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Carleton University        Winter 2012 
Department of Political Science 
 

PSCI 1001B 
Great Political Questions   

Mondays 11:35-13:25 
Please confirm location on Carleton Central 

 
Professor:  Fiona Robinson   Office Hours: Mondays 9:30-11:30 
Office:  Loeb 663         Fridays 9:30-11:30 
Tel:  520-2600 x.3120      
E-mail:  Fiona_Robinson@carleton.ca     
         
Course Description and Objectives 
 
In the twenty-first century, we all live in a ‘globalized’ world.   While the 
territorial and political borders of sovereign nation-states are still important in 
many ways, the people and countries of the world are integrated like never 
before.  Contrary to some expectations, however, greater integration has not 
brought an end to global conflict and inequality.  Indeed, the great political 
questions that have been asked for centuries – about the sources and nature of 
power and justice -- are still of great relevance today.  This course will ask some 
of these great questions about the nature of politics – such as ‘why do we 
obey?’(about authority) and ‘who do we think we are?’ (about identity).  It will 
also ask questions that our relevant to the contemporary period in which we live 
– such as ‘what can we do to help stop people harming each other?’, and ‘how 
can we end poverty?’.  In this course, ‘politics’ will be understood in a broad 
sense; we will, for example, consider the political implications of apparently 
‘economic’ questions (‘how is the world organized economically?’) and consider 
their relevance to politics.  Our focus will be global politics. This is not to suggest 
that these questions are not relevant to domestic politics (politics within the 
nation-state).  Rather, it is simply to emphasize that, at this point in history, we 
cannot neglect the global dimensions of political questions relating to justice and 
power.  
 
This course aims to help you gain a better grasp on key questions concerning the 
nature of global politics.  It also seeks to help you to think critically about those 
questions, and how we might answer them.  In the course, you will be 
introduced to some key historical and contemporary political and social theorists 
from Thomas Hobbes (17th century), to Karl Marx (19th century) to Simone de 
Beauvoir (20th century).  At times, you may find their work difficult to read.  
Don’t be discouraged!  Reading the textbook, listening carefully to lectures, and 
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asking questions in your tutorial group will help you to understand and engage 
with these works. 
 
Course Structure 
 
Each week students will attend one lecture (2 hours) and one tutorial group (1 
hour).  The lecture is with the course instructor; the tutorial group is run by a 
graduate student Teaching Assistant.   
 
Attendance at tutorial groups is mandatory.  Attendance will be taken, and 15% 
of our final grade is for your tutorial participation.  While attendance will not be 
taken at lectures, it is HIGHLY recommended that you attend.  While you are at 
the lectures, LISTEN to the lecture.   Lecture notes (power point slides) will be 
posted on WebCT.   
 
Readings 
 
All readings for this course can be found in two sources.  Both are available at 
the Carleton University Bookstore. 
 

1. Textbook:  Jenny Edkins and Maja Zehfuss, editors, Global Politics:  A New 
Introduction.  London:  Routledge, 2009. 

2. PSCI 1001b Coursepack.  Instructor:  Dr. Fiona Robinson 
 
Most weeks there will be one reading from the coursepack, and one reading 
from the textbook. Each week we will address one question from the textbook; 
we will consider that question by reading the corresponding textbook chapter, 
and one reading from a ‘key thinker’ from the coursepack.  It is essential that 
you purchase both the textbook and the coursepack, and that you keep up with 
the readings each week.  If you don’t read, you will not be able to follow the 
lecture, and you won’t be able to participate effectively in your tutorial group. 
 
Requirements and Assessment 
 
1.  Tutorial Participation (15%) 
2.  Discussion Paper (10%) (due January 23) 
3. Take home Test (20%) (due February 13) 
4.  Essay (20%) (due March 26) 
5.  Final Examination (35%) (during Scheduled Examination Period) 
 
1. Tutorial Attendance and Participation (15%): Attendance at tutorial groups is 
mandatory.  Please inform your TA ahead of time if you need to miss a class.  If 
you are sick, please provide your TA with a doctor’s note.  If you do not attend 
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classes regularly, you cannot possibly attain a decent grade for participation.  
Students will be marked on the frequency of their contributions to seminar 
discussions, and the quality of these contributions.  High quality contributions 
demonstrate that you have done the readings and thought critically about the 
readings before the seminar.  These contributions should engage directly and 
specifically with the material covered in the readings and/or lectures.  These can 
include questions on areas that are unclear or controversial, or comments 
regarding your views on particular ideas or arguments.  In discussions, students 
are expected to treat the teaching assistant and the other students with respect at 
all times.   This means listening attentively to others, and helping to create a 
positive and supportive atmosphere in which learning and academic debate can 
thrive. 
 
2. Discussion Paper (10%) (due January 23): All students will write a short 
discussion paper (3 -5 pages, double-spaced, 12 point font).  As per the ‘early 
feedback’ guidelines, papers will be returned by Monday February 6th. Students 
MAY, but are NOT REQUIRED TO, use sources outside the class readings for 
this paper.  In ALL cases, papers must be properly documented and written in 
proper essay style.  Papers must be submitted to the Instructor at the lecture on 
Monday January 23rd.   Choose ONE of the following discussion paper questions 
below:   
 
a) Compare and contrast the explanations for power and obedience offered by at 
least two of the following writers (as discussed in chapter 6 of the textbook):  
Max Weber; Thomas Hobbes and Michel Foucault.  How do their 
understandings differ, and how are they similar? Which of these explanations do 
you find most convincing, and why? 
 
OR 
 
b) Why is identity important to politics?  Choose either a single identity (gender, 
race, ethnic or national identity, or address identities using the concept of 
‘intersectionality’ (as discussed in chapter 4 of the textbook).  In your answer, be 
sure to contrast natural (biological), static and dynamic conceptions of identity.   
 
3. Take-home Test (20%) (test available on Feb 27; test DUE on March 5):  All 
students are required to complete a take-home test.  Students will have one week 
to complete the test.  Test questions will be made available to students on 
WebCT at 8:30am on the morning of February 27th.  Hard copies of your written 
answers will be due at the lecture on March 5.  The test will be comprised of 2 
essay questions.  Each question will be marked out of 10, for a total of 20 marks. 
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4. Essay (20%) (due March 26): All students will be required to write one essay 
(8-9 pages, double-spaced, 12 point font).  Students are required to use at least 5 
(five) sources in addition to the textbook.  These sources can be journal articles, 
books, or book chapters.  In ALL cases, essays must be properly documented 
and written using correct essay style and structure.  Essays must be submitted to 
the Instructor AT THE BEGINNING OF THE LECTURE on March 26th.   Choose 
ONE of the following essay questions below: 
 
a)  How can we account for global inequality?   
 
b)  Under what circumstances, if any, is humanitarian intervention justified? 
 
c)  How should we understand the relationship between ‘nation’ and ‘state’ in 
the contemporary world? 
 
d)  Is Marx’s criticism of capitalism relevant today? 
 
The paper should have an introduction which states your argument, a main part 
which develops the argument, and a conclusion which summarizes the analysis 
(and may point to its implications).  Evaluation of the paper is based on: 
(a) the logic and clarity of your argument; (b) the appropriateness and relevance 
of the cited readings (including a consistent citation style); (c) correct English 
grammar, spelling, and usage. 
 
5. Final Examination (35%) (during Scheduled Examination Period)  All 
students MUST write the final examination, which will be held during the 
formal examination period (April 11 – 24, 2012, including Saturdays).  The 
examination schedule is available online from February 17, 2012.  The 
examination will cover the entire course, and will be comprised of essay 
questions. 
 
Submission of Written Assignments  
  
Students must submit a hard copy of their discussion paper, take-home 
examination and essay. EMAIL SUBMISSIONS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED.   
Students who are unable to submit their written assignments on time may 
deposit them in the Departmental “Drop Box” (a mail slot in the wall) located in 
the corridor outside of room B640 Loeb. Assignments are retrieved once every 
business day at 4 p.m., stamped with that day's date, and then distributed to the 
instructor. Assignments submitted after 4:00pm will be date stamped as received 
the next business day.  
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Late submissions will be accepted but penalized by one third of a letter grade 
per day (e.g. from A- to B+) for up to seven calendar days. 
  
Extensions will be granted at the discretion of the course instructor and only for 
serious and documented medical reasons or for other emergency personal 
circumstances. Requests for extensions submitted after the due date will not be 
considered. It is the students’ responsibility to manage their time effectively.  
 
WebCT 
The course has a WebCT page which contains an electronic copy of the syllabus.  
The take-home test questions will be posted on WebCT on February 27.  I will be 
using WebCT email to communicate with you between classes should the need 
arise, and I will make electronic copies of any class handouts available there.  
 
Weekly List of Lecture Topics and Readings 
 
Week 1 (Jan. 9) 
Introduction to Course 
 
Jenny Edkins and Maja Zehfuss, ‘Introduction’ in Jenny Edkins and Maja 
Zehfuss, eds., Global Politics:  A New Introduction.  London:  Routledge, 2009. 
(Chapter 1, Textbook) 
 
 
Week 2 (Jan 16) 
How do we begin to think about the world? 
 
Charles Beitz, ‘Cosmopolitan Ideals and National Sentiment’ in Thomas Pogge 
and Keith Horton, eds., Global Ethics:  Seminal Essays.  St. Paul:  Paragon House, 
2008.  (In Coursepack). 
 
Veronique Pin-Fat ‘How do we begin to think about the world?’ (Chapter 2, 
Textbook) 
 
 
Week 3 (Jan 23)  (**Discussion Paper due today**) 
Why do we Obey? 
 
Michel Foucault, ‘The Means of Correct Training’ and ‘Panopticism’ in Paul 
Rabinow, ed., The Foucault Reader, New York:  Pentheon, 1984, pp. 188-213.  (In 
Coursepack). 
 
Jenny Edkins, ‘Why do we obey’? (Chapter 6, Textbook) 
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Week 4 (Jan 30)  
Who do we think we are? 
 
Simone de Beauvoir, The Second Sex, ‘Introduction’ in Carole R. McCann and 
Seung-Kyung Kim, eds., Feminist Theory Reader:  Local and Global Perspectives.  2nd 
edition.  New York:  Routledge, 2010. (In Coursepack). 
 
Annick T. R. Wibben, ‘Who do we think we are?’ (Chapter 4, Textbook) 
 
 
Week 5 (Feb 6) 
How does the nation-state work?  
 
Hobbes, Leviathan, Richard Tuck, ed., Cambridge:  Cambridge University Press, 
1991, pp. 86-100.  Chapters XIII and XIV. (In Coursepack). 
 
Michael J. Shapiro, ‘How does the nation-state work’? (Chapter 10, Textbook) 
 
 
Week 6 (Feb 13) 
What makes the world dangerous? 
 
Michael Dillon, ‘What makes the world dangerous?’ (Chapter 17, Textbook) 
 
 
**NO CLASS FEBRUARY 20 – READING WEEK** 
 
 
Week 7 (Feb 27) (**Take-home Test given today**) 
How is the world organized economically? 
 
Karl Marx, Selections from Marx, in Anthony Giddens and David Held, eds., 
Classes, Power and Conflict.  Berkeley:  University of California Press, 1982, pp. 19-
28. (In Coursepack).  
 
V. Spike Peterson, ‘How is the world organized economically?’ (Chapter 12, 
Textbook) 
 
 
Week 8 (Mar 5) (**Take-home Test due today**) 
Do colonialism and slavery belong to the past? 
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Edward Said, ‘Introduction’, Orientalism.  New York:  Vintage, 1979, pp. 1-28. (In 
Coursepack). 
 
Kate Manzo, ‘Do colonialism and slavery belong to the past?’ (Chapter 11, 
Textbook) 
 
 
Week 9 (Mar 12)  
How can we stop people harming others? 
 
Michael Walzer, ‘The Moral Standing of States:  A Response to Four Critics’ in in 
Thomas Pogge and Keith Horton, eds., Global Ethics:  Seminal Essays.  St. Paul:  
Paragon House, 2008. (In Coursepack). 
 
Anne Orford, ‘How can we stop people harming others?’ (Chapter 18, Textbook) 
 
 
Week 10 (Mar 19) 
Why are some people better off than others? 
 
Amartya Sen, ‘Equality of What?’ in Thommas Pogge and D. Moellendorf, eds., 
Global Justice:  Seminal Essays.  St. Paul:  Paragon House, pp. (In Coursepack). 
 
Paul Cammack, ‘Why are some people better off than others?’ (Chapter 13, 
Textbook) 
 
 
Week 11 
Mar 26 **Essay due today** 
How can we end poverty? 
 
Onora O’Neill, ‘Rights, Obligations and World Hunger’, in Thomas Pogge and 
Keith Horton, eds., Global Ethics:  Seminal Essays.  St. Paul:  Paragon House, 2008. 
(In Coursepack). 
 
Mustapha Kamal Pasha, ‘How can we end poverty?’ (Chapter 14, Textbook) 
 
 
Week 12 
April 2 
Conclusion and Review 
(Review lecture by Teaching Assistant; Professor Robinson will be out of the 
country at a conference). 
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‘Conclusion:  What can we do to change the world?’  (Chapter 20, Textbook) 
 
Academic Accommodations 
 
For students with Disabilities: Students with disabilities requiring academic accommodations 
in this course must register with the Paul Menton Centre for Students with Disabilities (500 
University Centre) for a formal evaluation of disability-related needs. Registered PMC students 
are required to contact the centre (613-520-6608) every term to ensure that the instructor 
receives your request for accommodation. After registering with the PMC, make an appointment 
to meet with the instructor in order to discuss your needs at least two weeks before the first 
assignment is due or the first in-class test/midterm requiring accommodations. If you 
require accommodation for your formally scheduled exam(s) in this course, please submit your 
request for accommodation to PMC by (November 11, 2011 for fall term examinations and 
March 7, 2012 for winter term examinations). 
 
For Religious Observance: Students requesting accommodation for religious observances 
should apply in writing to their instructor for alternate dates and/or means of satisfying academic 
requirements. Such requests should be made during the first two weeks of class, or as soon as 
possible after the need for accommodation is known to exist, but no later than two weeks before 
the compulsory academic event. Accommodation is to be worked out directly and on an 
individual basis between the student and the instructor(s) involved. Instructors will make 
accommodations in a way that avoids academic disadvantage to the student. Instructors and 
students may contact an Equity Services Advisor for assistance (www.carleton.ca/equity). 
 
For Pregnancy: Pregnant students requiring academic accommodations are encouraged to 
contact an Equity Advisor in Equity Services to complete a letter of accommodation. Then, make 
an appointment to discuss your needs with the instructor at least two weeks prior to the first 
academic event in which it is anticipated the accommodation will be required. 
 
Plagiarism: The University Senate defines plagiarism as “presenting, whether intentional or not, 
the ideas, expression of ideas or work of others as one’s own.”  This can include:   
 

• reproducing or paraphrasing portions of someone else’s published or unpublished material, 
regardless of the source, and presenting these as one’s own without proper citation or 
reference to the original source; 

• submitting a take-home examination, essay, laboratory report or other assignment written, in 
whole or in part, by someone else; 

• using ideas or direct, verbatim quotations, or paraphrased material, concepts, or ideas without 
appropriate acknowledgment in any academic assignment; 

• using another’s data or research findings; 
• failing to acknowledge sources through the use of proper citations when using another’s works 

and/or failing to use quotation marks; 
• handing in "substantially the same piece of work for academic credit more than once without 

prior written permission of the course instructor in which the submission occurs. 
 

Plagiarism is a serious offence which cannot be resolved directly with the course’s instructor.  
The Associate Deans of the Faculty conduct a rigorous investigation, including an interview with 
the student, when an instructor suspects a piece of work has been plagiarized.  Penalties are not 
trivial. They include a mark of zero for the plagiarized work or a final grade of "F" for the course.  
 
Oral Examination: At the discretion of the instructor, students may be required to pass a brief 
oral examination on research papers and essays. 
 
Submission and Return of Term Work: Papers must be handed directly to the instructor and 
will not be date-stamped in the departmental office. Late assignments may be submitted to the 
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drop box in the corridor outside B640 Loeb. Assignments will be retrieved every business day at 
4 p.m., stamped with that day's date, and then distributed to the instructor.  For essays not 
returned in class please attach a stamped, self-addressed envelope if you wish to have your 
assignment returned by mail.  Please note that assignments sent via fax or email will not be 
accepted. Final exams are intended solely for the purpose of evaluation and will not be returned. 
 
Grading: The following is the Carleton University grading system. 
 
Percentage Letter grade 12-point scale Percentage Letter grade 12-point scale 
90-100 A+ 12 67-69 C+ 6 
85-89 A 11 63-66 C 5 
80-84 A- 10 60-62 C- 4 
77-79 B+ 9 57-59 D+ 3 
73-76 B 8 53-56 D 2 
70-72 B- 7 50-52 D- 1 

 
Grades:  Final grades are derived from the completion of course assignments.  Failure to write 
the final exam will result in the grade ABS.  Deferred final exams are available ONLY if the 
student is in good standing in the course. 
 
Approval of final grades: Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor subject to 
the approval of the Faculty Dean. This means that grades submitted by an instructor may be 
subject to revision. No grades are final until they have been approved by the Dean. 
 
Connect Email Accounts: All email communication to students from the Department of Political 
Science will be via Connect. Important course and University information is also distributed via 
the Connect email system. It is the student’s responsibility to monitor their Connect account.  
 
Carleton Political Science Society: The Carleton Political Science Society (CPSS) has made 
its mission to provide a social environment for politically inclined students and faculty. Holding 
social events, debates, and panel discussions, CPSS aims to involve all political science 
students in the after-hours academic life at Carleton University. Our mandate is to arrange social 
and academic activities in order to instill a sense of belonging within the Department and the 
larger University community. Members can benefit through numerous opportunities which will 
complement both academic and social life at Carleton University. To find out more, please email 
carletonpss@gmail.com, visit our website at poliscisociety.com, or come to our office in Loeb 
D688. 
 
Official Course Outline: The course outline posted to the Political Science website is the official 
course outline. 
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