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Carleton University                                                                 
Fall 2014 
Department of Political Science 
 

PSCI 2602A 
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS: GLOBAL POLITICAL ECONOMY 

Tuesday, 11:35 a.m. – 13:25  
Please confirm location on Carleton Central 

 
 

Instructor: Cristina Rojas 
Office: Loeb D698  
Office Hours: Tuesday 2:00 to 3:00 office Loeb building D 698  
Friday 10:30-11:30 Dunton Tower; office 1504   
Phone: 613 5202600 x 3131     
Email: cristina_rojas@carleton.ca 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Course description 
Content  
 
This course explores different approaches to international political economy (IPE). The class looks in detail at 
the role that state and non-state actors play in global economic and political processes as well as the different 
sources of authority and power structure in the global economy. The class focuses on contemporary issues 
and debates including the financial crises, rules governing global trade, the future of monetary integration, the 
welfare state and the possibility of reducing global inequality.  
I hope to link theoretical discussions with practical examples and to discuss the distinct ways in which workers, 
women, indigenous peoples and migrants are experiencing global crises; but also how governments, 
international institutions and social movements are coping with and proposing alternatives. 
This course attempts to provide perspectives other than those emerging in industrialized countries. I follow the 
connections between the global south and the global north through the argument of scholars positioned in 
different locations because of geography, ethnicity or gender. I also expect students to engage in these 
debates during the one-hour weekly seminars.     
 
Aims and objectives 
 
By the end of this course students will be able to: 
 

- Identify the strengths and weaknesses of the main theoretical approaches to IPE. 
- Demonstrate a critical understanding of some key issues, challenges and transformations in the 

structure of the international economy. 
- Demonstrate knowledge of main concepts of the discipline and how these concepts help us to 

make sense of the trends of the global economy.  
 

 
Texts 

 
Most of the required readings come from this text that can be purchased at the Carleton University Bookstore; 
you are strongly urged to buy it. 
 
 

André Broome, Issues & Actors in the Global Political Economy, Palgrave Macmillan, 2014. 
 
Additional readings are accessible online through the MacOdrum Library or at the Web. 
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Finally, I hope students follow current events in newspapers, journals and websites.  

 
ASSESSMENT, STRUCTURE AND READINGS  
 
 

Assessment Written 
content 

Oral 
presentation 

Total 
 

Due Day 

     
Perspective paper 15% 5% 20% Sept 23-Oct 14 
Issue paper 25% 5% 30% Oct 21-Dec 02 
Seminar participation  10% 10% Ongoing 
Final exam 40%  40% TBA 

Total 80% 20% 100%  
 
 
The course is organized around a combination of weekly lectures and seminars.  
 
Students will meet weekly in one-hour seminars. In the seminars, students present and discuss their written 
work which consists of two short papers. The first paper is a reflection of one IPE perspective; the paper is 
worth 20% of the evaluation; 15% is assigned to the written content and 5% to the oral presentation. The paper 
must have a maximum of 1000 words.  
 
For the second paper the student choses an issue area of the global political economy (a list of themes will be 
posted at cuLearn). The issue paper is worth 30% of the evaluation and has a maximum of 2000 words; 25% is 
assigned to the written content and 5% to the oral presentation. Together the papers make 50% of the course 
evaluation. Each student must do a 5 to 10 minute presentation of his/her paper in the seminar. A student 
who does not present the paper loses the proportion that corresponds to the oral presentation. 
 
The papers will be chosen in advance according to the class schedule during your tutorial group. The due days 
for oral presentation and handing in the paper will be listed in the “Schedule for Presentations”.  On the 
occasion of your scheduled paper, you will draw from your paper (including one optional reading) to make a 
~10 min. presentation to the tutorial group. ” I will make available on cuLearn a “Guide to Written Papers”.    
 
Papers are to be posted to the cuLearn assignments dropbox by 11:59 on the night before the due date. Late 
assignments will be penalized at a rate of 3% per day, including weekends, beginning from 12:00 am on the 
day after the due date. Extensions can only be granted by the instructor, and with few exceptions are only 
granted for medical reasons. Assignments will not be accepted for marking more than 7 days after the due 
date without an extension.  
 
The 10% mark for participation corresponds to your contributions to discussions during the seminars. As with 
the lectures, it is expected that you will complete the readings in order to participate knowledgeably. 
 
There is a three hour final examination (40%) scheduled during the regular examination period, which is 
designed to test your overall comprehension of the course material. This final exam has questions which cover 
all of the lecture and reading material for the course, and will ask you to synthesize key thematic concerns that 
run throughout the entire course. The last class will be a detailed discussion of what may be expected on the 
exam. 
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Schedule for Lectures and Assigned Readings 
 
Sept 9 Introduction: Making sense of the Global Political Economy: Methods of Explanation 
 
Required readings:  
 
Broome, “Introduction to International Political Economy”, pp. 1-15 
 
 
Sept 16 Approaches to GPE: Realist, Liberal and Dependency   
 
Broome, “Theoretical Perspectives in International Political Economy”, pp. 16-23 
 
Robert E Kelly, “No return to the state: dependency and developmentalism against neoliberalism”, 
Development in Practice, Volume 18, Number 3, June 2008, 319-332. 
 
Optional Readings 
 
Helleiner, Eric. 2002. “Economic Nationalism as a Challenge to Economic Liberalism? Lessons from the 19th 
century”, International Studies Quarterly, 46:3, pp 307-329 
 
 
Sept 23 Approaches to GPE: Marxism and Neo-Marxism 
 
Broome, “Marxist International Political Economy”, pp. 23-24 
 
Grinberg, Nicolas, “The Political Economy of Brazilian (Latin American) and Korean (East Asian) Comparative 

Development: Moving Beyond Nation-Centred Approaches”, New Political Economy, 18:2, 2013, 171-197.  
 
Optional Readings 
 
Swyngedouw, Erik. "The Marxian Alternative: Historical-Geographical Materialism and the Political Economy of 

Capitalism." A Companion to Economic Geography. Sheppard, Eric and Trevor J. Barnes (eds). Blackwell 
Publishing, 2002. Blackwell Reference Online. 05 July 2014 
<http://www.blackwellreference.com.proxy.library.carleton.ca/subscriber/tocnode.html?id=g978063123579
8_chunk_g97806312357984> 

 
Robert W. Cox. 1999. “Civil Society at the Turn of the Millenium: prospects for an Alternative World 

Order”, Review of International Studies,  25, 3-28. 
 
Sept 30 Approaches to GPE: Constructivist and Feminist   
 
Broome, “Constructivist International Political Economy” and “Feminist IPE”, pp. 24-27 
 
Beneria, Lourdes. 1999. “Globalisation, Gender and the Davos Man”, Feminist Economics 5:3, 61-83. 
 
Optional readings: 
 
Griffin, Penny 2007. "Refashioning IPE: What and how Gender Analysis Teaches International (Global) 

Political Economy" Review of International Political Economy 14:4: 719–736 
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Oberhauser, Ann M. "Feminism and Economic Geography: Gendering Work and Working Gender." A 
Companion to Economic Geography. Sheppard, Eric and Trevor J. Barnes (eds). Blackwell 
Publishing, 2002. Blackwell Reference Online. 05 July 2014 
http://www.blackwellreference.com.proxy.library.carleton.ca/subscriber/tocnode.html?id=g978063
1235798_chunk_g97806312357985 

 
October 7:  Post-structuralist and Post-Colonial Approaches 
 
Broome, “Poststructuralist IPE”, 27-29 
 
Grosfoguel, Ramon, “The Epistemic Decolonial Turn. Beyond Political Economy Paradigms”, Cultural Studies, 

21:2-3, 2007, 211-223. 
Chandra Tapalde Mohanty. 2003. “Under Western Eyes: Feminist Scholarship and Colonial Discourse” 
 
 
Optional Readings: 
 
Rojas, Cristina. “International Political Economy/Development Otherwise,” Globalizations.  4:4. 573-587. 
 
Quijano, Anibal, “Coloniality of Power, Eurocentrism and Latin America”, Nepantla: Views from the South, 1:3, 

2000, 533-580 (Read only 533-540).  
 
 
October 14 The State, IO and Club Forums   
 
Readings    
        
Broome, “The  Role of the State in the GPE” pp. 52-61; “The role of international organizations” pp 68-72; “The 

G7, the G8 and the G20” pp 84-91 
 
Broome, André and Seabrooke, Leonard, 2012. “Seeing like an International Organization”, New Political 

Economy, 17:1, pp 1-16. 
 
Optional Readings 
 
Cerny, Philips. “The competition state today: from raison d’E´tat to raison du Monde” Policy Studies, 31:1, 
2010, 5-21 
 
 
October 21 Market Actors,  NGOs and Everyday Actors  
 
Broome, A “Market Actors”, pp. 93-111; “Non-Governental Organizations”, 118-123; Everyday Actors “126-131 
Abrahamsen, Rita and Williams, Michael C., 2008, “Public/Private, Global/Local: The Changing Contours of 

Africa’s Security Governance”, Review of African Political Economy, 118, pp.  539-553  
De Sousa Santos, Boaventura. 2008. The World Social Forum and the Global Left. Politics & Society 36, no. 

2:247-270 
 
 
Optional Readings 
 
Janet Conway, “Geographies of Transnational Feminisms: The Politics of Place and Scale in the World march 

of Women” Social Politics 15:2 2008 
 
Sanjeev Khagram, James V. Rikker and Kathryn Sikkink 2002. “From Santiago to Seattle; Transnational 

Advocacy Groups Restructuring World Politics” in Sanjeev Khagram, J. V. Riker and Kathrying Sikkink 

http://www.blackwellreference.com.proxy.library.carleton.ca/subscriber/tocnode.html?id=g9780631235798_chunk_g97806312357985
http://www.blackwellreference.com.proxy.library.carleton.ca/subscriber/tocnode.html?id=g9780631235798_chunk_g97806312357985
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(eds.. Restructuring World Politics. Transnational Social Movements, Networks, and Norms. Minneapolis: 
University of Minnesota Press., 3-23. 

 
 
 
October 28 No class 
 
 
November 4 Global Trade  
 
Broome, “Global Trade”, 140153 
 
Robert Hunter Wade, “What Strategies are Viable for Developing Countries Today? The World Trade 

Organization and the Shrinking of Development Space”, in Review of International Political Economy, 
10:4, 2003, 621-644 

 
Optional Readings 
 
Fridell, Gavin 2010. “Fair Trade, Free Trade and the State”, New Political Economy, Vol. 15:3, p457-470 
 
Gallagher, Kevin P. 2008. “Understanding Developing Countries Resistance to the Doha Round”. Review of 

International Political Economy, 15:1, 62-85. 
 
 
November 11  Global Finance 
 
Broome, “Global Money and National Currencies”, 155-168; “Global Capital Mobility”, 175-178; Financial 

Crises, “187-201 
Roberts, Adrianne, 2013, “Financing Social Reproduction: The Gendered Relations of Debt and Mortgage 

Finance in Twenty-first-century America”, New Political Economy, 18:1, 21-42 
 
Recommended Readings: 
 
Eric Helleiner, “A Bretton Woods Moment? The 2007-2008 crisis and the future of global finance”, International 

Affairs, Vol. 86, no. 3, 2010, pp. 619-36. 
 
Thomson, Grahame, 2010, ‘Financial Globalisation’ and the ‘Crisis’: A Critical Assessment and ‘What is to be 

Done’?, New political Economy, 15:1, 128-145 
 
November 18: Global welfare? 
 
Broome, “Globalization and the welfare state”, pp 222-233 
 
Piketty, T. “A Global Tax on Capital”, Capital in the Twenty-First Century, Cambridge: The Belknap Press of 

Harvard University Press, 2014, pp 515-527 
 
Elias, Juanita, 2010, “Making migrant domestic work visible: The rights based approach to migration and the 

‘challenges of social reproduction’, Review of International Political Economy, 17:5, 840-859. 
 
Optional Readings 
 
Ian Gough (2010) ‘Economic crisis, climate change and the future of the welfare state’ Twenty-First Century 

Society 5(1),  
 
November 25 Globalization, Development and Inequality 
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Broome, “Global Poverty and development”, 235-254 
 

Gudynas, Eduardo, 2011, “Good Life, Germinating Alternatives to Development”, ALAI, América Latina en 
Movimiento, http://alainet.org/active/48054&lang=es 

Optional Readings 
 
Wade, Robert Hunter,2004,  “Is Globalization Reducing Poverty and Inequality?” World Development, 32:4, 

2004, 567-589. 
 
 
December 2 Review and Exam guideline 
 
 
 
Academic Accommodations 

The Paul Menton Centre for Students with Disabilities (PMC) provides services to students with Learning 
Disabilities (LD), psychiatric/mental health disabilities, Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD), Autism 
Spectrum Disorders (ASD), chronic medical conditions, and impairments in mobility, hearing, and vision. If you 
have a disability requiring academic accommodations in this course, please contact PMC at 613-520-6608 or 
pmc@carleton.ca for a formal evaluation. If you are already registered with the PMC, contact your PMC 
coordinator to send me your Letter of Accommodation at the beginning of the term, and no later than two 
weeks before the first in-class scheduled test or exam requiring accommodation (if applicable). After 
requesting accommodation from PMC, meet with me to ensure accommodation arrangements are made. 
Please consult the PMC website for the deadline to request accommodations for the formally-scheduled exam 
(if applicable).  

For Religious Observance: Students requesting accommodation for religious observances should apply in 
writing to their instructor for alternate dates and/or means of satisfying academic requirements. Such requests 
should be made during the first two weeks of class, or as soon as possible after the need for accommodation is 
known to exist, but no later than two weeks before the compulsory academic event. Accommodation is to be 
worked out directly and on an individual basis between the student and the instructor(s) involved. Instructors 
will make accommodations in a way that avoids academic disadvantage to the student. Instructors and 
students may contact an Equity Services Advisor for assistance (www.carleton.ca/equity). 
 
For Pregnancy: Pregnant students requiring academic accommodations are encouraged to contact an Equity 
Advisor in Equity Services to complete a letter of accommodation. Then, make an appointment to discuss your 
needs with the instructor at least two weeks prior to the first academic event in which it is anticipated the 
accommodation will be required. 
 
Plagiarism: The University Senate defines plagiarism as “presenting, whether intentional or not, the ideas, 
expression of ideas or work of others as one’s own.”  This can include:   
 
• reproducing or paraphrasing portions of someone else’s published or unpublished material, regardless of the 

source, and presenting these as one’s own without proper citation or reference to the original source; 
• submitting a take-home examination, essay, laboratory report or other assignment written, in whole or in part, 

by someone else; 
• using ideas or direct, verbatim quotations, or paraphrased material, concepts, or ideas without appropriate 

acknowledgment in any academic assignment; 
• using another’s data or research findings; 

http://alainet.org/active/48054&lang=es
mailto:pmc@carleton.ca
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• failing to acknowledge sources through the use of proper citations when using another’s works and/or failing 
to use quotation marks; 

• handing in "substantially the same piece of work for academic credit more than once without prior written 
permission of the course instructor in which the submission occurs. 
 

Plagiarism is a serious offence which cannot be resolved directly with the course’s instructor.  The Associate 
Deans of the Faculty conduct a rigorous investigation, including an interview with the student, when an 
instructor suspects a piece of work has been plagiarized.  Penalties are not trivial. They include a mark of zero 
for the plagiarized work or a final grade of "F" for the course.  
 
Oral Examination: At the discretion of the instructor, students may be required to pass a brief oral 
examination on research papers and essays. 
 
Submission and Return of Term Work: Papers must be handed directly to the instructor and will not be date-
stamped in the departmental office. Late assignments may be submitted to the drop box in the corridor outside 
B640 Loeb. Assignments will be retrieved every business day at 4 p.m., stamped with that day's date, and 
then distributed to the instructor.  For essays not returned in class please attach a stamped, self-addressed 
envelope if you wish to have your assignment returned by mail.  Please note that assignments sent via fax or 
email will not be accepted. Final exams are intended solely for the purpose of evaluation and will not be 
returned. 
 
Grading: Assignments and exams will be graded with a percentage grade. To convert this to a letter grade or 
to the university 12-point system, please refer to the following table. 
 
Percentage Letter grade 12-point scale Percentage Letter grade 12-point scale 
90-100 A+ 12 67-69 C+ 6 
85-89 A 11 63-66 C 5 
80-84 A- 10 60-62 C- 4 
77-79 B+ 9 57-59 D+ 3 
73-76 B 8 53-56 D 2 
70-72 B- 7 50-52 D- 1 

 
Grades:  Final grades are derived from the completion of course assignments.  Failure to write the final exam 
will result in the grade ABS.  Deferred final exams are available ONLY if the student is in good standing in the 
course. 
 
Approval of final grades: Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor subject to the approval 
of the Faculty Dean. This means that grades submitted by an instructor may be subject to revision. No grades 
are final until they have been approved by the Dean. 
 
Carleton E-mail Accounts: All email communication to students from the Department of Political Science will 
be via official Carleton university e-mail accounts and/or cuLearn.  As important course and University 
information is distributed this way, it is the student’s responsibility to monitor their Carleton and cuLearn 
accounts.  
 
Carleton Political Science Society: The Carleton Political Science Society (CPSS) has made its mission to 
provide a social environment for politically inclined students and faculty. Holding social events, debates, and 
panel discussions, CPSS aims to involve all political science students at Carleton University. Our mandate is to 
arrange social and academic activities in order to instill a sense of belonging within the Department and the 
larger University community. Members can benefit through numerous opportunities which will complement both 
academic and social life at Carleton University. To find out more, visit 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/politicalsciencesociety/ 
or come to our office in Loeb D688. 
 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/politicalsciencesociety/
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Official Course Outline: The course outline posted to the Political Science website is the official course 
outline.  
 
 


