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Carleton University          Winter 2010  

Department of Political Science 

 

PSCI 3109A 

The Politics of Law and Morality 

2:35 p.m. – 5:25 p.m. Mondays 

Please confirm location on Carleton Central 

Instructor: Dan Webb 

Office: B646 Loeb Building 

Office Hours: Mondays, 11:00-12:00 

Phone: (613) 520-2600 (no voice-mail) 

Email: danwebb@connect.carleton.ca 

Grader: Nicholas Kunysz: nkunysz@connect.carleton.ca 

 

Course Description 

 

This class will focus primarily on the intersection of law and morality in various schools of 

political theory.  In this regard, it should be stressed that this course deals with political theory 

more so than legal theory proper.  While there will be some focus on legal debates and court 

decisions, we will mostly read primary texts of canonical political theorists and more 

contemporary pundits.  As much as possible, the instructor will integrate contemporary moral 

debates (e.g., abortion, euthanasia, etc.) into class lectures.  Questions we will explore include: 

What is the origin of law?  How is morality reflected in legal institutions and codes?  How do 

different political and ideological perspectives influence what is perceived to be legitimate forms 

of law and governance?  How do issues of class and gender relate to moral, legal, and political 

thought and practice?   How does political theory deal with the (perceived) fundamental tension 

between the state and the individual?   

 

By the end of the course, students will have developed a sophisticated understanding of the 

individual thinkers and schools of thought covered in the readings and lectures, and students will 

be able to apply some of this theory to contemporary moral debates.  Furthermore, this class will 

prepare students for more advanced course in political theory and political science in general. 

 

  

Texts 
 

The following are required texts for the Fall term and can be purchased in the Carleton 

University bookstore: 

 

* PSCI 3109A Coursepack 

 

 

Evaluation  

 

Discussion Question   = 10% 



Review Essay    = 20%  

Research Paper   = 30% 

Mid-Term Exam   = 40% 

 

* Please Note: For writing assignments, students will be evaluated primarily in terms of: 

1. coherence, depth, and accuracy of argument, 2. inclusion of required number of 

legitimate secondary sources; 3. grammar, style, and structure; 4. quality of thesis 

statement; and 5. actually answering the question posed.  

 

 

Early Feedback 
 

In order for students to get a sense of their standing in the class before the drop deadline, 

the first assignment is due on Feb. 8.   

 

Assignments 
 

1. Discussion Questions (10% of final grade) 

 

Students will choose one week for which they will compose a detailed question regarding the 

previous week’s readings.  These questions will be used to initiate an in-class discussion at the 

beginning of the class.  The discussion is intended to revisit and clarify the previous week's 

lecture, and explore contentious or difficult ideas contained within.  Students must submit their 

questions electronically to the instructor by the Friday before the class in which the discussion 

will take place (i.e., three days prior to the class).  These questions may be any length, but must 

demonstrate that students have reflected upon the readings and lectures in a thoughtful way.  In 

their questions, students may choose to highlight: 1. confusing aspects of what we covered; 2. 

logical or theoretical inconsistencies in the readings or lectures; 3. how the material relates to 

contemporary or historical events, etc..  Students will not need to present anything in class, but 

should be ready to clarify or extrapolate on their questions if the instructor calls on them to do 

so. 

 

2. Review Essay (20% of final grade) 

 

The instructor will provide a list of course-readings from which each student will choose one.  

Students must write a 3-5 page paper that summarises and explores the main points of the 

reading.  The basic format for all written work is: 12 font, Times New Roman, and double-

spaced.  In the review essay students must simply identify the main points the author makes and 

it must be written in a well structured essay format.  This essay requires no secondary sources.  

However, it is required that students include at least 4 direct quotes from the reading.  The 

objective of this assignment is to get a sense of the students’ writing and analytic abilities, and to 

provide feedback to the students before the course drop deadline.  It is due in-class on Feb. 8.  

 

3. Research Essay (30% of final grade) 

 



Students will write a (8-10 page) research paper (12 font, Times New Roman, double-spaced).  A 

minimum of 8 legitimate secondary sources are required, 6 which must come from recognised 

scholarly journals or books.  A list of topics will be distributed that students must choose from, 

unless they clear another topic with the instructor prior to the deadline.  All papers must be 

submitted to the instructor in-class on the assigned date.  The research paper is due on March 15. 

If a student cannot be present when assignments are handed back, they can leave a self-addressed 

stamped envelope with the instructor when they are submitting their paper.  The instructor will 

then mail the graded paper to the student. 

 

4. Take-Home Final Exam (40% of final grade) 

 

Students will be given a take-home exam on the last day of class.  They will have one week to 

finish the exam and submit it to the instructor on the following Monday by 4:00 PM.  The exam 

will consist of a series (between 2 and 4) essay-style questions.  Each question requires 4 direct 

quotes from a minimum of two separate class readings.  Note: Students may not hand in take-

home exams late.  Any late exam will automatically receive a grade of 0. 

 

Late Assignment Policy 

 

Any paper that is handed in after the class is finished on the assigned date will be 

considered late.  There will be no distinction between assignments handed in after the 

class but on the same day of the deadline, and assignment handed in the next day.  

Saturday and Sunday are considered no different than week-days.  All papers handed in 

late will receive deduction of 2% (as a percentage of the final COURSE grade) per day 

late to a maximum of the value of the assignment.  For example, the first paper is worth 

20% of the final course grade.  If a student hands it in one day late, then it is only worth 

18% of the final course grade.  Put another way, every day an assignment is late, the 

student loses 2 out of the possible 100 marks they could have received for the final course 

grade.  

 

There will be no exceptions to this rule (except in case of documented emergencies).  

Late papers can be left in the department of Political Science drop box.  The drop box is 

emptied every weekday at 4:00 PM and time-stamped.  Any papers dropped off after 4:00 

PM will be considered submitted the following day.  

 

 

Academic Support:  
 

If you require research, computer or learning support services, please consult the Carleton 

University Learning Commons at http://www.library.carleton.ca/learning_commons/  

 

For help with academic writing and related issues, please consult the Academic Writing 

Centre and Writing Tutorial Service (http://www.carleton.ca/wts/). 



Schedule 

 

Jan. 4 Introduction 

 

Jan. 11 Ancient Greek Thought 

* Sophocles, Antigone (WEBCT) 

* Plato, The Apology (WEBCT) (Recommended) 

 

Jan.18 Natural Law/Social Contract 

* Thomas Hobbes “Selections from Leviathan” (WEBCT)  

* John Locke “Selections from Two Treatises on Government” (WEBCT) 

 

Jan. 25 Classical Liberalism/Utilitarianism 

* John Stuart Mill On Liberty Chapter 1 and 4 (WEBCT) 

* Jeremy Bentham An Introduction to the Principles of Morals and Legislation  Chapter 

1 (WEBCT) 

 

Feb. 1 Deontology and Discourse Ethics 

* John Rawls (WEBCT) 

* Jurgen Habermas TBA 

 

Feb. 8 Negative and Positive Rights (Review Essay Due) 

* Isaiah Berlin "Two Concepts of Liberty"(WEBCT) 

 

Feb. 15 Reading Week (No classes) 

 

Feb. 22 Marxism 

* Karl Marx "On the Jewish Question" (WEBC)T 

 

Mar. 1 Anarchism and Common Law 

* Nicholas Blomley “Enclosure, Common Right, and the Property of the Poor,” Social and 

Legal Studies, Vol. 17, No. 3, (2008) pp. 311-331. 

*TBA 

  

Mar. 8 State, Nation, Law 

* Benito Mussolini The Doctrine of Fascism (WEBCT)  

* Carl Schmitt TBA  

 

Mar. 15 Violence, Civil Disobedience, Law (Term Paper Due) 

Henry David Thoreau: "Civil Disobedience" (Parts 1, 2, and 3) (WEBCT) 

http://thoreau.eserver.org/civil1.html 

 

Mar. 22 Discursive Legal Theory (Gender)  

* Anna Marie Smith "The Regulation of Lesbian Sexuality Through Erasure: The Case of 



Jennifer Saunders," in Karla Jay, ed., Lesbian Erotics, New York, New York University 

Press, 1995, 164-182 

* Margaret Hillyard Little "The Pecker Detectors are Back" Journal of Canadian  Studies, 1999 

 

Mar. 29 Animal Rights 

* Peter Singer "All Animals Are Equal" 

* Bill C-10B, An Act to amend the Criminal Code (cruelty to animals) (WEBCT) 

 

Apr. 5 Transvaluing Values (Take-Home Exam Distributed) 

* Nietzsche: "Genealogy of Morals" Essay 1 (WEBCT) 

 
Academic Accommodations 
 
For students with Disabilities: Students with disabilities requiring academic accommodations in this 
course must register with the Paul Menton Centre for Students with Disabilities (500 University Centre) for 
a formal evaluation of disability-related needs. Registered PMC students are required to contact the 
centre (613-520-6608) every term to ensure that the instructor receives your request for accommodation. 
After registering with the PMC, make an appointment to meet with the instructor in order to discuss your 
needs at least two weeks before the first assignment is due or the first in-class test/midterm 
requiring accommodations. If you require accommodation for your formally scheduled exam(s) in this 
course, please submit your request for accommodation to PMC by November 16, 2009 for December 
examinations and March 12, 2010 for April examinations. 
 
For Religious Observance: Students requesting accommodation for religious observances should apply 
in writing to their instructor for alternate dates and/or means of satisfying academic requirements. Such 
requests should be made during the first two weeks of class, or as soon as possible after the need for 
accommodation is known to exist, but no later than two weeks before the compulsory academic event. 
Accommodation is to be worked out directly and on an individual basis between the student and the 
instructor(s) involved. Instructors will make accommodations in a way that avoids academic disadvantage 
to the student. Instructors and students may contact an Equity Services Advisor for assistance 
(www.carleton.ca/equity). 
 
For Pregnancy: Pregnant students requiring academic accommodations are encouraged to contact an 
Equity Advisor in Equity Services to complete a letter of accommodation. Then, make an appointment to 
discuss your needs with the instructor at least two weeks prior to the first academic event in which it is 
anticipated the accommodation will be required. 
 
Plagiarism: The University Senate defines plagiarism as “presenting, whether intentional or not, the 
ideas, expression of ideas or work of others as one’s own.”  This can include:   
 

reproducing or paraphrasing portions of someone else’s published or unpublished material, regardless of 
the source, and presenting these as one’s own without proper citation or reference to the original source; 
submitting a take-home examination, essay, laboratory report or other assignment written, in whole or in 
part, by someone else; 
using ideas or direct, verbatim quotations, or paraphrased material, concepts, or ideas without 
appropriate acknowledgment in any academic assignment; 
using another’s data or research findings; 
failing to acknowledge sources through the use of proper citations when using another’s works and/or 
failing to use quotation marks; 
handing in "substantially the same piece of work for academic credit more than once without prior written 
permission of the course instructor in which the submission occurs. 

 

Plagiarism is a serious offence which cannot be resolved directly with the course’s instructor.  The 
Associate Deans of the Faculty conduct a rigorous investigation, including an interview with the student, 
when an instructor suspects a piece of work has been plagiarized.  Penalties are not trivial. They include 



a mark of zero for the plagiarized work or a final grade of "F" for the course.  
 
Oral Examination: At the discretion of the instructor, students may be required to pass a brief oral 
examination on research papers and essays. 
 
Submission and Return of Term Work: Papers must be handed directly to the instructor and will not be 
date-stamped in the departmental office. Late assignments may be submitted to the drop box in the 
corridor outside B640 Loeb. Assignments will be retrieved every business day at 4 p.m., stamped with 
that day's date, and then distributed to the instructor.  For essays not returned in class please attach a 
stamped, self-addressed envelope if you wish to have your assignment returned by mail.  Please note 
that assignments sent via fax or email will not be accepted. Final exams are intended solely for the 
purpose of evaluation and will not be returned. 
 
Approval of final grades: Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor subject to the 
approval of the Faculty Dean. This means that grades submitted by an instructor may be subject to 
revision. No grades are final until they have been approved by the Dean. 
 
Course Requirements: Failure to write the final exam will result in a grade of ABS. FND (Failure No 
Deferred) is assigned when a student's performance is so poor during the term that they cannot pass the 
course even with 100% on the final examination. In such cases, instructors may use this notation on the 
Final Grade Report to indicate that a student has already failed the course due to inadequate term work 
and should not be permitted access to a deferral of the examination. Deferred final exams are available 
ONLY if the student is in good standing in the course. 
 
Connect Email Accounts: All email communication to students from the Department of Political Science 
will be via Connect. Important course and University information is also distributed via the Connect email 
system. It is the student’s responsibility to monitor their Connect account.  
 
Carleton Political Science Society: The Carleton Political Science Society (CPSS) has made its 
mission to provide a social environment for politically inclined students and faculty. Holding social events, 
debates, and panel discussions, CPSS aims to involve all political science students in the after-hours 
academic life at Carleton University. Our mandate is to arrange social and academic activities in order to 
instill a sense of belonging within the Department and the larger University community. Members can 
benefit through numerous opportunities which will complement both academic and social life at Carleton 
University. To find out more, please email  HYPERLINK "mailto:carletonpss@gmail.com" 
carletonpss@gmail.com, visit our website at poliscisociety.com, or come to our office in Loeb D688. 
 
Official Course Outline: The course outline posted to the Political Science website is the official course 
outline. 
 

 


