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Carleton University 
Winter 2013 
Department of Political Science 
 

PSCI 1200 B 
Introduction to Political Science II: World Politics  

Friday 12:35 – 14:25 
Please confirm location on Carleton Central 

 
Instructor:  Hans-Martin Jaeger 
Office:   C678 Loeb 
Office Hours:   Monday 12:00 – 14:00 

Thursday 15:00 – 17:00 
(or by appointment) 

Phone:   (613) 520-2600 ext. 2286 
Email:    Hans-Martin_Jaeger@carleton.ca 
 
 
Course Description and Objectives 
 
This course complements Introduction to Political Science I: Democracy in Theory and Practice 
(PSCI 1100) by providing an introductory survey of the study of world politics. The discipline of 
Political Science investigates world politics in two separate but related subfields, International 
Relations and Comparative Politics. While the former has traditionally dealt with political and 
economic interactions among states, the latter has focused on the comparative analysis of politics 
(system types, institutions, ideologies, etc.) within states. In reality however, a sharp distinction 
between politics among states and politics within states is no longer possible, if it ever was. This 
course therefore takes a more integrated approach to the study of world politics based on the 
examination of selected theoretical approaches, concepts, and substantive topics. These include 
theories of world politics, sovereignty, institutions, ideologies, security, political economy, the 
global environment, and human rights among others. 
 
The main objective of the course it to introduce students to selected themes and issues discussed 
in International Relations and Comparative Politics to allow students to make informed choices 
about their further Political Science curriculum. The course also has the further objective to 
introduce students to basic study, research, and academic writing skills needed to succeed in the 
social sciences. 
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Textbook and Readings 
 
The textbook for this course is available for purchase at the Carleton University Bookstore: 
 
Garner, Robert, Peter Ferdinand, Stephanie Lawson and David B. MacDonald (2013) 
Introduction to Politics, first Canadian edition. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 
[henceforth: Garner et al.] 
 
The other required readings are available through the Library’s online journals 
at http://www.library.carleton.ca/ or as indicated in the class schedule below. 
 
 
Evaluation and Requirements 
 
Requirement 
 

Percentage of final grade Due dates 

Attendance, Tutorial Participation, 
Study Skills Incentive Program 

15% Weekly & LSS workshop 
dates 

Quiz 
 

5% In tutorial, week of Feb. 1 

Two Short Essays 
 

2 x 25% = 50% Feb. 15 & Apr. 5 

Final Exam 
 

30% TBD (Apr. 13-27) 

 
Attendance, Tutorial Participation, Participation in Study Skills Incentive Program (15%). 
Attendance is required at lectures and tutorials. To benefit from the course, it is essential that you 
read the assigned texts prior to lectures and tutorial meetings. Your tutorial participation will be 
evaluated based on the quality and quantity of your oral contributions, with greater weight given 
to quality. The TAs will provide further guidelines. 
 
This course has been registered in the Study Skills Incentive Program offered through Learning 
Support Services (LSS). Students must attend in-person for all the workshops; the Incentive 
Program does not offer online workshops as an option to students. To earn % marks towards 
attendance/participation you are expected to attend at least two workshops throughout the term. 
Study Skills workshops must be completed before the last day of classes. Workshops are offered 
frequently and various times to accommodate students’ schedules. 
 
**Please note that it is the student’s responsibility to sign in for workshops, if the student does 
not sign the attendance record, this will result in a forfeit of their mark for their workshop 
participation grade.** 
 

http://www.library.carleton.ca/
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The goal of attending study skills workshops in LSS is to develop and refine your academic skill 
set. Topics include: 
  

Academic Reading Balancing Work & School Critical Thinking 
Effective Presentations Managing Procrastination Memory & Concentration 

Note-Taking in Lectures Test and Exam Preparation Research Skills 
Strategies for Proofreading Writing Essays Working in Groups 

English Conversation Group Time Management Writing Exams 
 
All workshops are held in room 402 in the MacOdrum Library. To see the complete workshop 
schedule and to preregister (although not mandatory) please login to Carleton Central, and click 
on the SASC Learning Support Services – workshops link under the mySuccess tab. Also note 
that if you attend 5 or more workshops, you will earn your Skills for Academic Success 
Certificate which can be added to your co-circular record. 
 
Quiz (5%). Students will take a short quiz at the beginning of their tutorial in the week of 
February 1. The quiz will consist of 12-18 short questions including multiple-choice questions, 
true-false questions, one-to-three word answers, etc. There will be no make-up quiz except in 
case of a documented family or medical emergency. 
 
Two Short Essays (2 x 25% = 50%). Each student is required to write two short take-home 
essays (1200-1500 words, 12 point font, double-spaced) in response to questions posted on the 
CULearn homepage for the course on February 1 and March 22. The essays are due in class as 
hard copies on February 15 and April 5 (respectively). There will be no extensions of the 
deadlines, except in cases of documented medical or family emergencies. Late submissions will 
be accepted but penalized by one third of a letter grade per day (e.g. from B+ to B) for up to 
seven calendar days. Late essays must be submitted to the drop-box of the Political Science 
Department (B640 Loeb). Late essays submitted before 4 p.m. will be stamped with the date of 
that day; late essays submitted after 4 p.m. will be stamped with the date of the following 
business day. 
 
Evaluation of the essays is based on: 

(a) the clarity of your thesis statement 
(b) the logic and persuasiveness of your supporting arguments; 
(c) your general understanding of the subject matter under discussion; 
(d) the appropriateness and relevance of citations to readings 

(including a consistent citation style); 
(e) correct English grammar, spelling, and usage. 

 
More specific instructions about the preparation of the essays and writing guidelines will be 
given in class and with the essay assignments. 
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Final Exam (30%). Students will write a final exam during the official exam period, April 13-
27.  The final exam will have two parts. Part I will consist of 15-20 short questions similar in 
style to those on the Quiz and covering the material since the Quiz. In part II, you will be asked 
to write an essay on a question pertaining to the whole term (to be chosen from a list of several 
topics). 
 
 
Class Schedule and Reading Assignments 
 
Jan. 11  Introduction 
 
Jan. 18  Theories of World Politics 
 
  Garner et al., chs. 15 and 16 (only sections on Liberalism and the Rise of IR, the  

Realist Turn, Neoliberalism and Neorealism, Marxism, Constructivism, 
Feminism and Gender Theory) 

 
Jan. 25  Sovereignty, the Modern International System, and Globalization 
 
  Garner et al., ch. 14 
 
Feb. 1  Security and World Politics  
 
  Garner et al., ch. 17 
 
  ***** Topics for first short essay posted on CULearn ***** 
 
Feb. 8  International Political Economy 
 
  Garner et al., ch. 20 
 
Feb. 15 International Organizations 
 
  Garner et al., ch. 19 
 
  ***** First short essay due in class ***** 
 
Feb. 22 Winter Break 
 
Mar. 1  Institutions and States 
 
  Garner et al., ch. 7 
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Mar. 8  Ideologies 
 
  Garner et al., ch. 5 (entire) and ch. 6 (only sections on Postmodernism,  

Multiculturalism, and Religious Fundamentalism)  
 
Mar. 15 Politics beyond the State 
 
  Garner et al., ch. 12 
 
Mar. 22 Politics of the Environment 
 
  Garner et al., ch. 6 (only section on Environmentalism) 
 

Strong, Maurice (2009) “Facing Down Armageddon: Our Environment at a 
Crossroads,” World Policy Journal  26: 25-32. Available 
through http://www.library.carleton.ca/ . 
 
Dimitrov, Radoslav S. (2010) “Inside Copenhagen: The State of Climate 
Governance,” Global Environmental Politics 10(2): 18-24. Available 
through http://www.library.carleton.ca/ . 
 
***** Topics for second short essay posted on CULearn ***** 

 
Mar. 29 Statutory Holiday – University Closed 
 
Apr. 5  Instructor absent, but TAs will collect essays in class 
 
  ***** Second short essay due in class ***** 
 
Apr. 10 Politics of Human Rights 
 

Garner et al., ch. 8 (only section on Fundamental Rights) 
 
Franck, Thomas (2001) “Are Human Rights Universal,” Foreign Affairs 80(1): 
191-204. Available through http://www.library.carleton.ca/ . 

 
Thompson, Michael (2004) “The Price of Heavenly Peace: Tiananmen Square 15 
Years Later.” Available 
at http://www.logosjournal.com/thompson_tiananmen.htm . 
 

 
 
 
 

http://www.library.carleton.ca/
http://www.library.carleton.ca/
http://www.library.carleton.ca/
http://www.logosjournal.com/thompson_tiananmen.htm
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Academic Accommodations 
 

The Paul Menton Centre for Students with Disabilities (PMC) provides services to 
students with Learning Disabilities (LD), psychiatric/mental health disabilities, Attention 
Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD), Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD), chronic 
medical conditions, and impairments in mobility, hearing, and vision. If you have a 
disability requiring academic accommodations in this course, please contact PMC at 
613-520-6608 or pmc@carleton.ca for a formal evaluation. If you are already registered 
with the PMC, contact your PMC coordinator to send me your Letter of 
Accommodation at the beginning of the term, and no later than two weeks before the 
first in-class scheduled test or exam requiring accommodation (if applicable). After 
requesting accommodation from PMC, meet with me to ensure accommodation 
arrangements are made. Please consult the PMC website for the deadline to request 
accommodations for the formally-scheduled exam (if applicable).  

For Religious Observance: Students requesting accommodation for religious 
observances should apply in writing to their instructor for alternate dates and/or means 
of satisfying academic requirements. Such requests should be made during the first two 
weeks of class, or as soon as possible after the need for accommodation is known to 
exist, but no later than two weeks before the compulsory academic event. 
Accommodation is to be worked out directly and on an individual basis between the 
student and the instructor(s) involved. Instructors will make accommodations in a way 
that avoids academic disadvantage to the student. Instructors and students may contact 
an Equity Services Advisor for assistance (www.carleton.ca/equity). 
 
For Pregnancy: Pregnant students requiring academic accommodations are 
encouraged to contact an Equity Advisor in Equity Services to complete a letter of 
accommodation. Then, make an appointment to discuss your needs with the instructor 
at least two weeks prior to the first academic event in which it is anticipated the 
accommodation will be required. 
 
Plagiarism: The University Senate defines plagiarism as “presenting, whether 
intentional or not, the ideas, expression of ideas or work of others as one’s own.”  This 
can include:   
 
• reproducing or paraphrasing portions of someone else’s published or unpublished 

material, regardless of the source, and presenting these as one’s own without proper 
citation or reference to the original source; 

• submitting a take-home examination, essay, laboratory report or other assignment 
written, in whole or in part, by someone else; 

• using ideas or direct, verbatim quotations, or paraphrased material, concepts, or ideas 
without appropriate acknowledgment in any academic assignment; 

• using another’s data or research findings; 
• failing to acknowledge sources through the use of proper citations when using 

another’s works and/or failing to use quotation marks; 

mailto:pmc@carleton.ca
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• handing in "substantially the same piece of work for academic credit more than once 
without prior written permission of the course instructor in which the submission 
occurs. 
 

Plagiarism is a serious offence which cannot be resolved directly with the course’s 
instructor.  The Associate Deans of the Faculty conduct a rigorous investigation, 
including an interview with the student, when an instructor suspects a piece of work has 
been plagiarized.  Penalties are not trivial. They include a mark of zero for the 
plagiarized work or a final grade of "F" for the course.  
Oral Examination: At the discretion of the instructor, students may be required to pass 
a brief oral examination on research papers and essays. 
 
Submission and Return of Term Work: Papers must be handed directly to the 
instructor and will not be date-stamped in the departmental office. Late assignments 
may be submitted to the drop box in the corridor outside B640 Loeb. Assignments will 
be retrieved every business day at 4 p.m., stamped with that day's date, and then 
distributed to the instructor.  For essays not returned in class please attach a stamped, 
self-addressed envelope if you wish to have your assignment returned by mail.  
Please note that assignments sent via fax or email will not be accepted. Final exams 
are intended solely for the purpose of evaluation and will not be returned. 
 
Grading: Assignments and exams will be graded with a percentage grade. To convert 
this to a letter grade or to the university 12-point system, please refer to the following 
table. 
 
Percentage Letter grade 12-point scale Percentage Letter grade 12-point scale 
90-100 A+ 12 67-69 C+ 6 
85-89 A 11 63-66 C 5 
80-84 A- 10 60-62 C- 4 
77-79 B+ 9 57-59 D+ 3 
73-76 B 8 53-56 D 2 
70-72 B- 7 50-52 D- 1 

 
Grades:  Final grades are derived from the completion of course assignments.  Failure 
to write the final exam will result in the grade ABS.  Deferred final exams are available 
ONLY if the student is in good standing in the course. 
 
Approval of final grades: Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor 
subject to the approval of the Faculty Dean. This means that grades submitted by an 
instructor may be subject to revision. No grades are final until they have been approved 
by the Dean. 
 
Connect Email Accounts: All email communication to students from the Department of 
Political Science will be via Connect. Important course and University information is also 
distributed via the Connect email system. It is the student’s responsibility to monitor 
their Connect account.  
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Carleton Political Science Society: The Carleton Political Science Society (CPSS) 
has made its mission to provide a social environment for politically inclined students and 
faculty. Holding social events, debates, and panel discussions, CPSS aims to involve all 
political science students in the after-hours academic life at Carleton University. Our 
mandate is to arrange social and academic activities in order to instill a sense of 
belonging within the Department and the larger University community. Members can 
benefit through numerous opportunities which will complement both academic and 
social life at Carleton University. To find out more, please 
email carletonpss@gmail.com, visit our website at poliscisociety.com, or come to our 
office in Loeb D688. 
 
Official Course Outline: The course outline posted to the Political Science website is 
the official course outline. 
 

mailto:carletonpss@gmail.com

