
Department of Political Studies                     Winter 2015  

  

PSCI 1200 

Introduction to Political Science: World Politics 
In Class: Thursdays 8:35-10:35am  

Class Facebook: Socially Scientific - Class Twitter: @sociallysci  #PSCI1200 

Socially Scientific: Tumblr 

Please confirm location on Carleton Central  

 

Instructor: Dr. Tamara Kotar  

E-mail: tamara.kotar@carleton.ca  

Office hours: Thursdays 10:30-11:30 at River Building 2200 

Office: Loeb B642 - Email to schedule an appointment 

 

Course description 
This course continues our exploration of the world of politics. We will 

examine debates concerning the role of international relations and the 

state, public policy and Canadian foreign policy. PSCI 1200 will further 

our exploration of the Political Theory, Public Policy, Canadian Politics, 

and International Relations subfields in Political Science.  

In this course students will familiarize themselves with the theoretical 

tools to navigate complex debates in politics. Students are compelled to 

raise their consciousness of global politics and apply their knowledge to 

research, advocacy, policy-making, action and change. 

 

Learning Outcomes 

• Students are challenged to understand the foundations of 

international relations and apply this globally. 



• Students are compelled to develop their ability to engage in 

academic writing and research.  

 

Core Questions & Themes 

These are the core questions and overarching themes we will explore 

throughout the course.  

Is there a trade off between freedom and security? 

Is the nation-state the optimal way to organize society politically?  

What are the paradoxes of the nation-state in terms of security and 

peace? 

 

Required Texts 

Required Texts are available at The Carleton Bookstore 

• Mingst, Karen A. & Ivan M. Arreguin-Toft, Essentials of 

International Relations, 6th Edition, (Toronto: W.W. Norton, 2013). 

• Mingst, Karen A. & Jack L. Snyder, Essential Readings in World 

Politics, 5th Edition, (Toronto: W.W. Norton, 2013). 

 

The following book is available online at Course Smart 

Essentials of International Relations - http://goo.gl/tDgxPx 

 

 

Teaching Approach and Course Format 

This course takes advantage of both in-class and online components to 

enhance the learning experience.  

Students should pay special attention to the Assignment Matrix below, 

which clearly delineates assignment due dates and mark weight. 

http://goo.gl/tDgxPx


The course is also arranged by week on cuLearn. When you click on a 

week, you will find the assignments for the week as well as any 

materials associated with it. Descriptions of Course Components and the 

Course Assignments are in the syllabus. A description of each particular 

assignment and component will also be included the cuLearn 

assignment space as well.  

 

 

Assignment Matrix 

Assignment  Date Share 

of Term 

Mark  

Notes  

Online 

Introductions 

Jan 11th  2%  

Syllabus 

Scavenger Hunt  

Jan 11th  3%  

Map Quiz January 22nd 5% 1% online 

4% in-class 

Blogs 

 

 

January 22nd  

February 12th  

February 26th  

March 12th  

 

 

 

28%  3 assignments worth 9.3% each. 

**There are 4 assignments due. 

Your best 3 results will count 

toward your final mark. Your 

worst mark will be eliminated.** 

Use My PSCI Blog Format to easily 

create your blogs. 
Video Quizzes Jan 15th, 29th 

Feb, 12th ,  

March 5th,19th  

20% 5 video quizzes worth 4% each  

 

Course Feedback  January 29th  2%  2 feedback sessions each worth 



February 12th  

  

 

1%  

 

Final Exam  TBA 40%  

**Blog, Discussion Forum and Video Blog assignments will only be 

marked if you have attended the lecture and discussion group for 

the week that the assignment is due. If you have not attended the 

mark with automatically be 0. Attendance will be taken. If you have 

not attended class for medical or family emergency reasons then you 

may do a 4 page essay on themes from the readings in addition to the 

assignment.  

 

 
 

 

For Lecture and Discussion Group Reading Schedule Click Here 

 

CuLearn 

All of your written assignments are due via CuLearn drop boxes. The 

syllabus and other relevant documents are also posted on CuLearn. Do 

Term Mark Percentage Breakdown 

Online Introductions

Syllabus Scavenger Hunt

Map Quiz

Blogs

Video Quizzes

Course Feedback

Final Exam



not submit your assignments via email. The course is arranged by week 

on cuLearn. When you click on a week, you will find the assignments for 

the week as well as any materials associated with it. 

 

Social Media 

There is a Facebook page and a Twitter page for the course and you 

should join either one and make a habit of checking either one 

frequently. Beyond a requirement for some assignments, I regularly post 

articles relevant to the course and tips for students. Facebook – Socially 

Scientific. Twitter - @sociallysci (Socially Scientific).  

*If you prefer not to join the class Facebook or Twitter, a 6-page essay 

can be done in lieu of the Facebook/Twitter components for each 

assignment. The rest of the assignment must be done in full. The 6 

page essay is a replacement for the social media portions of 

assignments only. 

 

Class Expectations 

Students are expected to (1) attend class having completed the 

assigned readings and (2) come prepared for thoughtful discussions. 

Students are kindly asked to be respectful during lectures by not 

conversing with their neighbours. Students who are conducting their 

own conversations during lectures will be asked to stop and/or leave. 

Students are expected to complete their online requirements by the due 

date. 

 

Late Assignments 

All written assignments are due in the appropriate CuLearn drop boxes.  

Late assignments will be docked 2.5 marks a day for 4 days after 4 



days the mark will be 0. That is on top of what mark you would have 

received. For example, say your work was graded at 7.5 out of 10 but 

was two days late, given the late policy your work would then be 2.5 

out of 10 because 2.5 marks were docked for every late day. This means 

any assignment that has a value of under 2.5 marks will not be 

accepted if it is late, as 2.5 marks will be automatically deducted after 

the first day. Exceptions to this late assignment policy will be considered 

for medical reasons or a family emergency (with appropriate 

documentation).   

 

Appeals 

If you would like reconsideration of an assignment grade, you must 

provide a two page written explanation of why you believe the grade 

was incorrect. All requests of this type will be considered, but this may 

mean that your grade could be lowered. No reconsiderations will be 

handled without following this procedure. Final course grades are not 

negotiable and grades do not “round up.” Grades will be changed only 

if there is a calculation or other technical error.  

 

Course Format Details 
 

Videos 

Every other week there will be videos posted on cuLearn. The videos are 

resources to be used to help answer the questions in the Video Quiz for 

that week.  

 

If you are experiencing technical difficulties viewing videos posted in 

CuLearn you can download the following free programs: 



MAC: http://www.videolan.org/vlc/download-macosx.html 

Windows: http://www.videolan.org/vlc/download-windows.html 

Technical support is also available at: 

The Computing and Communications Service Desk 

4th Floor MacOdrum Library 

Tel 613-520-3700 

Email: ccs.service.desk@carleton.ca 

 

 

Readings/ Learning Materials 

Each week there are required readings. Readings should be completed 

prior to the first class for that week. If there is more than one class 

noted for a number of readings, all of the readings should be 

completed prior to the first class. Where there is a distinction between 

“Required Readings: Big Picture” and “Required Readings: In-Depth.” 

“Big Picture” readings are required for the lecture and “In-Depth” 

readings will be required for the discussion group as well as for the 

“Discuss the Readings” portion of your blog assignments. Readings are 

required to ensure familiarity with key ideas and concepts in the 

discipline.  

 

Discussion Group Collaboration 

Students are expected to (1) attend classes having completed the 

assigned readings and (2) come prepared for thoughtful discussions. 
Particularly in discussion groups, students will advance the discussion. 
Blog assignments will aid students and will serve as tools to ensue 
students are able to engage in informed discussion. Discussion groups 

create an opportunity for students to bring and clarify any questions or 

discussion points regarding the material. The aim of discussion groups 

http://www.videolan.org/vlc/download-macosx.html
http://www.videolan.org/vlc/download-windows.html


is to ensure that students are comfortable and familiar with the main 

ideas discussed in lectures, in the readings and on our class social 

media. It is also an opportunity for all of us to explore phenomena and 

contemplate ideas in ways we may not have previously contemplated.  

 

 

Assignments 

Online Introductions 
I am committed to making a class that enlightens and enriches, part of 

making that happen is knowing where students are coming from and 

where they would like to go, academically and professionally. In this 

way you can contribute to making the class work for you! Feel free to 

use 1-5 sentences to answer each question. I look forward to your 

responses to the following questions. Your entries will be posted 

anonymously, no one will be able to associate your name or student 

number with your remarks.  

1. What is your major and what inspired you to study in this field? 

2. Describe an international event that has stuck with you as an 

important event, one that may have inspired your studies or 

something that you would like to further understand.  

3. What are you hoping to better understand in world politics?  

4. What do you hope to pursue once you have completed your 

undergraduate degree? Are you planning on part-time, volunteer 

or other work during your undergraduate degree? 

 



Syllabus Scavenger Hunt  
Since this course may have many features that you have not yet 

encountered in your classes, I’ve included a syllabus scavenger hunt, to 

ensure that students are very familiar with requirements.  

Find the correct answers to these questions and win the scavenger 

hunt! 

1. Under what subheading and on what page of the syllabus would I 

find a comprehensive list of assignments and due dates? 

2. What are two main differences between the Blog and the Video 

Blog assignments?  

3. What are the 3 parts of the Blog assignment and what kind of 

knowledge does this assignment try to combine? 

4. What part of the blog post do I post to Socially Scientific? 

5. Do I have to attend class for my Blogs and discussion groups to 

be marked? 

6. Video quizzes will be embedded in the online videos for each 

week, yes or no? 

7. Under what subheading do I find the reading materials for each 

week? 

Map Quiz  
Since we are discussing world politics it is important that students are 

familiar with the countries of the world and their capital cities where 

political decisions are often made.  The goal of this assignment is to 

ensure familiarity with countries and capitals of the world. Students 

must know all of the countries and capitals. 

 



Online Map Quiz (1%) 

Students will complete the following sporcle map quiz at: 

http://www.sporcle.com/games/g/world 

Students will play the quiz, take a screenshot of your game and your 

score and post it to the appropriate space on CuLearn.  

 

In Class Map Quiz 

Be prepared to take the map quiz in-class on the due date. Students 

will be handed a package of blank maps (the ones below). Students will 

be provided with the names of 10 countries and 10 capital cities. 

Students will only fill in the names of the 10 countries and 10 capital 

cities that are asked for in the quiz and will place the names in the 

corresponding numbers listed below the maps on the following blank 

maps.  

 

Below are blank maps that will be used for the in-class map quiz:  
Africa   http://www.worldatlas.com/webimage/testmaps/africa.gif 
Asia   http://www.worldatlas.com/webimage/testmaps/asia.gif 
Europe   http://www.worldatlas.com/webimage/testmaps/europe.gif 
Middle East  http://www.worldatlas.com/webimage/testmaps/mideast.gif 
South America http://www.worldatlas.com/webimage/testmaps/samer.gif 
 

Map Quiz Study Tools 

Below are some map studying resources. I encourage you to search out other maps 

and map testing sites as well and see what works best for you.  

World Map: http://www.nationsonline.org/oneworld/map/world_map2.htm 

Africa: http://www.nationsonline.org/oneworld/map/africa-political-map.htm 

Central America & the Caribbean: 

http://www.nationsonline.org/oneworld/map/central_america_map2.htm 

South America: 

http://www.nationsonline.org/oneworld/map/south_america_map2.htm 

Asia: 

http://www.worldatlas.com/webimage/testmaps/asia.gif
http://www.worldatlas.com/webimage/testmaps/europe.gif
http://www.worldatlas.com/webimage/testmaps/mideast.gif
http://www.nationsonline.org/oneworld/map/world_map2.htm
http://www.nationsonline.org/oneworld/map/africa-political-map.htm
http://www.nationsonline.org/oneworld/map/central_america_map2.htm
http://www.nationsonline.org/oneworld/map/south_america_map2.htm


http://www.nationsonline.org/oneworld/asia_map.htm 

Europe: 

http://www.nationsonline.org/oneworld/map/small_europe_map.htm 

Middle East: 

http://www.lib.utexas.edu/maps/middle_east_and_asia/middle_east_pol_2012.pdf 

Video Quizzes 
There are video quizzes every other week. After viewing the videos 

students will be required to answer the questions listed for that Video 

Quiz. To receive marks for the quizzes students must watch the videos 

and include content from the videos in their answers.  The goal of these 

video quizzes is to familiarize students with key concepts in the course. 

Video quiz answers will provide students with helpful final exam study 

material as they focus on core concepts in world politics.  

Blogs 
My PSCI Blog posts will serve as tools to ensue students achieve the 

highest possible benefit from the readings, lectures and discussion 

groups and are prepared for exams. These assignments help students 

focus on how to write a succinct thesis, a key skill required for future 

success.  

 

Why this Assignment? 

• More questions = more learning. Thoughtful and reflective 

questions about what we discuss and what we read is the goal of 

this course, indeed it is the goal of higher education.  

http://www.nationsonline.org/oneworld/asia_map.htm
http://www.lib.utexas.edu/maps/middle_east_and_asia/middle_east_pol_2012.pdf


• It is a way to combine our exploration of political phenomena and 

ideas from scholarly works, in-class discussion/activities, and 

current events.  

• Students have concise and condensed notes on the readings and 

discussions that provides them with excellent study materials for 

the final exam.   

• Blog posts will serve as tools to ensue students achieve the 

highest possible benefit from the readings, lectures and 

discussion groups and are prepared for exams.  

• These assignments help students focus on how to write a succinct 

thesis, a key skill required for future success.  

• In the blog post students will address issues of importance that 

were addressed in the in-class section the week before. This 

ensures that students attended the in-class section and that they 

took notes.  

• The blog post also asks students to comment on issues of 

importance of the reading for the date the blog post is due, that 

is the day of the on-line component.  

• The blog post also asks students to share online through social 

media a media post that relates to issues discussed in the 

readings and lectures.  

 

How to do this Assignment? 

You must attend the class for the My PSCI Blog Posts to be graded. 

Attendance will be noted. If you do not attend class the assignment 

will not be marked. If you miss the class, even for unforeseen reasons, 

you may hand in a 4-page, double-spaced paper in addition to the 

assignment within a week of the due date. The paper will be an 



extension of your discussion of the readings for that Blog Post 

assignment. If you do not hand it in by that time, your mark will remain 

0.   

 

The assignments are due via CuLearn at 11:55pm on the due date. The 

submission spaces will be entitled #1 Blog, #2 Blog. 

There is a template provided below, you can choose to use the 

template or not to use it. What is important is that you have the format 

that is provided below. 

 

There are 4 assignments due but only the 3 highest marks out of the 

3 assignments will count toward your final mark. Your worst mark will 

be eliminated. This is an opportunity to get your best work recognized. 

 

To organize your Blog Post you can cut and paste the My PSCI Blog 

Format provided below for each post into your own word document 

and fill in the material required.  

My PSCI Blog Post Format  

Part I- Lecture/Tutorial Discussion 

For the discussion component you will discuss what we talked about in 

the lecture or tutorial group the week before the due date. 

Identify and describe two ideas/concepts/issues dealt with in class 

(lecture or discussion group) that attracted interest and explain why. 

15-20 sentences 

 

Part II- Discuss Readings 



For the discuss the readings component you will write about the 

readings for the week the assignment is due. 

Provide a brief reaction to one of the in depth readings of the week.  

As part of this, using your own words, tell me the main point (thesis) of 

the reading. Describe an idea or issue developed in the article that 

intrigues you and that you would like to discuss further in class. Create 

2 questions that relate to the article and larger issues discussed in the 

class.  

15-20 sentences 

 

Part III- Social Media 

1. Post 2 media items (articles, radio or video clips) that relate to issues 

discussed during this class, discussion group or in the readings. You 

should post to the class Facebook – Socially Scientific Twitter - 

@sociallysci . The idea is that you share resources that you have found 

to be useful in your explorations of the topics discussed in class. Explain 

why each link you post enhances your understanding of the topic 

discussed in class.  Ensure that your posts are not offensive or 

explicit, but rather that they contribute to respectful and engaging 

collegial dialogue.  Ensure that your posts are well organized, visually 

pleasing (i.e. nicely formatted) and do not include your student number 

on the social media post. 

2-3 sentences for each posting 

* Do not post your whole assignment on onto Facebook or Twitter. 

However, include the link and text of your post in the assignment you 

hand into CuLearn. 

 



 

2. For your cuLean submission cite and comment on a link posted by 

anyone else (from any class or even the prof.) on Socially Scientific that 

you found interesting. If you choose you can post this commentary 

online.  

2-3 sentences 

* Do not post your whole assignment on onto Facebook or Twitter.  

Course Feedback  
This is an opportunity for you to let me know what concepts intrigue 

you and what you want to learn more about. 

Students will answer the following questions with 1-3 sentences for 

each question: 

1. What is the most significant thing you learned in today’s class? 

2. What question is at the top of your mind at the end of today’s 

class? 

3. What have you enjoyed learning about most in the class so far this 

term? 

4. What would you like to discuss more in-depth as we continue the 

course? 

Final Exam  
The Final Exam will be based on a combination of what we have 

discussed in lectures and discussion groups as well as materials that 

have been read in the required readings (for lectures and discussion 

groups).  

 



The format will be:  

Essay Answer, 2 essays worth 15% each 

Students will have a choice of 2 questions to answer after 4  

Lecture & Discussion Group Schedule 
 

Introduction  

Week 1: January 8th   

Course structure, assignments and expectations. 

 

Theory – Contending Perspectives - Realism 

Week 2: January 15th  

Required Reading, Big-Picture: 

Mingst & Snyder – Essentials of International Relations – Textbook 

Chapter 1 – Approaches to International Relations 

Required Reading, In-Depth: 

Mingst – Essential Readings in World Politics 

Chapter 1 – Jack Snyder, “One World, Rival Theories” 

 

Theory – Contending Perspectives 

Liberalism, Conflict Theories and Constructivism  

Week: 3 January 22nd 

Required Reading, Big-Picture: 

Mingst & Snyder – Essentials of International Relations – Textbook 

Chapter 3: Contending Perspectives: How to Think about International 

Relations 

Required Reading, In-Depth: 

Mingst – Essential Readings in World Politics 

http://slantchev.ucsd.edu/courses/pdf/Snyder%20-%20One%20World,%20Rival%20Theories.pdf


Chapter 2 - Woodrow Wilson, “The Fourteen Points” 

 

International Relations in Practice 

Week 4: January 29th  

Required Reading, Big-Picture & In-Depth 

Mingst & Snyder – Essentials of International Relations – Textbook 

Chapter 2: The Historical Context of Contemporary International 

Relations 

 

International Relations in Practice 

Week 5: February 5th  

Required Reading, Big-Picture & In-Depth 

Mingst – Essential Readings in World Politics 

Chapter 2 – George F. Kennan “The Sources of Soviet Conduct” 

 

The State & International Relations 

Week 6: February 12th 

Required Reading, Big-Picture: 

Mingst & Snyder – Essentials of International Relations – Textbook 

Chapter 5: The State 

Required Reading, In-Depth: 

Mingst – Essential Readings in World Politics 

Chapter 5: Stephen D. Krasner, “Sharing Sovereignty: New Institutions 

for Collapsed and Failing States” 

 

Week 7: Feb 16th – Feb 22nd  

Reading Week  

 

http://web.ics.purdue.edu/~wggray/Teaching/His300/Handouts/Fourteen_Points.pdf
http://www.profcover.com/docs/kennan_sources.pdf


International Organizations & International Law 

Week 8: February 26th 

Required Reading, Big-Picture: 

Mingst & Snyder – Essentials of International Relations – Textbook 

Chapter 7: Intergovernmental Organizations, International Law, and 

Nongovernmental Organizations 

Required Reading, In-Depth: 

Mingst – Essential Readings in World Politics 

Chapter 7:  John Mearsheimer, “The False Promise of International 

Institutions.” 

 

 

Psychology, the State & International Relations 

Week 9: March 5th  

Required Reading, Big-Picture: 

Mingst & Snyder – Essentials of International Relations – Textbook 

Chapter 6: The Individual 

Required Reading, In-Depth: 

Mingst – Essential Readings in World Politics 

Chapter 6: Robert Jervis, “Hypotheses on Misperception” 
 

War & International Relations 

Week 10: March 12th 

Required Reading, Big-Picture: 

Mingst & Snyder – Essentials of International Relations – Textbook 

Chapter 8: War & Strife 

Required Reading, In-Depth: 

Mingst – Essential Readings in World Politics 

http://mearsheimer.uchicago.edu/pdfs/A0021.pdf
http://mearsheimer.uchicago.edu/pdfs/A0021.pdf


Chapter 8: Carl von Clausewitz, “War as an Instrument of Policy” 
 

Terrorism & International Relations 

Week 11: March 19th  

Required Reading, Big-Picture: 

Crenshaw, Martha. 1981. "The Causes of Terrorism." Comparative Politics 

13 (4): 379-399. Available: 

http://courses.kvasaheim.com/hist319a/docs/Crenshaw%201981.PDF 

Required Reading, In-Depth: 

Arendt, Hannah, Reflections on Violence, Feb, 27 1969, Available: 

http://www.nybooks.com/articles/archives/1969/feb/27/a-special-

supplement-reflections-on-violence/ 

 

Human Rights: Law & Practice 

Week 12 & Course Wrap Up: March 26th & April 2nd  

Required Reading, Big-Picture 

Mingst & Snyder – Essentials of International Relations – Textbook 

Chapter 10: Human Rights 

Required Reading, In-Depth: 

Mingst – Essential Readings in World Politics 

Chapter 10: Amartya Sen, “Human Rights and Capabilities” 

 

 

Assignment Evaluation Considerations 

Below is a table and list of questions used to evaluate each assignment.  

Keep this in mind when writing your assignments 

1. Explanation of subject: 60% of each 

writing assignment. 

 Understanding of subject. 

3. Structure of Paper: 10% of each 

writing assignment.  

 MLA, APA or any commonly 

http://www.clausewitz.com/readings/OnWar1873/Bk8ch06.html
http://www2.unicef.org/socialpolicy/files/Human_Rights_and_Capabilities.pdf


 Thesis statement. 

 Explanation of subject 

 

used format. 

 Proper page length. 

 Proper grammar.  

2. Supporting Arguments:  30% of each 

writing assignment.  

 Supporting arguments and 

supporting argument explanation. 

 Using proper terms and 

vocabulary to defend your 

academic analysis and opinion.  

You are graded on these three 

components for each writing 

assignment.  

The following questions are also used to assess written assignments:   

1. Has my work addressed the question posed by the assignment?  

2. Is there a clear thesis statement, followed up by supporting arguments?  

3. Is there a description of how the arguments will unfold?  

4. Are arguments elaborated rather than rushed and stated as self-evident?  

Strong arguments are focused and develop a particular point.  

5. Is evidence provided to assert the arguments? 

6. Does my work critically engage with other arguments?  Strong essays take 

opposing arguments seriously, and demonstrate why your arguments are 

more appropriate.  

7. Is proper grammar utilized? 

8. Is the assignment well organized, enabling its arguments to flow?   

9. Is the research adequate and relevant?  
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