
Carleton University                                              Winter 2012 
Department of Political Science 
 

PSCI 3006 A 
The Social Power in Canadian Politics 

11:35 am - 14:25 Mondays 
(Please confirm location on Carleton Central) 

 
Instructor: Dr. Dan Webb 
Office: B646 Loeb Building 
Office Hours:  Mondays, 3:30-4:30 PM     
Phone: (613) 520-2600 ext. 1598 (no voice-mail)       
Email: danwebb@connect.carleton.ca 
 
 
Course Description 
 
This course investigates some of the most important ideas and debates surrounding 
the social aspects of politics in Canada.  Political decisions are not made in a 
vacuum.  All formal political processes are influenced and informed by complex 
networks of collective actors operating in what is commonly called “civil society.”  
In this course we will explore some of the most influential of these actors, in order 
to see how they contribute to the Canadian political process.   
 
Texts 
 
There is one required textbook that must be purchased from Haven bookstore:   
 
Miram Smith (ed.), Group Politics and Social Movements in Canada, Toronto: 
University of Toronto Press (2007). 

 
Evaluation  
 
Discussion Question   = 10% 
Paper # 1 (due February 13)  = 20%  
Paper #2 (due March 19)  = 30 %  
Final Exam    = 40 % 
 
* Please Note: For writing assignments, students will be evaluated primarily in 
terms of: 1. coherence, depth, and accuracy of argument, 2. inclusion of required 
number of legitimate secondary sources; 3. grammar, style, and structure; and 4. 
quality of thesis statement.  
 
 
Early Feedback 



 
This class is not amenable to early feedback. 
 
Examinations  
 
There will be one (final take home) exam (40% of final grade).  The take home 
exam is due on the last day of the formal exam period: Tuesday, April 24.. One 
hardcopy of the completed exam must be placed in the Poli Sci drop box before 
4:00 PM on April 24.  A second copy must be emailed to the instructor in PDF 
format before 4:00 PM, again on April 24. (see drop box policy below).  
 
The format of the exam will be long answers. 

 
Term Work 
 
Paper #1: 
 
Students will write an 8-page research essay.  The basic format for all written work 
is: 12 font, Times New Roman, and double-spaced.   
 
The topic of the paper is the following: 
 
In every industry, trade deal, or social conflict, there are at least two sets of interests 
that should be taken into consideration: business actors and workers (or, in some 
cases, the rich and the poor).  At times these interests are at odds with each other, 
but at other times they may converge.  Choose one of the following topics and 
answer the following questions:  
 
1. Which groups or individuals constitute the two sides of the issue in question? 
2. What are the biggest sources of conflict between these two groups? 
3. How has the government intervened in this conflict?  What kind of laws have 
been passed that are relevant to it? 
4. How would each side like to see their conflict resolved or moved forward? 
 
 You must frame your paper explicitly within one of the theoretical frameworks we 
studied in the first lecture. 
 
Topics to choose from: 
 
1. Banking 
2. Agriculture (e.g., eliminating the Wheat Board) 
3. Winnipeg General Strike 
4. NAFTA 
5. Real Estate Investment / Gentrification 
6. Mining 
7. Lumber Industry 



8. Back to Work Legislation 
9. Tourism 
10. Airline Industry 
11. Communications Industry (e.g., cell phone regulations) 
12. The CRTC 
13. Foreign workers’ programs 
14. #OWS (the Canadian equivalents) 
 
This essay requires a minimum of 5 legitimate secondary sources, 3 which must 
come from recognised scholarly journals or books.  The objective of this 
assignment is to get a sense of the students’ writing and research abilities and to 
provide them feedback.  The assignment is due in-class on February 13.  
 
 
Paper #2:  
 
Students will write a 12-page research paper.  A minimum of 10 legitimate 
secondary sources are required, 8 of which must come from recognised scholarly 
journals or books.   
 
Topics TBA. 
 
The paper is due in-class on March 19.  All papers must be submitted to the 
instructor in-class on the assigned dates. Papers will be returned, in class, no later 
than the last class of the year. If a student cannot be present at this class, they can 
leave a self-addressed stamped envelope with the instructor when they are 
submitting their paper.  The instructor will then mail the graded paper to the 
student. 
 
Late Assignment Policy 
 
Any paper that is handed in after the class is finished on the assigned deadline will 
be considered late.  All essays and papers handed in late will receive a deduction of 
1/3 of a letter grade for each day late.  So, for example, an A paper handed in one 
day late will receive an A-, two days late = B+, etc.  Late papers can be left in the 
department of Political Science drop box (B 640 Loeb Building).  The drop box is 
emptied every weekday at 4:00 PM and time-stamped.  Any papers dropped off 
after 4:00 PM will be considered submitted the following day.  Weekend days are 
treated no differently than week-days (if you hand a paper in on Friday after 4:00, it 
will not be time-stamped until Monday). 
 

 
Academic Support:  
 
If you require research, computer or learning support services, please consult the Carleton 
University Learning Commons at http://www.library.carleton.ca/learning_commons/  



 
For help with academic writing and related issues, please consult the Academic 
Writing Centre and Writing Tutorial Service (http://www.carleton.ca/wts/). 

 
 
 Class Schedule (more readings may be added) 
 
 January 9 – Introduction 
 
 January 16 – Competing Theoretical Models for Understanding Civil Society 

* Smith, “INTRODUCTION: Theories of Group and Movement Organizing”  
 
 January 23 – Business Interests 

• Clancy, CHAPTER 1: “Business Interests and Civil Society in Canada”  
• Medvetz, “The Strength of Weekly Ties: Relations of Material and Symbolic Exchange 

in the Conservative Movement”, Politics & Society, September 2006 vol. 34 no. 3 343-
368. 
 

 January 30 – Labour 
o Camfield, CHAPTER 2: “The Working Class Movement in Canada: An Overview” 
o Yates, CHAPTER 3: “Organized Labour in Canadian Politics: Hugging the Middle or 

Pushing the Margins”  
 
 February 6 – Anti-poverty and Urban Struggles 

o Greene, “CHAPTER 4: “Boardrooms and Barricades: Anti-Poverty Organizing in 
Canada” 

o Blomley, “Enclosure, Common Right, and the Property of the Poor” Social Legal 
Studies 2008; 17; 311 

 
 February 13 – Movie! TBA / PAPER #1 DUE 
 
 February 20 – Winter break (no classes!) 
 
 February 27 – Culture and Difference: Ethnicity, Women’s and LGBTQ movements 

o Kobayahsi, CHAPTER 5: “Ethnocultural Political Mobilization, Multiculturalism, and 
Human rights in Canada” 

o Dobrowolsky, CHAPTER 6: “The Women’s Movement in Flux: Feminism and 
Framing, Passion, and Politics” 

o Smith, CHAPTER 7: “The Lesbian and Gay Rights Movements” 
o Suggested Reading: Little: “The Pecker Detectors are Back …” Journal of Canadian 

Studies, 1999 
 
 March 5 – Religion 

o Harrison, CHAPTER 8: “Populist and Conservative Christian Evangelical Movements: 
a Comparison of Canada and the United States” 

 



 March 12 – Nationalism 
o Ladner, CHAPTER 9: Aysaka’paykinit: Contesting the Rope Around the Nations’ 

Neck.” 
o Dufour and Traisnel, CHAPTER 10: Nationalism and Protest: The Sovereignty 

Movement in Quebec.” 
  
 March 19 – Movie! TBA (PAPER #2 DUE) 
 
 March 26 – Environmentalism 

o McKenzie, CHAPTER 11: “The Environmental Movement in Canada: Retreat or 
Resurgence.” 

 
April 2 – Disability (first half of class)) / Exam Review (second half of class) / Take  

home exams will be handed out (due on April 24). 
o Chivers, CHAPTER 12: Barrier by Barrier: The Canadian Disability Movement and the 

Fight for Equal Rights.” 
 

 
Academic Accommodations 
 
For students with Disabilities: Students with disabilities requiring academic accommodations in this 
course must register with the Paul Menton Centre for Students with Disabilities (500 University Centre) for a 
formal evaluation of disability-related needs. Registered PMC students are required to contact the centre 
(613-520-6608) every term to ensure that the instructor receives your request for accommodation. After 
registering with the PMC, make an appointment to meet with the instructor in order to discuss your needs at 
least two weeks before the first assignment is due or the first in-class test/midterm requiring 
accommodations. If you require accommodation for your formally scheduled exam(s) in this course, 
please submit your request for accommodation to PMC by (November 11, 2011 for fall term 
examinations and March 7, 2012 for winter term examinations). 
 
For Religious Observance: Students requesting accommodation for religious observances should apply in 
writing to their instructor for alternate dates and/or means of satisfying academic requirements. Such 
requests should be made during the first two weeks of class, or as soon as possible after the need for 
accommodation is known to exist, but no later than two weeks before the compulsory academic event. 
Accommodation is to be worked out directly and on an individual basis between the student and the 
instructor(s) involved. Instructors will make accommodations in a way that avoids academic disadvantage to 
the student. Instructors and students may contact an Equity Services Advisor for assistance 
(www.carleton.ca/equity). 
 
For Pregnancy: Pregnant students requiring academic accommodations are encouraged to contact an 
Equity Advisor in Equity Services to complete a letter of accommodation. Then, make an appointment to 
discuss your needs with the instructor at least two weeks prior to the first academic event in which it is 
anticipated the accommodation will be required. 
 
Plagiarism: The University Senate defines plagiarism as “presenting, whether intentional or not, the ideas, 
expression of ideas or work of others as one’s own.”  This can include:   
 

• reproducing or paraphrasing portions of someone else’s published or unpublished material, regardless of 
the source, and presenting these as one’s own without proper citation or reference to the original source; 

• submitting a take-home examination, essay, laboratory report or other assignment written, in whole or in 
part, by someone else; 

• using ideas or direct, verbatim quotations, or paraphrased material, concepts, or ideas without appropriate 
acknowledgment in any academic assignment; 



• using another’s data or research findings; 
• failing to acknowledge sources through the use of proper citations when using another’s works and/or 

failing to use quotation marks; 
• handing in "substantially the same piece of work for academic credit more than once without prior written 

permission of the course instructor in which the submission occurs. 
 

Plagiarism is a serious offence which cannot be resolved directly with the course’s instructor.  The 
Associate Deans of the Faculty conduct a rigorous investigation, including an interview with the student, 
when an instructor suspects a piece of work has been plagiarized.  Penalties are not trivial. They include a 
mark of zero for the plagiarized work or a final grade of "F" for the course.  
 
Oral Examination: At the discretion of the instructor, students may be required to pass a brief oral 
examination on research papers and essays. 
 
Submission and Return of Term Work: Papers must be handed directly to the instructor and will not be 
date-stamped in the departmental office. Late assignments may be submitted to the drop box in the corridor 
outside B640 Loeb. Assignments will be retrieved every business day at 4 p.m., stamped with that day's 
date, and then distributed to the instructor.  For essays not returned in class please attach a stamped, self-
addressed envelope if you wish to have your assignment returned by mail.  Please note that assignments 
sent via fax or email will not be accepted. Final exams are intended solely for the purpose of evaluation and 
will not be returned. 
 
Grading: The following is the Carleton University grading system. 
 
Percentage Letter grade 12-point scale Percentage Letter grade 12-point scale 
90-100 A+ 12 67-69 C+ 6 
85-89 A 11 63-66 C 5 
80-84 A- 10 60-62 C- 4 
77-79 B+ 9 57-59 D+ 3 
73-76 B 8 53-56 D 2 
70-72 B- 7 50-52 D- 1 

 
Grades:  Final grades are derived from the completion of course assignments.  Failure to write the final 
exam will result in the grade ABS.  Deferred final exams are available ONLY if the student is in good 
standing in the course. 
 
Approval of final grades: Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor subject to the 
approval of the Faculty Dean. This means that grades submitted by an instructor may be subject to revision. 
No grades are final until they have been approved by the Dean. 
 
Connect Email Accounts: All email communication to students from the Department of Political Science 
will be via Connect. Important course and University information is also distributed via the Connect email 
system. It is the student’s responsibility to monitor their Connect account.  
 
Carleton Political Science Society: The Carleton Political Science Society (CPSS) has made its mission 
to provide a social environment for politically inclined students and faculty. Holding social events, debates, 
and panel discussions, CPSS aims to involve all political science students in the after-hours academic life at 
Carleton University. Our mandate is to arrange social and academic activities in order to instill a sense of 
belonging within the Department and the larger University community. Members can benefit through 
numerous opportunities which will complement both academic and social life at Carleton University. To find 
out more, please email carletonpss@gmail.com, visit our website at poliscisociety.com, or come to our 
office in Loeb D688. 
 
Official Course Outline: The course outline posted to the Political Science website is the official course 
outline. 
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