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Carleton University                                                   

Winter 2017 

Political Science 

 

 

 

PSCI 2302-A 

History of Political Thought II 

2:35 p.m. – 4:25 p.m., Thursday 

  Please confirm location on Carleton Central 

 

 

Instructor:  Caleb Chaplin 

Office: Loeb B641 

Office Hours: 12:30 p.m. – 1:30 p.m., Thursday 

Email: caleb.chaplin@carleton.ca 

Phone: (613) 520-2600 x3052 

 

 

Course Description 

 

This course introduces students to ideas in the history of modern political thought.  The reading 

material selected represents the sort of questions that will be raised over the course.  Political 

theory provides an approach to questions that are not easily answered by quantitative methods.  

Questions such as:  What in human nature pertains to politics?  Why are some political 

institutions legitimate and others illegitimate?  Why do some political orders emphasize liberty 

more than order, and vice versa?  Are there limits to the degree of freedom that individuals can 

enjoy?  How much authority should the state hold over individuals?  How does scientific 

education influence political beliefs?  What institutional commonalities and differences are there 

between industrial and pre-industrial societies?  Economics and politics influence each other, but 

how and to what degree?  Why does democracy develop in some places and not others?  Are 

there alternative political orders that provide for greater opportunity for human flourishing?  

Such considerations are not new, and have been investigated by many astute thinkers from 

different times and places.  Several famous examples are selected to assist our inquiry into these 

issues, drawn from the history of Western political philosophy.  These works are a product of the 

authors reflecting on the crises of their day, so the lectures will include historical background 

material to provide context for the readings.  Neither the authors, nor their works, are necessarily 

correct in all the recommendations they arrive at, but by studying their insights we can better 

understand our own political context, and in doing so open the way for the improvement of 

judgement, decision-making, and leadership.  

 

The course is structured in such a way that students will develop stronger analytic and 

interpretive skills through reading complex philosophical works from primary sources.  When 

taken together the lectures, essays, and tutorials will all facilitate the development of listening, 

writing, and speaking. 
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Required Texts: 

  

We are using these specific editions because they are of the highest quality by academic 

standards.  Lectures will include frequent reference to page numbers of these texts; use of any 

other edition may inhibit efforts at meeting the learning objectives for this course.  Internet 

copies may not be helpful because the assignments require proper academic citations by page 

number.  Students are encouraged to bring the relevant text to class, to better follow along with 

the lectures and facilitate tutorial discussions.  Readings are supplementary to the lectures, not a 

replacement, intended to assist the students understanding of the course fundamentals. 

 

Available at the Carleton Bookstore: 

 Machiavelli, The Prince, trans. Harvey Mansfield (University of Chicago Press, 1998). 

 Hobbes, Leviathan, ed. Edwin Curley (Indianapolis: Hackett, 1994). 

 Locke, Second Treatise of Government, ed. C. B. Macpherson (Indianapolis: Hackett, 

1980). 

 Rousseau, The First and Second Discourses, trans. Roger Masters (Boston: Bedford-

St.Martin’s, 1964). 

 Marx, The Communist Manifesto, ed. David McLellan (Oxford: University Press, 2008). 

 Mill, On Liberty, ed. Elizabeth Rapaport (Indianapolis: Hackett, 1978). 

Available on CUlearn in .pdf format: 

 Hume, Essays Moral, Political, and Literary (selections) 

 Smith, An Inquiry into the Nature and Causes of the Wealth of Nations (selections) 

 

Course Requirements and Evaluation (detailed below) 

 

 Attendance and tutorial participation  15% 

 Feb 16 – Short review essay, 5pp  10% 

 Feb 16 – Mid-term exam   25% 

 Apr 06 – End of term essay, 10pp  20% 

 T.B.A. – Final exam    30% 

 

Lecture Attendance, Tutorial Participation 

 

The lectures carry the substance of the course, supplemented by readings.  Lecture attendance is 

mandatory.  The lectures are not a replacement for the readings, nor will lectures focus solely on 

explanation of the readings.  Students are expected to read the assigned texts prior to the lecture.  

Lectures will examine the texts in light of the broader issues of the course, with the aim of 

providing students access to the fundamental ideas that have influenced Western political 

thought.   
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Tutorial participation is an important dimension of this course.  There is limited time during the 

lectures to field questions from all students, so the tutorials provide an opportunity to pose 

additional questions about the lecture and readings.  The tutorial groups are much smaller, 

facilitating conversation and open dialogue.  Marks are earned by participating in the discussion, 

and contributing in a way that is meaningful yet respectful of differing opinions.  Some students 

will disagree with the conclusions asserted in the readings or lectures, and that is acceptable.  

The TA is there to facilitate conversation and reflection on the ideas presented in the course, to 

evaluate student participation, and grade assignments.  Disrespect towards TAs will not be 

tolerated. 

 

The instructor’s lecture notes will not be provided to students.  If a lecture is missed, students are 

expected to coordinate with one another to catch up on missed material. 

 

Exams 
 

The exams are based primarily on the lectures.  The exams will consist of a variety of true/false, 

multiple-choice, and short answers to questions.  The mid-term is scheduled on the last class 

before the winter break, February 16.  (Note: the short review is due on same day, in class, so 

be sure to arrive with a printed copy ready for submission; electronic submissions will not be 

considered.) 

 

The final exam will draw from the entire course, lectures and texts included.  The format will 

resemble the mid-term, but with the addition of an essay portion.  The University will schedule 

the final exam, during the regular exam period.   

 

Essays 

 

The essay assignments are based on the course texts, supplemented by lecture materials.  For the 

short review essay, you will be asked to select a passage drawn from the course texts.  You will 

be asked to reflect on the passage and write a brief, formal review that addresses the themes 

presented in this course.  Double-spaced, 12 point font, 1” margins.  The short review is due in 

class on same day as the mid-exam exam, February 16.  It will be returned during tutorials. 

 

The end of term essay is based on a broad question that will ask you to write a formal essay in 

response.  No external sources are permitted.  The student will be asked to draw on one or two of 

the course texts, to formulate an argument regarding themes raised in this course.  It is due in 

class, on the last day, April 6.  They may be retrieved from the Instructor after the final exam 

concludes. 

 

EMAIL SUBMISSIONS WILL NOT BE CONSIDERED.  

 

NOTE: essays delivered to the Department drop box, rather than the lecture, will be graded as a 

late submission (see below). 
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Late Penalties 
 

Essays are due in class.  If an essay is left in the Department drop box it will receive a mandatory 

late penalty, even if submitted before 4 p.m. on the due date.  The drop box is emptied every day 

at 4 p.m. and all items collected at that time are date-stamped with that day’s date.  Do not email 

the instructor or TAs your assignment without prior consent.   

 

Late assignments lose a partial letter grade for each day late, including the day left in the drop 

box.  For example, if a late submission essay earned a B it would instead receive a B-; an essay 

that earned a C- would be reduced to a D; and so on.  For each day late, the essay loses another 

partial grade.  

 

If an exam is missed there is no opportunity to write a make-up exam.  The only exception is 

for medically-documented emergencies involving birth, death, disease and warre.   

 

Course Schedule 
 

Week 1, Jan 5: Introduction to modern political thought; no tutorials 

Week 2, Jan 12: Machiavelli, The Prince, chapters I-VIII; tutorials begin 

Week 3, Jan 19: Hobbes, Leviathan, Introduction and ch. X, XI, XIII, XIV 

Week 4, Jan 26: Hobbes, Leviathan, ch. XVII, XVIII, XXI 

Week 5, Feb 2: Locke, Second Treatise of Government, ch. I-V 

Week 6, Feb 9:  Rousseau, First Discourse (p.33-64) 

Week 7, Feb 16: Rousseau, Second Discourse, First Part (p.101-141); please note the 

Mid-term exam; Short review essay is due in class 

Week 8, Feb 23: WINTER BREAK – no classes or tutorials 

Week 9, Mar 2: Hume, Essays, “Of the Liberty of the Press,” “Of Commerce,” “Of the 

Jealousy of Trade” (available on CUlearn)  

Week 10, Mar 9: Smith, Wealth of Nations, Bk.I.i-iv (p.13-46) (available on CUlearn) 

Week 11, Mar16: Marx, The Communist Manifesto (p.1-37) 

Week 12, Mar 23: Mill, On Liberty, part 1 and 2 

Week 13, Mar 30: Mill, On Liberty, part 3 and 4 

Week 14, Apr 6: Course Review; Term essay due in class 
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Academic Accommodations 

The Paul Menton Centre for Students with Disabilities (PMC) provides services to students with 
Learning Disabilities (LD), psychiatric/mental health disabilities, Attention Deficit Hyperactivity 
Disorder (ADHD), Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD), chronic medical conditions, and 
impairments in mobility, hearing, and vision. If you have a disability requiring academic 
accommodations in this course, please contact PMC at 613-520-6608 or pmc@carleton.ca for a 
formal evaluation. If you are already registered with the PMC, contact your PMC coordinator to 
send me your Letter of Accommodation at the beginning of the term, and no later than two 
weeks before the first in-class scheduled test or exam requiring accommodation (if applicable). 
After requesting accommodation from PMC, meet with me to ensure accommodation 
arrangements are made. Please consult the PMC website for the deadline to request 
accommodations for the formally-scheduled exam (if applicable).  

For Religious Observance: Students requesting accommodation for religious observances 
should apply in writing to their instructor for alternate dates and/or means of satisfying academic 
requirements. Such requests should be made during the first two weeks of class, or as soon as 
possible after the need for accommodation is known to exist, but no later than two weeks before 
the compulsory academic event. Accommodation is to be worked out directly and on an 
individual basis between the student and the instructor(s) involved. Instructors will make 
accommodations in a way that avoids academic disadvantage to the student. Instructors and 
students may contact an Equity Services Advisor for assistance (www.carleton.ca/equity). 
 
For Pregnancy: Pregnant students requiring academic accommodations are encouraged to 
contact an Equity Advisor in Equity Services to complete a letter of accommodation. Then, 
make an appointment to discuss your needs with the instructor at least two weeks prior to the 
first academic event in which it is anticipated the accommodation will be required. 
 
Plagiarism: The University Senate defines plagiarism as “presenting, whether intentional or not, 
the ideas, expression of ideas or work of others as one’s own.”  This can include:   
 

 reproducing or paraphrasing portions of someone else’s published or unpublished material, 
regardless of the source, and presenting these as one’s own without proper citation or 
reference to the original source; 

 submitting a take-home examination, essay, laboratory report or other assignment written, in 
whole or in part, by someone else; 

 using ideas or direct, verbatim quotations, or paraphrased material, concepts, or ideas without 
appropriate acknowledgment in any academic assignment; 

 using another’s data or research findings; 

 failing to acknowledge sources through the use of proper citations when using another’s works 
and/or failing to use quotation marks; 

 handing in "substantially the same piece of work for academic credit more than once without 
prior written permission of the course instructor in which the submission occurs. 
 

Plagiarism is a serious offence which cannot be resolved directly with the course’s instructor.  
The Associate Deans of the Faculty conduct a rigorous investigation, including an interview with 
the student, when an instructor suspects a piece of work has been plagiarized.  Penalties are 
not trivial. They may include a mark of zero for the plagiarized work or a final grade of "F" for the 
course.  
Student or professor materials created for this course (including presentations and posted 
notes, labs, case studies, assignments and exams) remain the intellectual property of the 
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author(s). They are intended for personal use and may not be reproduced or redistributed 
without prior written consent of the author(s). 
 
Submission and Return of Term Work: Papers must be submitted directly to the instructor 
according to the instructions in the course outline and will not be date-stamped in the 
departmental office. Late assignments may be submitted to the drop box in the corridor outside 
B640 Loeb. Assignments will be retrieved every business day at 4 p.m., stamped with that day's 
date, and then distributed to the instructor.  For essays not returned in class please attach a 
stamped, self-addressed envelope if you wish to have your assignment returned by mail.  
Final exams are intended solely for the purpose of evaluation and will not be returned. 

Grading:  Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor, subject to the approval of 
the faculty Dean. Final standing in courses will be shown by alphabetical grades. The system of 
grades used, with corresponding grade points is: 

 

Percentage Letter grade 12-point scale Percentage Letter grade 12-point scale 

90-100 A+ 12 67-69 C+ 6 

85-89 A 11 63-66 C 5 

80-84 A- 10 60-62 C- 4 

77-79 B+ 9 57-59 D+ 3 

73-76 B 8 53-56 D 2 

70-72 B- 7 50-52 D- 1 

 
 
Approval of final grades: Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor subject 
to the approval of the Faculty Dean. This means that grades submitted by an instructor may be 
subject to revision. No grades are final until they have been approved by the Dean. 
 
Carleton E-mail Accounts: All email communication to students from the Department of 
Political Science will be via official Carleton university e-mail accounts and/or cuLearn.  As 
important course and University information is distributed this way, it is the student’s 
responsibility to monitor their Carleton and cuLearn accounts.  
 
Carleton Political Science Society: The Carleton Political Science Society (CPSS) has made 
its mission to provide a social environment for politically inclined students and faculty. Holding 
social events, debates, and panel discussions, CPSS aims to involve all political science 
students at Carleton University. Our mandate is to arrange social and academic activities in 
order to instill a sense of belonging within the Department and the larger University community. 
Members can benefit through numerous opportunities which will complement both academic 
and social life at Carleton University. To find out more, visit 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/politicalsciencesociety/ 
or come to our office in Loeb D688. 
 
Official Course Outline: The course outline posted to the Political Science website is the 
official course outline.  
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