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Carleton University      Fall/Winter 2013-2014 
Department of Political Science       
 

GPOL 1000 A 
Introduction to Global Politics 

Mondays 11:35-2:25 
Room: TBA 

 
Professor:  Fiona Robinson   Office Hours:  Monday 9:30-11:30 
Office:  Loeb C663         Friday 9:30-11:30 
Tel:  520-2600 x.3120      
E-mail:  Fiona_Robinson@carleton.ca     
  
        
Course Description and Objectives 
 
This course is designed to introduce you to the study of global politics.  GPOL 
1000 is a full-year course.  I will be the instructor for both terms, but we will 
have a number of guest speakers from the Department of Political Science 
throughout the term. 
 
While global politics has much in common with ‘international relations’, this 
course will focus on the differences between the ‘international’ and the ‘global’. 
‘Globalization’ and ‘global governance’ will be central concepts in this course.  
We will study key ideas in the study of politics – like ‘power’, ‘territoriality’ and 
‘inequality’, as well as concepts that are crucial to understanding global politics – 
such as ‘security’, ‘conflict’ and ‘neo-colonialism’.  A few of our classes will be 
devoted to a closer study of important contemporary issues, such as terrorism 
and the ‘War on Terror’, global environmental politics, and the ‘sweatshop’ 
debate.  Throughout the course we will focus on the relationship between the 
way we think, talk and write about the world on one hand, (sometimes known as 
‘theory’) and the ‘real world’ of global politics on the other (sometimes known as 
‘practice’).  While we will certainly address ‘real’ events, issues and institutions 
in global politics, we will always think critically about the ways in which these 
issues are ‘framed’ in a variety of texts and discourses.  The purpose of this is to 
help you understand the role of ‘theory’ and ‘methodology’ in academic study, 
and to provide you with the ability to think critically about key concepts 
(‘sovereignty’, ‘governance’), actors (‘the state’, ‘civil society’) and structures 
(‘gender’, ‘class’) in global politics.  By the end of the course you should have a 
good grasp of key theoretical and methodological perspectives, as well as a most 
of the important issues – such as security, political economy, and the 
environment – in global politics. 
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Course Structure 
 
Because this course is a seminar, its success relies on active participation from all 
members of the class.  Most weeks, the instructor will present a number of slides 
highlighting key ideas and themes in the readings.  Together, we will consider, 
discuss, and debate the material we have read.  Students preparing reading 
responses for a given week will begin the discussion by presenting their 
responses to the class.  The instructor will facilitate the discussion each week, 
offering clarification on the readings and highlighting key ideas and issues. 
 
Readings 
 
Most of the readings for this course can be found in the textbook: 
 
Jenny Edkins and Maja Zehfuss, editors, Global Politics:  A New Introduction.  
2nd edition. London:  Routledge, 2013. 
 
This book is hot off the press so won’t be available at the Carleton University 
Bookstore until mid-October 2013.  Any chapters that are required reading 
before this time will be provided for you electronically. 
 
All other readings for the course beyond the textbook are journal articles that are 
available on-line through the Carleton University Library Ares system.   We will 
go over how to find these articles during the first week of classes. 
 
Evaluation at a Glance 
 
Fall Term 
 
Seminar participation      (20%) 
Reading Responses/presentations    (10% x 2 = 20%) 
Mid-term Test (Nov. 4)      (10%) 
(in class, 60 minutes)    
Essay (due Dec. 2)      (20%) 
Final examination   
(during formally scheduled exam period)  (30%)  

 
Total:        (100%)   
 
Winter Term 
 
Seminar Participation     (20%) 
Reading responses/presentations   (10% x 2 – 20%) 
Mid-term Test (Feb 24)     (10%) 
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(in class, 60 minutes) 
Essay (due Mar 31 )      (20%) 
Final Examination       (30%)    
(during formally scheduled exam period) 
 
Total:        (100%) 
 
Note:  Your final grade will be calculated by taking the average of the first and 
second terms. 
 
Evaluation Explained 
 
1. Seminar Attendance and Participation (20% for each term): Attendance in 
seminars is mandatory.  Please inform the instructor ahead of time if you need to 
miss a class.  If you are sick, please provide the instructor with a doctor’s note.  If 
you do not attend classes regularly, you cannot possibly attain a decent grade 
for participation.  Students will be marked on the frequency of their 
contributions to seminar discussions, and the quality of these contributions.  
High quality contributions demonstrate that you have done the readings and 
thought critically about the readings before the seminar.  These contributions 
should engage directly and specifically with the material covered in the readings 
and/or lectures.  These can include questions on areas that are unclear or 
controversial, or comments regarding your views on particular ideas or 
arguments.  All students are expected to listen attentively others, and helping to 
create a positive and supportive atmosphere in which learning and academic 
debate can thrive.  The use of laptops/iPads/phones in class will be restricted 
to consulting electronic versions of readings or occasional consultation of the 
internet when necessary.   
 
2. Reading Responses and presentations (2 x 10% = 20% for each term):  
Students will submit two short reading responses, which will be presented to the 
class.  During the first class, we will assign dates for these responses and 
presentations. (Responses and presentations will begin in Week 3).  Reading 
responses should provide a clear statement of the main arguments of the 
readings, as well as an analysis of why they are important/what they tell us 
about the week’s topic.  Responses should include at least 2 discussion questions 
that will be posed to the class.  Reading responses should be a minimum of 3 
pages (double-spaced, 12 point font) and a maximum of 5 pages.  These 
assignments should use ONLY the readings for the given week; these readings 
should be properly cited, and listed (with full bibliographic information) at the 
end of the assignment.  Reading responses should be e-mailed to the instructor -- 
(Fiona_Robinson@carleton.ca) -- BEFORE class on the due dates.  A hard copy 
will be submitted to the instructor in class.  Students should come to class 
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prepared to present their Reading Response to class as a means of leading off 
discussion. 
 
3. Mid-term Tests (5% each) (November 4 and February 24):  All students will 
write a short (90 minutes) test on the material covered to this date.  The test will 
consist of multiple choice questions, identification of quotations, short answers, 
etc.  There will be NO make-up test.  Students who miss the test due to a 
documented medical or family emergency will have the 5% allocation added to 
the final examination. 
 
4. Essay (10% each) (due December 2 and March 31): All students will be 
required to write one essay (10-12 pages, double-spaced, 12 point font).  Students 
are required to use at least 5 (five) sources in addition to the course readings.  
These sources can be journal articles, books, or book chapters – all from 
recognized academic journals or books.  Websites do NOT count as sources. In 
ALL cases, essays must be properly documented and written using correct essay 
style and structure.  Essays must be submitted to the Instructor at the beginning 
of the class on 

Students may write their essay on any one of the essay questions below. If 
you wish to write your essay on a different topic, please send a short proposal to 
the instructor for approval no later than the eighth week of each term.  The 
proposal must include an essay QUESTION, a working argument, and a list of 3 
sources you have consulted that will be useful to you in writing your essay. 
 The essay should have an introduction which states your argument, a main 
part which develops the argument, and a conclusion which summarizes the 
analysis (and may point to its implications).  Evaluation of the paper is based on: 

(a) the logic and clarity of your argument; (b) the appropriateness and 
relevance of the cited readings (including a consistent citation style); (c) 
correct English grammar, spelling, and usage. 
 

(**A note on citations.  Please use parenthetical references in your assignment 
(Author’s surname year of publication:  page number) e.g. (Robinson 2011: 5).  
Always include a List of Works Cited/Bibliography.  For this, please follow the 
following format: 
 
Book 
Robinson, Fiona (2011) The Ethics of Care:  A Feminist Approach to Human Security.  
Philadelphia:  Temple University Press. 
 
Journal Article 
Robinson, Fiona (2003) ‘NGOs and the Advancement of Economic and Social 
Rights:  Philosophical and Practical Controversies’, International Relations, 17(1): 
79-96. 
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Chapter in a Book 
Robinson, Fiona (1998) ‘The Limits of a Rights-Based Approach to International 
Ethics’, in Tony Evans, ed., Human Rights Fifty Years On:  A Reappraisal.  
Manchester:  Manchester University Press, 58-76. 
 
Works must be cited if you a) use a direct quotation, or b) use an idea or 
argument that you put in your own words.**) 
 
Essay Questions (Fall Term) 
 

1. Does globalization necessarily entail a weakening of state sovereignty and 
a reduction in influence for the nation-state? 

2. Is the shift from ‘International Relations’ to ‘global governance’ primarily 
semantic, or does it signal a fundamental change in the nature of 
academic study of global politics? 

3. How important is territory in contemporary global politics?  Discuss with 
reference to questions of sovereignty, citizenship and/or violent conflict. 

4. Under what circumstances (if any) is armed intervention in the domestic 
affairs of another nation-state justified?  Be sure to support your answer 
with examples. 

 
Essay Questions (Winter Term) 
 

1. What does it mean to take a ‘political economy’ approach to global 
politics?  Why is this a useful framework through which to study world 
order? 

2. What are the main causes of inequality and exclusion in contemporary 
global politics?  In your essay be sure to discuss the relative significance 
of material (economic) and ideational (ideas, culture, religion) factors. 

3. What is the best perspective to use to understand the nature of 
contemporary global environmental governance?  Why? 

4. Using the idea of ‘security’, explain how and why the way we frame or 
construct and idea can have great political significance.   
 

5. Fall Term (December) and Final (April) Examinations: (15% each) (during 
Scheduled Examination Periods).  All students will write a final examination, 
which will be held during the formal examination period.  The exam will consist 
of short answers and essay questions. 
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Submission of Written Assignments  
  
Students must submit an electronic version of the reading responses (to be e-
mailed to the instructor BEFORE class on the due date) and hard copies of their 
reading responses and essays.  Students who are unable to submit their written 
assignments on time may deposit them in the Departmental “Drop Box” (a mail 
slot in the wall) located in the corridor outside of room B640 Loeb. Assignments 
are retrieved once every business day at 4 p.m., stamped with that day's date, 
and then distributed to the instructor. Assignments submitted after 4:00pm will 
be date stamped as received the next business day.  
 
Late submissions will be accepted but penalized by one third of a letter grade 
per day (not including weekends) (e.g. from A- to B+) for up to seven calendar 
days.  Written assignments will not be accepted after one week without 
consultation with the instructor. 
  
Extensions will be granted at the discretion of the course instructor and only for 
serious and documented medical reasons or for other emergency personal 
circumstances. Requests for extensions submitted after the due date will not be 
considered. It is the students’ responsibility to manage their time effectively.  
 
 
Weekly List of Lecture Topics and Readings 
 
Week 1 (Sept 9) 
Introduction 
 
Today we will go through the course outline together, carefully.  We will discuss 
the readings (and how to find them), the assignments, and the expectations.  We 
will also choose weeks for reading responses and presentations (beginning in 
Week 3). 
 
 
Week 2 (Sept 16) 
Thinking about Global Politics 
 
Jenny Edkins and Maja Zehfuss, ‘Introduction’ in Jenny Edkins and Maja 
Zehfuss, eds., Global Politics:  A New Introduction, 2nd edition.  London:  Routledge 
2013, (Chapter 1, Textbook)  
 
Veronique Pin-Fat ‘How do we begin to think about the world?’ (Chapter 2, 
Textbook) 
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Week 3 (Sept 23) 
International Relations Theory:  An Overview 
 
Peter Gellman (1988) ‘Hans Morgenthau and the Legacy of Political Realism’, 
Review of International Studies, 14(4): 247-266. 
 
‘Realism vs. cosmopolitanism’ (a debate between Barry Buzan and David Held, 
conducted by Anthony McGrew (1998) Review of International Studies, 24(3): 387-
398. 
 
Andrew Linklater (1992) ‘The Question of the Next Stage in International 
Relations Theory:  A Critical-Theoretical Point of View’, Millennium:  Journal of 
International Studies, 21(1): 77-98. 
 
 
Week 4 (Sept 30) 
The Nation-State and Globalization 
 
Jan Aart Scholte (2000) Globalization:  A Critical Introduction.  London:  Macmillan.  
Chapters 1 and 2. 
 
Linda Weiss (1999) ‘Globalization and national governance:  antinomy or 
interdependence?  Review of International Studies, 25(5): 59-88. 
 
 
Week 5 (Oct 7) 
Global Governance 
 
Dingwerth, Laus and Philipp Pattberg (2006) ‘Global Governance as a 
Perspective on World Politics’, Global Governance 12 (2): 185-203. 
 
Ramesh Thakur and Luk Van Langernhove (2006) ‘Enhancing Global 
Governance Through Regional Integration’, Global Governance, 12(3): 233-240. 
 
Craig N. Murphy (2000) ‘Global Governance:  Poorly Done and Poorly 
Understood’ International Affairs, 76(4): 789-804.   
 
 
** No class October 14th -- Thanksgiving Day, University Closed 
 
 
Week 6 (Oct 21) 
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Mid-term and Film 
 
 
** No class October 28th -- Fall Reading Week, Classes Suspended 
 
 
Week 7 (Nov 4) 
Power  
 
Jenny Edkins, ‘Why do we obey?’ (Chapter 7, Textbook) 
 
Paul Hirst (1998) ‘The eighty years’ crisis:  1919-1999 – Power’, Review of 
International Studies, 24, Special Issue: 133-148. 
 
Stephen Gill (1995) ‘Globalization, Market Civilization and Disciplinary Neo-
liberalism’, Millennium:  Journal of International Studies.  24(3): 399-423. 
 
 
Week 8 (Nov 11) 
Territoriality, Borders and Citizenship  
 
Stuart Elden, ‘Why is the world divided territorially?’ (Chapter 11, Textbook) 
 
John Gerard Ruggie (1993) ‘Territoriality and Beyond: Problematizing 
Modernity in International Relations’, International Organization, 47(1): 139-174. 
 
Roxanne Lynn Doty, ‘Why is people’s movement restricted?’ (Chapter 10, 
Textbook) 
 
 
Week 9 (Nov 18) 
Violence, Conflict and Peace 
 
Louise Amoore & Marieke de Goede, ‘What Counts as Violence?’ (Chapter 23, 
Textbook) 
 
Roland Bleiker, ‘Can we move beyond conflict?’ (Chapter 19, Textbook) 
 
Joanna Bourke, ‘Why does Politics turn to Violence?’ (Chapter 22, Textbook) 
 
 
Week 10 (Nov 25) 
Militarism and War 
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Cynthia Cockburn, ‘Gender Relations as Causal in Militarism and War’, 
International Feminist Journal of Politics, 12:2 June 2010, 139 – 157 
 
Tarak Barkawi (2009), ‘Small Wars, Big Consequences:  From Korea to Iraq’, 
Globalizations, 6(1): 127-131. 
 
Neta Crawford (2003) ‘Just War Theory and the U.S. Counterterror War’, 
Perspectives on Politics, 1(1): 5-25. 
 
 
Week 11 (Dec 2) (essays due today) 
Intervention 
 
Anne Orford, ‘How can we stop people harming others?’ (Chapter 25, Textbook) 
 
Michael Walzer (1980), ‘The Moral Standing of States:  A Response to Four 
Critics’, Philosophy and Public Affairs, 9(3): 209-229. 
 
Robert A. Pape (2012) ‘When Duty Calls:  A Pragmatic Standard of 
Humanitarian Intervention’, International Security, 37(1): 41-80. 
 
Week 12 (Dec 9) 
Summary and Exam Review 
 
 
 
Winter Term, 2014 
 
Week 1 (Jan 6) 
Globalization Revisited 
 
Richard Higgott (2000) ‘Contested Globalization:  the changing context and 
normative challenges’, Review of International Studies, 26(5) (Special Issue). 
 
 
Week 2 (Jan 13) 
Global Capitalism and Global Political Economy 
 
V. Spike Peterson, ‘How is the world organized economically?’ (Chapter 17, 
Textbook) 
 



 10 

Barry Gills (2001) ‘Re-orienting the New (International) Political Economy’, New 
Political Economy, 6(2): 233-245. 
 
Robert W. Cox (2004) ‘Beyond Empire and Terror:  Critical Reflections on the 
Political Economy of World Order’, New Political Economy, 9(3): 307-323. 
 
 
Week 3 (Jan 20) 
Financial Crises 
 
Matt Davies, ‘Is the Financial Crisis Part of Everyday Life?’ (Chapter 18, 
Texbook) 
 
Eric Helleiner (2010) ‘A Bretton Woods Moment? The 2007-2008 Crisis and the 
Future of Global Finance’ International Affairs, 86(3): 619-636.  
 
Ngaire Woods (2010)  ‘Global Governance after the Financial Crisis:  A New 
Multilateralism or the Last Gasp of the Great Powers?’  Global Policy, 1(1): 51-63. 
 
 
Week 4 (Jan 27) 
Poverty and Inequality 
 
Paul Cammack, ‘Why are some people better off than others?’ (Chapter 19, 
Textbook) 
 
Mustapha Kamal Pasha, ‘How can we end poverty?’ (Chapter 20, Textbook) 
 
Thomas Pogge (2005) ‘World Poverty and Human Rights’, Ethics and 
International Affairs. 19(1): 1-7. 
 
 
Week 5 (Feb 3) 
Global Labour Standards:  The Sweatshop Debate 
 
Iris Marion Young (2006) ‘Responsibility and Global Justice:  A Social 
Connection Model’, Social Philosophy and Policy, 23(1): 102-130. 
 
Naila Kabeer (2004) ‘Globalization, Labor Standards, and Women’s Rights:  
Dilemmas of Collective (In)action in an Interdependent World’.  Feminist 
Economics, 10(1): 3-35.  
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Sujeet Sennik (2013) ‘I designed that cheap garment. I lit that factory fire in 
Bangladesh’  The Globe and Mail, Friday, Jan. 18 2013,  
 
‘Flee Sweatshops or Stay and Change them?’, Room for Debate, The New York 
Times, May 2, 2013 
http://www.nytimes.com/roomfordebate/2013/05/02/when-does-corporate-
responsibility-mean-abandoning-ship 
 
 
Week 6 (Feb 10) 
Colonialism and Neo-Colonialism  
 
Kate Manzo, ‘Do colonialism and slavery belong to the past?’ (Chapter 15, 
Textbook) 
 
Naeem Inayatullah, ‘Why do some people think they know what is good for 
others?’ (Chapter 21, Textbook). 
 
Sankaran Krishna, ‘How does Colonialism work?’ (Chapter 16, Textbook) 
 
 
** No class February 17 – Reading Week, classes suspended 
 
 
Week 7 (Feb 24) 
Mid-term and Film 
 
 
Week 8 (Mar 3) 
Religion and ‘Culture’ in Global Politics 
 
Peter Mandaville, ‘How does religion affect politics?’ (Chapter 6, Textbook). 
 
Tony Evans (2011) ‘The Limits of Tolerance:  Islam as counter-hegemony?’, 
Review of International Studies  37: 1751-1773. 
 
Alison Jaggar (2004) ‘Saving Amina’:  Global Justice for Women and 
Intercultural Dialogue’, Ethics and International Affairs, 19(3): 55-75. 
 
 
Week 9 (Mar 10) 
Terrorism and the War on Terror 
 

http://www.nytimes.com/roomfordebate/2013/05/02/when-does-corporate-responsibility-mean-abandoning-ship
http://www.nytimes.com/roomfordebate/2013/05/02/when-does-corporate-responsibility-mean-abandoning-ship
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‘Symposium:  The Case for Critical Terrorism Studies’ (2007) European Political 
Science, 6(3): 225-267.  (Introduction (Jackson) and articles by Gunning and 
Jackson). 
 
Phillippe Le Billon and Fouad El Khatib (2004) ‘From Free Oil to ‘Freedom Oil’:  
Terrorism, War and US Geopolitics in the Persian Gulf’, Geopolitics 9(1): 109-137. 
 
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/commentary/finding-root-causes-of-
terrorism-is-the-core-of-canadian-policy/article11494674/ 
 
 
Week 10 (Mar 17) 
Security 
 
Michael Dillon, ‘What makes the world dangerous?’ (Chapter 24, Textbook) 
 
Barkawi, Tarak and Mark Laffey (2006) “The Postcolonial Moment in Security 
Studies,” Review of International Studies 32 (2): 329-352.  
 
Lloyd Axworthy (2001) ‘Human Security and Global Governance:  Putting 
People First’, Global Governance, 7: 19-23. 
 
 
Week 11 (Mar 24) 
Global Environmental Governance 
 
Simon Dalby, ‘What happens if we don’t take nature for granted?’(Chapter 3, 
Textbook) 
 
Peter Haas (2002), ‘UN Conferences and Constructivist Governance of the 
Environment’, Global Governance 8(1): 73-91.   
 
Peter Newell, (2008) ‘The Political Economy of Global Environmental 
Governance’, Review of International Studies, 34: 507-529. 
 
 
Week 12 (Mar 31) 
Global Civil Society  
 
Mary Kaldor (2003) ‘The Idea of Global Civil Society’, International Affairs, 79(3): 
583-593. 
 

http://www.theglobeandmail.com/commentary/finding-root-causes-of-terrorism-is-the-core-of-canadian-policy/article11494674/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/commentary/finding-root-causes-of-terrorism-is-the-core-of-canadian-policy/article11494674/
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John S. Dryzek (2012) ‘Global Civil Society:  The Progess of Post-Westphalian 
Politics’, Annual Review of Political Science.  15: 101-119. 
 
Jan Aart Scholte (2012) ‘A More Inclusive Global Governance?  The IMF and 
Civil Society in Africa’.  Global Governance. 18(2): 185-206. 
 
 
Week 13 (Apr 7) 
Summary and Review 
 
 
Academic Accommodations 
 
The Paul Menton Centre for Students with Disabilities (PMC) provides services 
to students with Learning Disabilities (LD), psychiatric/mental health 
disabilities, Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD), Autism Spectrum 
Disorders (ASD), chronic medical conditions, and impairments in mobility, 
hearing, and vision. If you have a disability requiring academic accommodations 
in this course, please contact PMC at 613-520-6608 or pmc@carleton.ca for a 
formal evaluation. If you are already registered with the PMC, contact your 
PMC coordinator to send me your Letter of Accommodation at the beginning of 
the term, and no later than two weeks before the first in-class scheduled test or 
exam requiring accommodation (if applicable). After requesting accommodation 
from PMC, meet with me to ensure accommodation arrangements are made. 
Please consult the PMC website for the deadline to request accommodations for 
the formally-scheduled exam (if applicable).  
For Religious Observance: Students requesting accommodation for religious 
observances should apply in writing to their instructor for alternate dates 
and/or means of satisfying academic requirements. Such requests should be 
made during the first two weeks of class, or as soon as possible after the need for 
accommodation is known to exist, but no later than two weeks before the 
compulsory academic event. Accommodation is to be worked out directly and 
on an individual basis between the student and the instructor(s) involved. 
Instructors will make accommodations in a way that avoids academic 
disadvantage to the student. Instructors and students may contact an Equity 
Services Advisor for assistance (www.carleton.ca/equity). 
 
For Pregnancy: Pregnant students requiring academic accommodations are 
encouraged to contact an Equity Advisor in Equity Services to complete a letter of 
accommodation. Then, make an appointment to discuss your needs with the 
instructor at least two weeks prior to the first academic event in which it is 
anticipated the accommodation will be required. 
 

mailto:pmc@carleton.ca
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Plagiarism: The University Senate defines plagiarism as “presenting, whether 
intentional or not, the ideas, expression of ideas or work of others as one’s own.”  
This can include:   
 
• reproducing or paraphrasing portions of someone else’s published or 

unpublished material, regardless of the source, and presenting these as one’s 
own without proper citation or reference to the original source; 

• submitting a take-home examination, essay, laboratory report or other 
assignment written, in whole or in part, by someone else; 

• using ideas or direct, verbatim quotations, or paraphrased material, concepts, 
or ideas without appropriate acknowledgment in any academic assignment; 

• using another’s data or research findings; 
• failing to acknowledge sources through the use of proper citations when using 

another’s works and/or failing to use quotation marks; 
• handing in "substantially the same piece of work for academic credit more than 

once without prior written permission of the course instructor in which the 
submission occurs. 

 
Plagiarism is a serious offence which cannot be resolved directly with the 
course’s instructor.  The Associate Deans of the Faculty conduct a rigorous 
investigation, including an interview with the student, when an instructor 
suspects a piece of work has been plagiarized.  Penalties are not trivial. They 
include a mark of zero for the plagiarized work or a final grade of "F" for the 
course.  
 
Oral Examination: At the discretion of the instructor, students may be required 
to pass a brief oral examination on research papers and essays. 
 
Submission and Return of Term Work: Papers must be handed directly to the 
instructor and will not be date-stamped in the departmental office. Late 
assignments may be submitted to the drop box in the corridor outside B640 
Loeb. Assignments will be retrieved every business day at 4 p.m., stamped with 
that day's date, and then distributed to the instructor.  For essays not returned in 
class please attach a stamped, self-addressed envelope if you wish to have your 
assignment returned by mail.  Please note that assignments sent via fax or email 
will not be accepted. Final exams are intended solely for the purpose of 
evaluation and will not be returned. 
 
Grading: Assignments and exams will be graded with a percentage grade. To 
convert this to a letter grade or to the university 12-point system, please refer to 
the following table. 
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Percentage Letter grade 12-point 
scale 

Percentage Letter grade 12-point 
scale 

90-100 A+ 12 67-69 C+ 6 
85-89 A 11 63-66 C 5 
80-84 A- 10 60-62 C- 4 
77-79 B+ 9 57-59 D+ 3 
73-76 B 8 53-56 D 2 
70-72 B- 7 50-52 D- 1 

 
Grades:  Final grades are derived from the completion of course assignments.  
Failure to write the final exam will result in the grade ABS.  Deferred final exams 
are available ONLY if the student is in good standing in the course. 
 
Approval of final grades: Standing in a course is determined by the course 
instructor subject to the approval of the Faculty Dean. This means that grades 
submitted by an instructor may be subject to revision. No grades are final until 
they have been approved by the Dean. 
 
Carleton E-mail Accounts: All email communication to students from the 
Department of Political Science will be via official Carleton university e-mail 
accounts and/or cuLearn.  As important course and University information is 
distributed this way, it is the student’s responsibility to monitor their Carleton 
and cuLearn accounts.  
 
Carleton Political Science Society: The Carleton Political Science Society (CPSS) 
has made its mission to provide a social environment for politically inclined 
students and faculty. Holding social events, debates, and panel discussions, 
CPSS aims to involve all political science students at Carleton University. Our 
mandate is to arrange social and academic activities in order to instill a sense of 
belonging within the Department and the larger University community. 
Members can benefit through numerous opportunities which will complement 
both academic and social life at Carleton University. To find out more, visit 
http://facebook.com/CarletonPoliticalScienceSociety or come to our office in 
Loeb D688. 
 
Official Course Outline: The course outline posted to the Political Science 
website is the official course outline. 
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