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This course explores the major constitutional, political, judicial and bureaucratic institutions of 
Canada.  It rests on the theme of “living institutions” – that institutions are more than just fixed 
rules and structures.  They evolve over time, and shape our political choices and outcomes.  To 
understand Canadian politics and political change, it is essential to understand how political 
institutions work and particularly how they form and shape us as much as we shape them.   It is 
particularly interesting to consider debates about the gendered and racialized aspects of 
Canadian political institutions. 
 
The course is not an extensive formal study of rules and procedures.  It does not necessarily 
defend nor argue for the reform of any particular institution, and strives to avoid any particular 
partisan or ideological view.   It attempts to highlight various “critical approaches” to Canadian 
politics, as explained in the opening chapter of the textbook….but the above perspective of 
living institutions is mostly closely associated with historical institutionalism (see p. 10).   

 
Text:   

Rand Dyck and Christopher Cochrane, Canadian Politics: Critical Approaches (7th edition) 
(Toronto: Nelson, 2013)   Available at Haven Books, 43 Seneca St. (havenbooks.ca) 

 
 

Grading: 
 
 Short Assignment – Meech Lake Accord (Due Sept 30)  10% 

Take-Home Midterm (Due Oct 21)    20% 
Term Paper – (Due Dec 2)     30% 

 Final Exam       30% 
 Attendance and Participation     10% 
 
Information on assignments appears below. 
 
The midterm exam will be distributed electronically on Oct 14 and is due October 21.   
 
The final exam will be during the regular exam period at the end of term. 
 
Attendance and participation in discussion groups forms an important part of the course.  Do not throw 
away these grades by not showing up and/or saying nothing.  If you are not able to attend a scheduled 
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class, e-mail your TA, preferably beforehand.  If you have regular difficulty attending the group for 
exceptional reasons, let the instructor know.     
 

Late Policy 
Do not throw away your hard work by incurring expensive and rapid late penalties.  
 
Exact penalties are explained for each assignment below.  Papers should be submitted in class, 
at the beginning.     Again, do not throw away your work by incurring expensive late penalties.     

 
Technology Policy 
 
Electronic devices (phones, tablets, laptops, etc.) should only be used during class time for note-taking 
or accessing lecture slides.  Use for other purposes is strongly discouraged, both for your own proper 
academic learning and to avoid distracting your classmates.  Students may be asked at any time to stop 
using their electronic devices and to put them away.  Appropriate and mature behavior is expected.  This 
is important for both lectures and discussion groups.    
 
Topics and Schedule: 
 
PowerPoint slides for the lectures will be distributed and posted on cuLearn the night before class for 
your convenience.  The slides are to structure and enhance the lectures.  They will not serve as adequate 
class notes.    
 
The textbook is your friend.  Review it before and after class to ensure you are familiar with the 
concepts under discussion, and to further understand concepts covered in the lectures.     
 
Discussion groups begin September 16 and will focus on the weekly topics.  Additional material may be 
assigned to enhance discussion.  
 
 Topic Chapter from “Canadian 

Politics: Critical Approaches” 
Sept 9 Introduction: Living Institutions and Critical 

Approaches  
 

 

Sept 16 Historical Foundations 
 
 

Chapter 2 – “Institutional 
Foundations” 

Sept 23 The Constitution and Constitutional Reform 
 
 

Chapter 17 – “The 
Constitution and 
Constitutional Change” 

Sept 30 Aboriginal Peoples and Federalism (1) 
Short Assignment Due: The Meech Lake Accord 
 

Chapters 4, “Aboriginal 
Peoples” and 18 “The 
Provinces and the Federal 
System” 
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Oct 7 Aboriginal Peoples and Federalism (2) 
 
 

 

Oct 14 The Judiciary and the Charter of Rights 
Take-Home Midterm Assigned 

Chapter 19 “The Charter of 
Rights and Freedoms” 
 

Oct 21 Elections and the Electoral System 
Take-Home Midterm Due 

Chapter 13 “Elections and the 
Electoral System” 
 

Nov 4 Political Parties 
 
 
Important: Watch this 32 minute documentary 
before class and discussion groups  

Chapter 14 “Political Parties 
and the Party System” 
 
“The Right Candidate for 
Rosedale” (1978 National Film 
Board documentary)  
 

Nov 11 TBA 
 

 

Nov 18 Parliament 
 
 

Chapter 23 “Parliament” 

Nov 25 Executive 
 

Chapter 21 “The Executive: 
Crown, PM and Cabinet” 
 

Dec 2 Public Policy and Administration 
Exam Review 
Term Paper Due     
  

Chapter 22 “The Bureaucracy” 

 

  

https://www.nfb.ca/film/right_candidate_for_rosedale
https://www.nfb.ca/film/right_candidate_for_rosedale
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PSCI 2003 Short Assignment – The Meech Lake Accord 

The 1987 Meech Lake Accord was opposed both for its contents and for the process of “eleven white 
men in suits behind closed doors” deciding on the constitution.   It finally failed in 1990, and the country 
tried the opposite approach of a wide-open process leading to a national referendum.  But the resulting 
1992 Charlottetown Accord was, in retrospect, an incoherent mess that was rejected by Canadians.   

While both Accords are long dead, the question of how to resolve Canada’s constitutional tensions and 
abeyances, especially the status of Quebec, remains perennially relevant.   Is it possible in 2014 to try an 
improved Meech-style process again, with the first ministers trying to reach agreement?  

In this short assignment, you must argue one of the following: 

1. Whether in 1987 or today, it is unacceptable to have political elites negotiate the constitution 
behind closed doors, giving Canadians no real say.  Thankfully that era is (mostly) gone.   
 

2. The only way to resolve constitutional issues is by hard bargaining among elected 
representatives.   It’s easy to call this elitist, but it’s the only way to get things done, and that is 
proven by the failure to come up with any other successful constitutional agreement since 1987. 

The assignment may take one of two formats: 

 -An essay of 500-750 words 

 -A creative video, presentation or other suitable medium that explores the issue in depth 
 and presents coherent insights and analysis  

Resources 

Your research should rely first on the Canadian Politics: Critical Approaches text.  Consult the references 
and “further reading”, especially at pp 428-430.  Most of these resources are available in the Carleton 
library, which has numerous copies of many Meech Lake-related books.  The most authoritative and 
accessible text, Peter Russell’s Constitutional Odyssey is on reserve and can also be viewed online as an 
e-book through the library catalogue.  (The third edition of Constitutional Odyssey from 2004 is the most 
authoritative, but the earlier 1992 and 1993 editions are also useful for Meech Lake.)  An authoritative 
online source is: http://mapleleafweb.com/features/meech-lake-accord-history-overview 

 

 

 

 

http://mapleleafweb.com/features/meech-lake-accord-history-overview
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To better understand the context of the negotiations and the closed doors atmosphere, and possibly 
giving some inspiration for a creative project, you may find the following CBC News stories useful: 

The May 1987 Meech Lake meetings that produced the agreement-in-principle 

The June 1987 Langevin Block meeting that produced a final agreement text 

The June 1990 conference that produced a revised agreement (which then failed after being 
blocked by Elijah Harper in Manitoba and was not ratified by Newfoundland and Labrador)  

 

Assignments will be graded on the following criteria: a clear thesis statement, a strong grasp of the issue 
and the general organization and coherence of the arguments.  Spelling and grammar are also 
important.   Comparable standards will be applied to more creative projects. 

Your work should show depth and sophistication.  You need not demonstrate a massive command of 
1980s constitutional negotiations, but must show a clear understanding of their overall context, 
especially why the Meech Lake negotiations happened largely behind closed doors and why this was 
controversial.    

Extensive research and strong use of sources is less important than in the later term paper.  However, 
be sure to use appropriate references and citations.  Any established academic citation style is 
acceptable.  Citation guides can be found at: http://www2.carleton.ca/sasc/writing-tutorial-
service/writing-resources/citation-styles/ 

All assignments are due at the beginning of class (8:35) on Tuesday September 30.  Papers must be 
brought in hard copy to class; creative assignments can be emailed to both the instructor and TA.  
Assignments will be graded out of 10 marks; any received after the start of class will lose one mark at 
the discretion of the instructor.  Assignments received after 4 PM that day will lose two marks and 
one further mark each subsequent day.  In exceptional circumstances, late essays may be submitted to 
the political science drop-box outside Loeb B640.  Note that papers submitted after 4 pm on Monday 
September 29 will not be collected until the following day and will be subject to the one-mark penalty. 
 

  

http://www.cbc.ca/archives/categories/politics/the-constitution/constitutional-discord-meech-lake/an-agreement---in-principle.html
http://www.cbc.ca/archives/categories/politics/the-constitution/constitutional-discord-meech-lake/meech-marathon.html
http://www.cbc.ca/archives/categories/politics/the-constitution/constitutional-discord-meech-lake/the-last-supper.html
http://www2.carleton.ca/sasc/writing-tutorial-service/writing-resources/citation-styles/
http://www2.carleton.ca/sasc/writing-tutorial-service/writing-resources/citation-styles/
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PSCI 2003 Term Paper 

Research and write an essay of about 2000-2500 words answering one of the following: 

1. Why are women only one-quarter of the House of Commons, and after many years at the 
“plateau” of about one-fifth?   And would the election of more female MPs create a 
substantially different House of Commons? 
 

2. Should Canada’s single-member-plurality electoral system be changed, and if so, to what?  
Discuss the strengths and weaknesses of alternative systems and also why electoral reform 
failed in several provinces in the last decade.  

 
3. Is the NDP (federal and/or provincial) on its way up or way down, and has the party 

compromised itself too much in a quest for power? 
 

4. To what extent are Canadian political institutions able to accommodate the needs and 
aspirations of new Canadians and racial minorities?  If they have not, are there realistic ways 
they can? 

 
5. Why is there such widespread dissatisfaction with the Senate and yet no successful reforms 

or consensus on what to do about it?  What do you think should be done, if anything? 
 

6. Are Canadian election and political party finances sufficiently regulated?  Are they not 
controlled or regulated enough?  Or are they regulated too much in a way that favours 
particular parties and/or threatens democratic rights of free expression and political choice?   

Many say Parliament has become irrelevant in Canadian politics.  Do you agree?  How does the current 
situation compare with past parliaments since Confederation?   

Your paper must show a strong grasp of the institutions and practices being analyzed and their larger 
context.   

Essays are due at the beginning of class on December 2.  Papers received after the beginning of class up 
until 4 PM will lose one percentage point at the discretion of the instructor.  Papers received after 4 PM 
on December 2 will lose one-third of a letter grade per day (i.e., from B+ to B), including weekends 
unless valid reasons are presented.  Late papers may be submitted to the Political Science drop box 
outside Loeb B640.  Each “day” is calculated as of 4 PM when the drop box is opened.   
 
Essays will be judged on criteria including the following: 
 

1. Clear answers to the assigned question and a clear thesis.  The paper must be structured 
around the thesis and display a strong grasp of the subject and an appreciation of competing 
arguments.   
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2. Research .  You must go well beyond the information in class lectures and the textbooks, 

referring to additional academic sources.  Make note of the references and “further reading” in 
the textbooks.  Newspapers and magazines can be used in moderation for recent developments.  
When using online sources, be particularly careful about where the information is coming from.  
Aim to have at least five good quality sources and preferably more.  

 
3. Spelling and grammar, as well as the general organization, structure and coherence of the 

paper.   
 

Be sure to include a title page and a bibliography or list of works cited.  Include your TA’s name on the 
assignment. 
 
You may use any of several citation methods as long as you consistently adhere to an accepted style.  Do 
not invent your own.  Footnotes or endnotes are both acceptable, as are the MLA and APA parentheses 
methods.  Information on citation styles is available at: http://www2.carleton.ca/sasc/writing-tutorial-
service/writing-resources/citation-styles  Be particularly careful to give full citations for websites. 
 
Plagiarism may result in automatic failure.  Plagiarism includes the submission of someone else’s work, 
directly quoting a source without acknowledgement, paraphrasing a quote without acknowledgement, 
or using someone else’s ideas and points without acknowledgement.  If in doubt, consult the instructor.  
 

 

Academic Accommodations 

The Paul Menton Centre for Students with Disabilities (PMC) provides services to students with 
Learning Disabilities (LD), psychiatric/mental health disabilities, Attention Deficit Hyperactivity 
Disorder (ADHD), Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD), chronic medical conditions, and 
impairments in mobility, hearing, and vision. If you have a disability requiring academic 
accommodations in this course, please contact PMC at 613-520-6608 or pmc@carleton.ca for a 
formal evaluation. If you are already registered with the PMC, contact your PMC coordinator to 
send me your Letter of Accommodation at the beginning of the term, and no later than two 
weeks before the first in-class scheduled test or exam requiring accommodation (if applicable). 
After requesting accommodation from PMC, meet with me to ensure accommodation 
arrangements are made. Please consult the PMC website for the deadline to request 
accommodations for the formally-scheduled exam (if applicable).  

For Religious Observance: Students requesting accommodation for religious observances 
should apply in writing to their instructor for alternate dates and/or means of satisfying academic 
requirements. Such requests should be made during the first two weeks of class, or as soon as 
possible after the need for accommodation is known to exist, but no later than two weeks before 
the compulsory academic event. Accommodation is to be worked out directly and on an 
individual basis between the student and the instructor(s) involved. Instructors will make 
accommodations in a way that avoids academic disadvantage to the student. Instructors and 
students may contact an Equity Services Advisor for assistance (www.carleton.ca/equity). 

http://www2.carleton.ca/sasc/writing-tutorial-service/writing-resources/citation-styles
http://www2.carleton.ca/sasc/writing-tutorial-service/writing-resources/citation-styles
mailto:pmc@carleton.ca


8 
 

 
For Pregnancy: Pregnant students requiring academic accommodations are encouraged to 
contact an Equity Advisor in Equity Services to complete a letter of accommodation. Then, 
make an appointment to discuss your needs with the instructor at least two weeks prior to the 
first academic event in which it is anticipated the accommodation will be required. 
 
Plagiarism: The University Senate defines plagiarism as “presenting, whether intentional or not, 
the ideas, expression of ideas or work of others as one’s own.”  This can include:   
 
• reproducing or paraphrasing portions of someone else’s published or unpublished material, 

regardless of the source, and presenting these as one’s own without proper citation or 
reference to the original source; 

• submitting a take-home examination, essay, laboratory report or other assignment written, in 
whole or in part, by someone else; 

• using ideas or direct, verbatim quotations, or paraphrased material, concepts, or ideas without 
appropriate acknowledgment in any academic assignment; 

• using another’s data or research findings; 
• failing to acknowledge sources through the use of proper citations when using another’s works 

and/or failing to use quotation marks; 
• handing in "substantially the same piece of work for academic credit more than once without 

prior written permission of the course instructor in which the submission occurs. 
 

Plagiarism is a serious offence which cannot be resolved directly with the course’s instructor.  
The Associate Deans of the Faculty conduct a rigorous investigation, including an interview with 
the student, when an instructor suspects a piece of work has been plagiarized.  Penalties are 
not trivial. They include a mark of zero for the plagiarized work or a final grade of "F" for the 
course.  
 
Oral Examination: At the discretion of the instructor, students may be required to pass a brief 
oral examination on research papers and essays. 
 
Submission and Return of Term Work: Papers must be handed directly to the instructor and 
will not be date-stamped in the departmental office. Late assignments may be submitted to the 
drop box in the corridor outside B640 Loeb. Assignments will be retrieved every business day at 
4 p.m., stamped with that day's date, and then distributed to the instructor.  For essays not 
returned in class please attach a stamped, self-addressed envelope if you wish to have your 
assignment returned by mail.  Please note that assignments sent via fax or email will not be 
accepted. Final exams are intended solely for the purpose of evaluation and will not be 
returned. 
 
Grading: Assignments and exams will be graded with a percentage grade. To convert this to a 
letter grade or to the university 12-point system, please refer to the following table. 
 
Percentage Letter grade 12-point scale Percentage Letter grade 12-point scale 
90-100 A+ 12 67-69 C+ 6 
85-89 A 11 63-66 C 5 
80-84 A- 10 60-62 C- 4 
77-79 B+ 9 57-59 D+ 3 
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73-76 B 8 53-56 D 2 
70-72 B- 7 50-52 D- 1 

 
Grades:  Final grades are derived from the completion of course assignments.  Failure to write 
the final exam will result in the grade ABS.  Deferred final exams are available ONLY if the 
student is in good standing in the course. 
 
Approval of final grades: Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor subject 
to the approval of the Faculty Dean. This means that grades submitted by an instructor may be 
subject to revision. No grades are final until they have been approved by the Dean. 
 
Carleton E-mail Accounts: All email communication to students from the Department of 
Political Science will be via official Carleton university e-mail accounts and/or cuLearn.  As 
important course and University information is distributed this way, it is the student’s 
responsibility to monitor their Carleton and cuLearn accounts.  
 
Carleton Political Science Society: The Carleton Political Science Society (CPSS) has made 
its mission to provide a social environment for politically inclined students and faculty. Holding 
social events, debates, and panel discussions, CPSS aims to involve all political science 
students at Carleton University. Our mandate is to arrange social and academic activities in 
order to instill a sense of belonging within the Department and the larger University community. 
Members can benefit through numerous opportunities which will complement both academic 
and social life at Carleton University. To find out more, visit 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/politicalsciencesociety/ 
or come to our office in Loeb D688. 
 
Official Course Outline: The course outline posted to the Political Science website is the 
official course outline.  
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/politicalsciencesociety/
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