
Carleton University                                                                 
Winter 2012 
Department of Political Science 
 

PSCI 3107 - B 
“The Causes of War” 
18:05 – 20:55 Thursday 

Please confirm location on Carleton Central 
 
Instructor:  Lesley Copeland 
Office: Loeb B646 
Office Hours:  Wednesday 3-4          
Office Phone: 613 520 2600 x 1417 (no voicemail)    
Email: lcopelan@connect.carleton.ca 
 
Course Description: 
Aims:  This course follows the tradition of international relations in asking ‘Why War’, but 
in an age where total war, nuclear weapons, civil war, and terrorism seem to constantly 
change the definition of war. While the statistically-focused and ‘scientific’ approaches to 
war will be discussed, a critical approach will be taken to the study of war based on 
prediction. The theme of this course is the exploration of the causes of the next wars and 
this necessitates an idea of what new wars may look like. From this starting point, we will 
assess a variety of theories and models of war, as well as looking to past historical 
cases and experiences. Students will also learn to use non-tradition media to understand 
war and the future of warfare. 
Content: The course will follow the traditional set of ‘images’ put forward by Kenneth 
Waltz in Man, the State, and War; the individual, state, and systemic images. However, 
other levels of analysis models and theories that challenge these traditional ideas of war 
will also be explored. Lecture, discussion, class exercises and screening of relevant 
films will all contribute to an exploration of old and new ideas of the causes of war.  
Format:  The instructor will present the course content primarily through lectures, which 
will occupy 1.5 hours of each 3 hour class. These lectures will generally cover the 
readings and/or textbook. The second half of the class will consist either of a discussion 
session or film dealing with the causes of war, or both a film excerpt and discussion.  
 
Required Texts 
1. Waltz, Kenneth. Man, the State, and War. (Columbia University Press).  
2. Cashman, Greg. What Causes War ? An Introduction to Theories of International 
Conflict. (Lexington Books).  [any edition] 
Texts are available from Haven Books  
Haven Books: 43 Seneca Street at Sunnyside (2 blocks up Sunnyside from Carleton) 
All other readings: on reserve in the library or on electronic link through reserves 
 
Evaluation: 
Critical Review           2 x10% (1st due on or before Feb 9, 2nd by March 29th) 
Film Review/Presentation           10%  
Essay                        30% (Due March 15th) 
Final Exam                    30% (Scheduled During Final Exam Period)  
Class Participation                       10%  
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Critical Reviews:  Two critical reviews of course readings are required.  
The first review must be submitted at the start of class on or before February 9th (Week 
6), and the second must be submitted at the start of class on or before March 29th  
(Week 12) Students can choose to write a review on any reading on any week up to and 
including the due date for that review (1st – Week 1 to 6) (2nd – Week 7 to 12). 
 The review must be submitted on the week chosen in class, at the start of class 
for that week. So, for example, a student writing on War and The Individual (Week 2) 
must submit the review at the start of class on that week, January 12.  
 
The review should evaluate the argument of one of the week’s readings. The review 
should not be a summary of the reading. It can dispute some or all of the author’s points, 
asses the author’s claims in light of current events, support the author’s points or 
contrast with another reading from the week. The review can draw together the themes 
of more than one reading from the chosen week, but this is not required. The review 
should be up to four pages double spaced. The review must include a title page (not 
counted in the four pages) with a one or two sentence abstract/summary on the title 
page. The review cannot be done on any Cashman, Greg. What Causes War? 
Textbook reading – but Waltz, Kenneth Man, The State, and War readings can be 
selected. 
 
Film Review Presentation: One very short (5 minute) presentation to the class based 
on the film designated for a chosen week. Of a list of films for each week, students will 
sign up for and present on an aspect of the film related to the causes of war. Each 
presenter should also formulate one question about the film for the class to discuss.  
 
Essay: 10 – 12 page essay on a subject selected from a pre-defined list of topics which 
will be given in class and posted on-line. The paper must include at least five academic 
sources not from the course readings lists.  
 
Final Exam: This exam will take place during the scheduled final exam period. It will 
cover the whole course, including readings and the textbooks. Further details will be 
discussed in class. 
 
Class Participation: Grades are based on both attendance and participation. Students 
must attend classes and participate in class discussions and debates.  
 
Term Work 
-All assignments must be double spaced, 12 point font. 
- Assignments must be submitted in class or in office hours, except in exceptional 
circumstances. 
- Assignments can not be submitted by fax or email. 
-Students should check Webct for additional information about assignments. 
-The Political Science drop box is intended to collect late assignments only or if a 
student has extenuating circumstances and is unable to submit the paper directly to the 
instructor in class or during office hours. In an effort to prevent high volumes of 
submissions via the drop box on a due date, the department asks that only late 
assignments or assignments granted a delay be handed in through the drop box.  
-To obtain credit in this course, students must meet all of the course requirements. 
Failure to complete all of the assignments will result in a failing grade for the course. 
Students must also complete the final exam to obtain a credit for this course.  



-Late assignments will be deducted one letter grade per day. For example, a B+ paper, 
one day late, will receive a B.  
- It is not permissible to hand in the same assignment in more than one course.  
 
Early Feedback: Grades for the first Critical Review will be available one week after the 
due date.  
 
Week 1 (January 5) :  Introduction 
• Waltz, Kenneth. Man, the State, and War. Ch 1. [NOT REQUIRED] 
 
Week 2 (January 12) :  New War ? 
How do we define war? Will war as we have know it continue to exist? 
• Cashman and Robinson, An Introduction to the Causes of War, Ch. 1 " Introduction" 
pp. 1-25. ON RESERVE IN Political Science Reading Room C666 Loeb 
• Baudrillard, Jean. The Gulf War Did Not Take Place /translated and with an 

introduction by Paul Patton (Bloomington : Indiana University Press 1995).  "The Gulf 
War Will Not Take Place" pp 23-28 and "The Gulf War: Is it Really taking place" pp 
29-59. ON RESERVE IN Political Science Reading Room C666 Loeb 

• BLOG post, Betz, David “Calm down, dear. It’s only a Commercial: On Cyberwar, 
Blizzard War and Buzzwords in General” at :  
http://kingsofwar.org.uk/2011/06/calm-down-dear-its-only-a-commercial-on-
cyberwar-blizzard-war-and-buzzwords-in-general/ 

 
Week 3 (January 19): War and the Individual 
 The first image, causes in biology and psychology, human nature 
• Waltz. Man, The State, And War.  Chapter 2 “The First Image: International Conflict 

and Human Behaviour.” SELECTED PAGES . 
• Freud, Sigmund.  “Why War ?” in Singer, David and Small, Melvin. International 

War: An Anthology. (Pacific Grove, Calif. : Brooks/Cole, 1989 2nd ed) 
• Cashman, Greg. What Causes War?  The Individual Level of Analysis: Human 

Aggression 
 
Week 4 (January 26):  State-Level I   
Economic causes, war for resources, environmental wars, Marxist explanations of war. 

• Waltz. Man, The State, And War. Chapter 4 “The Second Image: International 
Conflict and The Internal Structures of States.” SELECTED PAGES. 

• “The Economic Foundation of Wars: a soviet view” in Singer, David J. and Small, 
Melvin eds. International War : an anthology. (Pacific Grove, Calif. : Brooks/Cole, 
1989 2nd ed).  

• Thomas Homer-Dixon, "Environmental Changes as Causes of Acute Conflict", in 
Richard K. Betts, ed., Conflict After the Cold War: Arguments on Causes of War 
and Peace (New York: Longman, 2002).  

 
Week 5 (February 2):  State-Level II    
The democratic peace theory, authoritarian states, ideologies and war, dyads. 

• Bruce Russett and Harvey Starr, "From Democratic Peace to Kantian 
Peace," in Midlarsky, Manus. Handbook of War Studies II, pp. 93-128. 

• Sebastian Rosato, "The Flawed Logic of Democratic Peace Theory," American 
Political Science Review (Vol. 97, No. 4, Nov. 2003): 585-602.  

 



Week 6 (February 9): The International System and War  
Systemic (neo)realist theories, alliances, balance of power, hegemony and polarity, 
power transition, cycles 

• Waltz. Man, The State, And War. Chapter 6 “The Third Image: International 
Conflict and International Anarchy.” SELECTED PAGES 

• Cashman, Greg. What Causes War ? Chapter 8 “The International System: 
Anarchy and Power” and Chapter 9 “The International System: Cyclical Theories 
and Historical-Structural Theories of War.”  

 
Week 7 (February 16): Perception and Crisis 
Perception and misperception, bureaucratic politics, groupthink, intelligence, and crises 

• Jervis, Robert. "Hypotheses on Misperception," World Politics, 20:3 (April 1968): 
454-479.  

• Janis, Irving L. “Groupthink among policy makers.” In Sanctions for Evil, ed. 
Nevitt Sanford and Craig Comstock (San Francisco: Jossey-Bass, 1971), 71-89. 

• Cashman, Greg. What Causes War ? Ch 4. Small Group Level of Analysis: 
Governmental Decision-Making 
 

 
Week 8 ( February 23): Winter Break NO CLASS  
 
Week 9 (March 1): Culture, Constructivism and War 
Constructivist approaches, groups, construction of national interest, enemy, society  

• Gray, Colin S.  “National Style in Strategy:The American Example” International 
Security 6 no 2 (1981) pp. 21-47: http://www.jstor.org/stable/2538645. 

• Weldes, Jutta.  Constructing National Interests. European Journal of International 
Relations 2 no 3 (September 1986) pp 275-318. 

 
Week 10 (March 8): New War II Civil, Ethnic, Religious War  
Types of civil wars, ethnic conflicts, religion and war 

• Kalyvas, Stathis N. "New' and 'Old' Civil Wars: A Valid Distinction?," 
World Politics 54 (October 2001).  

• Ted Gurr, "Minorities, nationalists and ethno-political conflict," Chapter 4 in 
Crocker, Chester and Hampson, Fen eds. Managing Global Chaos (1996), pp. 
53-78. 

• Glossop, Ronald. Confronting War : an examination of humanity's most pressing 
problem (Jefferson, N.C. : McFarland, 2001). Ch 5 Group Competition and Group 
Identification. 

 
 
Week 11 (March 15): Feminism, Colonialism, Militarism, Terrorism 
Non-traditional thought on the causes of war, the military-industrial complex 

• Fogarty, Brian. War, Peace, and the Social Order. (Boulder, Colo., Westview 
Press., 1999). Ch 4 Militarism: making war possible. [further reading – Ch 5] 

• Enloe, Cynthia. Maneuvers : the international politics of militarizing women's 
lives. (Berkeley, CA : University of California Press, 2000) pp 1 -11. Electronic 
Resource 

• Enloe, Cynthia. Bananas Beaches & Bases : making feminist sense of 
international politics.( London : Pandora, 1989) pp 11 – 15. Electronic Resource.  

 



Week 12 (March 22): Just War, Humanitarian War, Preventative war 
Pre-emption, prevention and legal and humanitarian reasons for war 

• Van Evera, Stephen. Causes of War (1999), Ch. 3 “Jumping the Gun,”pp.35-72. 
• Tunç, Hakan. “Preemption in the Bush Doctrine,” Foreign Policy Analysis 5 (Jan. 

2009), pp.1-16.   
• Roth, Kenneth. “Setting the Standard” Harvard International Review (Spring 

2004, Vol. 26 Issue 1) p58-62.  
 
Week 13 (March 29):  Conclusion  

• Cashman, Greg. What Causes War? Ch1 Empirical Theory and the Causes of 
War. 

• Kings of War Blog Post “Risky Business: A look at ‘The post-9/11 Military”  
http://kingsofwar.org.uk/2011/09/risky-business-a-look-at-the-post-911-military/ 

• Suganami, Hidemi. On the Causes of War. (Oxford : Clarendon Press ; New York 
: Oxford University Press, 1996). Chapter 1.  [NOT REQUIRED] 
 

Week 14 (April 5):  Exam Review  
Review Session  
 
 
For students with Disabilities: Students with disabilities requiring academic accommodations in 
this course must register with the Paul Menton Centre for Students with Disabilities (500 
University Centre) for a formal evaluation of disability-related needs. Registered PMC students 
are required to contact the centre (613-520-6608) every term to ensure that the instructor 
receives your request for accommodation. After registering with the PMC, make an appointment 
to meet with the instructor in order to discuss your needs at least two weeks before the first 
assignment is due or the first in-class test/midterm requiring accommodations. If you 
require accommodation for your formally scheduled exam(s) in this course, please submit your 
request for accommodation to PMC by (November 11, 2011 for fall term examinations and 
March 7, 2012 for winter term examinations). 
 
For Religious Observance: Students requesting accommodation for religious observances 
should apply in writing to their instructor for alternate dates and/or means of satisfying academic 
requirements. Such requests should be made during the first two weeks of class, or as soon as 
possible after the need for accommodation is known to exist, but no later than two weeks before 
the compulsory academic event. Accommodation is to be worked out directly and on an individual 
basis between the student and the instructor(s) involved. Instructors will make accommodations 
in a way that avoids academic disadvantage to the student. Instructors and students may contact 
an Equity Services Advisor for assistance (www.carleton.ca/equity). 
 
For Pregnancy: Pregnant students requiring academic accommodations are encouraged to 
contact an Equity Advisor in Equity Services to complete a letter of accommodation. Then, make 
an appointment to discuss your needs with the instructor at least two weeks prior to the first 
academic event in which it is anticipated the accommodation will be required. 
 
Plagiarism: The University Senate defines plagiarism as “presenting, whether intentional or not, 
the ideas, expression of ideas or work of others as one’s own.”  This can include:   
 

• reproducing or paraphrasing portions of someone else’s published or unpublished material, 
regardless of the source, and presenting these as one’s own without proper citation or reference 
to the original source; 

• submitting a take-home examination, essay, laboratory report or other assignment written, in 
whole or in part, by someone else; 



• using ideas or direct, verbatim quotations, or paraphrased material, concepts, or ideas without 
appropriate acknowledgment in any academic assignment; 

• using another’s data or research findings; 
• failing to acknowledge sources through the use of proper citations when using another’s works 

and/or failing to use quotation marks; 
• handing in "substantially the same piece of work for academic credit more than once without 

prior written permission of the course instructor in which the submission occurs. 
 

Plagiarism is a serious offence which cannot be resolved directly with the course’s instructor.  
The Associate Deans of the Faculty conduct a rigorous investigation, including an interview with 
the student, when an instructor suspects a piece of work has been plagiarized.  Penalties are not 
trivial. They include a mark of zero for the plagiarized work or a final grade of "F" for the course.  
 
Oral Examination: At the discretion of the instructor, students may be required to pass a brief 
oral examination on research papers and essays. 
 
Submission and Return of Term Work: Papers must be handed directly to the instructor and 
will not be date-stamped in the departmental office. Late assignments may be submitted to the 
drop box in the corridor outside B640 Loeb. Assignments will be retrieved every business day at 4 
p.m., stamped with that day's date, and then distributed to the instructor.  For essays not returned 
in class please attach a stamped, self-addressed envelope if you wish to have your assignment 
returned by mail.  Please note that assignments sent via fax or email will not be accepted. Final 
exams are intended solely for the purpose of evaluation and will not be returned. 
 
Grading: Assignments and exams will be graded with a percentage grade. To convert this to a 
letter grade or to the university 12-point system, please refer to the following table. 
 
Percentage Letter grade 12-point scale Percentage Letter grade 12-point scale 
90-100 A+ 12 67-69 C+ 6 
85-89 A 11 63-66 C 5 
80-84 A- 10 60-62 C- 4 
77-79 B+ 9 57-59 D+ 3 
73-76 B 8 53-56 D 2 
70-72 B- 7 50-52 D- 1 

 
Grades:  Final grades are derived from the completion of course assignments.  Failure to write 
the final exam will result in the grade ABS.  Deferred final exams are available ONLY if the 
student is in good standing in the course. 
 
Approval of final grades: Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor subject to 
the approval of the Faculty Dean. This means that grades submitted by an instructor may be 
subject to revision. No grades are final until they have been approved by the Dean. 
 
Connect Email Accounts: All email communication to students from the Department of Political 
Science will be via Connect. Important course and University information is also distributed via 
the Connect email system. It is the student’s responsibility to monitor their Connect account.  
 
Carleton Political Science Society: The Carleton Political Science Society (CPSS) has made its 
mission to provide a social environment for politically inclined students and faculty. Holding social 
events, debates, and panel discussions, CPSS aims to involve all political science students in the 
after-hours academic life at Carleton University. Our mandate is to arrange social and academic 
activities in order to instill a sense of belonging within the Department and the larger University 
community. Members can benefit through numerous opportunities which will complement both 
academic and social life at Carleton University. To find out more, please email 
carletonpss@gmail.com, visit our website at poliscisociety.com, or come to our office in Loeb 
D688. 
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Official Course Outline: The course outline posted to the Political Science website is the official 
course outline 


