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OVERVIEW 
A look at our daily lives reveals how embedded we are in the dynamics of International Relations. 
The periodic increases in the prices of petrol and the changes in the security procedures carried out 
at the nearest airports are occasioned by developments in places far away from where we live. As a 
result, to fully comprehend our affairs, it is necessary to have an understanding of the developments 
in different parts of the world. This course will help you in understanding these linkages. You will be 
initiated to two basic forms of linkages. The first will examine those linkages which are established 
among states. Typically, inter-state linkages have been studied in the form of political and economic 
relations among states. The second will examine linkages that are made between communities and 
classes that cut across state/national boundaries. To help you comprehend these ties better, different 
theories of International Relations will be examined. While some, such as Realism, are good at 
helping us understand inter-state linkages, others, like Social Constructivism, help us understand 
issues such as identity and religion and how they shape global dynamics. By studying the inter-
connections and the theories that help us understand them, the course will equip you to undertake 
further advanced studies in International Relations. Besides lectures by the instructor, videos and 
class discussions will be used as methods to help you think through the various issues and theories 
touched upon in class. 
 
 
COURSE TEXT 
John Baylis, Steve Smith and Patricia Owens, The Globalization of World Politics, 5th Ed. (New York: 
Oxford University Press, 2011). Available at the Carleton University Book Store. [Required] 
 
 
 
OBJECTIVES 
By the end of the course, you will: 

- Be able to appreciate the strengths and weaknesses of the main theoretical approaches in IR. 

- Be able to appreciate how different theories can help us approach a given issue from 

different directions and uncover its different facets. 



- Gain an understanding of some “classic” issues in IR such as wars, and also learn about 

newer concerns such as Humanitarian Intervention. 

 
 
EVALUATION 

- Attendance: 10% 
- Group Presentation: 5% 
- Reaction Piece: 15% 
- Mid-Term Exam: 25% 
- End-Term Exam: 45% 

 
 
Attendance: You are expected to regularly attend classes and take part in the discussions and 
debates. While you are free to debate, be respectful of your classmates, and always make it a point to 
contest the argument, and not the person per se. To make good use of the limited time we have in 
class, try to formulate a coherent line of reasoning before contributing to class discussions. An 
attendance sheet will be circulated in each class which you have to sign. Exemptions will be made 
only in cases of medical and other emergency, for which valid documentation has to be provided to 
me. 
 
 
Group Presentation: The 25th of July will be devoted to group presentations based on the topics 
that have been covered till that day. Further details on this will be provided to the class on the first 
day of the semester. The grades for the presentation will be made available on the 3rd of August.  
 
 
Reaction Piece: You are expected to write an 8 page double-spaced reaction piece that is due in 
class in hard copy format on the 3rd of August, 2011. On the first day of class, I will provide you 
with a list of articles/readings that you will have to study and react to. Specifically, you will be 
expected to do the following: (i) Competently summarize what the author is arguing [app. 1 page] (ii) 
Identify the strengths and weaknesses of the argument [app. 3-4 pages] (iii) Pick one glaring 
shortcoming and expand on it, using the theoretical approaches we have looked at in class [3-4 
pages]. You can use up to 5 sources to bolster your views. The evaluated papers will be returned on 
the 15th of August in class.         
 
 
Mid Term Exam: You will be taking a Mid-Term Exam on the 18th of July. The exam will be of 1 
hour duration and the exams will be evaluated and returned to you on the 25th of July in class. All 
the material covered in class till the 13th of July (the class prior to the exam) will appear in the exam. 
Further details as regards the exam will be provided by me in the days leading up to the exam. 
 
 
End Term Exam: You will be taking the End-Term Exam any time between the 18th and 23rd of 
August, as will be decided by the University. The exam will be of 3 hours duration and will include 
only those topics covered from the 18th of July onwards. The End Term Exam will NOT include 
the material that has been covered in the Mid Term Exams.  
 



Web CT: Grades will be uploaded on to the Web CT. Announcements and other relevant material 
for the course will also be put up on Web CT.  Students are advised to regularly check their Web CT 
accounts. I will be available on my connect account (see above) as also on Web CT.   
 
 
Submission and Return of Term Work: Papers must be handed directly to the instructor and will 
not be date-stamped in the departmental office. Late assignments may be submitted to the drop box 
in the corridor outside B640 Loeb. Assignments will be retrieved every business day at 4 p.m., 
stamped with that day's date, and then distributed to the instructor.  For essays not returned in class 
please attach a stamped, self-addressed envelope if you wish to have your assignment returned by 
mail.  Please note that assignments sent via fax or email will not be accepted. Final exams are 
intended solely for the purpose of evaluation and will not be returned. 
An assignment that has been submitted 1 day late, without the required documentation, will lose 
1/3rd of a grade point (for example, a reduction from A to A-).  
 
*NOTE* Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor subject to the approval of the 
Faculty Dean. This means that grades submitted by an instructor may be subject to revision. No 
grades are final until they have been approved by the Dean. 
 
 

CLASS SCHEDULES AND READINGS 
 

 Class 1 (July 4th): Introduction, logistics and course overview. No assigned readings.  
 

 Class 2 (July 6th): Baylis and Smith, Chapter 3: International History, 1900-1990  
                            Group Discussions. 
 

 Class 3 (July 11th): 1st half of class - Video on Realism  
                                          2nd half - Baylis and Smith, Chapter 5: Realism  

 

 Class 4 (July 13th): Baylis and Smith, Chapter 6: Liberalism  
                              Video on the League of Nations 
 

 Class 5 (July 18th): 1st half of class - **MID TERM EXAM** 
                              2nd half: Baylis and Smith, Chapter 23: Nuclear Proliferation  
 

 Class 6 (July 20th): Baylis and Smith, Chapter 8: Marxist Theories of IR 
                             Group Discussion 
 

 Class 7 (July 25th): **Group presentations**  
 

 Class 8 (July 27th): Baylis and Smith, Chapter 15: International Political Economy  
                           Video on Empire   
 

 August 1st: CIVIC HOLIDAY, NO CLASS 
 

 Class 9 (August 3rd): ** REACTION PIECES DUE TODAY**  



                              Baylis and Smith, Chapter 9: Social Constructivism  
                              Baylis and Smith, Chapter 16: Gender in World Politics 
 

 Class 10 (August 8th): Baylis and Smith, Chapter 31: Humanitarian Intervention in World 
Politics  
 

 Class 11 (August 10th): Baylis and Smith, Chapter 13: The Changing Character of War    
Group Discussion 

 

 Class 12 (August 15th): Baylis and Smith, Chapter 30: Human Rights 
 
 

Academic Accommodations 
 
For students with Disabilities: Students with disabilities requiring academic accommodations in 
this course must register with the Paul Menton Centre for Students with Disabilities (500 University 
Centre) for a formal evaluation of disability-related needs. Registered PMC students are required to 
contact the centre (613-520-6608) every term to ensure that the instructor receives your request for 
accommodation. After registering with the PMC, make an appointment to meet with the instructor 
in order to discuss your needs at least two weeks before the first assignment is due or the first 
in-class test/midterm requiring accommodations. If you require accommodation for your 
formally scheduled exam(s) in this course, please submit your request for accommodation to PMC 
by July 29th for August examinations. 
 
For Religious Observance: Students requesting accommodation for religious observances should 
apply in writing to their instructor for alternate dates and/or means of satisfying academic 
requirements. Such requests should be made during the first two weeks of class, or as soon as 
possible after the need for accommodation is known to exist, but no later than two weeks before the 
compulsory academic event. Accommodation is to be worked out directly and on an individual basis 
between the student and the instructor(s) involved. Instructors will make accommodations in a way 
that avoids academic disadvantage to the student. Instructors and students may contact an Equity 
Services Advisor for assistance (www.carleton.ca/equity). 
 
For Pregnancy: Pregnant students requiring academic accommodations are encouraged to contact 
an Equity Advisor in Equity Services to complete a letter of accommodation. Then, make an 
appointment to discuss your needs with the instructor at least two weeks prior to the first academic 
event in which it is anticipated the accommodation will be required. 
 
Plagiarism: The University Senate defines plagiarism as “presenting, whether intentional or not, the 
ideas, expression of ideas or work of others as one’s own.”  This can include:   
 

 reproducing or paraphrasing portions of someone else’s published or unpublished material, 
regardless of the source, and presenting these as one’s own without proper citation or reference to 
the original source; 

 submitting a take-home examination, essay, laboratory report or other assignment written, in 
whole or in part, by someone else; 



 using ideas or direct, verbatim quotations, or paraphrased material, concepts, or ideas without 
appropriate acknowledgment in any academic assignment; 

 using another’s data or research findings; 

 failing to acknowledge sources through the use of proper citations when using another’s works 
and/or failing to use quotation marks; 

 handing in "substantially the same piece of work for academic credit more than once without prior 
written permission of the course instructor in which the submission occurs. 
 

Plagiarism is a serious offence which cannot be resolved directly with the course’s instructor.  The 
Associate Deans of the Faculty conduct a rigorous investigation, including an interview with the 
student, when an instructor suspects a piece of work has been plagiarized.  Penalties are not trivial. 
They include a mark of zero for the plagiarized work or a final grade of "F" for the course.  
 
Oral Examination: At the discretion of the instructor, students may be required to pass a brief oral 
examination on research papers and essays. 
 
Submission and Return of Term Work: Papers must be handed directly to the instructor and will 
not be date-stamped in the departmental office. Late assignments may be submitted to the drop box 
in the corridor outside B640 Loeb. Assignments will be retrieved every business day at 4 p.m., 
stamped with that day's date, and then distributed to the instructor.  For essays not returned in class 
please attach a stamped, self-addressed envelope if you wish to have your assignment returned by 
mail.  Please note that assignments sent via fax or email will not be accepted. Final exams are 
intended solely for the purpose of evaluation and will not be returned. 
 
Approval of final grades: Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor subject to the 
approval of the Faculty Dean. This means that grades submitted by an instructor may be subject to 
revision. No grades are final until they have been approved by the Dean. 
 
Course Requirements: Failure to write the final exam will result in a grade of ABS. FND (Failure 
No Deferred) is assigned when a student's performance is so poor during the term that they cannot 
pass the course even with 100% on the final examination. In such cases, instructors may use this 
notation on the Final Grade Report to indicate that a student has already failed the course due to 
inadequate term work and should not be permitted access to a deferral of the examination. Deferred 
final exams are available ONLY if the student is in good standing in the course. 
 
Connect Email Accounts: All email communication to students from the Department of Political 
Science will be via Connect. Important course and University information is also distributed via the 
Connect email system. It is the student’s responsibility to monitor their Connect account.  
 
Carleton Political Science Society: The Carleton Political Science Society (CPSS) has made its 
mission to provide a social environment for politically inclined students and faculty. Holding social 
events, debates, and panel discussions, CPSS aims to involve all political science students in the 
after-hours academic life at Carleton University. Our mandate is to arrange social and academic 
activities in order to instill a sense of belonging within the Department and the larger University 
community. Members can benefit through numerous opportunities which will complement both 
academic and social life at Carleton University. To find out more, please email 
carletonpss@gmail.com, visit our website at poliscisociety.com, or come to our office in Loeb D688. 

mailto:carletonpss@gmail.com


 
Official Course Outline: The course outline posted to the Political Science website is the official 
course outline. 

 
 
 

 
   

 
   
 


