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Course Rationale and Objective: 

 

This course is organized around a cluster of questions related both chronologically and 

logically. Thus the order of the questions both informs and forms the outline of the 

course. The initial question asked is simply “what is politics?” The quest for the answer 

begins with the most fundamental thing of „politics‟, its name. The name is derived from 

the Classical Greek „polemos‟ (=πολεμος) which is the word meaning „war‟, so the 

second question will be what does „politics have to do with „war‟? The questions that 

follow are all generated in this manner. It is from these questions that the outline for this 

course is formed. Thus the outline in the form of ten questions: 

 

 

Course Requirements:  

 

Students must address each of the ten questions in order to receive a passing grade. Each 

question will be addressed by providing answers in the form of short quizzes taken in 

tutorials at the end of each question. Students must attend all tutorials and will be 

expected to participate in the discussion and do short oral presentations. It is impossible 

to pass this course without faithful attendance to lectures. Considering this, except in 

instances pertaining to illness, death, plague, pestilence, foreign invasion or civil war all 

lectures must be attended. On March 30 there will be a take-home final exam which will 

consist of an essay question(s) with built-in choice provided. Exam is due. By 4:00 on 

Wed. 31 March. Late submissions will be result in a reduction of a letter grade per day.    

 

Evaluation Schema: 

 

Each tutorial Quiz = 5% for a total of 50% 

Final take-home exam 50%  
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Required Texts: available at the Carleton Bookstore. 

 

Victor Davis Hanson, A War Like No Other: How the Athenians and the Spartans Fought 

the Peloponnesian War (New York: Random House, 2005)  

 

 Plato, “Apology” and “Crito” in Thomas G. West, Grace Starry West ed. and trans. 4 

Texts on Socrates (Ithaca: Cornell U. Press, 1984) 

 

Authors unknown, “Genesis”; authors unknown ,“Exodus”;  Isaiah 1,2,3, ,  “Isaiah”,   

Matthew, “The Gospel According to Matthew”, in The New English Bible (New York: 

Oxford U. Press, 1976) preferred text . Twenty ordered. Also may use R.S.V. or King 

James 

 

 Arelius Augustus, a.k.a. St. Augustine, The City of God; Thomas of Aquino, a.k.a. St. 

Thomas Aquinas in Course Pack,  “Excerpts from St Augustine and St. Thomas 

Aquinas”, Course Pack      

 

Niccolo Machiavelli, The Prince, Leo Paul de Alvarez, trans. (Dallas: The U. of Dallas 

Press, 1980) 

 

 Karl Marx and Friedrick Engles, “The Communist Manifesto” (Dover : Dover 

Publishing, 2000) 

 

Tom Darby, “On Spiritual Crisis, Globalization and Planetary Rule” in Faith, Reason and 

Political Life Today, Peter Lawler and Dale McConkey ( Newark: Lexington Books, 

2001)  

 

 Fareed Zakaria, The Post-American World (New York: W.W. Norton & Company, 

2008)     

 

 

THE GREAT POLITICAL QUESTIONS ARE:  

 

 

1)  What does politics have to do with War? Jan. 5-19* 

 

327- 404 B.C.E., Victor Davis Hanson, A War Like No Other: How the Athenians and 

the Spartans Fought the Peloponnesian War (New York: Random House, 2005)  

 

 

2) What does politics have to do with Philosophy? Jan. 5-19 

 

 399 B.C.E.‟   Plato, “Apology” and “Crito” in Thomas G. West, Grace Starry West ed. 

and trans. 4 Texts on Socrates (Ithaca: Cornell U. Press, 1984) 



 

 

3) What does politics have to do with Nature, with History, with Religion? Jan. 26 - 

Feb. 2   

 

2000-1500 B.C.E.,  authors unknown, “Genesis”;  1300 ca B.C.E., authors unknown  

“Exodus”;  783-539 B.C.E., Isaiah 1,2,3, ,  “Isaiah”;  90 C.E.,  Matthew, “The Gospel 

According to Matthew”, in TheNew English Bible (New York: Oxford U. Press, 1976) 

410 C.E. ,   Arelius Augustus, a.k.a. St. Augustine, The City of God; 1267 C.E. Thomas 

of Aquino, a.k.a. St. Thomas Aquinas in Course Pack,  “Excerpts from St Augustine and 

St. Thomas Aquinas”       

   

 

4) What does politics have to do with Power? Feb. 9 

 

1513 C.E., Niccolo Machiavelli, The Prince, Leo Paul de Alvarez, trans. (Dallas: The U. 

of Dallas Press, 1980) 

 

UNIVERSITY CLOSED FROM FEB 15-19 INCLUSIVE 

 

5) What does politics have to do with Freedom? Feb. 23 

 

1787 C.E., Alexander Hamilton, James Madison, John Jay, The Federalist (Photocopy of 

excerpts)  

 

6) What does Politics have to do with Revolution? Feb. 23 

 

1848 C.E., Karl Marx and Friedrick Engles, “The Communist Manifesto” (Dover : Dover 

Publishing, 2000) 

 

 

7) What does politics have to do with ideology? March 2 

 

1989 C.E., Frances Fukuyama , “ The End of History”,  Website for full text TBA. 

 

 

8) What does politics have to do with Civilization and Culture? March 2  

 

1993 C.E., Samuel P. Huntington, “The Clash of Civilizations?”   Website for full text 

TBA.  

 

 

9) What does politics have to do with Technology? March 9 

 



2001 C.E., Tom Darby, “On Spiritual Crisis, Globalization and Planetary Rule” in Faith, 

Reason and Political Life Today, Peter Lawler and Dale McConkey ( Newark: Lexington 

Books, 2001)  

 

10) What does politics have to do with the Future? March 16 

 

2008 C.E., Fareed Zakaria, The Post-American World (New York: W.W. Norton & 

Company, 2008)     

 

11) Review lecture – March 23 

 

12) Take-home exam will be handed out  – March 30      

 
* These dates are approximate. An in-tutorial quiz will follow the completion of each 
section.  
 
 
 
Academic Accommodations 
 
For students with Disabilities: Students with disabilities requiring academic accommodations in 
this course must register with the Paul Menton Centre for Students with Disabilities (500 
University Centre) for a formal evaluation of disability-related needs. Registered PMC students 
are required to contact the centre (613-520-6608) every term to ensure that the instructor 
receives your request for accommodation. After registering with the PMC, make an appointment 
to meet with the instructor in order to discuss your needs at least two weeks before the first 
assignment is due or the first in-class test/midterm requiring accommodations. If you 
require accommodation for your formally scheduled exam(s) in this course, please submit your 
request for accommodation to PMC by November 16, 2009 for December examinations and 
March 12, 2010 for April examinations. 
 
For Religious Observance: Students requesting accommodation for religious observances 
should apply in writing to their instructor for alternate dates and/or means of satisfying academic 
requirements. Such requests should be made during the first two weeks of class, or as soon as 
possible after the need for accommodation is known to exist, but no later than two weeks before 
the compulsory academic event. Accommodation is to be worked out directly and on an individual 
basis between the student and the instructor(s) involved. Instructors will make accommodations 
in a way that avoids academic disadvantage to the student. Instructors and students may contact 
an Equity Services Advisor for assistance (www.carleton.ca/equity). 
 
For Pregnancy: Pregnant students requiring academic accommodations are encouraged to 
contact an Equity Advisor in Equity Services to complete a letter of accommodation. Then, make 
an appointment to discuss your needs with the instructor at least two weeks prior to the first 
academic event in which it is anticipated the accommodation will be required. 
 
Plagiarism: The University Senate defines plagiarism as “presenting, whether intentional or not, 
the ideas, expression of ideas or work of others as one’s own.”  This can include:   
 

 reproducing or paraphrasing portions of someone else’s published or unpublished material, 
regardless of the source, and presenting these as one’s own without proper citation or reference 
to the original source; 

 submitting a take-home examination, essay, laboratory report or other assignment written, in 
whole or in part, by someone else; 



 using ideas or direct, verbatim quotations, or paraphrased material, concepts, or ideas without 
appropriate acknowledgment in any academic assignment; 

 using another’s data or research findings; 

 failing to acknowledge sources through the use of proper citations when using another’s works 
and/or failing to use quotation marks; 

 handing in "substantially the same piece of work for academic credit more than once without 
prior written permission of the course instructor in which the submission occurs. 
 

Plagiarism is a serious offence which cannot be resolved directly with the course’s instructor.  
The Associate Deans of the Faculty conduct a rigorous investigation, including an interview with 
the student, when an instructor suspects a piece of work has been plagiarized.  Penalties are not 
trivial. They include a mark of zero for the plagiarized work or a final grade of "F" for the course.  
 
Oral Examination: At the discretion of the instructor, students may be required to pass a brief 
oral examination on research papers and essays. 
 
Submission and Return of Term Work: Papers must be handed directly to the instructor and 
will not be date-stamped in the departmental office. Late assignments may be submitted to the 
drop box in the corridor outside B640 Loeb. Assignments will be retrieved every business day at 4 
p.m., stamped with that day's date, and then distributed to the instructor.  For essays not returned 
in class please attach a stamped, self-addressed envelope if you wish to have your assignment 
returned by mail.  Please note that assignments sent via fax or email will not be accepted. Final 
exams are intended solely for the purpose of evaluation and will not be returned. 
 
Approval of final grades: Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor subject to 
the approval of the Faculty Dean. This means that grades submitted by an instructor may be 
subject to revision. No grades are final until they have been approved by the Dean. 
 
Course Requirements: Failure to write the final exam will result in a grade of ABS. FND (Failure 
No Deferred) is assigned when a student's performance is so poor during the term that they 
cannot pass the course even with 100% on the final examination. In such cases, instructors may 
use this notation on the Final Grade Report to indicate that a student has already failed the 
course due to inadequate term work and should not be permitted access to a deferral of the 
examination. Deferred final exams are available ONLY if the student is in good standing in the 
course. 
 
Connect Email Accounts: All email communication to students from the Department of Political 
Science will be via Connect. Important course and University information is also distributed via 
the Connect email system. It is the student’s responsibility to monitor their Connect account.  
 
Carleton Political Science Society: The Carleton Political Science Society (CPSS) has made its 
mission to provide a social environment for politically inclined students and faculty. Holding social 
events, debates, and panel discussions, CPSS aims to involve all political science students in the 
after-hours academic life at Carleton University. Our mandate is to arrange social and academic 
activities in order to instill a sense of belonging within the Department and the larger University 
community. Members can benefit through numerous opportunities which will complement both 
academic and social life at Carleton University. To find out more, please email 
carletonpss@gmail.com, visit our website at poliscisociety.com, or come to our office in Loeb 
D688. 
 
Official Course Outline: The course outline posted to the Political Science website is the official 
course outline. 
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