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Objective of course 
 
The objective of this course is to introduce the student to the Canadian political 
environment in order to better grasp the pertinent issues facing Canadians.  We 
will be looking at Canadian identity and culture, regional, class and linguistic 
cleavages, gender politics, Aboriginal issues as well as interest group politics and 
the mass media.    
 
Format 
 
The course will be comprised of lectures, class discussion and tutorials. The 
readings, class discussions, and tutorials complement rather than substitute for 
the lectures.  All students are expected to do the readings for each class and be 
prepared to present arguments and general findings, as well as to provide 
constructive comments and criticisms.  A final exam will be held during the exam 
period where the student will be tested on all the material covered in class. 
 
Required Text [available for purchase in the bookstore] 
 
Dyck, Rand. 2004. Canadian Politics: Critical Approaches. 5th Edition. Toronto: 
Thomson/Nelson. 
There is a student resources website that accompanies this textbook which 
includes text updates, practice test questions and other useful info. See 
http://www.canadianpolitics5e.nelson.com/ 
All additional readings are posted on Web CT or can be retrieved online. 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.canadianpolitics5e.nelson.com/


 2

Evaluation 
 
Participation, Attendance:      10% 
Review/Analysis (750-1000 words) due February 11  15% 
Term paper (2000-2500 words) due March 11   35% 
Final Exam (during the formal exam period, April 8-24) 40% 
 
 
Participation and Attendance: 
 
All students are expected to attend class and tutorials.  Attendance will be taken 
in your tutorial.  In addition, all students are expected to carefully prepare for 
each class by reading the required readings listed under each week’s topic, and 
preparing, in addition to notes for private study, a list of questions and issues 
emerging from those readings for discussion. 
 
 
Review/Analysis: Due February 11 
 
You will select one topic discussed in class between January 14 and February 4 
(Canadian Political Culture(s), French-English Relations, The First Nations, or 
Regionalism) and provide a critical analysis of the main points arising from that 
week’s readings, lecture and discussion.  Your analysis of the topic will consist of 
a basic review and assessment of the issues raised in the readings.  This should 
be complemented with the lecture and discussion of that particular week.  You 
must provide a critical analysis of the Rand Dyck reading and at least two other 
readings assigned for that week (unless only one additional reading is assigned). 
This paper is not simply a summary.  Rather it should be an analysis of the 
issues raised in the week’s readings, lecture and discussion.  For example how 
do the issues raised and the perspectives given in the readings, lecture and/or 
discussion complement or contradict each other?   
 
Proper essay format must be followed.  You must construct a clear and concise 
thesis statement and support it with clear and logical arguments. 
 
Review/Analysis must be 3 – 4 double spaced pages (750 – 1000 words).  You 
should use 12” font (times new roman), 1” margin.  Do not tinker with font size, 
margin and/or spacing.  Such manipulations are obvious. 
Spelling and grammar count. 
  
The paper should be handed into the instructor at the beginning of class. 
 
Late papers will be penalized by one grade point (e.g. from B to B-) for each 
day that they are late. Weekends count as one day. The only exceptions will be 
in the case of documented medical excuse or death in the family.  
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Term Paper Assignment: 
 
Papers are due on March 11.  
Essays must be 8 – 10 double spaced pages (2000 – 2500 words).  You should 
use 12 pt font (times new roman), 1” margin.  Do not tinker with font size, margin 
and/or spacing.  Such manipulations are obvious. Spelling and grammar count. 
 
This is an academic paper.  You are required to have a minimum of four 
academic sources (this does not include the required readings).  Non-academic 
sources (internet, newspapers, etc.) are permissible, but only to bolster the 
academic sources. 
 
The introduction should outline the organizational structure of the paper and your 
main argument. The conclusion should briefly summarize the argument(s) 
presented. 
 
You must present a clearly defined thesis.  Your thesis statement must be 
supported by logically constructed arguments.  Anticipate and address criticisms 
of your main arguments and defend them against the opposing arguments. 
 
Proper essay format is required.  If in doubt, consult a style guide on the proper 
format for bibliography and footnotes.   
The first person (“I”) may be used sparingly.  
Quotations longer than four lines should be indented without quotation marks. Do 
not overuse quotations.  
Include a clear introduction and conclusion.  
 
Submit your paper to me in person in class or during my office hours.  Please 
note the drop off mailbox in the Political Science Department is intended for late 
papers only. Unfortunately, we are not able to accept email or fax submissions. 
 
Late papers will be penalized by one grade point (e.g. from B to B-) for each 
day that they are late. Weekends count as one day. The only exceptions will be 
in the case of documented medical excuse or death in the family.  
 
Essay topics will be distributed in class. 
Please keep a copy of your paper.   
 
Final Exam 
 
There will be a two hour exam held during the formal exam period (April 8-24).  
The required exam will cover all reading materials, lectures and discussion. 
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Schedule and Required Readings 
 
 

You should complete the readings for a given week before the lecture and 
discussion group. 

 
January 7: Introduction, Studying Politics 
 
Dyck ch. 1 “Approaching the Study of Politics” 
 
January 14: Canadian Political Culture(s) 
 
Dyck ch. 11: “The Canadian Political Culture.” 
 
Robertson, Colin “The True White North: Reflections on Being Canadian,” Policy 
Options, February 2008: 78-84.  
 
January 21: French-English Relations 
 
Dyck ch. 5: “The French-English Cleavage and the Quebec Question.” 
 
Dostie, Pierre “Strategy for Sovereignty of the Nations of Quebec” 
http://canadiandimension.com/articles/2007/01/04/824/  
 
“House passes motion recognizing Quebecois as nation” 
www.cbc.ca/canada/story/2006/11/27/nation-vote.html 
 
“Debate: The motions on the Quebecois nation” 
www.cbc.ca/news/background/parliament39/motion-quebecnation.html 
 
“Top court strikes down Quebec English school law” 
http://www.cbc.ca/canada/ottawa/story/2009/10/22/quebec-bill-104-scoc.html 
 
“Speaking out: Quebec's debate over language laws” 
http://www.cbc.ca/canada/story/2009/10/22/f-quebec-language-laws-bill-101.html 
 
 
January 28: The First Nations 
 
Dyck ch. 4: “Canada's Aboriginal Peoples.” 
 
Alfred, Taiaiake, “Pathways to an Ethic of Struggle”   
http://canadiandimension.com/articles/2007/01/04/826/ 
 
“From Native Title to Nunavut” www.austlii.edu.au/au/journals/AILR/2001/53.html 
 

http://canadiandimension.com/articles/2007/01/04/824/
http://www.cbc.ca/canada/story/2006/11/27/nation-vote.html
http://www.cbc.ca/news/background/parliament39/motion-quebecnation.html
http://www.cbc.ca/canada/ottawa/story/2009/10/22/quebec-bill-104-scoc.html
http://www.cbc.ca/canada/story/2009/10/22/f-quebec-language-laws-bill-101.html
http://canadiandimension.com/articles/2007/01/04/826/
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/journals/AILR/2001/53.html
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February 4: Regionalism 
 
Dyck ch. 3: “Regional-Economic Cleavages.” 
 
Courchene, Thomas, “Alberta: The New Dominant Player in Confederation?” 
Policy Options, July 2007,  
 
Ferguson, Rob, “Ontario becoming a ‘have not’”, 
www.thestar.com/printArticle/419848 
 
February 11: Diversity and Multiculturalism 
 
Review/Analysis due 
 
Dyck ch. 6: “Other Ethnic Groups and Multiculturalism.” 
 
Grey, Julius, “The Paradoxes of Reasonable Accommodation,” Policy Options, 
September 2007  
 
Abu-Laban, Yasmeen and Abu-Laban, Baha, “Reasonable Accommodation in a 
Global Village,” Policy Options, September 2007  
 
Stevenson, Garth, “Multiculturalism: As Canadian as apple pie,” Inroads 21 
http://www.inroadsjournal.ca/pdfs/Inroads_21_courts.pdf 
 
Chodos, Bob, “From Melting Pot to Reasonable Accommodation,” Inroads 22 
http://www.inroadsjournal.ca/pdfs/Inroads_22_Chodos.pdf 
 
Alexander, Ken, “Puzzling Ethnicity,” www.walrusmagazine.com/articles/2008.02-
sightings-canada-minorities-puzzling-ethnicity/1/ 
 
February 18 – Reading Week 
No class 
 
February 25: The International Context 
 
Dyck ch. 10: “The United States and the Global Environment.” 
 
“The PM and the President, in their own words” Policy Options, April 2009 
http://www.irpp.org/po/archive/apr09/harper-obama.pdf 
 
Manley, John, “Obama and Harper: A New Beginning?” Policy Options, April 
2009 http://www.irpp.org/po/archive/apr09/manley.pdf 
 
Bereny, Derek, “Engaging Obama,” Policy Options, April 2009 
http://www.irpp.org/po/archive/apr09/burney.pdf 

http://www.thestar.com/printArticle/419848
http://www.inroadsjournal.ca/pdfs/Inroads_21_courts.pdf
http://www.inroadsjournal.ca/pdfs/Inroads_22_Chodos.pdf
http://www.walrusmagazine.com/articles/2008.02-sightings-canada-minorities-puzzling-ethnicity/1/
http://www.walrusmagazine.com/articles/2008.02-sightings-canada-minorities-puzzling-ethnicity/1/
http://www.irpp.org/po/archive/apr09/harper-obama.pdf
http://www.irpp.org/po/archive/apr09/manley.pdf
http://www.irpp.org/po/archive/apr09/burney.pdf
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March 4: Interest Groups 
 
Dyck ch. 15: “Pressure Groups and Lobbying.” 
 
Makin, Kirk, “Tory program cuts called strike against the disadvantaged,”  
http://proquest.umi.com/pqdweb?index=168&did=1138594971&SrchMode=3&sid
=1&Fmt=3&VInst=PROD&VType=PQD&RQT=309&VName=PQD&TS=1211817
851&clientId=14119&aid=2 
 
Faifa, Press Release: Leading organizations call for reinstatement of the Court 
Challenges Program of Canada,”  www.fafia-afai.org/en/node/365 
 
DAWN Ontario, “History of the Court Challenges Program,” 
http://dawn.thot.net/ccp/ccp4.html 
 
March 11: Gender and Politics 
 
Research Papers due 
 
Dyck ch. 7: “Gender and Politics 
 
Carastathis, Anna, “We are not a ‘Special Interest’ Group” 
www.dominionpaper.ca/articles/930 
 
Macdonald, Nikki, “Women Beneath the Electoral Barrier” 
http://www.elections.ca/eca/eim/article_search/article.asp?id=125&lang=e&frmPageSize
=&textonly=false 
 
March 18: Political Socialization and the Media 
 
Dyck ch. 12: “Political Socialization, the Mass Media, and Opinion Polls.” 
 
Hackett, Robert, “Why Media Reform Should be a Democratic Priority” 
http://canadiandimension.com/articles/2008/01/11/1527/ 
 
March 25: Elites, Classes and Inequality 
 
Dyck ch. 8, 9: “Class Cleavages,” and “Other cleavages” 
 
April 1: Environment Policies 
Bob Page, “Climate Change, Carbon Pricing, and Environmental Federalism: 
Setting the Context” 
http://www.queensu.ca/iigr/conf/EnviroConference2008/Materials/PagePaper.pdf 
 
Conclusion and Review 
 

http://proquest.umi.com/pqdweb?index=168&did=1138594971&SrchMode=3&sid=1&Fmt=3&VInst=PROD&VType=PQD&RQT=309&VName=PQD&TS=1211817851&clientId=14119&aid=2
http://proquest.umi.com/pqdweb?index=168&did=1138594971&SrchMode=3&sid=1&Fmt=3&VInst=PROD&VType=PQD&RQT=309&VName=PQD&TS=1211817851&clientId=14119&aid=2
http://proquest.umi.com/pqdweb?index=168&did=1138594971&SrchMode=3&sid=1&Fmt=3&VInst=PROD&VType=PQD&RQT=309&VName=PQD&TS=1211817851&clientId=14119&aid=2
http://www.fafia-afai.org/en/node/365
http://dawn.thot.net/ccp/ccp4.html
http://www.dominionpaper.ca/articles/930
http://www.elections.ca/eca/eim/article_search/article.asp?id=125&lang=e&frmPageSize=&textonly=false
http://www.elections.ca/eca/eim/article_search/article.asp?id=125&lang=e&frmPageSize=&textonly=false
http://canadiandimension.com/articles/2008/01/11/1527/
http://www.queensu.ca/iigr/conf/EnviroConference2008/Materials/PagePaper.pdf
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Academic Accommodations 
 
For students with Disabilities: Students with disabilities requiring academic accommodations in 
this course must register with the Paul Menton Centre for Students with Disabilities (500 
University Centre) for a formal evaluation of disability-related needs. Registered PMC students 
are required to contact the centre (613-520-6608) every term to ensure that the instructor 
receives your request for accommodation. After registering with the PMC, make an appointment 
to meet with the instructor in order to discuss your needs at least two weeks before the first 
assignment is due or the first in-class test/midterm requiring accommodations. If you 
require accommodation for your formally scheduled exam(s) in this course, please submit your 
request for accommodation to PMC by November 16, 2009 for December examinations and 
March 12, 2010 for April examinations. 
 
For Religious Observance: Students requesting accommodation for religious observances 
should apply in writing to their instructor for alternate dates and/or means of satisfying academic 
requirements. Such requests should be made during the first two weeks of class, or as soon as 
possible after the need for accommodation is known to exist, but no later than two weeks before 
the compulsory academic event. Accommodation is to be worked out directly and on an individual 
basis between the student and the instructor(s) involved. Instructors will make accommodations 
in a way that avoids academic disadvantage to the student. Instructors and students may contact 
an Equity Services Advisor for assistance (www.carleton.ca/equity). 
 
For Pregnancy: Pregnant students requiring academic accommodations are encouraged to 
contact an Equity Advisor in Equity Services to complete a letter of accommodation. Then, make 
an appointment to discuss your needs with the instructor at least two weeks prior to the first 
academic event in which it is anticipated the accommodation will be required. 
 
Plagiarism: The University Senate defines plagiarism as “presenting, whether intentional or not, 
the ideas, expression of ideas or work of others as one’s own.”  This can include:   
 

• reproducing or paraphrasing portions of someone else’s published or unpublished material, 
regardless of the source, and presenting these as one’s own without proper citation or reference 
to the original source; 

• submitting a take-home examination, essay, laboratory report or other assignment written, in 
whole or in part, by someone else; 

• using ideas or direct, verbatim quotations, or paraphrased material, concepts, or ideas without 
appropriate acknowledgment in any academic assignment; 

• using another’s data or research findings; 
• failing to acknowledge sources through the use of proper citations when using another’s works 

and/or failing to use quotation marks; 
• handing in "substantially the same piece of work for academic credit more than once without 

prior written permission of the course instructor in which the submission occurs. 
 

Plagiarism is a serious offence which cannot be resolved directly with the course’s instructor.  
The Associate Deans of the Faculty conduct a rigorous investigation, including an interview with 
the student, when an instructor suspects a piece of work has been plagiarized.  Penalties are not 
trivial. They include a mark of zero for the plagiarized work or a final grade of "F" for the course.  
 
Oral Examination: At the discretion of the instructor, students may be required to pass a brief 
oral examination on research papers and essays. 
 
Submission and Return of Term Work: Papers must be handed directly to the instructor and 
will not be date-stamped in the departmental office. Late assignments may be submitted to the 
drop box in the corridor outside B640 Loeb. Assignments will be retrieved every business day at 4 
p.m., stamped with that day's date, and then distributed to the instructor.  For essays not returned 
in class please attach a stamped, self-addressed envelope if you wish to have your assignment 
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returned by mail.  Please note that assignments sent via fax or email will not be accepted. Final 
exams are intended solely for the purpose of evaluation and will not be returned. 
 
Approval of final grades: Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor subject to 
the approval of the Faculty Dean. This means that grades submitted by an instructor may be 
subject to revision. No grades are final until they have been approved by the Dean. 
 
Course Requirements: Failure to write the final exam will result in a grade of ABS. FND (Failure 
No Deferred) is assigned when a student's performance is so poor during the term that they 
cannot pass the course even with 100% on the final examination. In such cases, instructors may 
use this notation on the Final Grade Report to indicate that a student has already failed the 
course due to inadequate term work and should not be permitted access to a deferral of the 
examination. Deferred final exams are available ONLY if the student is in good standing in the 
course. 
 
Connect Email Accounts: All email communication to students from the Department of Political 
Science will be via Connect. Important course and University information is also distributed via 
the Connect email system. It is the student’s responsibility to monitor their Connect account.  
 
Carleton Political Science Society: The Carleton Political Science Society (CPSS) has made its 
mission to provide a social environment for politically inclined students and faculty. Holding social 
events, debates, and panel discussions, CPSS aims to involve all political science students in the 
after-hours academic life at Carleton University. Our mandate is to arrange social and academic 
activities in order to instill a sense of belonging within the Department and the larger University 
community. Members can benefit through numerous opportunities which will complement both 
academic and social life at Carleton University. To find out more, please email 
carletonpss@gmail.com, visit our website at poliscisociety.com, or come to our office in Loeb 
D688. 
 
Official Course Outline: The course outline posted to the Political Science website is the official 
course outline. 
 
 

mailto:carletonpss@gmail.com
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