
Carleton University         Fall 2014 
Department of Political Science 
 

PSCI 1200A 
 

Introduction to Political Science II: International Relations and Comparative Politics 
Fridays 8.35am – 10.25am 

Please confirm location on Carleton Central 
 
Instructor:   Randall Germain 
Office:    D689 Loeb 
Office Hours:   Friday 10:30am – 12:00noon 
    Wednesday 2.30pm – 4:00pm 
Telephone:   613-520-2600 ext 8553 
E-Mail:     randall.germain@carleton.ca 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION :  AIMS, OBJECTIVES AND LEARNING OUTCOMES 
 
PSCI 1200 is one of two first year courses offered by the Department of Political Science.  It is 
designed to provide students with an introduction to the academic study of International 
Relations (IR) and Comparative Politics (PSCI 1100 does the same for Political Theory, 
Canadian Politics and Public Policy Analysis).  In this course we explore the evolution and 
interaction of democracy and capitalism across national, regional and global levels.  In the 
context of IR we will look especially at the themes of war and peace, international organization 
and international political economy.  In the context of Comparative Politics we will look 
especially at the themes of democratization, political mobilization and state authority. 
 
The main aim of this course is to introduce students to the academic study of political science.  
Key objectives include:  i) providing a basic knowledge of some of the key themes which 
animate the subfields of IR and Comparative Politics; and ii) developing students’ critical 
reading, writing and oral expression skills through a combination of lectures, independent study 
(reading, writing and analysis), and tutorial discussion. 
 
In terms of learning outcomes, students who successfully complete this course should be able to: 
 

• demonstrate a basic working knowledge of the key components of the academic study of 
the subfields of IR and Comparative Politics 

• identify the key components of political systems 
• illustrate how political institutions operate in different political contexts 
• provide an assessment of how capitalism and democracy interact to generate political 

outcomes across a varietry of levels 
 
Succesful completion of PSCI 1200 will help students to prepare for further study in Political 
Science. 
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COURSE ORGANIZATION AND ASSESSMENT 
 
The course is organized around a combination of weekly lectures and tutorials.  You are asked to 
read material for each lecture and tutorial topic.  You are also asked to read and use material 
related to the completion of the assignments.  Please note that you are expected to be conversant 
with all of this material for the final exam.  Attendance at lectures and tutorial seminars is not 
mandatory; however, attendance is highly advisable and strongly encouraged.  In the case of 
tutorials, if you do not attend you will forfeit the opportunity to earn oral participation marks.  
Attending and contributing to tutorial discussion is the only way to earn your oral participation 
mark. 
 

Assessment at a glance: 
 

oral participation in tutorials   10% 
3 short assignments    65% 
      Assignment #1 due Oct. 6th  (15%) 
      Assignment #2 due Nov. 3rd (25%) 
      Assignment #3 due Dec. 1st  (25%) 
final exam     25% 

 
Bonus marks available: 
LSS Study Skills Program   up to 3%  

 
Your assessment is spread across three different components.  There is an oral contribution 
component worth 10% of your overall grade.  It is evaluated during tutorial discussions, in order 
to assess your comprehension of the material being covered and your ongoing commitment to 
the subject.  Accordingly, assessment for oral participation is evenly divided between attendance, 
the quantity of interventions in tutorial discussion and the quality of these interventions.  Be 
warned that your oral participation mark cannot be made up at the end of the course in any way:  
if you miss tutorials you forfeit the opportunity to achieve these marks.  Finally, conduct during 
tutorial discussion is expected to conform to normal rules of civil engagement; inappropriate 
and/or unacceptable behaviour may be subject to disciplinary action and/or penalty from the 
instructor. 
 
There is a written component that comprises three short essay-style assignments that 
cumulatively are worth 65% of your overall grade.  They are designed to test your knowledge of 
the readings and your ability to relate this material to course themes.  They also allow you to 
develop your analytical, research and writing skills.  Study guides and instructions for these 
assignments will be posted on cuLearn.  We will also discuss the parameters of each assignment 
in class. 
 
Completed assignments are to be posted to the cuLearn assignment dropbox by 11.59pm on the 
due date.  It is always advisable to keep a copy for your records in case of problems.  The best 
way to do this is to store your work in a place that is separate from your laptop, such as a desktop 
computer, an external hard drive or a cloud account.  Please back up your work on a regular 
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basis.  Late assignments will be penalized at a rate of 3% per day, including weekends, 
beginning from 12.00am (ie, midnight) immediately following the due date.  Extensions can only 
be granted by the instructor, and with few exceptions are only granted for medical reasons.  
Please note that assignments will not be accepted for marking more than 10 days after the due 
date without an extension. 
 
The final component of your assessment is a three hour final exam scheduled during the regular 
examination period and worth 25% of your overall grade.  It is designed to test your overall 
comprehension of the course material.  A study guide for this exam will be posted on cuLearn, 
and the last class of the semester will be a detailed discussion of what may be expected on the 
exam. 
 
In addition, there are up to three bonus marks available for you to earn.  In order to earn these 
marks, you need to participate in the Study Skills Program offered through Learning Support 
Services (LSS).  Successful completion of up to three of the workshops offered through this 
program can add up to 3% to your overall grade (depending upon how many workshops you 
complete).  These workshops are 45 minutes in length if you attend them in person in Rm. 402 of 
the MacOdrum Library, and they are offered frequently and at various times to accommodate 
different schedules.  Many of them are also available as on-line tutorials.  However you take 
them, they must be completed by Friday November 28th.  More information will be posted on 
cuLearn. 
 
READING MATERIAL 
 
Although most of the readings come from the textbooks assigned to the course, there are a small 
number of additional readings which are accessible online and through the MacOdrum Library. 
The textbooks can be purchased at the Carleton University Bookstore, and you are strongly urged 
to buy them. 
 
 Jean Grugel and Matthew Bishop, Democratization:  a critical introduction, 2nd ed. 

(Palgrave 2014) 
 Daniel Drezner, Theories of International Politics and Zombies (Princeton UP 2011) 
 Albert Hirschman, The Passions and the Interests:  political arguments for capitalism  
  before its triumph (Princteon UP 2013) 
 
LECTURE OUTLINE [this outline is indicative of the dates on which the topics  

will be covered; they may be altered during the semester] 
 
Lecture 1:  Course details 
(September 5th) Lecture:  the academic study of political science 
 
Lecture 2:  The state as a political institution 
(September 12th) 
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Reading:  Grugel and Bishop, Democratization, ch. 4. 
   Hirschman, The Passions and the Interests. 
 
September 19th: No Class  
 
Lecture 3:  Political systems, democracy and capitalism 
(September 26th) 
 
Reading  Grugel and Bishop, Democratization, ch. 2. 
   Hirschman, The Passions and the Interests. 
 
 
Lecture 4:  The subfield of International Relations:  overview 
(October 3rd) 
 
Reading:  Drezner, International Politics and Zombies. 
 
Monday October 6th  ** 1st Assignment Due at 11.59pm ** 
 
Lecture 5:  War, peace and security:  from armed conflct to terrorism 
(October 10th) 
 
Reading:  Drezner, International Politics and Zombies. 
 
Lecture 6:  International Political Economy:  dynamics of wealth and power 
(October 17th) 
 
Reading:  Drezner, International Politics and Zombies. 
 
Lecture 7:  International Organization:  cooperation through international  
(October 24th)  institutions 
 
Reading  Drezner, International Politics and Zombies. 
 
October 31st:  No Class (Reading Week) 
 
Monday November 3rd  ** 2nd Assignment Due at 11.59pm ** 
 
Lecture 8:  The subfield of comparative politics:  overview 
(November 7th) 
  
Reading:  Amartya Sen, “Democracy as a Universal Value,” Journal of Democracy,  
    10:3 (1999):  3-17. 
   Grugel and Bishop, Democratization, Introduction. 
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Lecture 9:  Democratization:  representation, elections and institutions 
(November 14th) 
 
Reading:  Grugel and Bishop, Democratization, chs. 1-3. 
 
Lecture 10:  Political mobilization:  classes, civil society and social movements  
(November 21st)   
 
Reading:  Grugel and Bishop, Democratization, ch 5. 
 
Lecture 11:   Globalization and the state 
(November 28th)  
 
Reading:  Grugel and Bishop, Democratization, ch. 6 & Conclusion. 
   Also review Drezner, International Politics and Zombies, esp pp. 77-86. 
 
Monday December 1st ** 3rd Assignment Due at 11.59pm ** 
 
Lecture 12   course review and final exam preparation 
(December 5th) 
 
 
TUTORIAL OUTLINE 
 
The tutorial component of the course runs from Friday September 26th through to Friday 
November 28th.  You will meet weekly in one-hour tutorials, with each tutorial focused on a 
debate on a set topic with an assigned reading.  Tutorials will be organized around small group 
discussion and general debate together with some open format discussion.  You will also have 
the opportunity to discuss upcoming assignments.  As with the lectures, it is expected that you 
will complete the reading in order to participate knowledgably.  All of the readings will be 
available online either through cuLearn or the MacOdrum library website.  While attendance at 
tutorials is not compulsory, you cannot earn participation grades if you are absent, and your grade 
cannot be made up after the fact.  Each tutorial you miss will affect your final grade. 
 
Tutorial 1  The Passions and the Interests 
(September 26th) 
 
Reading:  Hirschman, The Passions and the Interests 
 
Discussion Topic: Assignment #1 
 
Tutorial 2  Canada in international politics 
(October 3rd) 
 
Reading: Michael Taube, ‘The Great North American Divorce:  Obama might lead Canada  
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to look elsewhere for love’, Washington Times (Feb. 6th 2012), available 
through the LexisNexis Database on the MacOdrum library website.  

 
Derek Burney and Fen Osler Hampson, ‘The Last Thing We Need is Another  

Foreign Policy Review’, Globe and Mail, (Jan. 20th 2012), available  
through the LexisNexis Database on the MacOdrum library website.  

 
Discussion Topic: Is Canada ‘trapped’ by its proximity to the United States?  How can  
   Canada look beyond North America in its foreign policy? 
 
Tutorial 3  International politics after 9/11 
(October 10th) 
 
Reading: Micah Zenko and Michael Cohen, “Clear and Present Safety”, Foreign Affairs, 
   Vol. 91, no. 2 (March/April 2012): 79-93. 
 
Discussion Topic: Are Canada and the U.S. more secure today than ever?  How do we define  
   ‘security’, and for whom? 
 
Tutorial 4  Power shift in the global political economy 
(October 17th) 
 
Reading: Ian Bremmer and Jon Huntsman, “How to Play Well with China”,  NY Times  

Sunday Review (June 1st 2013) , available through the LexisNexis 
 Database on the MacOdrum library website.  

 
Discussion Topic: How significant of a ‘challenge’ are the BRICS nations to the current  
   organization of the global political economy? 
 
Tutorial 5  International organization and world order 
(October 24th) 
 
Reading: Randall Germain, ‘Forget the IMF’, Ottawa Citizen (Nov. 13th 2008) , available  
   through the LexisNexis Database on the MacOdrum library website. 
   

Susan Schadler, ‘The IMF Adrift’, Cigi Commentary (Nov. 8th 2012), available at: 
 http://www.cigionline.org/publications/2012/11/imf-adrift 

 
Discussion Topic: Do international institutions simply reflect the interests of powerful states?    
   How much autonomy can they have? Are they needed? 
 
Update discussion: Assignment #2 
 
Tutorial 6  Declining political participation 
(November 7th) 

http://www.cigionline.org/publications/2012/11/imf-adrift
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Reading: Jessica Nasrallah, ‘Voter Turnout in Canada and Denmark,’ Canadian  
   Parliamentary Review, Vol. 32, no. 2 (2009):  33-37. 
 
Discussion Topic: Why do fewer people participate in politics and vote less often today?   
   Can anything be done about this? 
 
Tutorial 7  Mass society and mass politics 
(November 14th) 
 
Reading: Ivan Doherty, ‘Democracy out of balance’, Policy Review, Issue 106 (April/ 
   May 2001): 25-35. 
 
Discussion Topic: Does democracy need political parties to thrive?  What alternatives might  
   develop in place of political parties? 
 
Tutorial 8  Globalization, capitalism and political power 
(November 21st) 
 
Reading: Niall Ferguson, ‘Welcome the New Imperialism’, The Guardian (Oct. 31,  
   2001) available through the LexisNexis Database on the MacOdrum  
   library website. 
 
Discussion Topic: Is globalization just the latest version of imperialism? 
 
Tutorial 9  Globalization at a crossroads? 
(November 28th) 
 
Reading: Walden Bello, ‘The Virtues of Deglobalization’, Huffinton Post (September 5th  
   2009), available at: 

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/walden-bello/the-virtues-of-
 deglobaliz_b_277531.html 

 
Discussion Topic: Has globalization reached its limit? 
 
Update Discussion: Assignment #3 
 
 
 
Academic Accommodations 

The Paul Menton Centre for Students with Disabilities (PMC) provides services to students with 
Learning Disabilities (LD), psychiatric/mental health disabilities, Attention Deficit Hyperactivity 
Disorder (ADHD), Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD), chronic medical conditions, and 
impairments in mobility, hearing, and vision. If you have a disability requiring academic 
accommodations in this course, please contact PMC at 613-520-6608 or pmc@carleton.ca for a 

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/walden-bello/the-virtues-of-deglobaliz_b_277531.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/walden-bello/the-virtues-of-deglobaliz_b_277531.html
mailto:pmc@carleton.ca
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formal evaluation. If you are already registered with the PMC, contact your PMC coordinator to 
send me your Letter of Accommodation at the beginning of the term, and no later than two 
weeks before the first in-class scheduled test or exam requiring accommodation (if applicable). 
After requesting accommodation from PMC, meet with me to ensure accommodation 
arrangements are made. Please consult the PMC website for the deadline to request 
accommodations for the formally-scheduled exam (if applicable).  
For Religious Observance: Students requesting accommodation for religious observances 
should apply in writing to their instructor for alternate dates and/or means of satisfying 
academic requirements. Such requests should be made during the first two weeks of class, or 
as soon as possible after the need for accommodation is known to exist, but no later than two 
weeks before the compulsory academic event. Accommodation is to be worked out directly and 
on an individual basis between the student and the instructor(s) involved. Instructors will make 
accommodations in a way that avoids academic disadvantage to the student. Instructors and 
students may contact an Equity Services Advisor for assistance (www.carleton.ca/equity). 
 
For Pregnancy: Pregnant students requiring academic accommodations are encouraged to 
contact an Equity Advisor in Equity Services to complete a letter of accommodation. Then, 
make an appointment to discuss your needs with the instructor at least two weeks prior to the 
first academic event in which it is anticipated the accommodation will be required. 
 
Plagiarism: The University Senate defines plagiarism as “presenting, whether intentional or 
not, the ideas, expression of ideas or work of others as one’s own.”  This can include:   
 
• reproducing or paraphrasing portions of someone else’s published or unpublished material, 

regardless of the source, and presenting these as one’s own without proper citation or 
reference to the original source; 

• submitting a take-home examination, essay, laboratory report or other assignment written, in 
whole or in part, by someone else; 

• using ideas or direct, verbatim quotations, or paraphrased material, concepts, or ideas without 
appropriate acknowledgment in any academic assignment; 

• using another’s data or research findings; 
• failing to acknowledge sources through the use of proper citations when using another’s 

works and/or failing to use quotation marks; 
• handing in "substantially the same piece of work for academic credit more than once without 

prior written permission of the course instructor in which the submission occurs. 
 

Plagiarism is a serious offence which cannot be resolved directly with the course’s instructor.  
The Associate Deans of the Faculty conduct a rigorous investigation, including an interview with 
the student, when an instructor suspects a piece of work has been plagiarized.  Penalties are 
not trivial. They include a mark of zero for the plagiarized work or a final grade of "F" for the 
course.  
 
Oral Examination: At the discretion of the instructor, students may be required to pass a brief 
oral examination on research papers and essays. 
 
Submission and Return of Term Work: Papers must be handed directly to the instructor and 
will not be date-stamped in the departmental office. Late assignments may be submitted to the 
drop box in the corridor outside B640 Loeb. Assignments will be retrieved every business day at 
4 p.m., stamped with that day's date, and then distributed to the instructor.  For essays not 
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returned in class please attach a stamped, self-addressed envelope if you wish to have your 
assignment returned by mail.  Please note that assignments sent via fax or email will not be 
accepted. Final exams are intended solely for the purpose of evaluation and will not be 
returned. 
 
Grading: Assignments and exams will be graded with a percentage grade. To convert this to a 
letter grade or to the university 12-point system, please refer to the following table. 
 
Percentage Letter grade 12-point scale Percentage Letter grade 12-point scale 
90-100 A+ 12 67-69 C+ 6 
85-89 A 11 63-66 C 5 
80-84 A- 10 60-62 C- 4 
77-79 B+ 9 57-59 D+ 3 
73-76 B 8 53-56 D 2 
70-72 B- 7 50-52 D- 1 

 
Grades:  Final grades are derived from the completion of course assignments.  Failure to write 
the final exam will result in the grade ABS.  Deferred final exams are available ONLY if the 
student is in good standing in the course. 
 
Approval of final grades: Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor subject 
to the approval of the Faculty Dean. This means that grades submitted by an instructor may be 
subject to revision. No grades are final until they have been approved by the Dean. 
 
Carleton E-mail Accounts: All email communication to students from the Department of 
Political Science will be via official Carleton university e-mail accounts and/or cuLearn.  As 
important course and University information is distributed this way, it is the student’s 
responsibility to monitor their Carleton and cuLearn accounts.  
 
Carleton Political Science Society: The Carleton Political Science Society (CPSS) has made 
its mission to provide a social environment for politically inclined students and faculty. Holding 
social events, debates, and panel discussions, CPSS aims to involve all political science 
students at Carleton University. Our mandate is to arrange social and academic activities in 
order to instill a sense of belonging within the Department and the larger University community. 
Members can benefit through numerous opportunities which will complement both academic 
and social life at Carleton University. To find out more, visit 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/politicalsciencesociety/ 
or come to our office in Loeb D688. 
 
Official Course Outline: The course outline posted to the Political Science website is the 
official course outline.  
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/politicalsciencesociety/
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