
Carleton University        Fall 2014 
Department of Political Science  

 
GPOL 3000A 

Themes in Global and Comparative Politics 
Wednesdays, 11:35am to 2:25 pm 

Please confirm location on Carleton Central 
 
Instructor:  Randall Germain 
Office:   Loeb D689 
Office hours:  Wednesdays 2.30-4pm 
   Fridays 10.30am-12noon 
   or by appointment 
Telephone:  (613) 520-2600 ext 8553 
Email:   randall.germain@carleton.ca 
 
First class:  10 September 2014 
Last class:  3 December 2014 
 
NOTE:   No class meeting on 24 September 2014 
 
cuLearn: 
On-line components of this course will be managed through cuLearn. You should visit 
the cuLearn site regularly to keep up-to-date with course material.  All papers are to 
be submitted via the appropriate assignment dropbox on cuLearn by 11.59pm on the 
due date.  Late penalties begin at midnight (ie 12.00am) immediately following the 
due date.  Please note that assignment due dates are Mondays (rather than 
Wednesdays, when we meet). 
 
Course aims and structure: 
The theory and practice of ‘global politics’ has evolved dramatically in the past two 
decades, from a relatively focused consideration of the interaction primarily of states 
to a much broader field, encompassing a growing range of actors and their interaction 
in and around a proliferating number of issue areas. In response to these dynamics, 
the main aim of this course is to consider the changing principles and practice of 
global politics through a critical examination of key actors and major themes.  
 
The course begins with a consideration of the factors and interests that help explain 
the role of states, international organizations and non-governmental organizations 
(NGOs) in global politics. These factors and interests are then applied to five issues 
areas that dominate the study and conduct of global politics: security, international 
political economy, development, human rights and humanitarian action, and global 
governance. Through a series of seminar discussions students consider with the range 
of factors that help explain outcomes and impasses in each of these issues areas. 
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Finally, students explore the challenge of developing a suitable response to a 
particular crisis under conditions of time and information constraints. 
 
In preparation for the internship placements (GPOL3100), this course also includes 
the introduction and development of particular professional skills relevant to the 
work of government agencies, international organizations and NGOs engaged in issues 
relating to global politics. This combined focus on actors, issues and practical skills is 
intended to enhance the student’s ability to critically engage with the evolving global 
political environment. 
 
Requirements at a glance:  
 
Individual research:  65% 
 
Assignment    Due Date    Grade % 
 
Research essay proposal   29 September 2014   5% 
Seminar presentation   Weeks 5 to 9    15% 
Peer-review of essay draft   3 November 2014   5% 
Research essay   24 November 2014   40%  
 
Professional skills:  20% 
 
Assignment    Due Date    Grade % 
 
Literature review   17 November 2014   5% 
Collaborative presentations  Weeks 10 & 11   5% 
Joint briefing note   8 December 2014   10% 
 
General Participation: 15% 
 
Please note that there are several assignments for this course due in successive weeks 
at the end of the course. Please budget your time accordingly. 
 
Late penalties: All assignments submitted after the due date will be penalized by 3% 
per day. Exceptions to this policy will only be made for academic accommodations, as 
outlined below, or for medical or personal emergencies substantiated by official 
documentation.   
 
There is no final exam for this course. Instead, students are required to actively 
engage in reading, writing and participation throughout the term through three 
elements: 
 
Individual research: The core requirement of the course requires students to 
identify and develop an independent research essay. This essay should be connected to 
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one  of the five themes examined in section two of the course (security, international 
political economy, development, human rights and humanitarian action, and global 
governance) from the perspective of one of the actors examined in section one (states; 
international organizations; or non-governmental organizations). For example, a 
student may want to develop a research essay relating to security from the 
perspective of the state, development from the perspective of an international 
organization or human rights from the perspective of an NGO. Students are to discuss 
prospective research essay ideas with the instructor during the first two weeks of the 
course.  
 
A 3 to 5 page essay proposal, including a bibliography of at least five items, is to be 
uploaded to the cuLearn dropbox by 29 September 2014. Starting on 01 October 2014, 
each student will be required to help lead a seminar examining the weekly theme as 
detailed in the course outline. Requirements of the seminar presentations will be 
discussed in more detail at the start of the course. You should choose a presentation 
related to your essay topic. 
 
Building from the proposal and the seminar presentation, students will write a 12 to 
15 page research essay. Students should develop a full draft of their essay to exchange 
with another student for peer review by 03 November 2014. Mechanics of the peer 
review process will be discussed in class. On the basis of comments from peer review, 
as well as though ongoing consultation with the instructor, students will submit their 
essay to the assignment dropbox on cuLearn by 24 November 2014. 
 
Professional Skills: As further preparation for GPOL 3100, students will also be 
expected to develop particular professional skills during the course connected to 
research, analysis and decision-making in global politics. We will discuss these skills 
during class, and you will be given an opportunity to put these skills to work as part 
of a team that provides analysis to decision-makers in a crisis situation. These skills 
include: preparing a literature review connected to a crisis situation (due 3 November 
2014); collaborating with other students to draft a joint briefing note to decision-
makers (due 8 December 2014); and presenting options for decision-makers to consider 
under conditions of time and information constraint (Weeks 10 & 11).  
 
Oral Participation: 15% of the final grade is for general seminar participation.  
Please note that students are expected not only to attend class meetings, but engage 
in class discussion. Active participation by all members will be expected. Students are 
also expected to follow international news and participate in class discussion of 
significant events. To facilitate this discussion, students may wish to subscribe to the 
daily news updates from the BBC (http://news.bbc.co.uk), Al-Jazeera English 
(http://www.aljazeera.com/) or a similar news service.  
 
 
 
 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/
http://www.aljazeera.com/
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Readings: 
There is no required text for this course. Instead, required readings will be posted as 
files on cuLearn or will be available through the Carleton University Library system. 
On-line journals and e-books may be accessed through the Carleton Library portal.  
  
Students should note that there are a limited number of required readings each week. 
Students are consequently expected to have read the required readings in detail and 
be prepared to discuss these readings in class.  
 
Course outline: 
The scheduling of topics and readings may change during the course of the term. 
Please consult cuLearn regularly for updates to this list of weekly topics and readings, 
in addition to information about the course. 
 
Week 1  
 
10 September 2014: Introduction: course objectives and assessment 
   Discussion:  change and continuity in global politics 
 
Caroline Kennedy-Pipe and Nicholas Rengger, “Apocalypse now? Continuities or  
 disjunctions in world politics after 9/11”, International Affairs, vol. 82, no. 3 
 (2006): 539-552. 
 
Week 2  
17 September 2014: The state and global politics 
 
Skills session:   Essay proposal 
Internship workshop: CVs and cover letters 
 
John G. Ikenberry, “The Future of the Liberal World Order”, Foreign Affairs, Vol. 
 90, no. 3 (May/June 2011). 
 
Bruce Gilley, “Middle Powers During Great Power Transitions:  China’s rise and the  
 future of Canada-US relations”, International Journal, Vol. 66, no. 2 (2011):  
 245-266. 
 
No class meeting on 24 September 2014 
 
** Research essay proposal due Monday 29 September 2014 ** 
 
Week 3   
01 October 2014: International organizations and global politics 
 
Skills session:    Seminar presentations 
Internship workshop: Approaching host organizations   
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Michael Barnett and Martha Finnemore, “The Politics, Power and Pathologies of  
 International Organizations”, International Organization, Vol. 53, no. 4 (1999). 
 
Alexander Betts, "Regime Complexity and International Organizations: UNHCR as a 

Challenged Institution," Global Governance, Vol. 19, no. 1 (2013): 69-81. 
 
Week 4    
8 October 2014:  Non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and global politics 
 
Skills session:   Literature review 
Internship workshop: Finding an internship supervisor 
 
Kim D. Reimann, “A View from the Top: International Politics, Norms and the  
 Worldwide Growth of NGOs”, International Studies Quarterly, Vol. 50, no. 1 
 (2006). 
 
Michele Betsill and Elisabeth Corell, “NGO Influence in International Environmental  
 Negotiations: A Framework for Analysis”, Global Environmental Politics, Vol. 
 1, no. 4 (2001). 
 
Week 5  
15 October 2015: Security  

Student seminar presentations 
 
Barry Buzan, “Rethinking security after the Cold War”, Cooperation and Conflict,  
 Vol. 32, no. 1 (1997). 
  
Pádraig Carmody, “Transforming globalization and security: Africa and America 
 post-9/11”, Africa Today, Vol. 52, no. 1 (2005).  
 
Week 6  
22 October 2013: International political economy  

Student seminar presentations 
 
Susan Strange, “The Persistent Myth of Lost Hegemony,” International Organization,  

Vol. 41, no.4 (Autumn 1987): 551-74. 
 

Michael Mastanduno, “System Maker and Privilege Taker: US Power and the 
 International Political Economy”, World Politics, Vol. 61, no. 1, January 

 2009. 
 
No class meeting on October 29th (Reading Week) 
 
 ** Draft of research essay due to student peer 03 November 2014 **  
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Week 7  
05 November 2014: Development  

Student seminar presentations 
 
Sophie Harman and David Williams, “International Development in Transition”, 
 International Affairs, Vol. 90, no. 4 (2014): 925-41. 
 
Patrick Bond, “Global Governance Campaigning and MDGs: from top-down to  
 bottom-up anti-poverty work”, Third World Quarterly, Vol. 27, no. 2, 2006. 
 
Week 8  
12 November 2014: Human rights and humanitarian action  

Student seminar presentations 
 
Skills session:  How to write an analytical essay 
 
Heidi Nichols Haddad, "After the Norm Cascade: NGO Mission Expansion and the  
 Coalition for the International Criminal Court," Global Governance, Vol. 19, 
 no. 2 (2013): 187-206. 
 
Alex Bellamy and Paul Williams, “The new politics of protection? Côte d’Ivoire, 

Libya and the responsibility to protect”, International Affairs, Vol. 87, no. 4, 
 2011.  
 

** Literature review for joint briefing due Monday 17 November 2014 ** 
 
Week 9  
19 November 2014: Global governance: the case of the global financial system  

Student seminar presentations 
 
Skills session:  Briefing notes  
 
Ngaire Woods, “Global Governance After the Financial Crisis:  a new multilateralism  
 or the last gasp of the great powers?”, Global Policy, Vol. 1, no. 1 (2010): 51-63. 
 
Jan Aart Scholte, "A More Inclusive Global Governance? The IMF and Civil Society  
 in Africa," Global Governance, Vol. 18, no. 2 (2012): 185-206. 
 

** Research essay due Monday 24 November ** 
 
Week 10  
26 November 2014: Joint Briefing I:  what are Canada’s options to respond to the  
   Crisis in the Ukraine? 
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Alexander Lukin,"What the Kremlin is thinking: Putin's vision for Eurasia," Foreign  
 Affairs, Vol. 93, no. 4 (July-Aug 2014).  
 
Further readings to be provided by briefing team. 
 
 ** Joint briefing note due Monday 1 December 2014 ** 
 
Week 11   
3 December 2014: Joint Briefing II:  should Britain leave the EU? 
 
Matthais Matthijs, "David Cameron's dangerous game: the folly of flirting with an EU  
 Exit," Foreign Affairs, Vol. 92, no. 5 (Sept.-Oct. 2013). 
 
Further readings to be provided by briefing team. 
 
 ** Joint briefing note due Monday 8 December 2014 ** 
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Academic Accommodations 

The Paul Menton Centre for Students with Disabilities (PMC) provides services to 
students with Learning Disabilities (LD), psychiatric/mental health disabilities, Attention 
Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD), Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD), chronic 
medical conditions, and impairments in mobility, hearing, and vision. If you have a 
disability requiring academic accommodations in this course, please contact PMC at 
613-520-6608 or pmc@carleton.ca for a formal evaluation. If you are already registered 
with the PMC, contact your PMC coordinator to send me your Letter of 
Accommodation at the beginning of the term, and no later than two weeks before the 
first in-class scheduled test or exam requiring accommodation (if applicable). After 
requesting accommodation from PMC, meet with me to ensure accommodation 
arrangements are made. Please consult the PMC website for the deadline to request 
accommodations for the formally-scheduled exam (if applicable).  

For Religious Observance: Students requesting accommodation for religious 
observances should apply in writing to their instructor for alternate dates and/or means 
of satisfying academic requirements. Such requests should be made during the first two 
weeks of class, or as soon as possible after the need for accommodation is known to 
exist, but no later than two weeks before the compulsory academic event. 
Accommodation is to be worked out directly and on an individual basis between the 
student and the instructor(s) involved. Instructors will make accommodations in a way 
that avoids academic disadvantage to the student. Instructors and students may contact 
an Equity Services Advisor for assistance (www.carleton.ca/equity). 
 
For Pregnancy: Pregnant students requiring academic accommodations are 
encouraged to contact an Equity Advisor in Equity Services to complete a letter of 
accommodation. Then, make an appointment to discuss your needs with the instructor at 
least two weeks prior to the first academic event in which it is anticipated the 
accommodation will be required. 
 
Plagiarism: The University Senate defines plagiarism as “presenting, whether 
intentional or not, the ideas, expression of ideas or work of others as one’s own.”  This 
can include:   
 
• reproducing or paraphrasing portions of someone else’s published or unpublished 

material, regardless of the source, and presenting these as one’s own without proper 
citation or reference to the original source; 

• submitting a take-home examination, essay, laboratory report or other assignment 
written, in whole or in part, by someone else; 

• using ideas or direct, verbatim quotations, or paraphrased material, concepts, or ideas 
without appropriate acknowledgment in any academic assignment; 

• using another’s data or research findings; 
• failing to acknowledge sources through the use of proper citations when using 

another’s works and/or failing to use quotation marks; 
• handing in "substantially the same piece of work for academic credit more than once 

without prior written permission of the course instructor in which the submission occurs. 
 

Plagiarism is a serious offence which cannot be resolved directly with the course’s 
instructor.  The Associate Deans of the Faculty conduct a rigorous investigation, 

mailto:pmc@carleton.ca
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including an interview with the student, when an instructor suspects a piece of work has 
been plagiarized.  Penalties are not trivial. They include a mark of zero for the 
plagiarized work or a final grade of "F" for the course.  
 
Oral Examination: At the discretion of the instructor, students may be required to pass 
a brief oral examination on research papers and essays. 
 
Submission and Return of Term Work: Papers must be handed directly to the 
instructor and will not be date-stamped in the departmental office. Late assignments may 
be submitted to the drop box in the corridor outside B640 Loeb. Assignments will be 
retrieved every business day at 4 p.m., stamped with that day's date, and then 
distributed to the instructor.  For essays not returned in class please attach a stamped, 
self-addressed envelope if you wish to have your assignment returned by mail.  Please 
note that assignments sent via fax or email will not be accepted. Final exams are 
intended solely for the purpose of evaluation and will not be returned. 
 
Grading: Assignments and exams will be graded with a percentage grade. To convert 
this to a letter grade or to the university 12-point system, please refer to the following 
table. 
 
Percentage Letter grade 12-point scale Percentage Letter grade 12-point scale 
90-100 A+ 12 67-69 C+ 6 
85-89 A 11 63-66 C 5 
80-84 A- 10 60-62 C- 4 
77-79 B+ 9 57-59 D+ 3 
73-76 B 8 53-56 D 2 
70-72 B- 7 50-52 D- 1 

 
Grades:  Final grades are derived from the completion of course assignments.  Failure 
to write the final exam will result in the grade ABS.  Deferred final exams are available 
ONLY if the student is in good standing in the course. 
 
Approval of final grades: Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor 
subject to the approval of the Faculty Dean. This means that grades submitted by an 
instructor may be subject to revision. No grades are final until they have been approved 
by the Dean. 
 
Carleton E-mail Accounts: All email communication to students from the Department 
of Political Science will be via official Carleton university e-mail accounts and/or cuLearn. 
 As important course and University information is distributed this way, it is the student’s 
responsibility to monitor their Carleton and cuLearn accounts.  
 
Carleton Political Science Society: The Carleton Political Science Society (CPSS) has 
made its mission to provide a social environment for politically inclined students and 
faculty. Holding social events, debates, and panel discussions, CPSS aims to involve all 
political science students at Carleton University. Our mandate is to arrange social and 
academic activities in order to instill a sense of belonging within the Department and the 
larger University community. Members can benefit through numerous opportunities 
which will complement both academic and social life at Carleton University. To find out 
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more, visit http://facebook.com/CarletonPoliticalScienceSociety or come to our office in 
Loeb D688. 
 
Official Course Outline: The course outline posted to the Political Science website is 
the official course outline.  
 
 

http://facebook.com/CarletonPoliticalScienceSociety

