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Carleton University         Winter 2012 
Department of Political Science 
 

PSCI 3100A 
Politics of Development in Africa 

Tuesday 8:35-11:25 
Please confirm location on Carleton Central 

 
Instructor:  J. Amanda Coffie 
Office:   D694 Loeb 
Office Hours:  Tuesday 1-3pm 
Email:  amanda_coffie@carleton.ca 
 
 
Course Description:  
This course aims to introduce students to the key issues in politics and development in Africa, 
providing them with the theoretical and conceptual tools to evaluate and analyse these issues. 
While the diversity of countries, languages, cultures, histories and political structures across the 
continent make this a challenging objective, the commonalities of experiences across African 
states from colonialism through to the present facilitate an analysis and understanding of many 
important issues. The peculiarities of the African state and its relationship to both domestic 
societies, as well as to the international system, will provide a conceptual focus to the course. 
 
Learning Outcomes: 
1. Critically assess and discuss key features of Africa’s development, such as the colonial legacy, 
structural adjustment policies, democratisation, the politics of aid and the various actors of 
development;  
2. Analyze how Africa relates to the world and African state-society relationship in a variety of 
contexts and from different theoretical perspectives;  
3. Engage with the theoretical debates and literature through concrete case studies from different 
African countries and regions;  
 4. Reflect on the nature of 'Africa' and 'African politics' as a discrete unit of study 
 
 Course Requirements:  
Students are expected to attend class regularly, to read all assigned material, and to participate in 
discussions. The course evaluation will be based on attendance and participation, a research 
paper, a mid-term exams and a take home final exam.  
 
Course Evaluation:  
Attendance and Participation: 20%  
Mid-term Exams: 25% in class  
Research Essay: 30% due the last day of class (12-15 pages)  
Take home final exam 25% Due Tuesday following last day of class 
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Attendance and Participation: half of the mark (10%) will be given to students for simply 
showing up to class. The remaining 10% will be awarded based on class participation. During 
class discussions, students will be asked to contribute relevant and thoughtful arguments, as well 
as participate in group discussions. The class will be divided into two equal discussion groups 
labelled A and B. The groups will alternate each week. Thus, every week lectures will be two 
hours long (including a 15 minutes brake) and the remaining hour will be reserved for discussion 
with only half of the class. 
 
Research Paper: One paper, 12-15 pages, double-spaced, on a topic and/or case study of your 
choice. Topics must be approved prior to beginning your work and must be submitted by March 
6 via e-mail. Details of the paper will be given in class. The paper counts for 30% of your final 
grade. Any essay received after class on the due date will be considered late.  A late penalty of 
one third of one grade point (e.g. from A+ to A) will be assigned for each 24 hour period or a 
part thereof that the essay is late. The maximum late penalty is two whole grade points (e.g. from 
A+ to C+). 
 
Mid-Term Exams In class exams will take place on the 14th of February 2012. This exam will 
be based on the materials used in the course from January 10- February 7. 
 
Take Home Final Exam: The take home final will be distributed in class during the last lecture 
and it will also be made available on WebCT. This exam will be based on the material used 
throughout the course and no additional research will be required. The exam is due on the 9th of 
April, 2012 in my office from 10am to 2pm. Any exams submitted after this time period or 
dropped off in the department’s assignment drop box shall be considered not received and will 
result in a zero percent mark for the student.    
 
 Students are encouraged to attend the scheduled office hours if they have any questions 
related to the course.  As well, email is a good way to get specific answers to specific questions.  
If possible, please use the email associated with the course webpage on WebCt when 
communicating with me about this course.  I will make my best efforts to respond to all email 
queries within 24 hours. 
 
 There is no assigned textbook for this course.  The required readings for each week are 
listed below. I have also included some a list of some useful websites for accessing data on 
development in Africa and specific countries.  All assigned readings are on 2 hour reserve in 
MacOdrum Library.  In addition, all the journal articles are available on-line via the Carleton 
University library system. I will also post any course notes to the course webpage on WebCt 
after the lecture in which they are used. 
 
Week 1: January 10, 2012: Introduction 

• Course overview 

• Introduce syllabus 

Binyavanga Wainaina, “How to write about Africa,” Granta (2006), 
http://www.granta.com/Magazine/92/How-to-Write-about-Africa/Page-1 

http://www.granta.com/Magazine/92/How-to-Write-about-Africa/Page-1


3 

 

 
Week 2: January 17, 2012: Overview of Development Performance in Africa and 
Development Discourse 

• Why focus on development in Africa 

• Classification of African countries  

• Theories and conceptualization of development. 

• What are the ends of development 

 
Readings: 
 
Collier, P., and Gunning J.W. (1999) “Explaining Africa’s Economic Performance” Journal of 
Economic Literature Vol. 37 pp64-111 
 
Randall. V., (2004) “Using and Abusing the Concept of the Third World: Geopolitics and the 
Comparative Study of Development and Underdevelopment,” Third World Quarterly, vol. 25, 
Issue 1 (February 2004): 4153. 
 
W.W. Rostow, The Stages of Economic Growth: A Non Communist Manifesto (Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press, 1960): pp4-16. 
 
Knut G. N. (2001) “Development: The Devil We Know?” Third World Quarterly, 22, (4)  
 
Brohman, J. (1995) “Universalism, Eurocentrism, and Ideological Bias in Development Studies: 
From Modernisation to Neoliberalism,” Third World Quarterly, 16, (1) 
 
Moss, T., 2007, African Development: Making Sense of the Issues and Actors, (Boulder/London: 
Lynne Rienner) chapters 1 &2. 
 
Matthews. S., “Post Development Theory and the Question of Alternatives: A View from 
Africa,” Third World Quarterly, 25, 2 (April 2004): 37384. 
 
 
Week 3: January 24, 2012: Slavery and Colonialism  

• Political and developmental consequences of slavery and the different models of 

colonialism pursued on the continent 

• Struggle for independence and its legacy for Africa’s development 

 
Readings: 
 
Collins R.O. and Burns J.M. (2007), “The European conquest of Africa,” Chapters 18-21 
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Fyfe. C., “The Legacy of Colonialism – Old Colony, New State,” Phylon, vol. 25, no. 3(3 rd 
Quarter, 1964): 24753. 
 
Rodney, W. (1974) How Europe Underdeveloped Africa (Oxford University Press, London) pp 
93-201 
 
Amin, S., “Underdevelopment and Dependence in Black Africa: Origins and Contemporary 
Forms,” Journal of Modern African Studies, 10, 4 (December 1972): 50324. 

 
Week 4: January 31, 2012: The State, Good Governance and Development  

• Examine the role of the state as the lead agent for development 

• Examine the nature of the African state and its political systems 

• The impact of the state and its political system on development 

• Democracy before or after  Development 

 
 
Readings: 
 
Engelbert, P.,“The Contemporary African State: neither African nor State,” Third World 
Quarterly, Vol. 18, No 4, 1997. 
 
Berman B., (1998) “Ethnicity, Patronage and the African State: The Politics of Uncivil 
Nationalism” African Affairs, Vol. 97 No. 388 p.305-341 
 
Mkandawire, T. (2001) “Thinking about Developmental States in Africa”, Cambridge Journal of 
Economics 25(3) 
 
White, G., (1998) “Constructing a Democratic Developmental State” in Mark R. and Gordon W. 
(eds) The Democratic Developmental State (Oxford, Oxford University Press), pp 17-51. 
 

Week 5: February 7, 2012: Gender and Development 
• Concept, history and origin of gender and development 

• Interventions and responses to gender inequality in Africa 

• Gendered outcomes, challenges and constraints 

Readings 

Elson D., (1990) Male Bias in Development (Manchester University Press) Chapter 1. 

Rathgeber E. (1990) “WID, WAD, and GAD: Trends in Research and Practice” Journal of 
Developing Areas 24 (4) pp 489-502 
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Kevane M., (2004) Women and Development in Africa: How Gender Works (Boulder 
Publishers, London) Chapters 9 and 10. 

Reddock R. (2000) “Why Gender? Why Development?” in Parpart, Connelly and Barriteau (eds)  
Theoretical Perspectives on Women and Development, (IDRC, Ottawa) pp 233-250 

 
Week 6: February 14, 2012: In class Mid-Term Exams.  
No Assigned Readings. 
 

February 20-24: Winter Break, Classes Suspended  

 

Week 7: February 28, 2012: The IFIs, Reform and Structural Adjustment in Africa 

• History of IFIs intervention in Africa’s development 

• Political and developmental consequences of international financing strategies in Africa  

• Structural Adjustment the Solution or the Problem 

 
Readings: 
Van de Wall N. (2001) African Economies and the Politics of Permanent Crises 1979-1999) 
chapter 1.  
 
Hutchful, E., (1995) “Adjustment in Africa and Fifty Years of the Bretton Woods Institutions: 
Change or Consolidation?”, Canadian Journal of Development Studies 16(3): 391-417 
 
Williams, Gavin (1994) „Why Structural Adjustment is Necessary and Why it Doesn ‟t Work ‟, 
Review of African Political Economy 60 
 
Mosley P, (1992) “How to Confront the World Bank and Get Away with it: A Case Study of 
Kenya” in Chris Milner and A.J. Rayner (eds.), Policy Adjustment in Africa, (MacMillan). 
 
Week 8: March 6, 2012: NEPAD and the Aid Regime 
  

• Bilateral and Multilateral Aid to Africa 

• Consequences of the Aid Regime  

• NEPAD as the solution  

 
Readings  
Alesina, A., and  Dollar D. (2000). “Who Gives Foreign Aid to Whom and Why?” Journal of 
Economic Growth, 5, pp. 33‐64. 
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Nancy B, Seven Deadly Sins: Reflections on Donor Failings, CGD Working Paper 
Number 50 (2004), http://www.cgdev.org/content/publications/detail/2737 
 
Jeffrey Sachs and colleagues, “Ending Africa's Poverty Trap,” Brookings Papers on 
Economic Activity, (2004), 
http://www.earthinstitute.columbia.edu/endofpoverty/documents/BPEA20041.pdf 
 
Mbaku J.M. 92004) “NEPAD and Prospects for Development in Africa” International Studies 41 
(4) pp. 387-409 
 
Week 9: March 13, 2012: Resolving Africa’s Debt Crises    

• Causes and consequences of Africa’s debt crises 

• The HIPC Solution 

• Alternate solutions: payment, forgiveness, and/or reparation  

Readings: 
Easterly, W., “How Did Heavily Indebted Poor Countries Become Heavily Indebted? Reviewing 
Two Decades of Debt Relief,” World Development, Vol. 30, No. 10, 2002. 
 
Sachs, J., “Resolving the Debt Crisis of Low-Income Countries,” Brookings Papers 
on Economic Activity, 2002. 
http://www.earth.columbia.edu/sitefiles/file/about/director/pubs/BPEA_Sachs1_2002.pdf 
 
Allen T. and Weinhold, D., “Dropping the Debt: Is it such a good idea?” Journal of 
International Development, Vol. 12, No. 6, 2000. 
 
Chauvin N., and Kraay A., “What Has 100 Billion Dollars Worth of Debt Relief 
Done for Low-Income Countries?” World Bank, 2005. 
http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=818504 
 
Eric N., (2002) “Is Good Governance Rewarded? A Cross National Analysis of Debt 
Forgiveness,” World Development, 30, 6 (2002) 

 
Week 10: March 20, 2012 

Conflict and Post -Conflict Development. 

• Causes of conflict and it consequences for development 

• Post conflict rebuilding as a development strategy. 

 

http://www.earthinstitute.columbia.edu/endofpoverty/documents/BPEA20041.pdf
http://www.earth.columbia.edu/sitefiles/file/about/director/pubs/BPEA_Sachs1_2002.pdf
http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=818504
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Readings: 

Zeleza, PT. “The Causes and Costs of War in Africa: From Liberation Struggle to the ‘War on 
Terror’,” in A. Nhema and P.T. Zeleza (eds.), The Roots of African Conflicts: The Causes and 
Costs, 2008, Introduction, pp. 1‐35. 

Ross, Michael, “The Natural Resource Curse: How Wealth Can Make You Poor,” in Ian Bannon 
and Paul Collier (eds.), Natural Resources and Violent Conflict: Options and Actions, 2003, Ch. 
2, pp. 17‐42. 

Busumtwi-Sam J., (2004) “Development and Peace building: Conceptual and Operational 
Deficits in International Assistance” in Ali and Matthews (eds) Durable Peace: Challenges for 
Peace Building in Africa (University of Toronto, Toronto)  

Antonio, D (2001) “The Challenge for Africa: A Culture of Peace, Good Governance and People 
Centred Development,” Asia Pacific Review, 8, (1) 

 
Week 11:  March 27, 2012: The Politics of NGOs and their Implications for Development 

• Civil Society participation in development 

• Are NGO’s democratizing development or a threat to democratic accountability 

• Are NGO’s the alternate solution to the problem with the developmental state 

  
Mw Makumbe, J., “Is there a Civil Society in Africa?” International Affairs, 74, 2 (April 
1998): 305317. 
 
Bebbington, A.J.,Hickey S., and Mitlin D.C. (eds.) Can NGOs Make a Difference? The 
Challenge of Development Alternatives (London, Zed Books), Chapter 1 
 
Nederveen, J.P., (1998) “My Paradigm or Yours? Alternative Development, Post Development, 
Reflexive Development,” Development & Change, Vol. 29, No. 2  
 
Fine B., (1999) “The Developmental State Is Dead—Long Live Social Capital?” Development 
and Change, vol. 30  
 
Igoe, J. (2003) “Scaling up Civil Society: Donor Money, NGOs and the Pastoralist Land Rights 
Movement in Tanzania”, Development and Cultural Change 34(5), pp.863-885 
 
 
Week 12: April 3, 2012  

Concluding Session 

No Assigned Readings. 

Final papers are due in class. 



8 

 

 

Some Useful Data Sources  

The World Bank website on Poverty in Africa 

 http://www4.worldbank.org/afr/poverty/default.cfm 

 Also see: www.allafrica.com 

 A superb source of information, argument and data can be found in the report of the Africa 
Commission: Africa Commission (2005) Our Common Interest. Report of the Commission for 
Africa (London, Commission for Africa), see also its website at: www.commissionforafrica.org 

 The OECD ‟s African Economic Outlook: http://www.africaneconomicoutlook.org/en/ 

 IBRD (International Bank for Reconstruction and Development or The World Bank ‟), World 
Development Report (Washington, annual).  

IBRD (Annual) World Development Indicators (New York, OUP)  

UNDP-Human Development Annual Reports: http://hdr.undp.org/en/ 

The African Union’s NEPAD initiative: http://www.nepad.org/ 

 

Academic Accommodations 

 

For students with Disabilities: Students with disabilities requiring academic accommodations in this 
course must register with the Paul Menton Centre for Students with Disabilities (500 University Centre) for 
a formal evaluation of disability-related needs. Registered PMC students are required to contact the 
centre (613-520-6608) every term to ensure that the instructor receives your request for accommodation. 
After registering with the PMC, make an appointment to meet with the instructor in order to discuss your 
needs at least two weeks before the first assignment is due or the first in-class test/midterm 
requiring accommodations. If you require accommodation for your formally scheduled exam(s) in this 
course, please submit your request for accommodation to PMC by (November 11, 2011 for fall term 
examinations and March 7, 2012 for winter term examinations). 

 

For Religious Observance: Students requesting accommodation for religious observances should apply 
in writing to their instructor for alternate dates and/or means of satisfying academic requirements. Such 
requests should be made during the first two weeks of class, or as soon as possible after the need for 
accommodation is known to exist, but no later than two weeks before the compulsory academic event. 
Accommodation is to be worked out directly and on an individual basis between the student and the 
instructor(s) involved. Instructors will make accommodations in a way that avoids academic disadvantage 
to the student. Instructors and students may contact an Equity Services Advisor for assistance 
(www.carleton.ca/equity). 

http://www4.worldbank.org/afr/poverty/default.cfm
http://www.allafrica.com/
http://www.commissionforafrica.org/
http://www.africaneconomicoutlook.org/en/
http://hdr.undp.org/en/
http://www.nepad.org/
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For Pregnancy: Pregnant students requiring academic accommodations are encouraged to contact an 
Equity Advisor in Equity Services to complete a letter of accommodation. Then, make an appointment to 
discuss your needs with the instructor at least two weeks prior to the first academic event in which it is 
anticipated the accommodation will be required. 

 

Plagiarism: The University Senate defines plagiarism as “presenting, whether intentional or not, the 
ideas, expression of ideas or work of others as one’s own.”  This can include:   

 

• reproducing or paraphrasing portions of someone else’s published or unpublished material, regardless 
of the source, and presenting these as one’s own without proper citation or reference to the original 
source; 

• submitting a take-home examination, essay, laboratory report or other assignment written, in whole or in 
part, by someone else; 

• using ideas or direct, verbatim quotations, or paraphrased material, concepts, or ideas without 
appropriate acknowledgment in any academic assignment; 

• using another’s data or research findings; 
• failing to acknowledge sources through the use of proper citations when using another’s works and/or 

failing to use quotation marks; 
• handing in "substantially the same piece of work for academic credit more than once without prior 

written permission of the course instructor in which the submission occurs. 
 

Plagiarism is a serious offence which cannot be resolved directly with the course’s instructor.  The 
Associate Deans of the Faculty conduct a rigorous investigation, including an interview with the student, 
when an instructor suspects a piece of work has been plagiarized.  Penalties are not trivial. They include 
a mark of zero for the plagiarized work or a final grade of "F" for the course.  

 

Oral Examination: At the discretion of the instructor, students may be required to pass a brief oral 
examination on research papers and essays. 

 

Submission and Return of Term Work: Papers must be handed directly to the instructor and will not be 
date-stamped in the departmental office. Late assignments may be submitted to the drop box in the 
corridor outside B640 Loeb. Assignments will be retrieved every business day at 4 p.m., stamped with 
that day's date, and then distributed to the instructor.  For essays not returned in class please attach a 
stamped, self-addressed envelope if you wish to have your assignment returned by mail.  Please note 
that assignments sent via fax or email will not be accepted. Final exams are intended solely for the 
purpose of evaluation and will not be returned. 

 

Grading: The following is the Carleton University grading system. 
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Percentage Letter grade 12-point scale Percentage Letter grade 12-point scale 

90-100 A+ 12 67-69 C+ 6 

85-89 A 11 63-66 C 5 

80-84 A- 10 60-62 C- 4 

77-79 B+ 9 57-59 D+ 3 

73-76 B 8 53-56 D 2 

70-72 B- 7 50-52 D- 1 

 

Grades:  Final grades are derived from the completion of course assignments.  Failure to write the final 
exam will result in the grade ABS.  Deferred final exams are available ONLY if the student is in good 
standing in the course. 

 

Approval of final grades: Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor subject to the 
approval of the Faculty Dean. This means that grades submitted by an instructor may be subject to 
revision. No grades are final until they have been approved by the Dean. 

 

Connect Email Accounts: All email communication to students from the Department of Political Science 
will be via Connect. Important course and University information is also distributed via the Connect email 
system. It is the student’s responsibility to monitor their Connect account.  

 

Carleton Political Science Society: The Carleton Political Science Society (CPSS) has made its 
mission to provide a social environment for politically inclined students and faculty. Holding social events, 
debates, and panel discussions, CPSS aims to involve all political science students in the after-hours 
academic life at Carleton University. Our mandate is to arrange social and academic activities in order to 
instill a sense of belonging within the Department and the larger University community. Members can 
benefit through numerous opportunities which will complement both academic and social life at Carleton 
University. To find out more, please email carletonpss@gmail.com, visit our website at poliscisociety.com, 
or come to our office in Loeb D688. 

 

Official Course Outline: The course outline posted to the Political Science website is the official course 
outline. 
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