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           Carleton University         Winter 2012  
Department of Political Science                                                                                     
                                   
 

PSCI 3204A  
The Politics of Latin America 

Wednesday & Friday, 1:00 pm - 2:30 pm (January 4th-April 5th) 
Please confirm location on Carleton Central 

 
Instructor:    Silvina L. Danesi 
Office:     D-683 Loeb 
Office Hours:    Wednesday 3:00 pm - 6:00 pm   
Tel:     (613) 520-2600 #8268 
E-mail:     silvina_danesi@carleton.ca 

 
Objectives and Content 
The goal of this introductory course is to understand the major political and economic phenomena that 
have marked the different countries of Latin America since their independence. It will also provide 
students with the basic tools for analyzing Latin American politics. Using a theme-centered approach, 
the main subjects to be covered are: state building, the roots of economic underdevelopment, populist 
governments, the power of the military, dictatorships, civil wars, the US factor, the process of 
economic and political regional integration, and recent trends in Latin American economy and political 
regimes. 
 
Course Materials 
Course materials are available online through the Carleton library website and the links provided in 
this syllabus, through the reserve desk at the library, or on the course WebCT site. Please advise the 
instructor immediately if you encounter difficulties in obtaining the course materials.  
One text has been ordered for purchase and is available at Carleton University Bookstore. It is:  
 
Vanden, Harry E. and Gary Prevost. 2012. Politics of Latin America: The Power Game, 4th edition.  

New York: Oxford University Press.  
 
Evaluation 
Students will be evaluated on the following basis:  
 

 Class participation and attendance      10%  

 Map quiz     (January 27th)   10% 

 Group presentation & report      20%  

 Research essay    (due in class February 10th) 10%   

 Mid-term exam    (February 17th)   25%  

 Final exam     (in exam period)  25% 
 

1. Class participation and attendance 10% 
Most of your learning will come from the discussions we will have in class. The quality of the 
course will depend on your attendance and dynamism. Attendance will be taken; late arrivals 
will not receive full credit for participation.  I will pay particular attention to important concepts 
and I am ready to answer your questions. Therefore, be curious and participate!  
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2. « The map of the region by heart » Map quiz 10% 
A good understanding of Latin American political issues requires a good knowledge of the 
geography of the region. There will be a 20 minute map quiz on January 27th. Students are 
expected to identify the name of countries and their capitals on a blank map. The following is 
the list of countries and capitals that will be included in the quiz:  

  
Mexico  

 
Mexico City - Distrito Federal South America  

 
     

Colombia  
 

Bogota 
Central America 

   
Venezuela  

 
Caracas 

Guatemala  Guatemala City 
 

Guyana  
 

Georgetown 
Belize  

 
Belmopan 

  
Suriname  

 
Paramaribo  

Honduras  Tegucigalpa 
 

Ecuador  
 

Quito 
El Salvador  San Salvador 

 
Peru  

 
Lima 

Nicaragua  Managua 
  

Bolivia  
 

La Paz 
Costa Rica  San José 

  
Paraguay  

 
Asunción 

Panama  
 

Panama City 
 

Brazil  
 

Brasilia 

     
Uruguay  

 
Montevideo 

Caribbean  
   

Chile  
 

Santiago 
Haiti  

 
Port-au-Prince 

 
Argentina  

 
Buenos Aires 

Dominican Republic  Santo Domingo 
    Cuba  

 
La Havana 

     
 

 
3. « I know something that you do not know about this country »  

Oral presentation & report 20% 
Every class a group of three students will make a 10-minute oral presentation about a Latin   
American country of their choice. Presentations, which will start at 1:00 pm on the dot, must 
include—but not limited to—: 

 Basic demographic information;  

 The person in charge of the executive power, his/her political affiliation;  

 Legislative branch (unicameral-bicameral), political parties in the legislature; percentage of 
each party in the legislature (lower and upper chamber);  

 A summary of the election results and main political events of the country in the last five 
years (2006-2011);  

 The most important news about the country in 2011 (political, social, economic, or cultural 
news); 

 The country’s most popular or traditional music and soccer (fútbol) teams. 
 

Videos; country flags; traditional objects; Velez, Botafogo, Colo-Colo, Chivas T-shirts 
(fútbol teams); and PowerPoint presentations are welcomed. Students will choose their 
favourite country in the first class (January 4th). First come, first served.  
You can get information on the countries for your presentations on the sites listed below.  

 
Report on the oral presentation.  Each group must submit a two-page report on the oral 
presentation. Due: in class the same day as your presentation.  

  
Grade for oral presentations and reports: 

- Be punctual: your presentation starts at 1:00 pm.  
- Individual presentation: you show your enthusiasm; you do not read; you speak 

clearly, and engage the class. You enjoy it!  
- Group mark: the team is dynamic; members help each other and work as a group. 
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- Individual accountability is fundamental in team work. For this reason, this work 
will be followed by a confidential peer-feedback assessment. 

 
There will be no presentations on January 6th -27th, and February 15th-17th. 

 
4. Research essay 10% 

Students will write one research essay on a topic from a list of questions to be distributed in 
the first class (January 4th). These essays should be five pages in length. Due: in class 
February 10th (as per early feedback guidelines, this assignment will be returned by March 
2nd). 

 
5. Mid-term exam 25% 

The first in-class exam will take place on February 17th. In the class immediately precedent to 
the exam, six questions will be given to the students. On the day of the exam, three of the six 
questions will be drawn at random, and the students will have to answer two of them. Multiple 
choice questions about current events and oral presentations will be also asked.  
 

6. Final exam (in exam period: April 11-24, includes Saturdays) 25% 
The final exam will cover material presented in the lectures since the first in-class exam. The 
same formula of the mid-term exam will be used. The six questions will be given to the 
students on April 4th. 
 

Late Policy  
Assignments are due on the dates specified in the course outline. Late papers will be subject to a 
penalty of 2% a day not including weekends. Assignments will not be accepted two weeks after the 
due date. No retroactive extensions will be permitted. Do not ask for an extension on the due date of 
the assignment. Exceptions will be made only in those cases of special circumstances, (e.g. illness, 
bereavement) and where the student has verifiable documentation.  
 
Policies on Assignments:  
All assignments in this course (with the exception of the single-space annotation) must be 12 pt font, 
1.5 line spacing and have standard one-inch margins. They should be free of spelling and grammatical 
errors. They must include appropriate citations and bibliography. Assignments that do not have any 
citations from academic sources will be returned to the student ungraded. 
 
10-minute Mid-Term Teaching Evaluation (February 15th) 
I am interested in having a real-time assessment of my students’ learning experience. The end of the 
semester is too late to make adjustments. Knowing more about your needs and difficulties, as well as 
your perceived effectiveness of my strategies, will enhance my ability to create and actively sustain 
your learning opportunities while I still have time to address your concerns.  
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SCHEDULE- REQUIRED READINGS 
 

 

Week 1 

 
January 4th.   What, How, and When? 
 

DISTRIBUTION LIST OF QUESTIONS RESEARCH ESSAY 
 
Presentation of the course outline, methods of evaluation, components of the grading system, 
organization of oral presentations (be ready to choose your country!), questions about assignments, 
peer-feedback and mid-term teaching evaluations, and general questions you may have.  
 
 
January 6th.   Introduction. Latin America’s diversity 
 
Vanden and Prevost. 2012.  “Chapter 1: An Introduction to Twenty-First Century Latin  

America,” 1-17.  
 
Skidmore, Thomas E., Peter H. Smith, and James N. Green. 2010. “Chapter 1: Why Latin America?” In  

Modern Latin America, 7th edition. New York: Oxford University Press, 3-13. 
 
 
 

Week 2 

 
January 11th.   Colonial Regimes. Independence Process  

   
“Panama Group” presents today and submits its report 

 
Vanden and Prevost. 2012.  “Chapter 2: Early History,” 18-41;  

“Chapter 3: Democracy and Dictators,” 42-49. 
 

Skidmore, Smith, and Green. 2010.  “Chapter 2: The Colonial Foundations,” 14-36; 
 “Chapter 4: Central America and the Caribbean,” 82-90.                                   

 
 
January 13th.  Independence Process: Consequences. Latin America at the End of the 19th 

Century  
 

“Costa Rica Group” presents today and submits its report  
 
Vanden and Prevost. 2012.  “Chapter 3: Democracy and Dictators,” 49-54. 
 
Skidmore, Smith, and Green. 2010.  “Chapter 2: The Colonial Foundations,” 37-41. 
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Week 3 

 
January 18th.   Integration to the International Economic System (1900-1930) 
 

“Nicaragua Group” presents today and submits its report 
 
Skidmore, Smith, and Green. 2010.  “Chapter 12: Strategies for Economic Development,” 351-358; 

“Chapter 4: Central America and the Caribbean,” 91-97;                                   
“Chapter 13: Dynamics of Political Transformation,” 376-379. 

 
 
January 20th.   Causes of Latin American Underdevelopment 
 
   “El Salvador Group” presents today and submits its report 
 
Vanden and Prevost. 2012.  “Chapter 7: The Political Economy of Latin America,” 151-163. 
 
Bulmer-Thomas, Victor. 2003. “Conclusions,” in The Economic History of Latin America since  

Independence, 2nd edition. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 392-410. 
 
 

 

Week 4 

 
January 25th.   Inward Development-Populism (1930-1950) 
 

“Guatemala Group” presents today and submits its report 
 
Skidmore, Smith, and Green. 2010.  “Chapter 12: Strategies for Economic Development,” 358-362; 

“Chapter 13: Dynamics of Political Transformation,” 379-381.  
 
Vanden and Prevost. 2012.  “Chapter 7: The Political Economy of Latin America,” 164-166. 
 
Weyland, Kurt. 2001. « Clarifying a Contested Concept: Populism in the Study of Latin American  

Politics. » Comparative Politics 34:1:1-22.  
Available at: 
http://www.yorku.ca/sbohn/pols4555/Notes/2010/Week%206_2001_Weyland_populism.pdf 
 
Vanden and Prevost. 2012. “Chapter 13: Mexico,” 344-347; “Chapter 15: Brazil,” 400-401; 

“Chapter 16: Argentina,” 430-433. 
 
 
January 27th.   Latin America after 1945: (Short) Democratic Openings and Revolutions 

 
MAP QUIZ (20 MINUTES) 

 
Skidmore, Smith, and Green. 2010.  “Chapter 13: Dynamics of Political Transformation,” 383-384. 
 
Vanden and Prevost. 2012.  “Chapter 12: Guatemala,” 308-312; “Chapter 14: Cuba,” 374- 

381; “Chapter 21: Bolivia,” 578-582. 

http://www.yorku.ca/sbohn/pols4555/Notes/2010/Week%206_2001_Weyland_populism.pdf
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Week 5 

 
February 1st.   Militarism-Military Interventions-Revolutionary Movements  

 
“Mexico Group” presents today and submits its report 

 
Rouquié, Alain. 1987. “Chapter 4: The Rise of the Power of the Military,” in The Military and the  

State in Latin America. Berkeley: University of California Press, 98-116.  
Available at: 

 http://books.google.ca/books?id=KBpdZIq-
UL0C&pg=PA98&lpg=PA98&dq=The+Rise+of+the+Power+of+the+Military+rouquie&source=bl&ots=Q_Oda3ZpUa&sig=L-W2qIonBgwCRStdyvE-GBO7-
As&hl=en&ei=7w_ATsXzIKrY0QGl8InRDA&sa=X&oi=book_result&ct=result&resnum=1&ved=0CBoQ6AEwAA#v=onepage&q&f=false 

 
Vanden and Prevost. 2012.  “Chapter 10: Struggling for Change,” 245-250. 
 
Skidmore, Smith, and Green. 2010.  “Chapter 12: Strategies for Economic Development,” 362-368. 
 
 
February 3rd.   State Terrorism  
 

“Haiti Group” presents today and submits its report 
 
Rouquié, Alain. 1987.  “Chapter 8: From the Law-Abiding Military to the Terrorist 

State,” 224-270.  
 
Rouquié, Alain. 1987.    “Chapter 9: The Exception to the Rule: Praetorian Republics  

and Military Parties,” 271-309. 
Available at: 

http://books.google.ca/books?id=KBpdZIq-
UL0C&pg=PA98&lpg=PA98&dq=The+Rise+of+the+Power+of+the+Military+rouquie&source=bl&ots=Q_Oda3ZpUa&sig=L-W2qIonBgwCRStdyvE-GBO7-
As&hl=en&ei=7w_ATsXzIKrY0QGl8InRDA&sa=X&oi=book_result&ct=result&resnum=1&ved=0CBoQ6AEwAA#v=onepage&q&f=false 

 
  

Week 6 

 
February 8th.   Debt Crisis-Transitions to Democracy   

 
“Cuba Group” presents today and submits its report 

 
Vanden and Prevost. 2012. “Chapter 7: The Political Economy of Latin America,” 166-168. 

“Chapter 17: Chile,” 465-467; “Chapter 15: Brazil,” 402-406; 
“Chapter 16: Argentina,” 434-438. 

 
Skidmore, Smith, and Green. 2010.  “Chapter 4: Central America and the Caribbean,” 97-100; 

“Chapter 6: The Andes,” 168-172. 
 
February 10th.  Civil Wars in Central America 

 
RESEARCH ESSAY DUE TODAY IN CLASS 
 
“Dominican Republic Group” presents today and submits its report 

 
Vanden and Prevost. 2012.   “Chapter 10: Struggling for Change,” 250-259. 

http://books.google.ca/books?id=KBpdZIq-UL0C&pg=PA98&lpg=PA98&dq=The+Rise+of+the+Power+of+the+Military+rouquie&source=bl&ots=Q_Oda3ZpUa&sig=L-W2qIonBgwCRStdyvE-GBO7-As&hl=en&ei=7w_ATsXzIKrY0QGl8InRDA&sa=X&oi=book_result&ct=result&resnum=1&ved=0CBoQ6AEwAA#v=onepage&q&f=false
http://books.google.ca/books?id=KBpdZIq-UL0C&pg=PA98&lpg=PA98&dq=The+Rise+of+the+Power+of+the+Military+rouquie&source=bl&ots=Q_Oda3ZpUa&sig=L-W2qIonBgwCRStdyvE-GBO7-As&hl=en&ei=7w_ATsXzIKrY0QGl8InRDA&sa=X&oi=book_result&ct=result&resnum=1&ved=0CBoQ6AEwAA#v=onepage&q&f=false
http://books.google.ca/books?id=KBpdZIq-UL0C&pg=PA98&lpg=PA98&dq=The+Rise+of+the+Power+of+the+Military+rouquie&source=bl&ots=Q_Oda3ZpUa&sig=L-W2qIonBgwCRStdyvE-GBO7-As&hl=en&ei=7w_ATsXzIKrY0QGl8InRDA&sa=X&oi=book_result&ct=result&resnum=1&ved=0CBoQ6AEwAA#v=onepage&q&f=false
http://books.google.ca/books?id=KBpdZIq-UL0C&pg=PA98&lpg=PA98&dq=The+Rise+of+the+Power+of+the+Military+rouquie&source=bl&ots=Q_Oda3ZpUa&sig=L-W2qIonBgwCRStdyvE-GBO7-As&hl=en&ei=7w_ATsXzIKrY0QGl8InRDA&sa=X&oi=book_result&ct=result&resnum=1&ved=0CBoQ6AEwAA#v=onepage&q&f=false
http://books.google.ca/books?id=KBpdZIq-UL0C&pg=PA98&lpg=PA98&dq=The+Rise+of+the+Power+of+the+Military+rouquie&source=bl&ots=Q_Oda3ZpUa&sig=L-W2qIonBgwCRStdyvE-GBO7-As&hl=en&ei=7w_ATsXzIKrY0QGl8InRDA&sa=X&oi=book_result&ct=result&resnum=1&ved=0CBoQ6AEwAA#v=onepage&q&f=false
http://books.google.ca/books?id=KBpdZIq-UL0C&pg=PA98&lpg=PA98&dq=The+Rise+of+the+Power+of+the+Military+rouquie&source=bl&ots=Q_Oda3ZpUa&sig=L-W2qIonBgwCRStdyvE-GBO7-As&hl=en&ei=7w_ATsXzIKrY0QGl8InRDA&sa=X&oi=book_result&ct=result&resnum=1&ved=0CBoQ6AEwAA#v=onepage&q&f=false
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Week 7 

 
February 15th.   Neoliberal Reforms of the 1990s 
 

DISTRIBUTION MID-TERM EXAM QUESTIONS 
 
2:20pm: 10-MINUTE MID-TERM TEACHING EVALUATION 

 
Vanden and Prevost. 2012.  “Chapter 7: The Political Economy of Latin America,” 169-171;  

177-181. 
 

Skidmore, Smith, and Green. 2010.  “Chapter 12: Strategies for Economic Development,” 368-372. 
 
Williamson, John. 2003. “Summing Up,” in After the Washington Consensus: Restarting Growth and  

Reform in Latin America, ed. Pedro-Pablo Kuczynski and John Williamson. Washington D.C. 
Institute for International Economics, 305-321. 
 

 
February 17th.   MID-TERM EXAM  

 
 
 

20-24. February. Winter Break. 
 
 
 

Week 8 

 
February 29th.    The US Factor 

 
“Honduras Group” presents today and submits its report 

 
Vanden and Prevost. 2012.   “Chapter 11: U.S.-Latin American Relations,” 277-303.  
 
 
March 2nd.   The US Factor (cont.) 

 
RETURN RESEARCH ESSAY 
 
“Bolivia Group” presents today and submits its report 

 
Lowenthal, Abraham F. 2011. “The Obama Administration and the Americas,” in Shifting the Balance:  

Obama and the Americas, ed. Abraham F. Lowenthal, Theodore J. Piccone, and Laurence 
Whitehead. Washington, D.C.: Brookings Institution Press, 1-28. 

Available at: 
http://www.brookings.edu/~/media/Files/Press/Books/2010/shiftingthebalance/shiftingthebalance_chapt
er.pdf 

 

 
 

http://www.brookings.edu/~/media/Files/Press/Books/2010/shiftingthebalance/shiftingthebalance_chapter.pdf
http://www.brookings.edu/~/media/Files/Press/Books/2010/shiftingthebalance/shiftingthebalance_chapter.pdf
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Week 9 

 
March 7th.   Latin American Integration. History and Institutions 

 
“Paraguay Group” presents today and submits its report 

 
Vanden and Prevost. 2012.  “Chapter 7: The Political Economy of Latin America,” 171-177. 
 
Dabène, Olivier. 2009. “Chapter 1: Historical and Theoretical Guideline,” in The Politics of Regional  

Integration in Latin America: Theoretical and Comparative Explorations. New York: Palgrave 
Macmillan, 3-36. 

 
 
March 9th.   Latin American Integration (cont.).  Integration and Democratization  

 
“Ecuador Group” presents today and submits its report 

 
Dabène, Olivier. 2009.    “Chapter 3: Building a Collective Defense of Democracy,” 61- 

81. 
 
 
 

Week 10 

 
March 14th.   Neopopulism in the 1990s and 2000s 
 

“Venezuela Group” presents today and submits its report 
 
Weyland, Kurt. 2003. « Neopopulism and Neoliberalism in Latin America, How Much Affinity? » Third  

World Quarterly 24:6: 1095-1115.  
Available at: 
https://fhs.uhk.cz/politologie/texty/sprinpa1/informace/lam-populism-weyland.pdf 
 
Armony, Victor. 2005. Populism and Neo-populism in Latin America. Paper prepared for: After Neo- 

liberalism? Consequences for citizenship, in the series Claiming Citizenship in the Americas, 
organised by the Canada Research Chair in Citizenship and Governance, Université de 
Montréal, November 4-5.  

Available at:  
http://www.cccg.umontreal.ca/pdf/armony%20udm%202005.pdf 
 
 
March 16th.   Gender and Politics in Latin America 
 

“Colombia Group” presents today and submits its report 
 
Guest speaker: Dr. Laura Macdonald, Carleton University 
     
Vanden and Prevost. 2012.   “Chapter 5: Society, Family, and Gender,” 104-130. 
 
 

https://fhs.uhk.cz/politologie/texty/sprinpa1/informace/lam-populism-weyland.pdf
http://www.cccg.umontreal.ca/pdf/armony%20udm%202005.pdf
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Week 11 

 
March 21th.   The Turn to the Left 
    

“Peru Group” presents today and submits its report 
 
Castaneda, Jorge G. 2006. « Latin America's Left Turn. » Foreign Affairs 85.3:28-43. 
 
Luna, Juan P. 2010. “The Left Turns: Why They Happened and How They Compare,” in Latin America’s  

Left Turns: Politics, Policies, and Trajectories of Change, ed. Maxwell A. Cameron and Eric 
Hershberg. Boulder, Colo.; London : Lynne Rienner Publishers, 23-40. 

 
 
March 23th.   The Quality of “Latin American” Democracies: Introduction 
 

“Brazil Group” presents today and submits its report 
 
Valenzuela, Arturo. 2004. « Latin American Presidencies Interrupted. » Journal of Democracy 15.4:5-  

19. 
Available at:  
http://www.journalofdemocracy.org/articles/gratis/Valenzuela-15-4.pdf 
 
Navia, Patricio and Ignacio Walker. 2010. “Political Institutions, Populism, and Democracy in 

Latin America,” in Democratic Governance in Latin America, ed. Scott Mainwaring and Timothy 
R. Scully. Stanford: Stanford University Press, 245-265.  

Available at:  
https://www6.miami.edu/hemispheric-policy/8NaviaWalker.pdf 

 
 

Week 12 

 
March 28th.   Evaluating “Latin American” Democracies 
 

“Uruguay Group” presents today and submits its report 
 
Domínguez, Jorge I. 2003. “Constructing Democratic Governance in Latin America – Taking Stock  

of the 1990s,” in Constructing Democratic Governance in Latin America, ed. Jorge I. Domínguez 
and Michael Shifter. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 351-81/437-39.  

Available at:  
http://www.people.fas.harvard.edu/~jidoming/images/jid_constructing.pdf 
 
 
Domínguez, Jorge I. 2008. “Three Decades since the Start of the Democratic Transitions,” in  

Constructing Democratic Governance in Latin America, ed. Jorge I. Domínguez and Michael 
Shifter. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 323-52/398-400. 

Available at:  
http://www.people.fas.harvard.edu/~jidoming/images/jid_three.pdf 
 
 
 

https://www6.miami.edu/hemispheric-policy/8NaviaWalker.pdf
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March 30th.   Evaluating “Latin American” Democracies (cont.) 
 
“Argentina Group” presents today and submits its report  

 
Levine, Daniel H. and José E. Molina. 2011. “The Quality of Democracy: Strengths and Weaknesses in  

Latin America,” in The Quality of Democracy in Latin America, ed. Daniel H. Levine and José E. 
Molina. Boulder:  Lynne Rienner Publishers, 245-260.   

 
 

Week 13 

 
April 4th.   Course Wrap-Up 
 

DISTRIBUTION FINAL EXAM QUESTIONS 
  
“Chile Group” presents today and submits its report 

 
Insulza, José M. 2010. “Postscript: Democratic Governance in Latin America,” in Democratic  

Governance in Latin America, ed. Scott Mainwaring and Timothy R. Scully. Stanford: Stanford 
University Press, 398-404.  

 
 
 

 
Online sources to help you prepare your presentations and to follow the political and economic 
news of Latin America 
 
CIA-The World Factbook  

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/index.html 
 
Latin America and the Caribbean: Selected Economic and Social Data 

http://lac.eads.usaidallnet.gov/ 
 
Political Database of the Americas 

http://pdba.georgetown.edu/ 
 
latinnews.com 

http://www.latinnews.com/ 
 
 

Academic Accommodations 
 
For students with Disabilities: Students with disabilities requiring academic accommodations in this 
course must register with the Paul Menton Centre for Students with Disabilities (500 University Centre) 
for a formal evaluation of disability-related needs. Registered PMC students are required to contact 
the centre (613-520-6608) every term to ensure that the instructor receives your request for 
accommodation. After registering with the PMC, make an appointment to meet with the instructor in 
order to discuss your needs at least two weeks before the first assignment is due or the first in-class 
test/midterm requiring accommodations. If you require accommodation for your formally scheduled 
exam(s) in this course, please submit your request for accommodation to PMC by (November 11, 2011 
for fall term examinations and March 7, 2012 for winter term examinations). 

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/index.html
http://pdba.georgetown.edu/
http://www.latinnews.com/


 
                                                                                                                                                                                    

Page 11 of 12 

 

 

For Religious Observance: Students requesting accommodation for religious observances should 
apply in writing to their instructor for alternate dates and/or means of satisfying academic 
requirements. Such requests should be made during the first two weeks of class, or as soon as possible 
after the need for accommodation is known to exist, but no later than two weeks before the 
compulsory academic event. Accommodation is to be worked out directly and on an individual basis 
between the student and the instructor(s) involved. Instructors will make accommodations in a way 
that avoids academic disadvantage to the student. Instructors and students may contact an Equity 
Services Advisor for assistance (www.carleton.ca/equity). 
 
For Pregnancy: Pregnant students requiring academic accommodations are encouraged to contact an 
Equity Advisor in Equity Services to complete a letter of accommodation. Then, make an appointment 
to discuss your needs with the instructor at least two weeks prior to the first academic event in which it 
is anticipated the accommodation will be required. 
 
Plagiarism: The University Senate defines plagiarism as “presenting, whether intentional or not, the 
ideas, expression of ideas or work of others as one’s own.”  This can include:   
 

 reproducing or paraphrasing portions of someone else’s published or unpublished material, 
regardless of the source, and presenting these as one’s own without proper citation or reference to 
the original source; 

 submitting a take-home examination, essay, laboratory report or other assignment written, in whole 
or in part, by someone else; 

 using ideas or direct, verbatim quotations, or paraphrased material, concepts, or ideas without 
appropriate acknowledgment in any academic assignment; 

 using another’s data or research findings; 

 failing to acknowledge sources through the use of proper citations when using another’s works 
and/or failing to use quotation marks; 

 handing in "substantially the same piece of work for academic credit more than once without prior 
written permission of the course instructor in which the submission occurs. 
 

Plagiarism is a serious offence which cannot be resolved directly with the course’s instructor.  The 
Associate Deans of the Faculty conduct a rigorous investigation, including an interview with the 
student, when an instructor suspects a piece of work has been plagiarized.  Penalties are not trivial. 
They include a mark of zero for the plagiarized work or a final grade of "F" for the course.  
 
Oral Examination: At the discretion of the instructor, students may be required to pass a brief oral 
examination on research papers and essays. 
 
Submission and Return of Term Work: Papers must be handed directly to the instructor and will not 
be date-stamped in the departmental office. Late assignments may be submitted to the drop box in 
the corridor outside B640 Loeb. Assignments will be retrieved every business day at 4 p.m., stamped 
with that day's date, and then distributed to the instructor.  For essays not returned in class please 
attach a stamped, self-addressed envelope if you wish to have your assignment returned by mail.  
Please note that assignments sent via fax or email will not be accepted. Final exams are intended solely 
for the purpose of evaluation and will not be returned. 
 

 

Grading: Assignments and exams will be graded with a percentage grade. To convert this to a letter 
grade or to the university 12-point system, please refer to the following table. 
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Percentage Letter grade 12-point scale Percentage Letter grade 12-point scale 

90-100 A+ 12 67-69 C+ 6 

85-89 A 11 63-66 C 5 

80-84 A- 10 60-62 C- 4 

77-79 B+ 9 57-59 D+ 3 

73-76 B 8 53-56 D 2 

70-72 B- 7 50-52 D- 1 

 
Grades:  Final grades are derived from the completion of course assignments.  Failure to write the final 
exam will result in the grade ABS.  Deferred final exams are available ONLY if the student is in good 
standing in the course. 
 
Approval of final grades: Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor subject to the 
approval of the Faculty Dean. This means that grades submitted by an instructor may be subject to 
revision. No grades are final until they have been approved by the Dean. 
 
Connect Email Accounts: All email communication to students from the Department of Political 
Science will be via Connect. Important course and University information is also distributed via the 
Connect email system. It is the student’s responsibility to monitor their Connect account.  
 
Carleton Political Science Society: The Carleton Political Science Society (CPSS) has made its mission 
to provide a social environment for politically inclined students and faculty. Holding social events, 
debates, and panel discussions, CPSS aims to involve all political science students in the after-hours 
academic life at Carleton University. Our mandate is to arrange social and academic activities in order 
to instill a sense of belonging within the Department and the larger University community. Members 
can benefit through numerous opportunities which will complement both academic and social life at 
Carleton University. To find out more, please email carletonpss@gmail.com, visit our website at 
poliscisociety.com, or come to our office in Loeb D688. 
 
Official Course Outline: The course outline posted to the Political Science website is the official course 
outline. 
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