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Carleton University 
Fall 2006 
Department of Political Science 

 
PSCI 3004 A 

Political Parties and Elections in Canada  
Thursdays, 8:35 – 11:25AM 

Please confirm location on Carleton Central 
 
Instructor: Paul Thomas 
Office: Loeb D681 
Office hours: Thurs 11:30 – 12:30 or by appointment 
Email: paul.thomas@carleton.ca 
 
Course description 
“Political parties created democracy and modern democracy is unthinkable save in terms of the 
parties.” 

– E.E. Schattschneider. 1942. Party Government. New Brunswick, NJ: Transaction 
Publishers. 

 
 “There is nothing which I dread so much as a division of the republic into two great parties, 
each arranged under its leader, and concerting measures in opposition to each other. This, in my 
humble apprehension, is to be dreaded as the greatest political evil under our Constitution.” 

– John Adams, 1854. “Letter to Jonathan Jackson, 2 October 1780.” The works of John 
Adams, Second President of the United States. Boston: Little Brown and Company. 

 
 
Elections and parties are inextricably linked. The structure of the electoral system and the laws 
governing election campaigns provide incentives that can shape how parties form, the strategies 
they employ, and how they position themselves against each other. Yet it is parties that 
determine the actual choices offered to voters at election time by recruiting candidates, 
developing platforms, and campaigning for support. At the same time, commentators often 
blame conflict between parties for undermining citizens’ faith in the democratic process and 
reducing voter turnout. 
 
This course explores the operation of elections and political parties in Canada and the 
relationship between the two. For elections, it examines Canada’s electoral rules, including the 
creation of constituency boundaries, the evolution of rules on who can vote, and electoral 
financing. It also explores campaign strategy, voting behaviour, political participation, and 
referenda. For parties, the course examines the evolution of the Canadian party system, the role 
of parties in recruiting political elites, the involvement of grassroots activists in party decisions, 
and the relationship between parties’ parliamentary and electoral activities. The primary focus of 
the course is on the federal level, but provincial and municipal examples will be included where 
possible.  
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Course evaluation 
 

Course component Proportion of Grade Due date 
Class attendance and participation 10% Ongoing 
Short essay on electoral reform 15% Sept. 29, 2016 
Research essay proposal 5% Oct. 20, 2016 
Research essay 35% Nov. 24, 2016 
Exam 35% To be determined 
 

 
Class attendance and participation 
This is a lecture-based class with regular class discussions. Attendance in class is expected and 
will be recorded. Attendance on its own, however, is not sufficient. Students must participate 
actively in the class, keeping in mind that quantity does not trump quality. Comments should 
focus on the subject of the day’s class and the assigned readings – which you are expected to 
read. Partisanship should be set aside in favour of analysis, and your contributions should be 
delivered in a fashion that fosters an open environment. Participation also requires attention and 
active listening. Emails and texts should only be checked at the break or after class 
 
Short essay on electoral reform (Due at the start of class on Thursday, October 20, 2016) 
Students will prepare a short argumentative essay of 2000 to 2500 words on question of whether 
Canada should adopt a new electoral system to replace the single-member plurality (SMP) 
system currently in use. If yes, students must propose an alternative system and explain its 
advantages over the current system. If no, students should explain the advantages of the SMP 
system over other alternatives. At least three academic sources beyond the text book are 
required. Although shorter in length, the essay must feature all elements of a typical essay 
(introduction, conclusion, thesis statement, proper paragraph structure, etc.). Please refer to the 
rubric that will be posted on CULearn for further details about the expectations for the essay. 
 
Essay Proposal (Due at the start of class on Thursday, September 29, 2016) 
Students will submit a three page (double-spaced) overview of their essay, including the thesis, a 
description of the major arguments, and a list of at least five supporting academic sources. Please 
refer to the policies below on assignment formatting and citations, academic integrity, late 
penalties, and extensions.  
 
Research essay (Due at the start of class on Thursday, November 24, 2016) 
Students will prepare a research essay of approximately 3500 words (no more than 4000 words 
including bibliography) from one of the topics or themes provided in class. The essay should 
focus on Canada. International comparisons are also possible with the prior approval of the 
Instructor. Examples may be drawn from current events, although students are reminded that the 
paper should employ a clear analytical framework and not rely primarily on anecdotes.  
 
Please consult the rubric that will be posted on CULearn for further details about the 
expectations for the essay. Also, please refer to the policies below on assignment formatting and 
citations, academic integrity, late penalties, and extensions.  
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Final exam (To be scheduled) 
The final exam will be held in the designated exam period, and will cover material from the 
course readings and lectures from the entire course. The exam will be a mix of short and long 
answer questions, with further details to be provided in class. One of the questions that will 
appear on the final exam will be provided in the first week of class. Students will be expected to 
reflect on the question throughout the term and how it applies to the material each week.   
 
 

Assignment guidelines 
 
Format 
Assignments should be written in full sentences and paragraphs (i.e. not point-form) in 12pt font 
with 1” margins, preferably in Times New Roman typeface. All acronyms should be spelled out 
the first time they are used. 
 
Academic integrity and citations 
Students must abide by the University’s academic integrity policies laid out below. Any 
references to external sources, including the course readings, must be properly documented. 
Students can use either in-text citations or footnotes, provided they are used consistently and 
properly. 
 
Submission 
Unless alternate arrangements have been made as per the course policies below, assignments 
must be submitted as a hard-copy in-class at the beginning of class. Students are strongly advised 
to keep rough drafts and notes from their assignments until the marked assignments have been 
returned. 
 

 
Course policies 

 
Academic Accommodation 
You may need special arrangements to meet your academic obligations during the term. For an 
accommodation request the processes are as follows: 
  

 Academic accommodations for students with disabilities: The Paul Menton Centre for 
Students with Disabilities (PMC) provides services to students with Learning Disabilities 
(LD), psychiatric/mental health disabilities, Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder 
(ADHD), Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD), chronic medical conditions, and 
impairments in mobility, hearing, and vision. If you have a disability requiring academic 
accommodations in this course, please contact PMC at 613-520-6608 or 
pmc@carleton.ca for a formal evaluation. If you are already registered with the PMC, 
contact your PMC coordinator to send me your Letter of Accommodation at the 
beginning of the term, and no later than two weeks before the first in-class scheduled test 
or exam requiring accommodation (if applicable). After requesting accommodation from 
PMC, meet with me to ensure accommodation arrangements are made. Please consult the 
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PMC website for the deadline to request accommodations for the formally-scheduled 
exam (if applicable). 

 Pregnancy obligation: please contact me with any requests for academic accommodation 
during the first two weeks of class, or as soon as possible after the need for 
accommodation is known to exist. For more details see the Student Guide.  

 Religious obligation: write to me with any requests for academic accommodation during 
the first two weeks of class, or as soon as possible after the need for accommodation is 
known to exist. For more details see the Student Guide.  

 
Respectful discussion 
Politics is a subject on which people often have very strongly held views. To ensure the class 
offers an open and inclusive environment, students are asked to remember the following 
principles when making contributions: 

 Respect for the diversity of classmates; 
 Respect for different partisan affiliations; 
 Respect for different opinions and perspectives. 

 
 
Extensions 
Extensions on class assignments will be granted only for exceptional, unforeseen circumstances 
that are beyond a student’s control. Please advise the Instructor at your earliest opportunity if you 
believe you will require an extension or will miss a class. Extensions will not be granted after a 
due date or class has passed. Please note that suitable documentation, such as a medical 
certificate in the case of illness, will be required for an extension to be granted.  
 
Late penalties 
Late assignments will be assessed a penalty of 5% per day, inclusive of weekends. Note that 
papers not submitted at the start of class on the due date be considered late and will receive a 5% 
penalty. A failure to submit all course requirements will result in a failure of the course.  
 
Submission and Return of Term Work 
Papers must be submitted directly to the Instructor according to the instructions above and will 
not be date-stamped in the departmental office. Late assignments may be submitted to the drop 
box in the corridor outside B640 Loeb. Assignments will be retrieved every business day at 4 
p.m., stamped with that day's date, and then distributed to the instructor. Papers that are 
submitted to the drop box on the due date will still be considered to be late. The only way to 
avoid late penalties is to submit your assignments in class. 
 
Class assignments will be returned within two weeks of submission. Final exams are intended 
solely for the purpose of evaluation and will not be returned. 
 
Academic Integrity and Offences 
The University Senate defines plagiarism as “presenting, whether intentionally or not, the ideas, 
expression of ideas or work of others as one’s own.” This can include:  
 



5 

 reproducing or paraphrasing portions of someone else’s published or unpublished 
material, regardless of the source, and presenting these as one’s own without proper 
citation or reference to the original source;  

 submitting a take-home examination, essay, laboratory report or other assignment 
written, in whole or in part, by someone else;  

 using ideas or direct, verbatim quotations, or paraphrased material, concepts, or ideas 
without appropriate acknowledgment in any academic assignment;  

 using another’s data or research findings;  
 failing to acknowledge sources through the use of proper citations when using another’s 

works and/or failing to use quotation marks;  
 handing in "substantially the same piece of work for academic credit more than once 

without prior written permission of the course instructor in which the submission occurs."  
 
Plagiarism is a serious offence which cannot be resolved directly with the course’s instructor.  
The Associate Deans of the Faculty conduct a rigorous investigation, including an interview with 
the student, when an instructor suspects a piece of work has been plagiarized.  Penalties are not 
trivial. They may include a mark of zero for the plagiarized work or a final grade of "F" for the 
course.  
 
Student or instructor materials created for this course (including presentations and posted notes, 
assignments and exams) remain the intellectual property of the author(s). They are intended for 
personal use and may not be reproduced or redistributed without prior written consent of the 
author(s). 
 
Grading 
Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor, subject to the approval of the faculty 
Dean. Final standing in courses will be shown by alphabetical grades. The system of grades used, 
with corresponding grade points is: 
 
Percentage Letter grade 12-point scale Percentage Letter grade 12-point scale 
90-100 A+ 12 67-69 C+ 6 
85-89 A 11 63-66 C 5 
80-84 A- 10 60-62 C- 4 
77-79 B+ 9 57-59 D+ 3 
73-76  B 8 53-56 D 2 
70-72 B- 7 50-52 D- 1 

 
 
Approval of final grades 
Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor subject to the approval of the Faculty 
Dean. This means that grades submitted by an instructor may be subject to revision. No grades 
are final until they have been approved by the Dean.  
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Carleton E-mail Accounts 
All email communication to students from the Department of Political Science will be via 
official Carleton university e-mail accounts and/or cuLearn.  As important course and University 
information is distributed this way, it is the student’s responsibility to monitor their Carleton and 
cuLearn accounts.   
 
 
Carleton Political Science Society (CPSS) 
The CPSS has made its mission to provide a social environment for politically inclined students 
and faculty. Holding social events, debates, and panel discussions, CPSS aims to involve all 
political science students at Carleton University. Our mandate is to arrange social and academic 
activities in order to instill a sense of belonging within the Department and the larger University 
community. Members can benefit through numerous opportunities which will complement both 
academic and social life at Carleton University. To find out more, visit 
www.facebook.com/groups/politicalsciencesociety or come to our office in Loeb D688. 
 
Official Course Outline  
The course outline posted to the Political Science website is the official course outline.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
       Texts 
 
There are three primary course texts that are supplemented by book excerpts, journal articles, and 
newspaper/magazine articles that will be posted on CULearn. 
 
Bill Cross. Political Parties. Vancouver: University of British Columbia Press. 
 
Heather MacIvor, ed. 2010. Election. Toronto: Emond Montgomery Publications. 
 
Alex Marland and Thierry Giasson, eds. 2015. Canadian Election Analysis: 2015. Vancouver: 

UBC Press (Free E-book available at www.ubcpress.ca/canadianelectionanalysis2015).  
 
 

Course Calendar 
 
** The class schedule may be altered in order to accommodate a field trip to attend 
parliamentary proceedings related to electoral reform.  
 
September 8: Introduction 
Class objectives 

 Overview of class content and assignments 
 What are the linkages between elections and parties? 
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Required readings 
Cross, Chapter 1: Introduction 
 
John C. Courtney. 2010. “Forty and Counting.” In Election, ed. Heather MacIvor. Toronto: 

Emond Montgomery Publications, p. 35–56. 
 
 
September 15: Ideas of representation and responsiveness 
Class objectives 

 What are the different conceptions of representation? 
 How responsive should representatives be? 
 What “mandates” do elections deliver to those forming government? 
 How can elections and parties be changed to improve representation? 

 
Required readings 
John C. Courtney. 2004. “Chapter 6: Representation, Plurality Voting, and the Democratic 

Deficit.” In Elections. Vancouver: UBC Press. p. 127-159. 
 
Manon Tremblay. 1998. “Do Female MPs Substantively Represent Women? A Study of 

Legislative Behaviour in Canada’s 35th Parliament.” Canadian Journal of Political 
Science 31(3): 435–65. 

 
Paul Thomas, Peter John Loewen, and Michael K. MacKenzie. 2013. “Fair Isn’t Always Equal: 

Constituency Population and the Quality of Representation in Canada.” Canadian 
Journal of Political Science 46(2): 273–93.  

 
Additional readings 
Jerome H. Black. 2013. “Racial Diversity in the 2011 Federal Election: Visible Minority 

Candidates and MPs.” Canadian Parliamentary Review 36(3): 21–26.  
 
Michael Pal and Sujit Choudhry. 2010. “Constituency Boundaries in Canada.” In Election, ed. 

Heather MacIvor. Toronto: Emond Montgomery Publications, p. 87–104. 
 
 
September 22: Electoral systems 
Class objectives 

 What are the major electoral systems in operation around the world today? 
 What impact do electoral systems have on voter and party behaviour? 
 What electoral systems are used in Canada, or have been used in past? 
 What efforts have been made to change Canada’s electoral system? 

 
Required readings 
Dennis Pilon. 2010. “Understanding Electoral Systems.” In Election, ed. Heather MacIvor. 

Toronto: Emond Montgomery Publications, p. 35–54. 
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Law Commission of Canada. 2004. “Chapter Two: Reviewing Electoral Systems and Reform 
Proposals in Canada” and “Chapter Three: Democratic Values and the Choice of 
Electoral System” In, Voting Counts: Electoral Reform for Canada. Ottawa: Law 
Commission of Canada. Pgs. 19-76. http://publications.gc.ca/collections/Collection/J31-
61-2004E.pdf  

 
 
September 29: Parties (Research essay proposal due) 
Class objectives 

 What are the functions of political parties? 
 How are parties structured (e.g. membership, leadership, executive, etc.)? 
 What are the major types of parties? 

 
Required readings 
Richard S. Katz and Peter Mair. 1995. “Changing Models of Party Organization and Party 

Democracy: The Emergence of the Cartel Party.” Party Politics 1(1): 5–28. 
 
William Cross and R. Kenneth Carty. 2010. “Political Parties and the Practice of Brokerage 

Politics.” In The Oxford Handbook of Canadian Politics, eds. David E. Smith and John 
C. Courtney. New York: Oxford University Press, 191–207. 

 
Additional readings 
R. Kenneth Carty. 2004. “Parties as Franchise Systems.” Party Politics 10(1): 5–24. 
 
October 6: Party systems 
Class objectives 

 What are the different types of party systems? 
 How does the electoral system shape the party system? 
 How does the party system shape electoral outcomes? 
 What party systems have existed in Canada over time? 

 
Required readings 
Herbert Kitschelt. 2014. “Parties and Party Systems.” In Comparing Democracies: Elections and 

Voting in a Changing World, eds. Lawrence LeDuc, Richard Niemi, and Pippa Norris. 
Toronto: SAGE, p. 32–57. 

 
R. Kenneth Carty, William Cross, and Lisa Young. 2000. “Canadian Party Politics in the New 

Century.” Journal of Canadian Studies/Revue d’Études Canadiennes 35(4): 23–39. 
 
Additional readings 
Amanda Bittner and Royce Koop. 2013. “Parties and Elections after 2011: The Fifth Canadian 

Party System?” In Parties, Elections, and the Future of Canadian Politics, eds. Amanda 
Bittner and Royce Koop. UBC Press, p. 46–66. 

 
 
October 13: Leader selection 
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Class objectives 
 What methods are used to select party leaders, and how have they changed over time? 
 What formal rules exist to govern leadership selection processes? 
 What impact does leadership selection processes have on party operations, internal 

democracy, and democratic representation? 
 
Required readings 
Chapter 5: Selection of Party Leaders 
 
William Cross and André Blais, “Who Selects the Party Leader?” Party Politics 18, no. 2 (March 

2012): 127-150 
 
 
October 20: Candidate selection 
Class objectives 

 What methods are used to select party candidates, and how have they changed over time? 
 What formal rules exist to govern candidate selection processes? 
 What impact do candidate selection processes have on party operations, internal 

democracy, and democratic representation? 
 
Required readings 
Cross, Chapter 4: Candidate Selection 
 
Steve Patten. 2010. “Democracy and Candidate Selection Processes in Canadian Elections.” In 

Election, ed. Heather MacIvor. Toronto: Emond Montgomery Publications, p. 135–153. 
 
 
**October 27: Reading week – no class 
 
 
November 3: Party Members and party policy development (Electoral reform essay due) 
Class objectives 

 What do parties stand for? 
 How do parties develop policy? 
 How do party factions or pressure groups attempt to shape policy choices? 

 
Required readings 
Cross, Chapter 2: Political Parties as Membership Organizations, and Chapter 3: Policy Study 

and Development. 
 
David Rayside, Jerald Sabin, Paul Thomas. Forthcoming. “Abortion Politics and Federal 

Parties,” Religious Contention in Canadian Party Politics. Vancouver: University of 
British Columbia Press, pp. 79-115. 

 
Additional readings 
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Christopher Garner and Natalia Letki. 2005. “Party Structure and Backbench Dissent in the 
Canadian and British Parliaments.” Canadian Journal of Political Science 38(2): 463–82.  

 
 
November 10: Party and election financing 
Class objectives 

 What rules govern party financing, and how have they evolved over time? 
 What strategies do parties use to fundraise? 
 How does the need to raise money shape party operations? 
 Should there be state funding for parties?  

 
Required readings 
Cross, Chapter 7: Money and Politics 
 
Justin Fisher. 2011. “State Funding of Political Parties: Truths, Myths, and Legends.” In Money, 

politics, and democracy: Canada’s party finance reforms, eds. Lisa. Young and Harold 
J. Jansen. Vancouver: UBC Press, p. 19–36.  

 
Additional readings 
Harold J. Jansen and Lisa Lambert. 2013. “Too Little, Too Soon: State Funding and Electoral 

District Associations in the Green Party of Canada.” In Parties, Elections, and the 
Future of Canadian Politics, eds. Amanda. Bittner and Royce. Koop. Vancouver: UBC 
Press, 211–30. 

 
 
November 17: Election rules 
Class objectives 

 What are the formal rules governing the election process in Canada in terms of who can 
vote, ways to vote, the length of campaigns, etc., and how have they changed over time? 

 What rules govern party advertising in the writ and pre-writ periods? 
 What rules govern advertising by 3rd party groups? 
 How are Canadian elections managed? 

 
Required readings 
Heather MacIvor. 2010. “Canada’s Election Law: Less Than Meets the Eye?” In Election, ed. 

Heather MacIvor. Toronto: Emond Montgomery Publications, p. 57–83. 
 
Christopher Dornan and Jon Pammett. 2016. “Roll Back! The Conservatives Re-write Election 

Laws, 2006-2015.” In The Canadian Federal Election of 2015, Toronto: Dundurn Press, 
p. 163–194. 

 
Additional readings 
Jerome H Black. 2003. “From Enumeration to the National Register of Electors: An Account and 

an Evaluation.” IRPP Choices 9(7). 
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November 24: Election campaigns 
Class objectives 

 What impact do national and local election campaigns have on election outcomes? 
 Does polling or media coverage shape voter behaviour? 
 How has campaign strategy changed over time? 
 What is the concept of the permanent campaign? 

 
Required readings 
Cross, Chapter 6: Parties and Election Campaigning 
 
Tom Flanagan. 2010. “Campaign Strategy: Triage and the Concentration of Resources.” In 

Election, ed. Heather MacIvor. Toronto: Emond Montgomery Publications, p. 155–172. 
 
Munroe Eagles and Annika Hagley. 2010. “Constituency Campaigning in Canada.” In Election, 

ed. Heather MacIvor. Toronto: Emond Montgomery Publications, p. 109–132. 
 
Additional readings 
Tamara A. Small. 2010. “Still Waiting for an Internet Prime Minister: Online Campaigning by 

Canadian Political Parties.” In Election, ed. Heather MacIvor. Toronto: Emond 
Montgomery Publications, p. 173–195. 

 
Andre Turcotte. 2010. “Polling as Modern Alchemy: Measuring Public Opinion in Canadian 

Elections.” In Election, ed. Heather MacIvor. Toronto: Emond Montgomery Publications, 
p. 199–216. 

 
December 1: Voter behaviour 
Class objectives 

 What factors shape citizen engagement with political parties? 
 What factors shape participation in elections? 
 How do voters select which party to support? 
 What are the implications for government legitimacy and claims of a public mandate? 

 
Required readings 
Andrea ML Perrella. 2010. “Overview of Voting Behaviour Theories.” In Election, ed. Heather 

MacIvor. Toronto: Emond Montgomery Publications, p. 221–246. 
 
Lawrence LeDuc and Jon Pammett. 2010. “Voter Turnout.” In Election, ed. Heather MacIvor. 

Toronto: Emond Montgomery Publications, p. 251–265. 
 
Additional readings 
Joanna Everitt, Elisabeth Gidengil, Patrick Fournier, and Neil Nevitte. 2010. “Patterns of Party 

Identification in Canada.” In Election, ed. Heather MacIvor. Toronto: Emond 
Montgomery Publications, p. 269–283. 

 



12 

Peter John Loewen, Royce Koop, Jaime Settle, and James H. Fowler. 2014. “A Natural 
Experiment in Proposal Power and Electoral Success.” American Journal of Political 
Science 58(1): 189–96. 

 
 
December 8: Referendums and prospects for reform 
Class objectives 

 What are the pros and cons of referenda as tools of democratic decision making? 
 What rules surround the use of referenda in Canada? 
 How have referenda been used in past? 
 What reforms are needed to Canada’s political parties? 
 What are the arguments for and against reforming Canada’s electoral system? 
 Could the problems to be addressed by electoral reform be dealt with through other 

means? 
 
Required readings 
Donovan, Todd. 2014. “Referendums and Initiatives in North America.” In Referendums Around 

the World, ed. Matt Qvortrup. Palgrave Macmillan UK, p. 122–161. 
http://link.springer.com.myaccess.library.utoronto.ca/chapter/10.1057/9781137314703_5 
(Accessed July 24, 2016). 

 
Cross, Chapter 8: Four proposals for party reform 
 
Michael Chong. 2014. Reform Act 2014 - Backgrounder.  
 
Additional readings 
Law Commission of Canada. 2004. Voting Counts: Electoral Reform for Canada. Ottawa: Law 

Commission of Canada. http://publications.gc.ca/collections/Collection/J31-61-
2004E.pdf  

 
 
 
 


