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Carleton University                                    Winter 2014 
Department of Political Science 
 
 
 

PSCI 2602 B 
International Relations: Global Political Economy 

Friday 8:35 a.m. – 10:25 a.m. 
Please confirm location on Carleton Central 

 
 
Instructor:  Tyler Attwood 
Office:   B645 Loeb Building 
Office Hours:  Friday 10:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.  
Phone:  (613) 520-2600 ext. 1657 (no voicemail) 
Email:  tyler.attwood@carleton.ca  
 
 
 
Course description 

This course offers an introduction to Global Political Economy (GPE), understood to be both a 
field of study and an approach to understanding the world of ‘International Relations’. As a field of 
study, GPE encompasses the processes of trade, production, finance, the division of labour, 
“development”, the environment, gender, and ideas as they operate at and across all levels, from 
global to local. As an approach, GPE is rooted in classical political economy, in that it recognizes the 
mutually constitutive nature of politics and economics. This is seen not only in the ways that the 
political and economic influence each other, but also in accepting that the full reality of political 
processes, possibilities, and outcomes cannot be adequately comprehended without reflection on 
associated economic dynamics, and vice versa. The course provides an overview of various classical 
and modern theoretical perspectives within GPE. In addition, the course offers grounding in the 
historical background of, and key ongoing dynamics within, current GPE. Weekly discussion groups 
facilitate discussion on the lecture themes, offer a space to ask questions, and allow students to 
engage with some important arguments in the field.  

 
Course Texts 

There is one required textbook for the course, as well as several required articles. The textbook is 
available at Haven Bookstore (Seneca and Sunnyside) and the Campus Bookstore. Older editions 
of the textbook are not ideal for use in the course as they are somewhat outdated and will not help 
you as much in preparing for the final exam.  

 Robert O’Brien & Marc Williams, Global Political Economy: Evolution and Dynamics, 4th edition, 
Palgrave Macmillan, 2013 

 The required articles (to be used in discussion groups) are available on CU Learn. 
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Details regarding Term Work and Final Exam 
 
All assignments must be completed in order to pass the course. That is, you must submit both 
of the papers and write the final exam in order to pass.  
 
Attendance in the lecture and discussion groups is not mandatory, although you are strongly 
encouraged to attend both. The lectures are designed to clarify and extend the core ideas introduced 
by the readings. As such, you will be better prepared for the final exam if you attend lectures 
regularly. Lecture slides will be posted weekly prior to each class, however the slides are not a 
substitute for doing the reading and taking notes during lectures.  
 
The DGs have a grade component attached to them for participation (10% of your overall course 
mark). There is NO WAY to earn this mark other than attending the DGs and participating 
actively. No extra papers, etc., will be accepted.  
 
Assignments are to be submitted on CU Learn under the relevant assignment drop box link. 
Assignments are due by 11:59pm on the date stated. No hard copies will be accepted.  
 
Assignments submitted late will be penalized 5 points per day late, to a maximum of 10 days, 
after which the assignment will receive a grade of zero.  
 
Extensions are granted only by the instructor, not your TA. You must provide appropriate 
documentation for requests of an extension on medical grounds. See “Academic Accommodations” 
below for additional exceptions.  
 
You should make a habit of regularly backing up your work. Neglecting this responsibility may lead 
to disastrous consequences should your laptop be stolen, your hard drive fail, etc. These 
unfortunate events are not valid excuses for a waiver of late penalties. Using a USB stick, 
external hard drive, a second computer, or some form of cloud storage (Google Drive, Drop Box, 
etc.) is something everyone should really be used to by now!  
 
The first Discussion Group will be held on January 24th. A schedule of dates, topics, and readings 
for the DGs will be provided separately on CU Learn. In order to keep numbers balanced, you 
are not allowed to switch DGs. You must attend the DG you signed up for.  
 
Evaluation  
 
 Participation in discussion groups (10%) – You are expected to attend weekly discussion 
group sessions beginning on January 24th. Your mark for the DG will be given by your TA 
and will be based on a combination of attendance and the frequency and quality of your inputs 
during the DGs. You CANNOT earn the DG mark in any way other than attending and 
participating during the DG. No extra paper or the like will substitute for this. A schedule of 
dates, topics, and readings for the DGs will be provided separately on CU Learn. For some 
DGs, a reading has been assigned. These will be the subject of the discussion for that day. For 
DGs without an assigned reading, the discussions will be structured around the lecture and 
textbook topics for the preceding week or two. Separate discussion questions will be provided 
on a weekly basis to help you structure your reading and to prepare for the DGs. Finally, time 
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will be reserved in some of the DGs for questions on the paper assignments and the final exam. 
All is noted on the separate DG schedule available on CU Learn.  
 
 Two essays (25% & 30% = 55%) – You are required to write two papers for the course. A 
brief explanation of the two papers is given below. Additional instruction will be provided 
separately on CU Learn.  

 
 The first paper deals with the theories and methods of GPE and asks you to compare and 
 contrast two approaches. Your goal in this paper is to demonstrate your understanding of 
 the purpose of theory and the differences between theoretical perspectives. As a way of 
 doing this, you will choose two historical or modern GPE theorists (from different schools 
 of thought), and locate them within a  particular theoretical perspective by referring to the 
 key characteristics of the perspective itself. Your outside research should start with one 
 article from each theorist you have chosen, supplemented by additional scholarly articles or 
 books on the perspectives more broadly. Finally, you will anchor your paper in a brief 
 application of the ideas of both perspectives to a current issue in GPE, explaining how each 
 understands and explains the issue. The first paper is expected to be in the range of 
 1500-1700 words and is due on February 14th by 11:59pm on CU Learn. The first paper 
 is worth 25% of your total course mark.  
 
 For the second paper, you will choose from a list of topics to be provided. Out of this topic 
 you will develop a research question/thesis based on your initial research on the topic. Your 
 aim is to explore the issue, to highlight and explain the key dynamics and problems within it, 
 and to note how various approaches view the issue. In short, the second paper is a more 
 traditional research essay on a subject of primary importance within the study of GPE. The 
 second paper should be in the range of 2000-2200 words and is due on April 4th by 
 11:59pm on CU Learn. The second paper is worth 30% of your total course mark.  

 
 Final exam (35%) – The final exam for the course will be given during the official 
examination period at the end of the term. You will have three hours to write the exam, which 
will consist of terms and short answers. A study guide will be provided toward the end of the 
term and the final lecture and DG will include a bit of exam review. The exam will cover 
material from the entire course, including the textbook and DG readings.  

 
 
Course Topics and Reading Schedule  
 
10 January – Introduction to the course: What is GPE?  

 

• Discussion of course structure & assignments 
• O’Brien & Williams, Introduction  

 
17 January – Theoretical Approaches 

 

• O’Brien & Williams, Chap. 1 
 
24 January – Methods and Trends  

 

• O’Brien & Williams, Chap. 2 
• First DGs today  
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31 January – Historical Context 

 

• O’Brien & Williams, Chap. 5 
• (optional) Chaps. 3 & 4 are highly recommended for additional background 

 
7 February – GPE and the ‘Knowledge Structure’   
 

• O’Brien & Williams, Chap. 13  
 
14 February – A Gender Perspective on GPE  

 

• O’Brien & Williams, Chap. 10 
• First paper due (11:59pm on CU Learn)  

 
21 February – Winter Break  

 

• No class   
 

28 February – Global Trade 
 

• O’Brien & Williams, Chap. 6 
 
7 March – Transnational Production  
 

• O’Brien & Williams, Chap. 7 
 
14 March – Global Finance  

 

• O’Brien & Williams, Chap. 8 
 
21 March – The Global Division of Labour  

 
• O’Brien & Williams, Chap. 9 

 
28 March – Economic Development  

 
•   O’Brien & Williams, Chap. 11  

 
4 April – Global Governance  
 

• O’Brien & Williams, Chap. 15   
• Second paper due (11:59pm on CU Learn)  
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Academic Accommodations 

The Paul Menton Centre for Students with Disabilities (PMC) provides services to students with 
Learning Disabilities (LD), psychiatric/mental health disabilities, Attention Deficit Hyperactivity 
Disorder (ADHD), Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD), chronic medical conditions, and 
impairments in mobility, hearing, and vision. If you have a disability requiring academic 
accommodations in this course, please contact PMC at 613-520-6608 or pmc@carleton.ca for a 
formal evaluation. If you are already registered with the PMC, contact your PMC coordinator to 
send me your Letter of Accommodation at the beginning of the term, and no later than two 
weeks before the first in-class scheduled test or exam requiring accommodation (if applicable). 
After requesting accommodation from PMC, meet with me to ensure accommodation 
arrangements are made. Please consult the PMC website for the deadline to request 
accommodations for the formally-scheduled exam (if applicable).  

For Religious Observance: Students requesting accommodation for religious observances 
should apply in writing to their instructor for alternate dates and/or means of satisfying academic 
requirements. Such requests should be made during the first two weeks of class, or as soon as 
possible after the need for accommodation is known to exist, but no later than two weeks before 
the compulsory academic event. Accommodation is to be worked out directly and on an 
individual basis between the student and the instructor(s) involved. Instructors will make 
accommodations in a way that avoids academic disadvantage to the student. Instructors and 
students may contact an Equity Services Advisor for assistance (www.carleton.ca/equity). 
 
For Pregnancy: Pregnant students requiring academic accommodations are encouraged to 
contact an Equity Advisor in Equity Services to complete a letter of accommodation. Then, 
make an appointment to discuss your needs with the instructor at least two weeks prior to the 
first academic event in which it is anticipated the accommodation will be required. 
 
Plagiarism: The University Senate defines plagiarism as “presenting, whether intentional or not, 
the ideas, expression of ideas or work of others as one’s own.”  This can include:   
 
• reproducing or paraphrasing portions of someone else’s published or unpublished material, 

regardless of the source, and presenting these as one’s own without proper citation or 
reference to the original source; 

• submitting a take-home examination, essay, laboratory report or other assignment written, in 
whole or in part, by someone else; 

• using ideas or direct, verbatim quotations, or paraphrased material, concepts, or ideas without 
appropriate acknowledgment in any academic assignment; 

• using another’s data or research findings; 
• failing to acknowledge sources through the use of proper citations when using another’s works 

and/or failing to use quotation marks; 
• handing in "substantially the same piece of work for academic credit more than once without 

prior written permission of the course instructor in which the submission occurs. 
 

Plagiarism is a serious offence which cannot be resolved directly with the course’s instructor.  
The Associate Deans of the Faculty conduct a rigorous investigation, including an interview with 
the student, when an instructor suspects a piece of work has been plagiarized.  Penalties are 
not trivial. They include a mark of zero for the plagiarized work or a final grade of "F" for the 
course.  
 

mailto:pmc@carleton.ca
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Oral Examination: At the discretion of the instructor, students may be required to pass a brief 
oral examination on research papers and essays. 
 
Submission and Return of Term Work: Papers must be handed directly to the instructor and 
will not be date-stamped in the departmental office. Late assignments may be submitted to the 
drop box in the corridor outside B640 Loeb. Assignments will be retrieved every business day at 
4 p.m., stamped with that day's date, and then distributed to the instructor.  For essays not 
returned in class please attach a stamped, self-addressed envelope if you wish to have your 
assignment returned by mail.  Please note that assignments sent via fax or email will not be 
accepted. Final exams are intended solely for the purpose of evaluation and will not be 
returned. 
 
Grading: Assignments and exams will be graded with a percentage grade. To convert this to a 
letter grade or to the university 12-point system, please refer to the following table. 
 
Percentage Letter grade 12-point scale Percentage Letter grade 12-point scale 
90-100 A+ 12 67-69 C+ 6 
85-89 A 11 63-66 C 5 
80-84 A- 10 60-62 C- 4 
77-79 B+ 9 57-59 D+ 3 
73-76 B 8 53-56 D 2 
70-72 B- 7 50-52 D- 1 

 
Grades:  Final grades are derived from the completion of course assignments.  Failure to write 
the final exam will result in the grade ABS.  Deferred final exams are available ONLY if the 
student is in good standing in the course. 
 
Approval of final grades: Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor subject 
to the approval of the Faculty Dean. This means that grades submitted by an instructor may be 
subject to revision. No grades are final until they have been approved by the Dean. 
 
Carleton E-mail Accounts: All email communication to students from the Department of 
Political Science will be via official Carleton university e-mail accounts and/or cuLearn.  As 
important course and University information is distributed this way, it is the student’s 
responsibility to monitor their Carleton and cuLearn accounts.  
 
Carleton Political Science Society: The Carleton Political Science Society (CPSS) has made 
its mission to provide a social environment for politically inclined students and faculty. Holding 
social events, debates, and panel discussions, CPSS aims to involve all political science 
students at Carleton University. Our mandate is to arrange social and academic activities in 
order to instill a sense of belonging within the Department and the larger University community. 
Members can benefit through numerous opportunities which will complement both academic 
and social life at Carleton University. To find out more, visit 
http://facebook.com/CarletonPoliticalScienceSociety or come to our office in Loeb D688. 
 
Official Course Outline: The course outline posted to the Political Science website is the 
official course outline.  
 
 

http://facebook.com/CarletonPoliticalScienceSociety
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