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Carleton University         Winter 2011 

Department of Political Science  

 

PSCI 1002P (Arts One) 

Global Political Issues: Political Violence & Human Rights 

Lectures: Thursday 12:35-14:25 

Please confirm location on Carleton Central 

 

Instructor:  Tamara Kotar 

Office:  Loeb B645 

E-mail:  kotar@connect.carleton.ca 

Office hours:  Thursday 14:30-16:30 

 

Course description:  

 

Welcome to Political Science 1002P. This class is dedicated to examining global issues of 

political violence and human rights. We will explore competing theories and arguments that lie 

at the heart of concerns for justice and peace. Special emphasis will be paid to political 

institutions that are indented to prevent political violence, along with institutions that are 

intended to rectify traumas of the past. At the same time, this course challenges students to give 

equal consideration the role of actors and institutions beyond the nation-state.  

 

A common tension at the heart of most global political dilemmas, particularly in relation to 

political violence and human rights is - the struggle between freedom and security. All societies 

struggle with how to reconcile these competing needs. We will examine how, at different times, 

utilizing different concepts and tools, different polities around the world deal with the need to 

balance freedom and security. My hope is that you find this course engaging and stimulating and 

that you successfully complete this course with a roster of theoretical and analytical tools that 

you will employ in your future endeavors.   

 

Course Goals and Expectations 

 

 Students are called upon to explore the tension between security and freedom as well as 

the tension between sovereignty and human rights 

  Students are compelled to explore how individuals, states, international organizations, 

transnational corporations and NGOs approach political violence and human rights. 

 Students are challenged to understand the foundations of political violence in theory and 

practice 

 Students are called upon to formulate their own understanding of the political motivations 

and consequences of political violence.  

 Students are compelled to create their own research plan to explore aspects of political 

violence.  

 

 

 

 



2 

 

Required Texts 

All articles listed as required readings are required for this course. All required articles are 

available electronically through the Library E-Journals service. 

 

Recommended Texts (not required reading) 

Henry J. Steiner, Philip Alston, and Ryan Goodman, International Human Rights in Context: 

Law, Politics, Morals, 3rd ed, New York: Oxford University Press, 2007.   

 

Jack Donnelly Universal Human Rights in Theory and Practice Cornell University Press; 2 

edition (November 2002) 

 

Course Evaluation 

 

Due Date  Assignment  Length  Share of 

Term 

Mark  

Note  

Ongoing  

 

 

 

Attendance and 

participation  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

20%  Attendance: 

5% 

Participation: 

15% 

Term Paper Outline and 

Discussion 

January 27
th

  

 

1. Creation of a 

term paper 

outline. 2. 

Presentation of 

your term paper 

topic in your 

discussion group. 

Approx. 5 

pages 

double-

spaced 

10% Term Paper 

Outline 

5% 

Term Paper 

Discussion 

5% 

 

Term Paper 

March 31
st
  

Term Paper Approx. 10 

pages 

double-

spaced 

30%  

Final Exam Period Final Exam  40%  

 

Evaluation, Grading Scheme 

Attendance and Participation      20% 

Term Paper Outline & Discussion     10% 

Term Paper                       30% 

Final Exam        40% 
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Discussion Groups 

All students must attend the discussion group for this class. Students' surnames will determine 

which discussion group (DG) he/she will be attending. Discussion groups will be held every 

Thursday at the following times in the following classrooms.  

 

Discussion Group Schedule 

DG 1 will be held from 11:35-12:25 

DG 2 will be held from  11:35-12:25 

DG 3 will be held from  2:35-3:25 

DG 4 will be held from  2:35-3:25 

 

Discussion groups cannot be changed.  

 

Discussion Group 1: Surnames A-D,    

11:35-12:25 Location: Paterson Hall 236 

TA: Brynne Sinclair-Waters, Email: bswaters@connect.carleton.ca 

Discussion Group 2: Surnames E-H,   

11:35-12:25 Location: Tory 431 

TA: Alexander Williams-Zannis, Email: awzannis@connect.carleton.ca 

Discussion Group 3: Surnames I-N,   

2:35-3:25 Location: Tory 219 

TA: Brynne Sinclair-Waters, Email: bswaters@connect.carleton.ca 

Discussion Group 4: Surnames O-Z,   

2:35-3:25 Location: Tory 431 

TA: Alexander Williams-Zannis, Email: awzannis@connect.carleton.ca 

 

Blackboard/WebCT 

There is a Blackboard site for the course and you should make a habit of checking it frequently.  

The syllabus and other relevant documents are posted there, and there is also a discussion forum 

for the assignments and general course issues.  All students in the course can post messages and 

you are encouraged to reply to other students‟ postings.  You should also monitor the 

Announcements tab for any last-minute changes or updates, such as class or office hour 

cancellations, room changes, etc.  Please ensure that you have activated and properly configured 

your email account, as a notification email will be sent there if you receive mail on Blackboard.  

Grades will be updated in the Grade Book once all of the grades for an assignment are 

completed.  Please wait two weeks after an assignment is handed back before enquiring about a 

mark missing from your Blackboard grade book.  Note that grades on Blackboard are provided 

by me for your convenience and are not necessarily considered final and official.  

 

Description of Course Evaluation 

 

Lecture and Discussion Group Expectations  

Students are expected to (1) attend lectures and discussion groups having completed the assigned 

readings and (2) come prepared for thoughtful discussions. Students are kindly asked to be 

respectful during lectures and discussion groups by not conversing with their neighbours. 
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Students who are conversing during lectures and discussion groups will be asked to stop and/or 

leave.  

  

Lecture and Discussion Group Participation 20% of Final Grade 

Students wishing to obtain full marks for participation in discussion groups must attend on a 

weekly basis and consistently voice their informed views on the week's topic.  Generally, an 

"informed view" is defined as the following:  

1. Familiarity with the arguments or issues raised by the week's readings.  

2. Thoughtful engagement with the arguments or issues raised in the readings.  

3. Students are especially encouraged to have a dialogue with each other, the course instructor, 

and TA.  All viewpoints are welcome so long as they are in accordance with promoting a tolerant 

academic environment.  

 

Written Assignment Grades 

All course requirements must be completed to receive a passing grade. Written assignments must 

be handed in to the instructor at the beginning of the lecture or to the TA at the beginning of the 

TA session. Assignments handed in once the lecture or session has commenced will be 

considered late. In the description of assignments below, there are instructions on where to hand 

in each specific assignment (at the lecture or TA session).  Assignments handed into the office or 

under the instructor‟s office door will be considered late. Late assignments will not be 

accepted, they will receive a mark of 0. Exceptions will be considered for medical reasons or a 

family emergency (with appropriate documentation).  

 

This matrix is used in grading your written assignments 

1. Explanation of subject: 60% of each writing 

assignment. 

Understanding of subject. 

Supporting thesis statement. 

Supporting arguments 

3. Structure of Paper: 10% of each writing 

assignment.  

MLA, APA or any commonly used 

format. 

Proper grammar and spelling. 

Proper page length.  

2. Argument Support:  30% of each writing 

assignment.  

Using proper terms and vocabulary to defend 

your academic analysis and opinion.  

You are graded on these three components 

for each writing assignment.  

 

The following questions are also used to assess written assignments:   

Has the paper addressed the question posed by the assignment?  

Is there a clear thesis statement, followed up three supporting arguments and a description of 

how the arguments will unfold?  

Are arguments elaborated rather than rushed and stated as self-evident?  Strong arguments are 

focused and develop a particular point.  

Is evidence provided to assert an essay's arguments? 

Does the essay critically engage with other arguments?  Strong essays take opposing arguments 

seriously, and demonstrate why your arguments are more appropriate.  

Is the essay well organized, enabling its arguments to flow?   

Is the research adequate and relevant?  
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Essay Outline 10% of Final Grade 

For his/her essay, students will choose one of the questions listed on page 4 of this syllabus. The 

student will use the question as a jumping off point for the essay and is expected to come up with 

an original thesis. The student will create an outline to demonstrate how s/he plans to address the 

thesis in their essay. This outline should be 4-5 pages. 

Students are expected to: 

 State the thesis in one sentence 

 List and describe three supporting arguments (1-2 sentences each). 

 State anticipated conclusions (one sentence). 

 Create an annotated bibliography. Using scholarly sources (other than the texts used in 

the course) students should describe why the chosen source is relevant to their arguments 

(3-4 sentences). A minimum of 10 sources should be cited, half of the sources should be 

scholarly journal articles. 

 Hand in the outline to your discussion group TA at the start of the discussion group. 

 Be prepared to present your essay topic and supporting arguments to your discussion 

group on the due date. Your presentation should be no longer than five minutes and you 

should be prepared to answer questions from the TA and the class. 

 

Research Essay 30% of Final Grade 

This will be an original research paper of 10 double spaced pages due in paper form. Students 

will develop the ideas expressed in the essay outline in essay form. The essay should have a clear 

thesis statement with well-researched arguments that support the thesis. A minimum of 10 

scholarly sources should be used. A full bibliography is necessary as are appropriate footnotes. 

The instructor uses the APA style, however, students can choose any style they prefer. What 

matters is that citations are consistent and sources are cited properly. This includes when a 

student has quoted directly from a source and when students have referred to someone else‟s 

ideas or research. Scholarly sources include, academic books, journal articles or textbooks. With 

the exception of reports available from reputable organizations, government websites, and on-

line academic journals, Internet sources must be kept to an absolute minimum. The term paper 

must be handed in to the professor at the start of the lecture on the day that it is due. If the term 

paper is not handed in at the start of class on the due date the student will receive an automatic 

mark of 0. No late research essays will be accepted.  

 

Essay Questions  

Below is a list of potential essay questions as a starting point for your research. You are required 

to create your own original thesis statement that answers a more focused question than the broad 

questions presented below. You are not limited to these essay questions in choosing your essay 

topic. The essay questions below are intended as a springboard for your thoughts on your more 

focused thesis question and statement. None of these questions is intended as a thesis on its own. 

 

1. Analyze the role of historical and/or international influences on political violence and/or 

human rights. 

2. Consider the role of nationalism, patriotism and ethnic identity in political violence.  

3. What political ideologies and political approaches deal most successfully with the issue 

of sovereignty vs. human rights? 
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4. Consider how regime type influences political violence and human rights. 

5. Assess the theories and institutions that have contributed to the creation and maintenance 

of an international human rights regime. 

6. Compare and contrast the relationship between individuals, the state and NGOS in a 

recent case of political violence. 

7. How are justice and the rule of law implemented in post conflict polities? 

8. How are human rights institutionalized and maintained in the aftermath of political 

violence?  

9. What are the challenges of an international human rights regime?  

 

Final exam 40% of Final Grade 

The final exam will be held during the exam period.  It will be three hours in duration.  It will be 

composed of two sections, students will be asked to answer two out of four questions in each 

section. Students will need to draw on lectures and course reading materials.  The first section 

will ask students to define and explain two words/terms in a short answer format. The second 

section will ask students to create two essays. 

 

Important Policies  

 

Grades 

All course requirements must be completed to receive a passing grade. Written assignments must 

be handed in to the instructor at the beginning of the lecture or to the TA at the beginning of 

discussion group (as indicated in the syllabus). Assignments handed in once the lecture (or 

discussion group) has commenced will be considered late. Assignments handed into the office or 

under the instructor‟s office door will be considered late. Late assignments will not be 

accepted, they will receive a mark of 0. Exceptions will be considered for medical reasons or a 

family emergency (with appropriate documentation). There will be no allowed make-up of work 

missed because of absence. Exceptions will be considered for medical reasons or a family 

emergency (with appropriate documentation). Merely having a lot of coursework to do, travel 

plans that you know about in advance or other foreseeable issues do not constitute valid reasons 

for an extension or waiver of late penalties.  You are responsible for planning your time 

accordingly.  

If you are unsatisfied with a mark given on an assignment or exam and you want the grade to be 

reconsidered, you should provide a written explanation (at least two pages) of why you think the 

grade was unfair or incorrect.  I will consider all requests of reconsideration offered in this 

manner, but keep in mind that this may also mean that your grade could be lowered from the 

original mark if I deem that it was too generous initially.  No reconsiderations will be handled 

without following this procedure.  

Final course grades are not negotiable. Unless there is a calculation or other technical error, I will 

not raise your grade based on extra credit assignments, begging, etc. A 79% does not „round up‟.  

If you are unable to collect any assignment during the term you may provide me with a self-

addressed, stamped envelope so that any uncollected work can be mailed to you.  

 

Access Service and Other Resources  

There are many resources at the university to assist your education and you are strongly advised 

to utilize these services. Students requiring accommodations or academic support because of a 
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physical or learning disability, or any condition that affects their ability to learn, are invited to 

register with Student Academic Success Centre (SASC) http://www2.carleton.ca/sasc/.  Students 

can then meet with an specialist to identify their individual needs and to discuss appropriate 

interventions.  

 

Writing Style  

You should consult a referencing guide in order to properly format bibliographies, notes, 

citations, etc. I recommend either MLA or APA. Regardless of the style you choose, it is 

important that you remain consistent in your reference style. You can find the style manuals for 

these and other styles  in the MacOdrum library (MLA: call # PN 147 .A28 1998; APA: call # 

BF 76.7 .P83 2001). 

  

Schedule  

 

Theoretical Foundations 

January 6
th

  

o Introduction and theoretical groundwork 

o Discussion of course structure, assignments and expectations  

 

What is Political Violence? 

January 13
th

  

Required 

o Krueger, Alan B. and Jitka Maleckova. 2003. “Education, Poverty, Political Violence, 

and Terrorism: Is There a Causal Connection?” NBER Working Paper 9074. Available at 

http://papers.nber.org/papers/W9074 

 

Terrorism  

January 20
th

  

Required: 

o Crenshaw, Martha. 1981. "The Causes of Terrorism." Comparative Politics 13 (4): 379-

399. 

 

Recommended 

Pape, Robert A.,  2003.“The Strategic Logic of Suicide Terrorism,” American Political Science 

Review, Vol. 97, No. 3 (August), pp. 343-57. 

Daniel Byman, “The Logic of Ethnic Terrorism,” Studies in Conflict and Terrorism, vol.21, 

No.2, (April-June 1998), pp. 149-169. 

Mark Juergensmeyer, “Soldiers for Christ,” in Terror in the Mind of God (Berkeley: University 

of California Press, 2001), pp. 19-43. 

Bruce Hoffman, Inside Terrorism (New York: Columbia University Press, 1998). 

 

Counter-Terrorism 

January 27
th

  

**Term Paper Outline and Discussion Due** 

Required 

o Li, Quan. 2005. "Does democracy promote or reduce transnational terrorist incidents?" 

http://papers.nber.org/papers/W9074
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Journal of Conflict Resolution 49 (2): 278-97. 

Recommended 

Mayer, Jane. The Dark Side: The Inside Story of How the War on Terror Turned into a War on 

American Ideals, New York: Doubleday, 2008, pp 1-28 

Howard, Russel D. and Reid Sawyer eds. 2004. Terrorism and Counterterrorism. McGraw Hill.  

Hoge, James F. Jr and Gideon Rose, eds. 2005. Understanding the War on Terror. New York: 

Foreign Affairs. 

 

State Failure 

February 3
rd

  

Required 

o Jeffrey Herbst, “Responding to State Failure in Africa,” International Security, Vol. 21, 

No. 3, 1996, pp. 120-144. 

 

Recommended 

“The Whiplash Effect, “Foreign Policy, Failed State Index 2009, 

www.foreignpolicy.com/articles/2009/06/22/the_2009_failed_states_index 

Theda Skocpol, (1979) States and Social Revolutions (New York: Cambridge University Press), 

Chapters 1, 2 & 3.  

Charles Tilly, “Does Modernization Breed Revolution?” Comparative Politics, Vol. 5, No. 3, 

April 1973, pp. 425-447. 

 

Civil War 

February 10
th

  

Required 

o Paul Collier and Nicolas Sambanis, 2002. “Understanding Civil War: A New Agenda.” 

Journal of Conflict Resolution. 46(1): 3-12. 

 

Recommended 

James Fearon and David Laitin, “Ethnicity, Insurgency and Civil War,” American Political 

Science Review 97, 1 (February 2003),pp. 75-90 

Stathis, Kalyvas, “New and Old Civil Wars: A Valid Distinction?” World Politics, Vol. 54, 

October 2001, pp. 99-118. 

Harry Eckstein, “Introduction: Toward the Theoretical Study of Internal War,” in Internal War, 

ed. Harry Eckstein (New York: Free Press, 1964), pp. 1-32. 

James Fearon, “Why Do Some Civil Wars Last So Much Longer Than Others?” Journal of Peace 

Research, Vol. 41, No. 3, 275-301 (2004) 

 

Resource Curse 

February 17
th

  

Required 

o Paul Collier and Anke Hoeffler, 2000 ” Greed and Grievance in Civil Wars,” Working 

Paper Series 2002 Available: http://ideas.repec.org/p/wpa/wuwpdc/0409007.html 
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Recommended 

Michael L. Ross, “How Do Natural Resources Influence Civil War? Evidence from Thirteen 

Cases,” International Organization, Vol. 58, No. 1, Winter 2004, pp. 35- 67. 

Philippe Le Billon, Fuelling War: Natural Resources and Armed Conflict, Adelphi Paper No. 

373 (London: Routledge, 2005), pp. 29-49. 

Mark Ross, “Does Oil Hinder Democracy?” World Politics 53(April):325-61. Mark Ross, “The 

Natural Resource Curse: How Wealth Can Make You Poor.” In I. Bannon and P. Collier, eds. 

Natural Resources and Violent Conflict (Washington DC: The World Bank). 

 

Ethnic Conflict 

March 3
rd

    

Required  

o Charles King, “The Myth of Ethnic Warfare (Review Essay),” Foreign Affairs, Vol. 80, 

No. 6, November/December 2001, pp. 165-170. 

 

Recommended 

Clifford Geertz, “The Integrative Revolution: Primordial Sentiments and Civil Politics in New 

States,” in The Interpretation of Cultures, ed. Clifford Geertz (New York: Basic Books, 1973), 

pp. 255-310. 

Peter Uvin, “Ethnicity and Power in Burundi and Rwanda: Different Paths to Mass Violence,” 

Comparative Politics, Vol. 31, No. 3, April 1999, pp. 253-271. 

 

Genocide 

March 10
th

  

Required 

o Gareth Evans and Mohamed Sahnoun, “The Responsibility to Protect,” Foreign Affairs, 

Vol. 81, No. 6, November/December 2002, pp. 99-110.  

 

Recommended 

Sémelin, Jacques. 2007. “The Political Uses of Massacre and Genocide,” in Purify and Destroy, 

New York: Columbia University Press, pp. 310-45. 

Power, Samantha. 2002. “„A Crime Without a Name‟” and “The Crime with a Name,” in “A 

Problem from Hell”: America and the Age of Genocide, New York: Basic Books, pp. 17-45. 

Valentino,Benjamin. 2004.“The Strategic Logic of Mass Killing,”in Final Solutions: Mass 

Killing and Genocide in the Twentieth Century, Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, pp. 66-90. 

 

External Intervention 

March 17
th

  

o Edward N. Luttwak, “Give War a Chance,” Foreign Affairs, Vol. 78, No. 4, July/August 

1999, pp. 36-44. 

 

Recommended 

Kuperman,Alan.2008.“The Moral Hazard of Humanitarian Intervention: Lessons from the 

Balkans,” International Studies Quarterly, Vol. 52, No. 1 (March), pp. 49-80 

Richard K Betts, “The Delusion of Impartial Intervention,” Foreign Affairs, Nov-Dec 1994, pp. 

20-33. 
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Amitai Etzioni, “The Evils of Self-Determination,” Foreign Policy, Winter 1993, No. 89, pp. 21-

34. 

Mamdani, Mahmood. 2009. “The Politics of the Movement to Save Darfur,” Ch. 2 in Saviors 

and Survivors: Darfur, Politics, and the War on Terror, New York: Pantheon, pp. 48-71. 

 

Peacekeeping & Peacemaking 

March 24
th

  

Required  

o Cooper,Belinda.2009.“The Limits of International Justice, ”World Policy 

Journal,Vol.26,No.3(Fall), pp. 91-101. 

 

Recommended 

Virginia Page Fortna, “Does Peacekeeping Keep Peace? International Intervention and the 

Duration of Peace After Civil War,” International Studies Quarterly, Vol. 48, No. 2, June 2004, 

pp. 269-292. 

Gideon Rose, “The Exit Strategy Delusion,” Foreign Affairs, Jan-Feb 1998, pp. 56-67 

David Hendrickson, “The Democratic Crusade: Intervention, Economic Sanctions and 

Engagement,” World Policy Journal, Vol. 11, No. 4, Winter 1994/95, pp. 18-30. 

 

Concluding Remarks & Exam Review 

March 31
st
  

**Term Paper Due** 

 

Academic Accommodations 

 

For students with Disabilities: Students with disabilities requiring academic accommodations 

in this course must register with the Paul Menton Centre for Students with Disabilities (500 

University Centre) for a formal evaluation of disability-related needs. Registered PMC students 

are required to contact the centre (613-520-6608) every term to ensure that the instructor receives 

your request for accommodation. After registering with the PMC, make an appointment to meet 

with the instructor in order to discuss your needs at least two weeks before the first assignment 

is due or the first in-class test/midterm requiring accommodations. If you require 

accommodation for your formally scheduled exam(s) in this course, please submit your request 

for accommodation to PMC by November 15 2010 for December examinations and March 11 

2011 for April examinations. 
 

For Religious Observance: Students requesting accommodation for religious observances 

should apply in writing to their instructor for alternate dates and/or means of satisfying academic 

requirements. Such requests should be made during the first two weeks of class, or as soon as 

possible after the need for accommodation is known to exist, but no later than two weeks before 

the compulsory academic event. Accommodation is to be worked out directly and on an 

individual basis between the student and the instructor(s) involved. Instructors will make 

accommodations in a way that avoids academic disadvantage to the student. Instructors and 

students may contact an Equity Services Advisor for assistance (www.carleton.ca/equity). 
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For Pregnancy: Pregnant students requiring academic accommodations are encouraged to 

contact an Equity Advisor in Equity Services to complete a letter of accommodation. Then, make 

an appointment to discuss your needs with the instructor at least two weeks prior to the first 

academic event in which it is anticipated the accommodation will be required. 

 

Plagiarism: The University Senate defines plagiarism as “presenting, whether intentional or not, 

the ideas, expression of ideas or work of others as one‟s own.”  This can include:   

 

 reproducing or paraphrasing portions of someone else‟s published or unpublished material, 

regardless of the source, and presenting these as one‟s own without proper citation or reference 

to the original source; 

 submitting a take-home examination, essay, laboratory report or other assignment written, in 

whole or in part, by someone else; 

 using ideas or direct, verbatim quotations, or paraphrased material, concepts, or ideas without 

appropriate acknowledgment in any academic assignment; 

 using another‟s data or research findings; 

 failing to acknowledge sources through the use of proper citations when using another‟s works 

and/or failing to use quotation marks; 

 handing in "substantially the same piece of work for academic credit more than once without 

prior written permission of the course instructor in which the submission occurs. 

 

Plagiarism is a serious offence which cannot be resolved directly with the course‟s instructor.  

The Associate Deans of the Faculty conduct a rigorous investigation, including an interview with 

the student, when an instructor suspects a piece of work has been plagiarized.  Penalties are not 

trivial. They include a mark of zero for the plagiarized work or a final grade of "F" for the 

course.  

 

Oral Examination: At the discretion of the instructor, students may be required to pass a brief 

oral examination on research papers and essays. 

 

Submission and Return of Term Work: Papers must be handed directly to the instructor and 

will not be date-stamped in the departmental office. Late assignments may be submitted to the 

drop box in the corridor outside B640 Loeb. Assignments will be retrieved every business day at 

4 p.m., stamped with that day's date, and then distributed to the instructor.  For essays not 

returned in class please attach a stamped, self-addressed envelope if you wish to have your 

assignment returned by mail.  Please note that assignments sent via fax or email will not be 

accepted. Final exams are intended solely for the purpose of evaluation and will not be returned. 

 

Grading: Assignments and exams will be graded with a percentage grade. To convert this to a 

letter grade or to the university 12-point system, please refer to the following table. 

 

Percentage Letter grade 12-point scale Percentage Letter grade 12-point scale 

90-100 A+ 12 67-69 C+ 6 

85-89 A 11 63-66 C 5 

80-84 A- 10 60-62 C- 4 

77-79 B+ 9 57-59 D+ 3 
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73-76 B 8 53-56 D 2 

70-72 B- 7 50-52 D- 1 

 

Approval of final grades: Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor subject to 

the approval of the Faculty Dean. This means that grades submitted by an instructor may be 

subject to revision. No grades are final until they have been approved by the Dean. 

 

Course Requirements: Failure to write the final exam will result in a grade of ABS. FND 

(Failure No Deferred) is assigned when a student's performance is so poor during the term that 

they cannot pass the course even with 100% on the final examination. In such cases, instructors 

may use this notation on the Final Grade Report to indicate that a student has already failed the 

course due to inadequate term work and should not be permitted access to a deferral of the 

examination. Deferred final exams are available ONLY if the student is in good standing in the 

course. 

 

Connect Email Accounts: All email communication to students from the Department of 

Political Science will be via Connect. Important course and University information is also 

distributed via the Connect email system. It is the student‟s responsibility to monitor their 

Connect account.  

 

Carleton Political Science Society: The Carleton Political Science Society (CPSS) has made its 

mission to provide a social environment for politically inclined students and faculty. Holding 

social events, debates, and panel discussions, CPSS aims to involve all political science students 

in the after-hours academic life at Carleton University. Our mandate is to arrange social and 

academic activities in order to instill a sense of belonging within the Department and the larger 

University community. Members can benefit through numerous opportunities which will 

complement both academic and social life at Carleton University. To find out more, please email 

carletonpss@gmail.com, visit our website at poliscisociety.com, or come to our office in Loeb 

D688. 

 

Official Course Outline: The course outline posted to the Political Science website is the 

official course outline. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:carletonpss@gmail.com

