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Carleton University Fall 2014 
Department of Political Science 
 

PSCI 1100a 
Introduction to Political Science I: Democracy in Theory and Practice 

Lecture: M 2.25 – 4.25 ; Location: TBC 
 

 
Instructor: Professor William Walters 
Office: C673 Loeb 
Telephone: 613 520 2600 ex. 2790 

 Email: william_walters@carleton.ca 
Office Hours:  Th 14.30 – 16.30; or by 
appointment.  
 

 
COURSE AIMS 
What do people mean when they talk about “power” and what has it got to do with 
democracy? Where do we find power? Does the state combine liberal and illiberal 
powers, freedom and constraint? What about the media and corporate worlds? Do 
individuals and groups possess power? Can we, should we resist power, and if so, 
how? Does power have a history and, perhaps, a geography, and what might they look 
like? What if we speak not of power-in-general (as though power were a physical 
energy that could be measured in kilowatts) but of particular forms of power as well 
as forms of resistance, and consider how certain forms come into existence in certain 
places, at certain times, and always under particular conditions.  
 
This course will take up these and other questions about power and democracy. We 
will study power through the lens of certain key thinkers, Canadian and international, 
past and present, paying special attention to what they understand by power, and the 
circumstances under which they confront  questions of power. Through these thinkers 
we will investigate power in relation to such key issues as democracy, fascism and 
communism, capitalism, race and colonialism, gender, media and ideology, markets 
and neoliberalism. 
 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS  
 
*Ensure your course number, TA name and group number is on the front cover of all 
work that you submit. You can find your TA name and group on CuLearn. 
 
1 Participation in tutorials (15%) – to engage fully with the course you will need 

to regularly attend the weekly tutorial sessions. Your participation grade will 
depend not just on regular attendance, but showing that you have done the 
readings and can make insightful observations about the readings, lectures and the 
course more generally. 

2 Short Essay #1 (15%) 
• Hand in to your TA on Oct. 6.  
• Your essay should answer one of the questions for the Essay #1 exercise 

which will be posted on CuLearn. 
• Word length: Your essay should be approximately 1250 words long (not 

including the words in the bibliography). 
3 Mid-term exam (20%).  

• 90 mins in class – Nov. 3. 
• A practice exam will be posted online.  
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• Closed book: just you and your pen! 
4 Short Essay #2 (15%) 

• Hand in to your TA on Dec. 8. 
• Your essay should answer one of the questions for the Essay #2 exercise 

which will be posted on CuLearn. 
• Word length: Your essay should be approximately 1250 words long (not 

including the words in the bibliography). 
5. Final exam (150 mins - during exam period) (35%). This exam will test you on 

the entire course. Further departmental and university requirements are listed on 
the last page of this handout. A practice exam will be posted online. 

 
Multimedia sources – lectures will include paintings, films, video clips and songs. 
Please note: mid-term and final exams will test your understanding of course 
readings, lectures and these multimedia sources. 
 
Late penalties - 5% of grade per day for each day after the due date ( including 
weekends). Exceptions and extensions will only be granted in the case of special 
circumstances (e.g., illness, family bereavement) and where you have appropriate 
documentation (e.g., doctor’s note). 

 
COURSE MATERIAL 
This course uses cuLearn, Carleton’s learning management system. To access your 
courses on cuLearn go to carleton.ca/culearn. For help and support, go 
to carleton.ca/culearnsupport/students. Any unresolved questions can be directed to 
Computing and Communication Services (CCS) by phone at 613-520-3700 or via 
email at ccs_service_desk@carleton.ca. 
 
All required readings are available online, either through the library’s ARES marked 
with [*]), or open access. 
 
LECTURES AND THEMES 
 
1. Introduction (Sept 8) 
 
1. Karl Marx: Capitalism and Class Struggle (Sept 15) 
 
Selections from Marx, in Anthony Giddens and David Held (eds) Classes, Power, and 

Conflict, Berkeley: University of California Press, 1982, pp.19-28.* 
Janine Brodie, ‘Politics, Power and Political Science’ in Janine Brodie (ed.) Critical 

Concepts: An Introduction to Politics (4th edition), Toronto: Prentice Hall, 2008, 
pp.2-22. (This article is also relevant to the session on Dahl and pluralism).*   

Leo Panitch, ‘Thoroughly Modern Marx’, Foreign Policy, 15 April, 2009. 
http://www.foreignpolicy.com/articles/2009/04/15/thoroughly_modern_marx?page=full 
 
2. Robert Dahl: Polyarchy and Pluralism (Sept. 22) 
 
Robert Dahl, Who Governs? Democracy and Power in an American City, New 

Haven: Yale University Press, 1961, pp.1-9; 85-6, 305-310.* 

http://carleton.ca/culearn
http://carleton.ca/culearnsupport/students
mailto:ccs_service_desk@carleton.ca
http://www.foreignpolicy.com/articles/2009/04/15/thoroughly_modern_marx?page=full
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Mark Haugaard, ‘Lukes’ (Introduction) and Steven Lukes, Power: A Radical View 
(excerpt) in Haugaard (ed.) Power: A Reader, New York: Palgrave, 2002: 38-44; 
50-57.* 

(see also reading by Brodie, week 1) 
 
3. George Orwell and Totalitarianism (Sept. 29) 
 
Selection from “Nineteen Eighty-Four” in Orwell, The Orwell Reader, New York: 

Harcourt, Brace and World, pp.396-409.* 
 
Leonid Luks, ‘Totalitarianism as an object of fascination’, openDemocracy, 13 

August, 2013. https://www.opendemocracy.net/leonid-luks/totalitarianism-as-
object-of-fascination 

 
Further Reading 
Hannah Arendt, Eichmann in Jerusalem: A Report on the Banality of Evil, New York: 

Penguin, pp. 171-175; 230-233.*    
 
4. Frantz Fanon: Colonial Power, Anti-Colonial Struggles (Oct. 6) 
 
Frantz Fanon, The Wretched of the Earth, New York: Grove Press, 1963, pp.35-46; 

70-74.* 
Manfred Steger, ‘Third World Liberationisms: Gandhism and Fanonism’, extract 

from The Rise of the Global Imaginary, Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2008, 
pp.138-150.* 

 
5. No Class or Tutorials (Thanksgiving Day) (Oct. 13) 
 
6. Michel Foucault: Microphysics of Power (Oct. 20) 
 
Michel Foucault, ‘The Means of Correct Training’ and ‘Panopticism’ in Paul 

Rabinow (ed.) The Foucault Reader, New York: Pantheon, 1984, pp.188-213.* 
Nancy Fraser, ‘From discipline to flexiblization? Rereading Foucault in the shadow of 

globalization’, Constellations 10(2): 160-171. 
 
Further reading 
Andrew Neal, ‘Michel Foucault’ in J. Edkins and N. Vaughan-Williams (eds) Critical 

Theorists and International Relations, New York: Routledge, 2009, pp.161-170.* 
Gilles Deleuze, ‘Postscript on Societies of Control’, October v.59, 1992: 3-7. 

https://files.nyu.edu/dnm232/public/deleuze_postcript.pdf 
 
6. No Class or Tutorial - Fall Break  (Oct. 27-31) 
 
7. Mid-Term Exam (90 mins in class) (Nov. 3) 
 
8. Jane Jacobs and the Power of Community (Nov. 10) 
 
Jane Jacobs, ‘The uses of sidewalks: safety’ in Death and Life of Great American 

Cities, New York: Random House, 1961, pp.29-54.* 
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Nicolai Ouroussoff, 'Outgrowing Jane Jacobs and her New York', The New York 
Times, 30 April, 2006, 
http://www.nytimes.com/2006/04/30/weekinreview/30jacobs.html 

Further Reading 
Marshall Berman, ‘Robert Moses: The Expressway World’ in All That Is Solid Melts 

Into Air, New York: Verso, pp.290-311.* 
 
9. Marilyn Waring on Work, Gender and Value (Nov. 17) 
 
Marilyn Waring, If Women Counted: A New Feminist Economics. New York: Harper 

Collins, 1988, pp.14-45.* 
Meg Luxton and Leah Vosko, ‘Where Women’s Efforts Count: The 1996 Census 

Campaign and “Family Politics” in Canada’, Studies in Political Economy #56 
(1998).  

http://spe.library.utoronto.ca/index.php/spe/article/download/6840/3812 
 
10. Naomi Klein, Symbolic Power, and the Rule of Markets (Nov. 24)  
 
Naomi Klein, No Logo: Taking Aim at the Brand Bullies, Toronto: Knopf, 2000, pp. 

27-61 and 439-446.  
The Economist, ‘Why Naomi Klein needs to grow up’, The Economist 11/9/2002, 

(365/8298, p.70) 
http://web.archive.org/web/20021113145543/http://economist.com/printedition/displayStory.cfm?
Story_ID=1429429 

 
Further Reading 
Naomi Klein, ‘How corporate branding has taken over America’, The Guardian, 16 

January 2010. 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/books/2010/jan/16/naomi-klein-branding-obama-america 

 
11.  Edward Snowden, Whistleblowing, and the Secret State (Dec. 1) 
 
Peter Ludlow, ‘The banality of systemic evil’, The New York Times, 15 September 
2013. 
http://opinionator.blogs.nytimes.com/2013/09/15/the-banality-of-systemic-
evil/?_php=true&_type=blogs&_r=0 
 
David Brooks, ‘The Solitary Leaker’, The New York Times, 10 June 2013. 
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/06/11/opinion/brooks-the-solitary-leaker.html?_r=2& 
 
Slavoj Žižek, ‘Edward Snowden, Chelsea Manning and Julian Assange: our new 
heroes’, The Guardian, 3 September 2013. 
http://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2013/sep/03/snowden-manning-assange-
new-heroes 
 
12. Conclusion, Review & Exam Preparation (Dec. 8) 
 
 

*********** 
Academic Accommodations 

http://opinionator.blogs.nytimes.com/2013/09/15/the-banality-of-systemic-evil/?_php=true&_type=blogs&_r=0
http://opinionator.blogs.nytimes.com/2013/09/15/the-banality-of-systemic-evil/?_php=true&_type=blogs&_r=0
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/06/11/opinion/brooks-the-solitary-leaker.html?_r=2&
http://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2013/sep/03/snowden-manning-assange-new-heroes
http://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2013/sep/03/snowden-manning-assange-new-heroes
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The Paul Menton Centre for Students with Disabilities (PMC) provides services to 
students with Learning Disabilities (LD), psychiatric/mental health disabilities, 
Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD), Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD), 
chronic medical conditions, and impairments in mobility, hearing, and vision. If you 
have a disability requiring academic accommodations in this course, please contact 
PMC at 613-520-6608 or pmc@carleton.ca for a formal evaluation. If you are already 
registered with the PMC, contact your PMC coordinator to send me your Letter of 
Accommodation at the beginning of the term, and no later than two weeks before 
the first in-class scheduled test or exam requiring accommodation (if applicable). 
After requesting accommodation from PMC, meet with me to ensure accommodation 
arrangements are made. Please consult the PMC website for the deadline to request 
accommodations for the formally-scheduled exam (if applicable).  

For Religious Observance: Students requesting accommodation for religious 
observances should apply in writing to their instructor for alternate dates and/or 
means of satisfying academic requirements. Such requests should be made during 
the first two weeks of class, or as soon as possible after the need for accommodation 
is known to exist, but no later than two weeks before the compulsory academic 
event. Accommodation is to be worked out directly and on an individual basis 
between the student and the instructor(s) involved. Instructors will make 
accommodations in a way that avoids academic disadvantage to the student. 
Instructors and students may contact an Equity Services Advisor for assistance 
(www.carleton.ca/equity). 
 
For Pregnancy: Pregnant students requiring academic accommodations are 
encouraged to contact an Equity Advisor in Equity Services to complete a letter of 
accommodation. Then, make an appointment to discuss your needs with the 
instructor at least two weeks prior to the first academic event in which it is anticipated 
the accommodation will be required. 
 
Plagiarism: The University Senate defines plagiarism as “presenting, whether 
intentional or not, the ideas, expression of ideas or work of others as one’s own.”  
This can include:   
 
• reproducing or paraphrasing portions of someone else’s published or unpublished 

material, regardless of the source, and presenting these as one’s own without 
proper citation or reference to the original source; 

• submitting a take-home examination, essay, laboratory report or other assignment 
written, in whole or in part, by someone else; 

• using ideas or direct, verbatim quotations, or paraphrased material, concepts, or 
ideas without appropriate acknowledgment in any academic assignment; 

• using another’s data or research findings; 
• failing to acknowledge sources through the use of proper citations when using 

another’s works and/or failing to use quotation marks; 
• handing in "substantially the same piece of work for academic credit more than 

once without prior written permission of the course instructor in which the 
submission occurs. 
 

Plagiarism is a serious offence which cannot be resolved directly with the course’s 
instructor.  The Associate Deans of the Faculty conduct a rigorous investigation, 
including an interview with the student, when an instructor suspects a piece of work 
has been plagiarized.  Penalties are not trivial. They include a mark of zero for the 
plagiarized work or a final grade of "F" for the course.  
 

mailto:pmc@carleton.ca
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Oral Examination: At the discretion of the instructor, students may be required to 
pass a brief oral examination on research papers and essays. 
 
Submission and Return of Term Work: Papers must be handed directly to the 
instructor and will not be date-stamped in the departmental office. Late assignments 
may be submitted to the drop box in the corridor outside B640 Loeb. Assignments 
will be retrieved every business day at 4 p.m., stamped with that day's date, and then 
distributed to the instructor.  For essays not returned in class please attach a 
stamped, self-addressed envelope if you wish to have your assignment returned 
by mail.  Please note that assignments sent via fax or email will not be accepted. 
Final exams are intended solely for the purpose of evaluation and will not be 
returned. 
 
Grading: Assignments and exams will be graded with a percentage grade. To 
convert this to a letter grade or to the university 12-point system, please refer to the 
following table. 
 
Percentage Letter grade 12-point scale Percentage Letter grade 12-point scale 
90-100 A+ 12 67-69 C+ 6 
85-89 A 11 63-66 C 5 
80-84 A- 10 60-62 C- 4 
77-79 B+ 9 57-59 D+ 3 
73-76 B 8 53-56 D 2 
70-72 B- 7 50-52 D- 1 

 
Grades:  Final grades are derived from the completion of course assignments.  
Failure to write the final exam will result in the grade ABS.  Deferred final exams are 
available ONLY if the student is in good standing in the course. 
 
Approval of final grades: Standing in a course is determined by the course 
instructor subject to the approval of the Faculty Dean. This means that grades 
submitted by an instructor may be subject to revision. No grades are final until they 
have been approved by the Dean. 
 
Carleton E-mail Accounts: All email communication to students from the 
Department of Political Science will be via official Carleton university e-mail accounts 
and/or cuLearn.  As important course and University information is distributed this 
way, it is the student’s responsibility to monitor their Carleton and cuLearn accounts.  
 
Carleton Political Science Society: The Carleton Political Science Society (CPSS) 
has made its mission to provide a social environment for politically inclined students 
and faculty. Holding social events, debates, and panel discussions, CPSS aims to 
involve all political science students at Carleton University. Our mandate is to 
arrange social and academic activities in order to instill a sense of belonging within 
the Department and the larger University community. Members can benefit through 
numerous opportunities which will complement both academic and social life at 
Carleton University. To find out more, visit 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/politicalsciencesociety/ 
or come to our office in Loeb D688. 
 
Official Course Outline: The course outline posted to the Political Science website 
is the official course outline.  
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/politicalsciencesociety/
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