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PSCI 3206A 

The Government and Politics of Western Europe 
Lecture: Wednesday 14:35 – 17:25 

Please confirm location on Carleton Central 

 

Instructor:  William Biebuyck                                Email: wbiebuyc@connect.carleton.ca 

Office:  Loeb A611        Phone: (613) 520-2600 x 2773 

Office Hours: Wednesday 9-11 am                                                                                      

 

Course Description and Objectives: 

   

The goal of this course is to familiarize students with the political institutions, processes, 

economies and state-society relations within Western Europe. This important region is more than 

a collection of stable parliamentary democracies. Western Europe is also defined by its violent 

history of class and inter-state conflict, as well as a more recent commitment to building welfare 

states and pursuing European integration. By utilizing two approaches throughout the course - 

comparative political science and historical/political sociology - students will be provided with 

different ways of interpreting the rapid transformations of European politics over the past 

century.  

 

The course is divided into three sections. The first section examines the historical background of 

the modern state in Western Europe. Under what conditions did the centralized – yet 

predominately liberal – European state come into being? How has the underlying relationship 

between the state and its citizenry changed since the time of initial industrialisation, and again 

after WWII?  The second section compares the political institutions, welfare states, electoral 

politics and party systems of three large and influential states; the United Kingdom, France and 

Germany. The third section explores recent transformations in European politics that have (or 

may) upset the political order created after WWII. This includes the impact of neoliberalism, 

„Europeanization‟, far-right populism and forms of resistance to state.     

    

Readings: 

There are two required texts for the course: 

(available for purchase in the Carleton Bookstore) 

 

Kesselman (ed). 2009. European Politics in Transition 6
th

 ed. Houghton Mifflin 

 

Judt, Tony. 2005.  Postwar: A History of Europe Since 1945. Penguin 

 

Note: Readings from non-course texts will be made available on WebCT.  The newspaper and 

journal articles can be accessed via the subscription databases of MacOdrum Library. 
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Assignments and Evaluation: 

Mid-term Exam      40% (in class on March 2) 

Final Exam                  35% (TBA; during formal exam period) 

Reflection paper          15% (due March 30) 

Attendance                  10%  (recorded every class) 

 

Mid-Term Examination: 

A mid-term exam will be given in class on March 2.  The exam will consist of a combination of 

short answers and essay questions. It will cover topics from readings and lectures from the first 

half of the course. If attendance on this day poses a problem, you should contact the instructor 

immediately. 
 

Final Exam: 

The final exam will be held during the scheduled examination period. The final exam will consist 

of two shorter essays. Your answers should draw from both course readings and lectures. While 

the final exam is not cumulative per se, you are encouraged to make linkages with themes from 

the first half of the course in your responses. 

 

Media Sources 

Because this course covers historical developments and current themes/problems, it is highly 

recommended students follow political developments through print or web media. The following 

is a list of (English) daily newspapers, weekly periodicals and websites that offer extensive 

coverage of Western European politics: 

The New York Times   www.nyt.com    (registration free, paper edition also available  

                                                                around Ottawa) 

Washington Post     www.washingtonpost.com   (registration free) 

Christian Science Monitor  www.csmonitor.com 

Economist   (find at libraries or newsstands) 

BBC  www.bbc.co.uk 

EUobserver www.euobserver.com  (great site for current news on EU) 

The Guardian  www.guardian.co.uk.      

Financial Times www.ft.com 

Deutsche Welle www.du-world.de 

Centre for European Policy Studies www.ceps.eu (think tank) 

 

Critical Reflection Essay: 

This essay is not intended as a research paper. Rather, it is an opportunity for students to engage 

critically with one of the reading from the course. The premise is quite simple; (i) choose one 

reading that does not come from the textbook (ii) describe the main points of the reading, and 

(iii) present evidence that either supports or contests the central claims of the reading. For 

example: Does the essay/chapter represent the problem accurately? Are the arguments logical 

and consistent? Could the central argument of the piece be contested by drawing on other 

cases/events from Western Europe? Would a different theoretical approach provide a more 

convincing analysis of the phenomena under investigation?  While outside sources should be 

used, they should be selectively deployed.  The stress here is on using a few outside sources to 

engage one course reading in a substantive/analytical manner. The essay must go beyond mere 

http://www.ft.com/
http://www.du-world.de/
http://www.ceps.eu/
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description, though around 30-40% of the essay may be used to provide a summary of the 

reading. The paper should be around 8 pages in length.  Papers are due on March 30
th

.  Late 

papers will be penalized 5% per day. 

 

Attendance: 

It is expected that students attend lectures. It will be difficult, if not impossible, to receive 

satisfactory marks on exams without attending class. The final mark for this course is entirely 

determined by mastery of course material, not independent student research.  Please note: Some 

information will be presented in lecture that may not be found in the readings (and vice versa). 

Attendance will be recorded at the end of each course.  

 

Returning Assignments: 

All assignments will be given a numerical mark and a corresponding letter grade. Students will 

have their mid-term exams returned to them in class (the critical reflection paper will be returned 

at the exam). Papers should be handed in on the due date, or before, in class. Late papers may be 

put in the drop box outside the Political Science office. Note: Anything that arrives in the drop 

box later than 4 p.m is stamped with the next day’s date.  

 

Schedule: (Both the reading list and the dates are subject to change. Any changes will be 

announced in class. I have a long list of „supplementary‟ readings for most weeks of the course. 

Please ask if you are interested!) 

 

Section I – The Making of the Modern Western European State 

 

January 5:  Introduction to Course 

 No required readings 

 Review of course outline 

 

January 12:  Creating Modern States and Citizens in Western Europe 

 Kesselman pp. 1-34 

 Tilly, Charles (ed). 1975. “Reflections on the History of European State-making” 

      in The Formation of National States in Western Europe, pp. 3-48. 

 Darnton, Robert. 1999. Chapter 1: “Peasants Tell Tales: The Meaning of Mother Goose”, in 

The Great Cat Massacre, pp. 9-72. 

  

January 19:  Interwar Period and Postwar (WWII) Recovery   

 Halperin, Sandra. 2004. “The Polarization of European Society, 1918-1939” in  

War and Social Change in Modern Europe, pp. 175-199. 

 Polanyi, Karl. 2001.  Introduction and Chapters 1-2, in The Great Transformation, pp. xviii-

xxxviii, pp. 3-32. 

 Judt. Chapter 3: “The Rehabilitation of Europe” pp. 63-99. 

 

January 26:  The Rise of ‘Social Liberalism’  

 Mazower, Mark. 1998. Chapter 6: “Blueprints for the Golden Age” in Dark Continent: 

Europe’s Twentieth Century”, pp. 182-211. 

 Judt. Chapters 10 and 11: “The Age of Affluence” and “The Social Democratic Moment” pp. 
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324-389 

 Harris, Jose. Chapter 16: “The Making of the Beveridge Report” in William Beveridge: A 

Biography, pp. 365-412 

 

Section II – The Comparative Approach 

 

 February 2:  The Welfare State and Postwar Economic Government  

 Esping Anderson. 1990. Chapters 1 and 2, in The Three Worlds of Welfare Capitalism. pp. 1-

54.  

 Milward, Alan. 1992. Chapter 2: “The Postwar Nation-State” in The European Rescue of the 

Nation-State, pp. 21-45  

 Kesselman pp. (UK) 52-68, (France) 120-130, (Germany) 194-207 

 

 February 9: Comparing States: Institutions 

 Kesselman pp. (UK) 36-49, 72-81 (France) 104-118, 132-145 (Germany) 176-192, 210-222 

 

February 16: Comparing States: Parties and Elections 

 Kesselman pp. (UK) 84-94 (France) 148-163 (Germany) 224-237 

 Markus Crepaz & Jürg Steiner. 2011. “Political Parties” in European Democracies, 

 pp. 16-47. 

 *lecture will include additional information on party formation and party/system      

evolution not covered in readings 

 

February 23: Winter Break.  

 

March 2: Mid-Term Examination (in class) 

 No assigned readings. Please review course readings and lecture notes. 

 

Section III – Current Themes in Western European Politics 

  

March 9 & 16: Shifts in Economic Governance: Neoliberalism and ‘Europeanization’ 

 Judt. “Chapter 17: The New Realism” pp. 535-558. 

 Mudge, S. 2008. What is neo-liberalism? Socio-Economic Review 6: 703-731. 

 Bastow, Steve. 2003.  Chapters 1 and 2: “Ideology in Crisis” and “New Labour‟s Third Way” 

in Third Way Discourse, pp. 21-71 

 Kesselman pp. 478-533. 

 Gray, Anne. 2004. Chapter 8: “The Drift Towards Workfare in Europe” in Unsocial Europe, 

pp. 160-188. 

 Mattei, Paolo. 2009. Chapter 1: “The New Administrative Settlement of the Welfare 

State” in Restructuring Welfare Organizations in Europe, pp. 1-33. 

 

March 23:  The Far-Right & Populism as Political Forces  

 Lloyd, John. 2003.  “The Closing of the European Gates? The New Populist Parties of 

Europe” Political Quarterly 74(4): 88-99. 

 Carter, Elisabeth. 2005. Chapter 2: “Party Ideology” in The Extreme Right in Western 
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Europe, pp. 13-63. 

 Taggart, Paul. 2004. “Populism and Representative Politics in Contemporary Europe” 

Journal of Political Ideologies 9(3): 269-288 

 Thijl Sunier & Rob van Ginkel. 2006. “At Your Service! Reflections on the rise of Neo-

nationalism in the Netherlands” in Neo-Nationalism in Europe and Beyond, pp. 107-124. 

 

March 30:  Resistance, Citizenship & the State 

 Judt. “Chapter 12: The Spectre of Revolution” pp. 390-421. 

 Lucassen, Leo. 2005. Chapter 6: “Foreigners Within? Turks in Germany (1960-2002)” in The 

Immigrant Threat, pp 144-170 

 Cathy Lisa Schneider. 2008. “Police Power and Race Riots in Paris” Politics and Society 

36(1): 133-59. 

 Kastoryano, Riva. 2006. “French Secularism and Islam: France‟s Headscarf Affair” in 

Multiculturalism, Muslims and Citizenship, pp. 57-69. 

 NYT, “Roma on the Move, Test Europe‟s „Open Borders‟” Sep 16, 2010. 

 NYT, “Veiled Threats” (commentary by Martha Nussbaum) June 11, 2010. 

 NYT, “The New Pariahs” June 22, 2008. 

 

 

 
Academic Accommodations 
 
For students with Disabilities: Students with disabilities requiring academic accommodations in this 
course must register with the Paul Menton Centre for Students with Disabilities (500 University Centre) for 
a formal evaluation of disability-related needs. Registered PMC students are required to contact the 
centre (613-520-6608) every term to ensure that the instructor receives your request for accommodation. 
After registering with the PMC, make an appointment to meet with the instructor in order to discuss your 
needs at least two weeks before the first assignment is due or the first in-class test/midterm 
requiring accommodations. If you require accommodation for your formally scheduled exam(s) in this 
course, please submit your request for accommodation to PMC by November 15 2010 for December 
examinations and March 11 2011 for April examinations. 
 
For Religious Observance: Students requesting accommodation for religious observances should apply 
in writing to their instructor for alternate dates and/or means of satisfying academic requirements. Such 
requests should be made during the first two weeks of class, or as soon as possible after the need for 
accommodation is known to exist, but no later than two weeks before the compulsory academic event. 
Accommodation is to be worked out directly and on an individual basis between the student and the 
instructor(s) involved. Instructors will make accommodations in a way that avoids academic disadvantage 
to the student. Instructors and students may contact an Equity Services Advisor for assistance 
(www.carleton.ca/equity). 
 
For Pregnancy: Pregnant students requiring academic accommodations are encouraged to contact an 
Equity Advisor in Equity Services to complete a letter of accommodation. Then, make an appointment to 
discuss your needs with the instructor at least two weeks prior to the first academic event in which it is 
anticipated the accommodation will be required. 
 
Plagiarism: The University Senate defines plagiarism as “presenting, whether intentional or not, the 
ideas, expression of ideas or work of others as one’s own.”  This can include:   
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 reproducing or paraphrasing portions of someone else’s published or unpublished material, regardless 
of the source, and presenting these as one’s own without proper citation or reference to the original 
source; 

 submitting a take-home examination, essay, laboratory report or other assignment written, in whole or in 
part, by someone else; 

 using ideas or direct, verbatim quotations, or paraphrased material, concepts, or ideas without 
appropriate acknowledgment in any academic assignment; 

 using another’s data or research findings; 

 failing to acknowledge sources through the use of proper citations when using another’s works and/or 
failing to use quotation marks; 

 handing in "substantially the same piece of work for academic credit more than once without prior 
written permission of the course instructor in which the submission occurs. 
 

Plagiarism is a serious offence which cannot be resolved directly with the course’s instructor.  The 
Associate Deans of the Faculty conduct a rigorous investigation, including an interview with the student, 
when an instructor suspects a piece of work has been plagiarized.  Penalties are not trivial. They include 
a mark of zero for the plagiarized work or a final grade of "F" for the course.  
 
Oral Examination: At the discretion of the instructor, students may be required to pass a brief oral 
examination on research papers and essays. 
 
Submission and Return of Term Work: Papers must be handed directly to the instructor and will not be 
date-stamped in the departmental office. Late assignments may be submitted to the drop box in the 
corridor outside B640 Loeb. Assignments will be retrieved every business day at 4 p.m., stamped with 
that day's date, and then distributed to the instructor.  For essays not returned in class please attach a 
stamped, self-addressed envelope if you wish to have your assignment returned by mail.  Please note 
that assignments sent via fax or email will not be accepted. Final exams are intended solely for the 
purpose of evaluation and will not be returned. 
 

Grading: Assignments and exams will be graded with a percentage grade. To convert this to a letter 

grade or to the university 12-point system, please refer to the following table. 

 

Percentage Letter grade 12-point scale Percentage Letter grade 12-point scale 

90-100 A+ 12 67-69 C+ 6 

85-89 A 11 63-66 C 5 

80-84 A- 10 60-62 C- 4 

77-79 B+ 9 57-59 D+ 3 

73-76 B 8 53-56 D 2 

70-72 B- 7 50-52 D- 1 
 
 
Approval of final grades: Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor subject to the 
approval of the Faculty Dean. This means that grades submitted by an instructor may be subject to 
revision. No grades are final until they have been approved by the Dean. 
 
Course Requirements: Failure to write the final exam will result in a grade of ABS. FND (Failure No 
Deferred) is assigned when a student's performance is so poor during the term that they cannot pass the 
course even with 100% on the final examination. In such cases, instructors may use this notation on the 
Final Grade Report to indicate that a student has already failed the course due to inadequate term work 
and should not be permitted access to a deferral of the examination. Deferred final exams are available 
ONLY if the student is in good standing in the course. 
 



 7 

Connect Email Accounts: All email communication to students from the Department of Political Science 
will be via Connect. Important course and University information is also distributed via the Connect email 
system. It is the student’s responsibility to monitor their Connect account.  
 
Carleton Political Science Society: The Carleton Political Science Society (CPSS) has made its 
mission to provide a social environment for politically inclined students and faculty. Holding social events, 
debates, and panel discussions, CPSS aims to involve all political science students in the after-hours 
academic life at Carleton University. Our mandate is to arrange social and academic activities in order to 
instill a sense of belonging within the Department and the larger University community. Members can 
benefit through numerous opportunities which will complement both academic and social life at Carleton 
University. To find out more, please email carletonpss@gmail.com, visit our website at poliscisociety.com, 
or come to our office in Loeb D688. 
 
Official Course Outline: The course outline posted to the Political Science website is the official course 
outline. 
 
 

                                       

mailto:carletonpss@gmail.com

