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Carleton University  Winter 2014                                           
Department of Political Science  
 

PSCI 2500 A 
GENDER AND POLITICS 

Thursdays 11:35 - 13:25  
Please confirm location on Carleton Central. 

                            
 
Instructor:  Kyle Jackson 
Office:  B645                                                                            
Office Hours: Thursdays, 13:25–14:55 or by appointment 
Telephone:   613 520 2600 ext. 1657 (only have access to this telephone during office 
hours) 
Email :  KyleB.Jackson@carleton.ca  
 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION, AIMS, AND OBJECTIVES 
 

What is feminism? Why is gender political? Does feminism implicate men as well as 
women? Does feminism implicate political parties and legislatures? Does feminism have 
something to say about art and culture? These are just some of the questions considered in 
Gender and Politics: “Introduction to Feminisms/Feminisms in the News.” The course begins 
with important background information about feminisms presented by the instructor in lecture 
format. Key concepts in gender and politics, the “waves” of feminism, as well as recurring 
themes in feminism’s history (for example, differences among women) will be outlined. Each 
subsequent week of the course will then constitute an investigation of a different school of 
feminist thought and practice. In the tutorials, students will apply the different schools of 
thought/practice to national, global, local, and transnational news stories of their own choosing. 
Connecting the assigned feminist writings and lectures to gender and politics news stories will be 
accomplished via student-led group presentations and discussions in the weekly tutorial sessions.  

 
The course as a whole seeks to mediate the tension between political theory and the more 

empirical or practical dimensions of politics. To this end, discussion will take place in lecture in 
addition to tutorials. The course also encourages students to bring the skills and concepts they 
have learned in other courses into the inherently interdisciplinary world of feminist politics. 
“Introduction to Feminisms/Feminism in the News” will therefore not only function as an 
introduction to the big concepts, issues, debates, and schools of thought in feminism, as 
conveyed by key texts and their application, but will also allow students to expand their 
understanding of the parameters of the political. 

COURSE TEXT 

Mandatory Course Textbook:  Kolmar, Wendy, and Bartkowski, Frances (eds.). Feminist 
Theory: A Reader Fourth Edition. New York: McGraw-Hill, 2013. * Some of the specific course 
readings listed might be subject to slight changes to reflect the new edition of the reader. 
Available for purchase at campus bookstore 

mailto:KyleB.Jackson@carleton.ca
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*All readings available in the course textbook. 

 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS AND GRADING CRITERIA 

Critical Thinking Essay; 25%: Students are required to write a 10-page essay, double-
spaced, making use of readings and lectures from the course. Students must develop their 
own voice or argument in relation to some aspect of the material. The critical thinking 
essay will constitute 25% of the student’s grade. Critical thinking essays are to be written 
in proper essay format, including with citations and a works cited. The critical thinking 
essay must be submitted in class (not in tutorial) on Thursday March 20.th Essays handed 
in at the Political Science drop box rather than in class will receive a late penalty of 5% if 
they are handed in on March 20.th Every day that the essay is late will result in an 
additional 5% penalty. For example, an essay handed into the drop box on March 21st 
will be docked 10% (5% for not handing in in class and 5% for being one day late), while 
an essay handed into the drop box on Monday March 24th will be docked 15%. 
Extensions will only be granted in extenuating circumstances of documented mental or 
physical illness, or family crises. As with all of the graded work in the course, an 
extension or rescheduling may also be granted by the instructor in the case of religious, 
spiritual and/or cultural practices or observances. Essays will be handed back in class 
(not tutorial).  
 
Tutorial Attendance, Participation and Presentation; 25%: All students are required 
to attend weekly tutorial sessions commencing in the second week of class. Tutorials will 
focus on the readings and lecture from the previous week. Students are expected to attend 
all tutorials and participate actively in order to achieve the best possible mark. Group 
presentations connecting the schools of feminist thought/practice to news stories of the 
students’ own selection will take place in each tutorial, beginning in week 3 of the 
course. The presentation may include a creative component such as a song, poem or 
symbolic dance invented and performed by the presenters. More information on the 
tutorial presentation will be provided by the TAs in tutorial. Each student’s mark for the 
tutorial will derive from a combination of attendance, participation, and a group 
presentation in one of the tutorials. More information on the expectations for tutorials 
will be provided in class. Tutorial marks will be conveyed to students by the TAs in the 
last tutorial. 
 
Midterm; 25%: a two-hour, in-class midterm exam worth 25% of the student’s grade 
will take place on February 27 during regular class hours. Everyone is expected to write 
the midterm on this date and at this time. The midterm will be made up of essay-style 
questions that test readings and lectures up to and including the lecture on February 13. 
More information on the midterm will be provided in class. Marked midterms will be 
handed back in class (not tutorial). 
 
Final Exam; 25%: A final exam worth 25% of the student’s grade will be scheduled 
during the formal exam period sometime between April 11th and 26.th The final exam 
length (2 hours) and format (essay questions/answers) will be the same as the midterm. 
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Unlike the midterm, the final exam will cover all weeks of the course. More information 
on the final exam will be provided in class. 

COURSE SCHEDULE   

*All readings listed are assigned. 

Thursday January 9: Introduction to the course, key concepts in gender and politics, and 
key concepts in media analysis 

No assigned readings. 

 

Thursday January 16: Feminism: key concepts, big debates, and historical overview 
*Tutorials begin this week 

Kolmar and Bartkowski (course textbook), pages 2-6, 42-60, 62-63, 136-137, 196-197, 290-291, 
382-383, 530-531.   

 

Thursday January 23: Film Screening and Discussion *Tutorial presentations begin this 
week based on previous week’s lecture material 

Screening of the film, “The F Word, the Story of Feminism” 

No assigned readings this week 

 

Thursday January 30: First Wave and “Early” Feminist Contributions 

11. “Declaration of Sentiments” from The History of Women’s Suffrage (1848), Elizabeth Cady 
Stanton 

13. “Ain’t I a Woman?” (1851), Sojourner Truth 

40. Introduction and Chapter 12 from The Second Sex (1949), Simone de Beauvoir 

 

Thursday February 6: Of Liberal Feminisms and Radical Feminisms 

9. Chapters II, VII, and XIII from A Vindication of the Rights of Woman (1792), Mary 
Wollstonecraft 
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19. “Why I Became A ‘Woman’s-Rights Man’” from The Life and Times of Frederick Douglass 
(1882), Frederick Douglass 

46. “Theory of Sexual Politics” from Sexual Politics (1969), Kate Millett 

49. From The Dialectic of Sex (1970), Shulamith Firestone  

 

Thursday February 13: Anarchist and Socialist Feminisms 

26. “The Traffic in Women” from Anarchism and Other Essays (1910), Emma Goldman 

72. “The Unhappy Marriage of Marxism and Feminism: Towards a More Progressive Union” 
(1981), Heidi Hartmann 

 

Thursday February 20: Reading Week; No Class 

 

Thursday February 27: In-class Midterm Exam  

 

Thursday March 6: Intersectionality 

96. “Intersectionality and Identity Politics: Learning from Violence against Women of Color” 
(1997), Kimberle Crenshaw 

85. “Feminism: A Transformational Politic” From Talking Back: Thinking Black, Thinking 
Feminist (1989), bell hooks 

 

Thursday March 13: Lesbian Feminisms 

55. “Not for Lesbians Only” (1975), Charlotte Bunch 

71. “Compulsory Heterosexuality and Lesbian Existence” (1980) from Blood, Bread, and Poetry 
(1984), Adrienne Rich 

 

Thursday March 20: Black Feminisms and Women of Colour *Critical Thinking Essay 
Due in Class 

90. From Black Feminist Thought (1990), Patricia Hill Collins 



5 
 

62. “Chicana Feminism” (1976), Anna NietoGomez 

 

Thursday March 27: Indigenous, Third World, Postcolonial and Transnational Feminisms 

94. “Mothers of Our Nations: Indigenous Women Address the World” (1995), Winona LaDuke 

75. “Under Western Eyes: Feminist Scholarship and Colonial Discourses” (1984) from Third 
World Women and the Politics of Feminism, Chandra Talpade Mohanty 

 

Thursday April 3: Post-Structural and Post-Modern Feminisms, Queer Theory, and 
“Critical Identities” 

89. From Gender Trouble: Feminism and the Subversion of Identity (1990), Judith Butler 

98. “Transgender Butch: Butch/FTM Border Wars and the Masculine Continuum” from Female 
Masculinity (1998), Judith Halberstam 

 
 
Academic Accommodations 

The Paul Menton Centre for Students with Disabilities (PMC) provides services to students with 
Learning Disabilities (LD), psychiatric/mental health disabilities, Attention Deficit Hyperactivity 
Disorder (ADHD), Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD), chronic medical conditions, and 
impairments in mobility, hearing, and vision. If you have a disability requiring academic 
accommodations in this course, please contact PMC at 613-520-6608 or pmc@carleton.ca for a 
formal evaluation. If you are already registered with the PMC, contact your PMC coordinator to 
send me your Letter of Accommodation at the beginning of the term, and no later than two 
weeks before the first in-class scheduled test or exam requiring accommodation (if applicable). 
After requesting accommodation from PMC, meet with me to ensure accommodation 
arrangements are made. Please consult the PMC website for the deadline to request 
accommodations for the formally-scheduled exam (if applicable).  

For Religious Observance: Students requesting accommodation for religious observances 
should apply in writing to their instructor for alternate dates and/or means of satisfying academic 
requirements. Such requests should be made during the first two weeks of class, or as soon as 
possible after the need for accommodation is known to exist, but no later than two weeks before 
the compulsory academic event. Accommodation is to be worked out directly and on an 
individual basis between the student and the instructor(s) involved. Instructors will make 
accommodations in a way that avoids academic disadvantage to the student. Instructors and 
students may contact an Equity Services Advisor for assistance (www.carleton.ca/equity). 
 
For Pregnancy: Pregnant students requiring academic accommodations are encouraged to 
contact an Equity Advisor in Equity Services to complete a letter of accommodation. Then, 
make an appointment to discuss your needs with the instructor at least two weeks prior to the 
first academic event in which it is anticipated the accommodation will be required. 
 

mailto:pmc@carleton.ca
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Plagiarism: The University Senate defines plagiarism as “presenting, whether intentional or not, 
the ideas, expression of ideas or work of others as one’s own.”  This can include:   
 
• reproducing or paraphrasing portions of someone else’s published or unpublished material, 

regardless of the source, and presenting these as one’s own without proper citation or 
reference to the original source; 

• submitting a take-home examination, essay, laboratory report or other assignment written, in 
whole or in part, by someone else; 

• using ideas or direct, verbatim quotations, or paraphrased material, concepts, or ideas without 
appropriate acknowledgment in any academic assignment; 

• using another’s data or research findings; 
• failing to acknowledge sources through the use of proper citations when using another’s works 

and/or failing to use quotation marks; 
• handing in "substantially the same piece of work for academic credit more than once without 

prior written permission of the course instructor in which the submission occurs. 
 

Plagiarism is a serious offence which cannot be resolved directly with the course’s instructor.  
The Associate Deans of the Faculty conduct a rigorous investigation, including an interview with 
the student, when an instructor suspects a piece of work has been plagiarized.  Penalties are 
not trivial. They include a mark of zero for the plagiarized work or a final grade of "F" for the 
course.  
 
Oral Examination: At the discretion of the instructor, students may be required to pass a brief 
oral examination on research papers and essays. 
 
Submission and Return of Term Work: Papers must be handed directly to the instructor and 
will not be date-stamped in the departmental office. Late assignments may be submitted to the 
drop box in the corridor outside B640 Loeb. Assignments will be retrieved every business day at 
4 p.m., stamped with that day's date, and then distributed to the instructor.  For essays not 
returned in class please attach a stamped, self-addressed envelope if you wish to have your 
assignment returned by mail.  Please note that assignments sent via fax or email will not be 
accepted. Final exams are intended solely for the purpose of evaluation and will not be 
returned. 
 
Grading: Assignments and exams will be graded with a percentage grade. To convert this to a 
letter grade or to the university 12-point system, please refer to the following table. 
 
Percentage Letter grade 12-point scale Percentage Letter grade 12-point scale 
90-100 A+ 12 67-69 C+ 6 
85-89 A 11 63-66 C 5 
80-84 A- 10 60-62 C- 4 
77-79 B+ 9 57-59 D+ 3 
73-76 B 8 53-56 D 2 
70-72 B- 7 50-52 D- 1 

 
Grades:  Final grades are derived from the completion of course assignments.  Failure to write 
the final exam will result in the grade ABS.  Deferred final exams are available ONLY if the 
student is in good standing in the course. 
 
Approval of final grades: Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor subject 
to the approval of the Faculty Dean. This means that grades submitted by an instructor may be 
subject to revision. No grades are final until they have been approved by the Dean. 
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Carleton E-mail Accounts: All email communication to students from the Department of 
Political Science will be via official Carleton university e-mail accounts and/or cuLearn.  As 
important course and University information is distributed this way, it is the student’s 
responsibility to monitor their Carleton and cuLearn accounts.  
 
Carleton Political Science Society: The Carleton Political Science Society (CPSS) has made 
its mission to provide a social environment for politically inclined students and faculty. Holding 
social events, debates, and panel discussions, CPSS aims to involve all political science 
students at Carleton University. Our mandate is to arrange social and academic activities in 
order to instill a sense of belonging within the Department and the larger University community. 
Members can benefit through numerous opportunities which will complement both academic 
and social life at Carleton University. To find out more, visit 
http://facebook.com/CarletonPoliticalScienceSociety or come to our office in Loeb D688. 
 
Official Course Outline: The course outline posted to the Political Science website is the 
official course outline.  
 
 
 

http://facebook.com/CarletonPoliticalScienceSociety

