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Carleton University         Winter 2014 
Department of Political Science 
 

PSCI 3100A 
Politics of Development in Africa 
Tuesday and Thursday, 8:35-9:55 

402 Southam (Please confirm location on Carleton Central) 
 

Instructor:  C. Brown 
Office:   D694 Loeb  
Office Hours:  Tuesday 10:00-11:00, Thursday 10:00-11:00 
Phone:  520-2600 x 8734 
Email:  chris_brown@carleton.ca 
 
 This class examines democracy and development in contemporary Africa.  The 
“problematique” of the course is the relationship between these two broad concepts.  Must 
democracy await development, as the early modernization theorists claimed?  Is authoritarian 
rule better suited to development, at least in the early stages, as some of these same 
modernization theorists claimed, and as advocates of the East Asian and Chinese models still 
maintain today?  Or, alternatively, is democracy itself more efficient for development than 
authoritarianism, as many now claim?   Looking at the causal arrow the other way, what impact 
does economic performance have upon political outcomes?  Can democracy survive 
development failure?   Can democratic reform proceed together with market-based economic 
reform, or do they contradict each other?  And by the way, what do we mean by “democracy” 
and “development” anyway?  Unit 1 of the course examines democracy in Africa; it considers 
the African roots of democracy, the colonial history of autocracy, and then the fall and 
subsequent rise of democracy in the Independence period.  Unit 2 examines development in 
Africa; it starts with an overview of some pertinent development theory and practice, including 
the African experience with structural adjustment, and then considers the current phenomenon 
of “Africa rising” and the role of China in Africa.  The concluding two weeks of the course bring 
the course themes together in a discussion of the relationship between democracy and 
development in Africa.  Throughout the course, theoretical debates will be illustrated with 
respect to three African countries: Botswana, Ghana and Zambia. 
 
 Students are expected to prepare the assigned readings before class, to attend class, 
and to participate in classroom discussions.  The course grade will be assigned on the basis of 
four short reviews of the assigned readings, two essays, and a final exam.  Each of these 
components of the grade is described in detail below.   
 
 The reviews of the assigned readings should begin with a brief summary of the main 
argument(s) made by the author(s).  They should also include your critical commentary on the 
readings.  Remember: “critical” commentary includes highlighting both strengths and 
weaknesses.  The reviews must be no more than one page in length; longer reviews will not be 
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accepted.  Students may choose any four readings on the syllabus, though two must come 
before the Winter break and two must come after the Winter break.  Reviews must be 
submitted no later than the beginning of the class in which the readings are to be discussed; 
reviews of readings that have already been discussed in class will not be accepted.  To receive a 
grade for this component of the course, students must hand in all four reviews, i.e. if you hand 
in three or fewer reviews your grade on this component will be zero.   
 
 The first essay is due in class on February 13.   For this essay, students are asked to do 
an analysis of democratic failure and revival in one African country.  You must clear your case 
study choice with me by January 30.  Your case study must be an African country where 
democracy failed in the immediate post-Independence period, and where there has 
subsequently been a process of (re)democratization.  Why did democracy fail in the first place?  
What prompted the subsequent movement for renewed democracy?  How successful has this 
movement been and has a stable democratic system been established?  Have the underlying 
factors that led to the failure of democracy in the early years been adequately addressed?   
 
 The second essay is due in class on April 8.  For this essay, students are asked to do a 
comparative analysis of democracy and development in two African countries.  One of the 
countries you choose must be the same country you did for the first essay (so keep your 
notes!).  You must clear your case study choices with me no later than March 25.  For this essay, 
you are asked to consider the relationship between democracy and development.  Has 
authoritarianism or democracy been more efficient for development?  What impact has 
development performance had upon political outcomes?  In answering these questions, your 
essay must compare the experience of your two countries in the Independence period.  How do 
the differences and similarities between the two countries help illuminate the relationship 
between democracy and development? 
 
 The first essay should be approximately 7-12 pages double-spaced, and the second 
essay approximately 12-15 pages double-spaced, though quality, not length, will be the 
criterion for evaluation. Any essay received after class on the due date will be considered late.  
A late penalty of one third of one grade point (e.g. from A+ to A) will be assigned for each 24 
hour period or a part thereof that the essay is late. The maximum late penalty is two whole 
grade points (e.g. from A+ to C+). 
 
 The four reading reviews and the two essays must all be submitted electronically via the 
course webpage.  All assignments must be submitted in Word format.  Graded assignments, 
with comments, will be returned via the course webpage.  
 

The final exam will be three hours long and will be written during the formal 
examination period, April 11-26. It will cover the entire course.  More details on the format of 
the exam will be given in class closer to the date.   
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Grades will be allocated as follows: 
 
Component of grade     Weight   
 
Reviews of assigned readings    20% (4x5%) 
Essays        40% (15% Essay1 + 25% Essay2) 
Final exam      40% 
 
 Students are encouraged to attend the scheduled office hours if they have any 
questions related to the course.  As well, email is a good way to get specific answers to specific 
questions.  If possible, please use the email associated with the course webpage in cuLearn 
when communicating with me about this course.  I will make my best efforts to respond to all 
email queries within 24 hours. 
 
 There is no assigned textbook for this course.  The required readings for each week are 
listed below.  All assigned readings are on 2 hour reserve in MacOdrum Library.  The journal 
articles are available on-line via the Carleton University library system.  I will also post any 
course notes to the course webpage on cuLearn prior to the lecture in which they are used. 
 
Week 1 – Course Introduction (7 & 9/1) 

 We will introduce the course themes.  What is democracy?  What is development?  
What, if anything, is their causal relationship?   Does development lead to democracy, does 
democracy lead to development, or is there no such relationship? 

A.K. Gitonga, “The Meaning and Foundation of Democracy,” in W.O. Oyugi et al. (eds.), 
Democratic Theory and Practice in Africa, 1988, Ch. 1, pp. 4-23. 

W. Rodney, How Europe Underdeveloped Africa, 1972, Ch. 1, pp. 3-29. 

UNIT 1 – DEMOCRACY IN AFRICA  

Week 2 – African Democratic Foundations (14 & 16/1) 

 This week we will consider the foundations for democracy present in pre-colonial Africa.  
To what extent, and in what ways, were pre-colonial African societies democratic?  To what 
extent does African tradition provide a foundation for democracy in the contemporary period?   
 
D.T. Osabu-Kle, Compatible Cultural Democracy: The Key to Development in Africa, 2000, Ch. 1, 
first two sections, pp. 13-28. 

V.G. Simiyu, “The Democratic Myth in the African Traditional Societies,” in W.0. Oyugi et al. 
(eds.), Democratic Theory and Practice in Africa, 1988, Ch. 3, pp. 49-69. 

C. Ake, The Feasibility of Democracy in Africa, 2000, Ch. 1, pp. 9-32. 
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T. Mentan, Held Together by Pins: Liberal Democracy Under Siege in Africa, 2007, Ch. 3, pp. 53-
79. 

Weeks 3 and 4 – The Failure of Democracy (21 & 23/1, 28 & 30/1) 

 In the years following Independence, multi-party democratic systems quickly failed and 
were replaced by authoritarian regimes all across Africa.  Why did democracy fail?   How should 
we understand the non-democratic regimes that emerged?  We begin with the colonial 
heritage and the debate about one-party democracy, before turning to broader explanations of 
democratic failure. 

C. Young, “The Heritage of Colonialism,” in J.W. Harbeson and D. Rothchild (ed.), Africa in World 
Politics, 5th ed., 2013, Ch. 2, pp. 15-34. 

J. Nyerere, “Democracy and the One-Party System,” in Freedom and Unity, 1965, Ch. 42, pp. 
195-203. 

P. Wanyande, “Democracy and the One-Party State: The African Experience,” in W.O. Oyugi, 
Democratic Theory and Practice in Africa, 1988, Ch. 4. 

R.H. Jackson and C.G. Rosberg, “Personal Rule: Theory and Practice in Africa,” Comparative 
Politics, 16(4), July 1984, pp. 421-442. 

Weeks 5 and 6 – The Return of Multi-Party Democracy (4 & 6/2, 11 & 13/2) 

 In the 1990s, the “third wave” of democratization swept Africa.  What caused the return 
of multi-party democracy?  How democratic were the new systems in practice? 

C. Brown, “Democratization in Africa: A Second Wind of Change?” Paper presented to 
Conference on Democratic Politics, Ottawa, Nov. 1992, mimeo, 20 pp. 
 
J.W. Harbeson, “Democracy, Autocracy and the Sub-Saharan African State,” in J.W. Harbeson 
and D. Rothchild (eds.), Africa in World Politics, 5th ed., 2013, Ch. 5, pp. 83-123. 
 
M. Bratton, R. Mattes and E. Gyimah-Boadi, Public Opinion, Democracy and Market Reform in 
Africa, Ch. 1 & 3, pp. 13-33 & 65-96. 
 
C. Ake, The Feasibility of Democracy in Africa, 2000, Ch. 2, pp. 33-74. 

J.O. Ihonvbere, “How Not to Consolidate a Democracy: The Experience of the Movement for 
Multiparty Democracy (MMD) in Zambia,” in J.M. Mbaka and J.O. Ihonvbere (ed.), Multiparty 
Democracy and Political Change: Constraints to Democratization in Africa, 2006, Ch. 10, pp. 
229-252. 

G. Bauer and S.D. Taylor, Politics in Southern Africa, 2nd ed., 2011, Ch. 3, pp. 51-90. 

WINTER BREAK – NO CLASS (18 & 20/2) 
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UNIT 2 – DEVELOPMENT IN AFRICA  

Week 7 – Development Theory (25 & 27/2) 

 How did modernization and dependency theory diagnose Africa’s development 
challenges?  What prescriptions for action did they offer?  According to these theories, what is 
the relationship between development and democracy? 

S.M. Lipsett, “Some Social Requisites of Democracy: Economic Development and Political 
Legitimacy,” American Political Science Review, 53(1), March 1959, pp. 69-105. 

S. Huntington, “Political Development and Political Decay,” World Politics, 17(3), April 1965, pp. 
386-430. 

A.G. Frank, “The Development of Underdevelopment,” in R.I. Rhodes (ed.), Imperialism and 
Underdevelopment, 1970, Ch. 1, pp. 4-17. 
 
W. Rodney, How Europe Underdeveloped Africa, 1972, Ch. 6, first two sections, pp. 205-238.   
 
Week 8 & 9 – Structural Adjustment (4 & 6/3, 11 & 13/3) 

 The “Washington consensus” promoted market-oriented structural adjustment policies 
as the solution to Africa’s developmental woes.  What was structural adjustment?  How 
successful was it?  How did this economic reform relate to political democratic reform?   

C. Colclough, “Structuralism vs. Neo-Liberalism: An Introduction,” in C. Colclough and J. Manor, 
(eds.), States or Markets?, 1991, Ch. 1, pp. 1-25. 

H. Bienen and J. Herbst, “The Relationship between Political and Economic Reform in Africa,” 
Comparative Politics, 29(1), October 1996, pp. 23-42. 

A. Ayers, “Demystifying Democratization: The Global Constitution of (Neo)Liberal Polities in 
Africa,” Third World Quarterly, 27(2), February 2006, pp. 321-338. 
 
M. Bratton, R. Mattes and E. Gyimah-Boadi, Public Opinion, Democracy and Market Reform in 
Africa, Ch. 4, pp. 97-129. 
 
A.K. Fosu, “Country Role Models for Devlopment Success: The Ghana Case,” World Institute for 
Development Economics Research, Research Paper No 2009/42, 18 pp. 
 
D.K. Opoku, “From a ‘Success’ Story to a Highly Indebted Poor Country: Ghana and Neo-Liberal 
Reforms,” Journal of Contemporary African Studies, 28(2), April 2010, pp. 155-175. 

Week 10 – Africa Rising? The New Millennium (18 & 20/3) 

 In the new millennium, much of Africa has experienced high rates of economic growth.  
What are the sources of this high growth?  Does growth equal development? 
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R.I. Rotberg, Africa Emerges, 2013, Introduction and Ch. 1, pp. 1-20. 

E. Lundsgaarde and M. Roch, “Mapping Development Trends in Africa,” in E. Lundsgaarde (ed.), 
Africa Toward 2030: Challenges for Development Policy, 2012, Ch. 3, pp. 36-62. 

Week 11 – Africa, China and the West (25 & 27/3) 

 This week we consider Africa’s continuing aid relationship with the West, and the new 
phenomenon of major trade and investment linkages with China.  How, if at all, do these 
relationships promote development and democracy in Africa? 

R.I. Rotberg, Africa Emerges, 2013, Ch. 9, pp. 151-172. 

I. Taylor, “The Growth of China in Africa,” in J.W. Harbeson and D. Rothchild (eds.), Africa in 
World Politics, 5th ed., 2013, Ch. 13, pp. 283-309. 

J.E. Davies, “Washington’s Growth and Opportunity Act or Beijing’s ‘Overarching Brilliance’: Will 
African Government’s Choose Neither?” Third World Quarterly, 32(6), July 2011, pp. 1147-1163.  

T. Mkandawire, “Aid, Accountability and Democracy in Africa,” Social Research 77(4), January 
2010, pp. 1149-1182. 

CONCLUSION: DEMOCRACY AND DEVELOPMENT IN AFRICA 

Week 12 & 13 – Developmental Dictatorship or Developmental Democracy? (1, 3 & 8/4) 

 We return to the broad course themes by considering the opposing theories of 
“developmental dictatorship” and “developmental democracy”.  Is dictatorship efficient for 
development, or is democracy necessary for development 

A. Leftwich, “Two Cheers for Democracy? Democracy and the Developmental State,” in A. 
Leftwich (ed.) Democracy and Development: Theory and Practice, 1996, Ch. 13, pp. 279-295. 
 
C. Ake, The Feasibility of Democracy in Africa, 2000, Ch. 3 Introduction and Part I, pp. 75-92. 

Molutsi, Patrick, “Botswana: The Path to Democracy and Development,” in E. Gyimah-Boadi 
(ed.), Democratic Reform in Africa: The Quality of Progress, 2004, Ch. 7, pp. 159-180. 
 
G. Bauer and S.D. Taylor, Politics in Southern Africa, 2nd ed., 2011, Ch. 4, pp. 91-118. 
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Academic Accommodations 

The Paul Menton Centre for Students with Disabilities (PMC) provides services to students with 
Learning Disabilities (LD), psychiatric/mental health disabilities, Attention Deficit Hyperactivity 
Disorder (ADHD), Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD), chronic medical conditions, and 
impairments in mobility, hearing, and vision. If you have a disability requiring academic 
accommodations in this course, please contact PMC at 613-520-6608 or pmc@carleton.ca for a 
formal evaluation. If you are already registered with the PMC, contact your PMC coordinator to 
send me your Letter of Accommodation at the beginning of the term, and no later than two 
weeks before the first in-class scheduled test or exam requiring accommodation (if applicable). 
After requesting accommodation from PMC, meet with me to ensure accommodation 
arrangements are made. Please consult the PMC website for the deadline to request 
accommodations for the formally-scheduled exam (if applicable).  

For Religious Observance: Students requesting accommodation for religious observances 
should apply in writing to their instructor for alternate dates and/or means of satisfying academic 
requirements. Such requests should be made during the first two weeks of class, or as soon as 
possible after the need for accommodation is known to exist, but no later than two weeks before 
the compulsory academic event. Accommodation is to be worked out directly and on an 
individual basis between the student and the instructor(s) involved. Instructors will make 
accommodations in a way that avoids academic disadvantage to the student. Instructors and 
students may contact an Equity Services Advisor for assistance (www.carleton.ca/equity). 

 

For Pregnancy: Pregnant students requiring academic accommodations are encouraged to 
contact an Equity Advisor in Equity Services to complete a letter of accommodation. Then, 
make an appointment to discuss your needs with the instructor at least two weeks prior to the 
first academic event in which it is anticipated the accommodation will be required. 

 

Plagiarism: The University Senate defines plagiarism as “presenting, whether intentional or not, 
the ideas, expression of ideas or work of others as one’s own.”  This can include:   

 

• reproducing or paraphrasing portions of someone else’s published or unpublished material, 
regardless of the source, and presenting these as one’s own without proper citation or 
reference to the original source; 

• submitting a take-home examination, essay, laboratory report or other assignment written, in 
whole or in part, by someone else; 

• using ideas or direct, verbatim quotations, or paraphrased material, concepts, or ideas without 
appropriate acknowledgment in any academic assignment; 

• using another’s data or research findings; 
• failing to acknowledge sources through the use of proper citations when using another’s works 

and/or failing to use quotation marks; 
• handing in "substantially the same piece of work for academic credit more than once without 

prior written permission of the course instructor in which the submission occurs. 
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Plagiarism is a serious offence which cannot be resolved directly with the course’s instructor.  
The Associate Deans of the Faculty conduct a rigorous investigation, including an interview with 
the student, when an instructor suspects a piece of work has been plagiarized.  Penalties are 
not trivial. They include a mark of zero for the plagiarized work or a final grade of "F" for the 
course.  

 

Oral Examination: At the discretion of the instructor, students may be required to pass a brief 
oral examination on research papers and essays. 

 

Submission and Return of Term Work: Papers must be handed directly to the instructor and 
will not be date-stamped in the departmental office. Late assignments may be submitted to the 
drop box in the corridor outside B640 Loeb. Assignments will be retrieved every business day at 
4 p.m., stamped with that day's date, and then distributed to the instructor.  For essays not 
returned in class please attach a stamped, self-addressed envelope if you wish to have your 
assignment returned by mail.  Please note that assignments sent via fax or email will not be 
accepted. Final exams are intended solely for the purpose of evaluation and will not be 
returned. 

 

Grading: Assignments and exams will be graded with a percentage grade. To convert this to a 
letter grade or to the university 12-point system, please refer to the following table. 
 

Percentage Letter grade 12-point scale Percentage Letter grade 12-point scale 

90-100 A+ 12 67-69 C+ 6 

85-89 A 11 63-66 C 5 

80-84 A- 10 60-62 C- 4 

77-79 B+ 9 57-59 D+ 3 

73-76 B 8 53-56 D 2 

70-72 B- 7 50-52 D- 1 

 

Grades:  Final grades are derived from the completion of course assignments.  Failure to write 
the final exam will result in the grade ABS.  Deferred final exams are available ONLY if the 
student is in good standing in the course. 

 

Approval of final grades: Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor subject 
to the approval of the Faculty Dean. This means that grades submitted by an instructor may be 
subject to revision. No grades are final until they have been approved by the Dean. 
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Carleton E-mail Accounts: All email communication to students from the Department of 
Political Science will be via official Carleton university e-mail accounts and/or cuLearn.  As 
important course and University information is distributed this way, it is the student’s 
responsibility to monitor their Carleton and cuLearn accounts.  

 

Carleton Political Science Society: The Carleton Political Science Society (CPSS) has made 
its mission to provide a social environment for politically inclined students and faculty. Holding 
social events, debates, and panel discussions, CPSS aims to involve all political science 
students at Carleton University. Our mandate is to arrange social and academic activities in 
order to instill a sense of belonging within the Department and the larger University community. 
Members can benefit through numerous opportunities which will complement both academic 
and social life at Carleton University. To find out more, visit 
http://facebook.com/CarletonPoliticalScienceSociety or come to our office in Loeb D688. 

 

Official Course Outline: The course outline posted to the Political Science website is the 
official course outline.  
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