose you will still create a 10-page paper and a 
presentation.  
 
Option 1 
The paper will have a unique focused thesis. Students will develop an 
original thesis on any topic they choose, as long as it relates to a deeper 
understanding of a theme covered by the course syllabus. Even though 
there will be more than one student presenting per day/week, each student 
will create and hand in individual, original research, papers. This paper is 
an opportunity to employ theories to think critically about events and/or 
aspects of democracy or democratization.  
 
Option 2 
You will choose a book or film that addresses political and theoretical 
themes in democratization. You will use the book/film as a platform for 
discussing theoretical and important issues in democratization. This is not 
a book/film review in a sense of discussing your dislike or like of the 
book/film. Rather the student will use metaphors, images and ideas found 
in the book/film and discuss how they relate to political theory and 
democratization. If a student chooses this assignment, the student is 
responsible for choosing an appropriate book/film.  
For guidance on how to write a film review: 
http://www2.athabascau.ca/services/write-site/film-review.php 
For guidance on how to write a book review: 
http://www.writing.utoronto.ca/advice/specific-types-of-writing/book-review 
 
 
1. Term Paper #1, The Paper 
 The papers should have a clear thesis statement with well-researched 



arguments that support the thesis. Students can choose any citation style 
they prefer, APA, MLA, etc. What matters is that citations are consistent 
and sources are cited properly. This includes when a student has quoted 
directly from a source and when students have referred to someone else’s 
ideas or research. A full bibliography is also necessary. At least 10 sources 
other than those on the syllabus should be cited and used. With the 
exception of reports available from reputable organizations, government 
websites, and on-line academic journals, Internet sources must be kept to 
an absolute minimum. If the research paper is not handed in via CULearn 
on the due date the student will receive an automatic mark of 0. No late 
research essays will be accepted.  
 
2. Term Paper #1 (Mid Term Paper): The Presentation  
 Students will prepare a 15-minute presentation, including a slideshow, 
for the class based on the research paper. To obtain full marks for the 
presentation each slideshow presentation should: 

1. Have an introductory slide that encapsulates/discusses the thesis 
2. Be no longer than 10 slides in total. 
3. Not have more than 140 characters (letters) per slide 
4. Include a map 
5. Include a statistical table 
6. Include a video clip of less than 3 minutes long 
7. Be a maximum of 15 minutes (or marks will start being deducted) 

 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Outline for Term Paper #2 (Final Term Paper)  
 
For his/her essay, students will create an original thesis upon which to 
build his/her essay.  
 
1. The Written Outline  
The outline should follow the format below: 

1. State the thesis in one sentence 
2. List and describe three supporting arguments (1-2 sentences each). 
3.  State anticipated conclusions (1 sentence). 
4. Create an annotated bibliography. Using at least 10 scholarly 

sources (other than the texts used in the course) students should 
describe why the chosen source is relevant to their arguments (3-4 
sentences). A minimum of 10 sources should be cited, half of the 
sources should be scholarly journal articles. With the exception of 
reports available from reputable organizations, government 



websites, and on-line academic journals, Internet sources must be 
kept to an absolute minimum.  

5. Following the instructions above, you will find that your assignment 
is approx. 4-5 pages. Grades for this assignment are assigned 
based on following the instructions rather than on page count.  

6. Facebook or Twitter 2 messages, each with a link to an article or 
online information that relates to your term paper topic and that you 
think would help promote a discussion in class. For each 
Facebook/Twitter post describe why you liked the article/piece and 
why it is relevant to your paper. Post 1-2 sentences each on the 
main ideas from the posts on Facebook or twitter. 

7. Compile all of the components (sentences) of this assignment (from 
component 1-6) and post in the appropriate CULearn drop box at 
11:59pm on the due date.  Do not post your entire assignment on 
Facebook/Twitter. Only post the 1-2 sentences for each 
Facebook/twitter post on facebook/twitter.  

2.The Outline Presentation  
Students will prepare a 2-3 minute presentation (no slides required) for the 
class based on your thesis. Part of students Term Paper Outline mark will 
be determined by a brief presentation of her/his paper topic in class on the 
due date of the assignment. This will be an informal presentation where 
students discuss their thesis with the rest of class. No need for a slide 
show or handouts.   
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Term Paper #2 (Final Term Paper) 40% of Final Grade 
 
1. The Paper: Term Paper #2 (Final Term Paper)  
This will be an original research paper of 10 double spaced pages due on 
CULearn. Students will develop the ideas expressed in the essay outline in 
essay form. The essay should have a clear thesis statement with well-
researched arguments that support the thesis. 10 scholarly sources should 
be used. A full bibliography is necessary as are appropriate footnotes. 
Students may choose any citation style they prefer. What matters is that 
citations are consistent and sources are cited properly. This includes when 
a student has quoted directly from a source and when students have 
referred to someone else’s ideas or research. If the term paper is not 
handed in on CULearn by 11:59pm on the last day of class, the due date 
the student will receive an automatic mark of 0. No late research essays 
will be accepted.  



-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Writing Style  
You should consult a referencing guide in order to properly format 
bibliographies, notes, citations, etc. I recommend either MLA or APA. 
Regardless of the style you choose, it is important that you remain consistent 
in your reference style. You can find the style manuals for these and other 
styles in the library. 
 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Schedule  
  
Introduction 
Jan. 6th  
Jan. 8th  
Introduction and theoretical groundwork 
Discussion of course structure, assignments and expectations  
 
Theory – Social Media and Society 
Jan. 13th 
Jan. 15th  
Jan. 20th  
Required 

• Nicole B. Ellison, Charles Steinfield, and Cliff Lampe, “The Benefits 
of Facebook ‘Friends’: Social Capital and College Students’ Use of 
Online Social Network Sites, Journal of Computer-Mediated 
Communication 12(4) (August 2007). 

• Williams Woolley, Anita; Christopher F. Chabris; Alex Pentland; 
Nada Hashmi; Thomas W. Malone, Evidence for a Collective 
Intelligence Factor in the Performance of Human Groups, Science 
(October 2010), 330 (6004), pg. 686-688. 

 
Recommended  

• Marin, Alexandra, and Barry Wellman, “Social Network Analysis: An 
Introduction,” Handbook of Social Network Analysis, Petter Carrington and John 
Scott, Eds, London: Sage, 2010. 

• Adorno, T, Jargon of Autenticity, Evanston, IL: Northwestern University Press, 
1973.  

• Annals of the American Academy of Political and Social Science, Vol. 625, The 
End of Television? Its Impact on the World (So Far) (Sep., 2009), pp. 164-181 

http://journals1.scholarsportal.info.proxy.bib.uottawa.ca/search-advanced.xqy?q=Anita%20Williams%20Woolley&field=AU
http://journals1.scholarsportal.info.proxy.bib.uottawa.ca/search-advanced.xqy?q=Christopher%20F.%20Chabris&field=AU
http://journals1.scholarsportal.info.proxy.bib.uottawa.ca/search-advanced.xqy?q=Alex%20Pentland&field=AU
http://journals1.scholarsportal.info.proxy.bib.uottawa.ca/search-advanced.xqy?q=Nada%20Hashmi&field=AU
http://journals1.scholarsportal.info.proxy.bib.uottawa.ca/search-advanced.xqy?q=Thomas%20W.%20Malone&field=AU
http://journals1.scholarsportal.info.proxy.bib.uottawa.ca/details.xqy?uri=/00368075/v330i6004/686_efacifitpohg.xml
http://journals1.scholarsportal.info.proxy.bib.uottawa.ca/details.xqy?uri=/00368075/v330i6004/686_efacifitpohg.xml
http://homes.chass.utoronto.ca/~wellman/publications/newbies/newbies.pdf
http://homes.chass.utoronto.ca/~wellman/publications/newbies/newbies.pdf


• Barbrook, Richard, Imaginary Futures: from Thinking Machines to the Global 
Village, London:Pluto Press, 2007. 

• Becker, Konrad and Stalder Felix (eds) Deep Search: The politics of Search 
beyond Google, Innsbruck, Studienverlag, 2009.  

• Berardi, Bifo Franco, The soul at Work From Alienation to Autonomy, Los 
Angeles CA, 2009.  

• Bruns, Axel Blogs, Wikipedia, Second Life and Beyond New York B Peter Lang, 
2008. 

• Foucault, Michel, Aesthetics, Methods and Epistemology, London Penguin Press 
1998.  

• Berritzen, Mieke and Lovink Geert, Everyone is a Designer in the age of Social 
Media, Amsterdam,  BIS Publishers 2010.  

• Lin, N. (2001). Social capital: A theory of social structure and action. 
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

 
Theory - Social Media and Politics 
Jan. 22nd 
Jan. 27th 
Jan. 29th  
Required 

• Clay Shirky, "The Political Power of Social Media": 
http://www.gpia.info/files/u1392/Shirky_Political_Poewr_of_Social_M
edia.pdf 

• Manuel Castells, "Why Networks Matter," Network Logic: Who 
Governs in an Interconnected World?, Helen McCarthy, Paul Miller, 
Paul Skidmore, eds, London: Demos, 2004, pp 221-224; 
http://www.demos.co.uk/files/File/networklogic17castells.pdf 

• Zhang Weiwu, Thomas J. Johnson, Trent Seltzer & Shannon L. 
Bichard, “The Revolution Will be Networked: The Influence of Social 
Networking Sites on Political Attitudes and Behavior, Social Science 
Computer Review,  2010.  
 

Recommended 
• Inglehart, R. (1997). Modernization and postmodernization: Cultural, economic 

and political change in 43 societies. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press. 
• Andrew Keen, “Web 2.0 Is Reminiscent of Marx,” CBS News, September 22, 

2009. http://goo.gl/W1VWt 
• Boyd, D. M., & Ellison, N. B. (2007). Social network sites: Definition, history, 

and scholarship. Journal of Computer-Mediated Communication, 13, 210–230. 
• Valenzuela, S., & Arriagada, A. (2011). Politics without citizens? Public opinion, 

television news, the president and real-world factors in Chile 2000–2005. 
International Journal of Press/Politics, 16, 357–381. 

http://www.demos.co.uk/files/File/networklogic17castells.pdf
http://www.demos.co.uk/publications/networks
http://www.demos.co.uk/publications/networks
http://www.demos.co.uk/files/File/networklogic17castells.pdf
http://www.cbsnews.com/2100-215_162-1320641.html?pageNum=2&tag=contentMain;contentBody


• Chadwick, A., & Howard, P. N. (Eds.). (2008). Routledge handbook of internet 
politics. London: Routledge. 

 
 
Civil Society - Protest 
Feb. 3rd  
Feb. 5th    
Required 

• Malcom Gladwell, “The Revolution Will Not be Tweeted,” The New 
Yorker, October 4th, 2010. http://goo.gl/gKtzU 

• Brian Solis, “ Malcom Gladwell, Your Slip is Showing, 
http://goo.gl/4N5B5 

• Sebastian Valenzuela, Unpacking the Use of Social Media for 
Protest Behavior: The Roles of Information, Opinion, Expression, 
and Activism,” American Behavioral Scientist, July 1, 2013, 57, 920-
940.  

 
Recommended 

• Sean Aday; Henry Farrell; Deen Freelon; Marc Lynch; John Sides; Michael 
Dewar, Watching From Afar: Media Consumption Patterns Around the Arab 
Spring, American Behavioral Scientist (July 2013), 57 (7), pg. 899-919. 

• Dalton, R. J., Sickle, A. v., & Weldon, S. (2009). The individual-institutional 
nexus of protest behaviour. British Journal of Political Science, 40, 51–73. 

• Sebastián Valenzuela; Arturo Arriagada; Andrés Scherman, The Social Media 
Basis of Youth Protest Behavior: The Case of Chile, Journal of Communication 
(April 2012), 62 (2), pg. 299-314. 

• Meyer, D., & Tarrow, S. (1998). The social movement society: Contentious 
politics for a new century. Lanham, MD: Rowman & Littlefield. 

• Zhuo, X., Wellman, B. & Yu, J. (2011). Egypt: The first Internet revolt? Peace 
Magazine. http://goo.gl/nOzAu 

• BBC, How Facebook Changed The World - The Arab Spring  
• Marwell, G., & Oliver, P. (1993). The critical mass in collective action: A micro-

social theory. New York, NY: Cambridge University Press. 
• Jeroen Van Laer, Peter Van Aelst, Internet and Social Movement Action 

Repertoires, Information, Communication & Society, December 2010, 13, 8, pp. 
1146-1171.  

 
Civil Society - Individuals 
Feb. 10th  
Feb. 12th  
Required 

• Pasek, J., More, E., & Romer, D. (2009). Realizing the social internet? Online 
social networking meets offline civic engagement. Journal of Information 
Technology & Politics, 6, 197–215. 

http://goo.gl/4N5B5
http://journals1.scholarsportal.info.proxy.bib.uottawa.ca/search-advanced.xqy?q=Sean%20Aday&field=AU
http://journals1.scholarsportal.info.proxy.bib.uottawa.ca/search-advanced.xqy?q=Henry%20Farrell&field=AU
http://journals1.scholarsportal.info.proxy.bib.uottawa.ca/search-advanced.xqy?q=Deen%20Freelon&field=AU
http://journals1.scholarsportal.info.proxy.bib.uottawa.ca/search-advanced.xqy?q=Marc%20Lynch&field=AU
http://journals1.scholarsportal.info.proxy.bib.uottawa.ca/search-advanced.xqy?q=John%20Sides&field=AU
http://journals1.scholarsportal.info.proxy.bib.uottawa.ca/search-advanced.xqy?q=Michael%20Dewar&field=AU
http://journals1.scholarsportal.info.proxy.bib.uottawa.ca/search-advanced.xqy?q=Michael%20Dewar&field=AU
http://journals1.scholarsportal.info.proxy.bib.uottawa.ca/details.xqy?uri=/00027642/v57i0007/899_wfamcpatas.xml
http://journals1.scholarsportal.info.proxy.bib.uottawa.ca/details.xqy?uri=/00027642/v57i0007/899_wfamcpatas.xml
http://journals1.scholarsportal.info.proxy.bib.uottawa.ca/search-advanced.xqy?q=Sebasti%C3%A1n%20Valenzuela&field=AU
http://journals1.scholarsportal.info.proxy.bib.uottawa.ca/search-advanced.xqy?q=Arturo%20Arriagada&field=AU
http://journals1.scholarsportal.info.proxy.bib.uottawa.ca/search-advanced.xqy?q=Andr%C3%A9s%20Scherman&field=AU
http://journals1.scholarsportal.info.proxy.bib.uottawa.ca/details.xqy?uri=/00219916/v62i0002/299_tsmboypbtcoc.xml
http://journals1.scholarsportal.info.proxy.bib.uottawa.ca/details.xqy?uri=/00219916/v62i0002/299_tsmboypbtcoc.xml
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lnPR90dJ3Gk


• Valenzuela, S., Kim, Y., & Gil de Zuniga, H. (2011). Social networks that matter: 
Exploring the role of political discussion for online political participation. 
International Jeffrey S. Juris, Journal of Public Opinion Research, November 29.  

 
Recommended 

• Reflections on #Occupy Everywhere: Social media, public space, and emerging 
logics of aggregation, American Ethnologist (May 2012), 39 (2), pg. 259-279 

• Gustafsson, Nils, The subtle Nature of Facebook Politics: Swedish Social 
Network Site Users and Political Participation,” New Media & Society, Nov. 1, 
2012, 14, 1111-1127.  

• Gabriele Plickert, Barry Wellman, and Rochelle Côté, “It’s Not Who You Know,  
Blokland and Savage, It’s How You Know Them: Who Exchanges What with 
Whom,” Social Capital on the Ground, Oxford: Blackwell, 2005.  

• Bugeja, M., Interpersonal divide: The search for community in a technological 
age. New York: Oxford University Press, 2004. 

• Son, J., & Lin, N., Social capital and civic action: A network-based approach. 
Social Science Research, 2008, 37, 330–349. 

 
 
Accelerating Change? - Lasting Impact? 
Feb. 24th  
Feb. 26th  
Required 

• Jody C. Baumgartner, “MyFaceTube Politics: Social Networking 
Web Sites and Political Engagement of Young Adults, Social 
Science Computer Review, Feb. 2010, Vol 28, pp 24-44.  

• Correa, T., Willard Hinsley, A., & Gil de Zuniga, H. (2010). Who 
interacts on the web?: The intersection of users’ personality and 
social media use. Computers in Human Behavior, 26, 247 – 253. 

• Pew Internet & American Life Project, Civic Engagement in the 
Digital Age, http://goo.gl/E3jhb 

 
Recommended 

• Dalton, R. J. (2008). Citizenship norms and the expansion of political 
participation. Political Studies, 56, 76–98. 

• Bakardjieva, M. (2009). Subactivism: Lifeworld and politics in the age of the 
Internet. The Information Society, 25(2), 91–104. 

• Zhang, W., & Chia, S. C. (2006). The effects of mass media use and social capital 
on civic and political participation. Communication Studies, 57, 277–297. 

• Ari-Matti Auvinen, Social Media – The New Power of Political Influence, 
Suomen Toivo Think Tank. http://goo.gl/gqijV 

• Digital Nation PBS, 2010, http://video.pbs.org/video/1402987791/ 
• Graber, D. A. (2004). Mediated politics and citizenship in the twenty-first 

century. Annual Review of Psychology, 55, 545–571. 

http://journals1.scholarsportal.info.proxy.bib.uottawa.ca/search-advanced.xqy?q=Jeffrey%20S.%20Juris&field=AU
http://journals1.scholarsportal.info.proxy.bib.uottawa.ca/details.xqy?uri=/00940496/v39i0002/259_roesmpsaeloa.xml
http://journals1.scholarsportal.info.proxy.bib.uottawa.ca/details.xqy?uri=/00940496/v39i0002/259_roesmpsaeloa.xml
http://homes.chass.utoronto.ca/~wellman/publications/reciprocity05/reciprocity3-5.pdf
http://homes.chass.utoronto.ca/~wellman/publications/reciprocity05/reciprocity3-5.pdf
http://homes.chass.utoronto.ca/~wellman/publications/reciprocity05/reciprocity3-5.pdf


• Prior, M. (2007). Post-broadcast democracy: How media choice increases 
inequality in political involvement and polarizes elections. New York: Cambridge 
University Press. 

 
 
Transnational Civil Societies – Democratic Consolidation  
March 3rd  
March 5th  
Required 

• Gil de Zuniga, H., Veenstra, A., Vraga, E., & Shah, D. (2010). Digital 
democracy: Re-imagining pathways to political participation. Journal 
of Information Technology & Politics, 7(1), 36–51. 

• Gil de Zuniga, H., & Valenzuela, S. (2011). The mediating path to a 
stronger citizenship: Online and offline networks, weak ties and civic 
engagement. Communication Research, 38(3), 397–421. 

• Manuel Castells, "Why Networks Matter," Network Logic: Who 
Governs in an Interconnected World?, Helen McCarthy, Paul Miller, 
Paul Skidmore, eds, London: Demos, 2004, pp 221-224. 

 
 
Recommended 

• Gil de Zúñiga,Homero, Social Media Use for News and Individuals' Social 
Capital, Civic Engagement and Political Participation, Journal of Computer‐
Mediated Communication (April 2012), 17 (3), pg. 319-336. 

• Kobayashi, T., Ikeda, K. i., & Miyata, K. (2006). Social capital online: Collective 
use of the Internet and reciprocity as lubricants of democracy. Information, 
Communication & Society, 9, 582–611. 

• Miyase Christensen, André Jansson and Christian Christensen (eds), Online 
Territories: Globalization, Mediated Practice and Social Space. New York: Peter 
Lang, 2011 

• Gerald Sussman (ed.), The Propaganda Society: Promotional Culture and Politics 
in Global Context, Peter Lang: New York, 2011 

• Guobin Yang, The Power of the Internet in China: Citizen Activism Online, New 
York: Columbia University Press, 2009. 

 
 
Political Elites  
March 10th  
March 12th  
Required 

• Vergeer, Maurice, Politics, elections and online campaigning: Past, 
present . . . and a peek into the future New Media & Society 
(February 2013), 15 (1), pg. 9-17. 

http://www.demos.co.uk/files/File/networklogic17castells.pdf
http://www.demos.co.uk/publications/networks
http://www.demos.co.uk/publications/networks
http://journals1.scholarsportal.info.proxy.bib.uottawa.ca/search-advanced.xqy?q=Homero%20Gil%20de%20Z%C3%BA%C3%B1iga&field=AU
http://journals1.scholarsportal.info.proxy.bib.uottawa.ca/details.xqy?uri=/10836101/v17i0003/319_smufnacceapp.xml
http://journals1.scholarsportal.info.proxy.bib.uottawa.ca/details.xqy?uri=/10836101/v17i0003/319_smufnacceapp.xml
http://journals1.scholarsportal.info.proxy.bib.uottawa.ca/search-advanced.xqy?q=Maurice%20Vergeer&field=AU
http://journals1.scholarsportal.info.proxy.bib.uottawa.ca/details.xqy?uri=/14614448/v15i0001/9_peaocpaapitf.xml
http://journals1.scholarsportal.info.proxy.bib.uottawa.ca/details.xqy?uri=/14614448/v15i0001/9_peaocpaapitf.xml


• Gustafsson, Nils, The subtle nature of Facebook politics: Swedish 
social network site users and political participation New Media & 
Society (November 2012), 14 (7), pg. 1111-1127. 

 
Recommended 

• Velasquez, Alcides, Social media and online political discussion: The effect of 
cues and informational cascades on participation in online political communities, 
New Media & Society (December 2012), 14 (8), pg. 1286-1303. 

• Strandberg, K., Social Media Revolution or Just a Case of History Repeating 
Itself? The Use of Social Media in the 2011 Finnish Parliamentary Elections,” 
New Media & Society, Jan. 15, 2013.  

• Whiteley, Paul, Is it Time to Update the Definition of Political Participation? 
Political Participation in Britain: The Decline and the Revival of Civic Culture,” 
Parliamentary Affairs, 2013.  

• Knight Foundation, “What are the Information Needs of Communities in a 
Democracy?” Johnson et. al, “U nited W e Stand? O nline Social N etw ork Sites &  
Civic Engagement”  C laire C ain M iller, “How Obama’s Internet Campaign 
Changed Politics” 

• Shirky, Clay, The Political Power of Social Media, Technology, the Public Sphere 
and Political Change, Foreign Affairs, January/February 2011.  

 
 
Governments & Security 
March 17th  
March 19th  
Required 

• Lauer, Josh, Surveillance history and the history of new media: An 
evidential paradigm 

• New Media & Society (June 2012), 14 (4), pg. 566-582 
• Bossewitch, Jonah &  Aram Sinnreich, The end of forgetting: 

Strategic agency beyond the panopticon, New Media & Society 
(March 2013), 15 (2), pg. 224-242 

• Aldrich, Richard, A Profoundly Disruptive Force’: The CIA, 
Historiography and the Perils of Globalization, Intelligence and 
National Security (April 2011), 26 (2-3), pg. 139-158. 

 
Recommended 

• Liang, Bin &  Hong Lu, Internet Development, Censorship, and Cyber Crimes in 
China 

• Journal of Contemporary Criminal Justice (February 2010), 26 (1), pg. 103-120. 
• Schuppan, Tino, E-Government in developing countries: Experiences from sub-

Saharan Africa Government Information Quarterly (January 2009), 26 (1), pg. 
118-127 

http://journals1.scholarsportal.info.proxy.bib.uottawa.ca/search-advanced.xqy?q=Nils%20Gustafsson&field=AU
http://journals1.scholarsportal.info.proxy.bib.uottawa.ca/details.xqy?uri=/14614448/v14i0007/1111_tsnofpnsuapp.xml
http://journals1.scholarsportal.info.proxy.bib.uottawa.ca/details.xqy?uri=/14614448/v14i0007/1111_tsnofpnsuapp.xml
http://journals1.scholarsportal.info.proxy.bib.uottawa.ca/search-advanced.xqy?q=Alcides%20Velasquez&field=AU
http://journals1.scholarsportal.info.proxy.bib.uottawa.ca/details.xqy?uri=/14614448/v14i0008/1286_smaopdopiopc.xml
http://journals1.scholarsportal.info.proxy.bib.uottawa.ca/details.xqy?uri=/14614448/v14i0008/1286_smaopdopiopc.xml
http://www.knightcomm.org/part-i/
http://www.knightcomm.org/part-i/
http://bits.blogs.nytimes.com/2008/11/07/how-obamas-internet-campaign-changed-politics/
http://bits.blogs.nytimes.com/2008/11/07/how-obamas-internet-campaign-changed-politics/
http://journals1.scholarsportal.info.proxy.bib.uottawa.ca/search-advanced.xqy?q=Josh%20Lauer&field=AU
http://journals1.scholarsportal.info.proxy.bib.uottawa.ca/details.xqy?uri=/14614448/v14i0004/566_shathonmaep.xml
http://journals1.scholarsportal.info.proxy.bib.uottawa.ca/details.xqy?uri=/14614448/v14i0004/566_shathonmaep.xml
http://journals1.scholarsportal.info.proxy.bib.uottawa.ca/search-advanced.xqy?q=Jonah%20Bossewitch&field=AU
http://journals1.scholarsportal.info.proxy.bib.uottawa.ca/search-advanced.xqy?q=Aram%20Sinnreich&field=AU
http://journals1.scholarsportal.info.proxy.bib.uottawa.ca/details.xqy?uri=/14614448/v15i0002/224_teofsabtp.xml
http://journals1.scholarsportal.info.proxy.bib.uottawa.ca/details.xqy?uri=/14614448/v15i0002/224_teofsabtp.xml
http://journals1.scholarsportal.info.proxy.bib.uottawa.ca/details.xqy?uri=/02684527/v26i2-3/139_pdftchatpog.xml
http://journals1.scholarsportal.info.proxy.bib.uottawa.ca/details.xqy?uri=/02684527/v26i2-3/139_pdftchatpog.xml
http://journals1.scholarsportal.info.proxy.bib.uottawa.ca/details.xqy?uri=/02684527/v26i2-3/139_pdftchatpog.xml
http://journals1.scholarsportal.info.proxy.bib.uottawa.ca/search-advanced.xqy?q=Bin%20Liang&field=AU
http://journals1.scholarsportal.info.proxy.bib.uottawa.ca/search-advanced.xqy?q=Hong%20Lu&field=AU
http://journals1.scholarsportal.info.proxy.bib.uottawa.ca/details.xqy?uri=/10439862/v26i0001/103_idcaccic.xml
http://journals1.scholarsportal.info.proxy.bib.uottawa.ca/details.xqy?uri=/10439862/v26i0001/103_idcaccic.xml
http://journals1.scholarsportal.info.proxy.bib.uottawa.ca/search-advanced.xqy?q=Tino%20Schuppan&field=AU
http://journals1.scholarsportal.info.proxy.bib.uottawa.ca/details.xqy?uri=/0740624x/v26i0001/118_eidcefsa.xml
http://journals1.scholarsportal.info.proxy.bib.uottawa.ca/details.xqy?uri=/0740624x/v26i0001/118_eidcefsa.xml


• Carlo Bertot, John & Paul T. Jaeger; Derek Hansen, The impact of polices on 
government social media usage: Issues, challenges, and recommendations, 
Government Information Quarterly (January 2012), 29 (1), pg. 30-40. 

 
 
Governments, Security & Whistleblowers 
March 24th  
March 26th  
Required 

• Paliwala, Abdul, Netizenship, security and freedom International 
Review of Law, Computers & Technology (July 2013), 27 (1-2), pg. 
104-123. 

• Birchall, Clare, Introduction to ‘Secrecy and Transparency’: The 
Politics of Opacity and Openness Theory, Culture & Society 
(December 2011), 28 (7-8), pg. 7-25. 

• Roberts, Alasdair, WikiLeaks: the illusion of transparency 
International Review of Administrative Sciences (March 2012), 78 
(1), pg. 116-133. 

 
Recommended 

• Zajácz, Rita, WikiLeaks and the problem of anonymity: A network control 
perspective, Media, Culture & Society (May 2013), 35 (4), pg. 489-505 

• Findlay, Cassie, People, records and power, What Archives can learn form 
WikiLeaks, Archives and Manuscripts, March 2013, 41, 1, 7-22.  

• De Maria, William, Whistleblowers and Organizational Protesters: Crossing 
Imaginary Borders, Current Sociology (November 2008), 56 (6), pg. 865-883 

• Van Puyvelde, Damien, Intelligence Accountability and the Role of Public 
Interest Groups in the United States, Intelligence and National Security (April 
2013), 28 (2), pg. 139-158.  

• Morrison, Aimee, An impossible future: John Perry Barlow's 'Declaration of the 
Independence of Cyberspace', New Media & Society (February 2009), 11 (1-2), 
pg. 53-71. 

• John Cassidy, “Demonizing Edward Snowden: Which Side Are You On?, The 
New Yorker, June 24th 2013. http://www.people-press.org/2013/06/17/public-
split-over-impact-of-nsa-leak-but-most-want-snowden-prosecuted/ 

 
 
Information Overload? 
March 31st  
April 2nd  
Required 

• Granovetter, M., The Strength of Weak Ties. American Journal of 
Sociology,  1973, 78(6), 1360-1380. 

http://journals1.scholarsportal.info.proxy.bib.uottawa.ca/search-advanced.xqy?q=John%20Carlo%20Bertot&field=AU
http://journals1.scholarsportal.info.proxy.bib.uottawa.ca/search-advanced.xqy?q=Paul%20T.%20Jaeger&field=AU
http://journals1.scholarsportal.info.proxy.bib.uottawa.ca/search-advanced.xqy?q=Derek%20Hansen&field=AU
http://journals1.scholarsportal.info.proxy.bib.uottawa.ca/details.xqy?uri=/0740624x/v29i0001/30_tiopogmuicar.xml
http://journals1.scholarsportal.info.proxy.bib.uottawa.ca/details.xqy?uri=/0740624x/v29i0001/30_tiopogmuicar.xml
http://journals1.scholarsportal.info.proxy.bib.uottawa.ca/search-advanced.xqy?q=Abdul%20Paliwala&field=AU
http://journals1.scholarsportal.info.proxy.bib.uottawa.ca/details.xqy?uri=/13600869/v27i1-2/104_nsaf.xml
http://journals1.scholarsportal.info.proxy.bib.uottawa.ca/search-advanced.xqy?q=Clare%20Birchall&field=AU
http://journals1.scholarsportal.info.proxy.bib.uottawa.ca/details.xqy?uri=/02632764/v28i7-8/7_itattpooao.xml
http://journals1.scholarsportal.info.proxy.bib.uottawa.ca/details.xqy?uri=/02632764/v28i7-8/7_itattpooao.xml
http://journals1.scholarsportal.info.proxy.bib.uottawa.ca/search-advanced.xqy?q=Alasdair%20Roberts&field=AU
http://journals1.scholarsportal.info.proxy.bib.uottawa.ca/details.xqy?uri=/00208523/v78i0001/116_wtiot.xml
http://journals1.scholarsportal.info.proxy.bib.uottawa.ca/search-advanced.xqy?q=Rita%20Zaj%C3%A1cz&field=AU
http://journals1.scholarsportal.info.proxy.bib.uottawa.ca/details.xqy?uri=/01634437/v35i0004/489_watpoaancp.xml
http://journals1.scholarsportal.info.proxy.bib.uottawa.ca/details.xqy?uri=/01634437/v35i0004/489_watpoaancp.xml
http://journals1.scholarsportal.info.proxy.bib.uottawa.ca/search-advanced.xqy?q=William%20De%20Maria&field=AU
http://journals1.scholarsportal.info.proxy.bib.uottawa.ca/details.xqy?uri=/00113921/v56i0006/865_waop.xml
http://journals1.scholarsportal.info.proxy.bib.uottawa.ca/details.xqy?uri=/00113921/v56i0006/865_waop.xml
http://journals1.scholarsportal.info.proxy.bib.uottawa.ca/search-advanced.xqy?q=Damien%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20Van%20Puyvelde&field=AU
http://journals1.scholarsportal.info.proxy.bib.uottawa.ca/details.xqy?uri=/02684527/v28i0002/139_iaatroigitus.xml
http://journals1.scholarsportal.info.proxy.bib.uottawa.ca/details.xqy?uri=/02684527/v28i0002/139_iaatroigitus.xml
http://journals1.scholarsportal.info.proxy.bib.uottawa.ca/search-advanced.xqy?q=Aim%C3%A9e%20Morrison&field=AU
http://journals1.scholarsportal.info.proxy.bib.uottawa.ca/details.xqy?uri=/14614448/v11i1-2/53_aifjpbotioc.xml
http://journals1.scholarsportal.info.proxy.bib.uottawa.ca/details.xqy?uri=/14614448/v11i1-2/53_aifjpbotioc.xml
http://www.jstor.org.ezproxy.gl.iit.edu/stable/2776392


• Zukin, C., Keeter, S., Andolina, M., Jenkins, K., & Delli-Carpini, M. X. 
A new engagement? Political Participation, Civic Life, and the 
Changing American Citizen, New York: Oxford University Press. 

 
Recommended 

• Putnam, R. D., Bowling alone: The collapse and revival of American community. 
New York: Simon and Schuster, 2000. 

• Boulianne, S. (2009). Does Internet use affect engagement? A meta-analysis of 
research. Political Communication, 26, 193–211. 

 
 
Social Media and the Future of Politics 
April 7th  
Required 

• John Arquilla and David Ronfeldt, “The Advent of Netwar 
(Revisited),” in Networks and Netwars: The Future of Terror, Crime, 
and Militancy, RAND corporation, 2001, (PDF). 

 
 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Academic Accommodations 
 

The Paul Menton Centre for Students with Disabilities (PMC) provides services to 
students with Learning Disabilities (LD), psychiatric/mental health disabilities, Attention 
Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD), Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD), chronic 
medical conditions, and impairments in mobility, hearing, and vision. If you have a 
disability requiring academic accommodations in this course, please contact PMC at 
613-520-6608 or pmc@carleton.ca for a formal evaluation. If you are already registered 
with the PMC, contact your PMC coordinator to send me your Letter of 
Accommodation at the beginning of the term, and no later than two weeks before the 
first in-class scheduled test or exam requiring accommodation (if applicable). After 
requesting accommodation from PMC, meet with me to ensure accommodation 
arrangements are made. Please consult the PMC website for the deadline to request 
accommodations for the formally-scheduled exam (if applicable).  

For Religious Observance: Students requesting accommodation for religious 
observances should apply in writing to their instructor for alternate dates and/or means 
of satisfying academic requirements. Such requests should be made during the first two 
weeks of class, or as soon as possible after the need for accommodation is known to 
exist, but no later than two weeks before the compulsory academic event. 
Accommodation is to be worked out directly and on an individual basis between the 
student and the instructor(s) involved. Instructors will make accommodations in a way 
that avoids academic disadvantage to the student. Instructors and students may contact 
an Equity Services Advisor for assistance (www.carleton.ca/equity). 
 

http://www.rand.org/content/dam/rand/pubs/monograph_reports/MR1382/MR1382.ch1.pdf
http://www.rand.org/content/dam/rand/pubs/monograph_reports/MR1382/MR1382.ch1.pdf
mailto:pmc@carleton.ca


For Pregnancy: Pregnant students requiring academic accommodations are 
encouraged to contact an Equity Advisor in Equity Services to complete a letter of 
accommodation. Then, make an appointment to discuss your needs with the instructor at 
least two weeks prior to the first academic event in which it is anticipated the 
accommodation will be required. 
 
Plagiarism: The University Senate defines plagiarism as “presenting, whether 
intentional or not, the ideas, expression of ideas or work of others as one’s own.”  This 
can include:   
 
• reproducing or paraphrasing portions of someone else’s published or unpublished 

material, regardless of the source, and presenting these as one’s own without proper 
citation or reference to the original source; 

• submitting a take-home examination, essay, laboratory report or other assignment 
written, in whole or in part, by someone else; 

• using ideas or direct, verbatim quotations, or paraphrased material, concepts, or ideas 
without appropriate acknowledgment in any academic assignment; 

• using another’s data or research findings; 
• failing to acknowledge sources through the use of proper citations when using 

another’s works and/or failing to use quotation marks; 
• handing in "substantially the same piece of work for academic credit more than once 

without prior written permission of the course instructor in which the submission occurs. 
 

Plagiarism is a serious offence which cannot be resolved directly with the course’s 
instructor.  The Associate Deans of the Faculty conduct a rigorous investigation, 
including an interview with the student, when an instructor suspects a piece of work has 
been plagiarized.  Penalties are not trivial. They include a mark of zero for the 
plagiarized work or a final grade of "F" for the course.  
 
Oral Examination: At the discretion of the instructor, students may be required to pass 
a brief oral examination on research papers and essays. 
 
Submission and Return of Term Work: Papers must be handed directly to the 
instructor and will not be date-stamped in the departmental office. Late assignments may 
be submitted to the drop box in the corridor outside B640 Loeb. Assignments will be 
retrieved every business day at 4 p.m., stamped with that day's date, and then 
distributed to the instructor.  For essays not returned in class please attach a stamped, 
self-addressed envelope if you wish to have your assignment returned by mail.  Please 
note that assignments sent via fax or email will not be accepted. Final exams are 
intended solely for the purpose of evaluation and will not be returned. 
 
Grading: Assignments and exams will be graded with a percentage grade. To convert 
this to a letter grade or to the university 12-point system, please refer to the following 
table. 
 
Percentage Letter grade 12-point scale Percentage Letter grade 12-point scale 
90-100 A+ 12 67-69 C+ 6 
85-89 A 11 63-66 C 5 
80-84 A- 10 60-62 C- 4 
77-79 B+ 9 57-59 D+ 3 



73-76 B 8 53-56 D 2 
70-72 B- 7 50-52 D- 1 

 
Grades:  Final grades are derived from the completion of course assignments.  Failure 
to write the final exam will result in the grade ABS.  Deferred final exams are available 
ONLY if the student is in good standing in the course. 
 
Approval of final grades: Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor 
subject to the approval of the Faculty Dean. This means that grades submitted by an 
instructor may be subject to revision. No grades are final until they have been approved 
by the Dean. 
 
Carleton E-mail Accounts: All email communication to students from the Department 
of Political Science will be via official Carleton university e-mail accounts and/or 
cuLearn.  As important course and University information is distributed this way, it is the 
student’s responsibility to monitor their Carleton and cuLearn accounts.  
 
Carleton Political Science Society: The Carleton Political Science Society (CPSS) has 
made its mission to provide a social environment for politically inclined students and 
faculty. Holding social events, debates, and panel discussions, CPSS aims to involve all 
political science students at Carleton University. Our mandate is to arrange social and 
academic activities in order to instill a sense of belonging within the Department and the 
larger University community. Members can benefit through numerous opportunities 
which will complement both academic and social life at Carleton University. To find out 
more, visit http://facebook.com/CarletonPoliticalScienceSociety or come to our office in 
Loeb D688. 
 
Official Course Outline: The course outline posted to the Political Science website is 
the official course outline.  
 

http://facebook.com/CarletonPoliticalScienceSociety

