
Carleton University                                                                 
Winter 2013 
Department of Political Science 
 

PSCI  3309 - A  
“Modern Ideologies” 

14:35 – 17:25 Tuesdays  
Please confirm location on Carleton Central 

 
Instructor:  Lesley Copeland 
Office: Loeb B646 
Office Hours:  2- 3 Monday Loeb B 646          
Office Phone:   1598   
Email:  Lesley_Copeland@carleton.ca 
 
Course Description: 
Aims:  Ideas, if not ideologies are the building blocks of our political views of the world. 
This course will examine the rise of a range of important modern ideologies, asking 
questions ranging from: what prompted the rise of anarchism, who are the American 
neoconservatives and how did they change American politics, to whether we can see 
the emergence of a modern ‘cosmopolitan’ ideology. The course aims to balance an 
examination of the writings of modern thinkers, with the understanding of ideology in 
recent and relevant cases and issues in the modern political landscape. 
 
Content: This course will include brief selections from primary texts, as well as selected 
articles giving context and explanation to a variety of modern ideologies. The intention 
is that students will engage with new and unusual perspectives on ideology, and writers 
that may not be typically encountered, but are seminal in their area. A series of case 
study/issues will also be examined by students in a colloquium format, followed by 
group discussions. 
 
Required Texts 
All reading are available electronically, or on reserve in the political science reading 
room (B666 Loeb) or through electronic link from Carleton’s reserves resources for the 
course. Texts can be purchased in hard copy either used or new if desired. 
 
Evaluation:            
Critical Reading Response                   10% (any class up to February 26) 
Short Essay                                     20% (Due March 26) 
Colloquium Presentation and Discussion       25% (sign up in class) 
Participation                                             15%  
Take Home Exam                  30% (Due April 27th - last day of exams)  
 
 



Critical Reading Response (up to 6 pgs): Students are required to choose one reading to 
analyze for a critical reading response. The response must be submitted at the start of 
class for any class up to February 26th. The response must be submitted on the week 
chosen in class, at the start of class for that week. So, for example, a student writing on 
Week 3 (January 22): Marxism and the Ideological debate, must read the text for that 
week before class, and submit the response at the start of class on that week, January 
22. It must include a title page (not counted in the 6 pages), with a title. 
 
The review should evaluate the argument and ideological claims of one of the week’s 
readings. Sample topics include: what is the core of the ideology, what critiques of this 
understanding refute the author, or how this ideology is applicable in understanding the 
world today. The review should not be a summary of the reading. It can take a close 
focus on the text alone, or draw in select secondary sources if desired. It should cite the 
text itself, (with page numbers - any style citations are acceptable), and use direct 
quotes.  
 
Short Essay: 8 page essay on a subject selected from a pre-defined list of topics which 
will be given in class and posted on-line. The essay must engage with at least one 
reading from the course, or additional readings from a list (posted online). 
 
Colloquium Presentation and Discussion: Students will sign up in class for a series of in-
class colloquium on modern issues that can be understood through ideological lenses. 
Possible topics  include: science as ideology, Canadian conservatism, cinematic ideology, 
and the war on terror. A topic list will be provided in class and on-line.  
In each colloquium, a discussion on each modern case or issue will be developed by 
presentations (5 to 7 minutes each) on any aspect of the topic. Following the 
presentation, presenters will lead a discussion of the topic by raising discussion 
questions around ideological interpretations of the case or issue. Further information 
will be posted on-line and in-class. 
 
Take Home Exam: This exam will be due the last day of final exam period. It will cover 
the whole course, including readings and articles, as well as class discussion. Further 
details will be discussed in class and posted online. 
 
Class Participation: There is a strong emphasis on participation in discussions and in the 
colloquium. The colloquium is considered the primary vehicle for participation, and 
failure to attend will be considered non-participation. Students must attend classes and 
participate in class discussions and debates. Students can miss 2 classes without penalty 
for attendance.   
 
Term Work 
-All assignments must be double spaced, 12 point font. 
- Assignments are not be submitted by fax or direct email to the professor.  
-Students should check Webct for additional information about assignments. 



-The Political Science drop box is intended to collect late assignments only or if a 
student has extenuating circumstances and is unable to submit the paper directly to the 
instructor in class or during office hours. In an effort to prevent high volumes of 
submissions via the drop box on a due date, the department asks that only late 
assignments or assignments granted a delay be handed in through the drop box. The 
box is emptied and date stamped at 4:00pm Monday to Friday. 
-To obtain credit in this course, students must meet all of the course requirements. 
Failure to complete all of the assignments will result in a failing grade for the course. 
Students must also complete the final exam to obtain a credit for this course.  
-Late assignments will be deducted one letter grade per day. For example, a B+ paper, 
one day late, will receive a B.  
- It is not permissible to hand in the same assignment in more than one course.  
 
Schedule 
Week 1 (January 8) :  Introduction  
 
Week 2 (January 15) :  Analyzing Ideologies (history, psychology, context) 
How does the human mind process ‘ideology’, how have ideologies changed and 
emerged historically  
• Ideology: A definitional analysis (Gerring)  
 
Week 3 (January 22): Marxism and the Ideological Debate 
 Exploring the Marxist foundations to ideology literature and critique 
• Selection(s) from: The German Ideology (Marx) 

 
Week 4 (January 29):  Post-Marxism and Socialism   
Development of Marxist ideas and precursors in understanding ideology 

• Selection(s) from: Ideology and Ideological State Apparatus (Althusser ) 
 
Week 5 (February 5):  The Rise of Anarchism    
American strains of anarchist though and their counterparts 

• Selection(s) from:  Anarchism and other Essays (Emma Goldman) 
 
Week 6 (February 12): Liberalism 
Economic liberalism and American visions of liberalism 

• Selection(s) from: The wealth of Nations (Smith) 
 
Week 7 (February 19): Winter Break NO CLASS 
 
Week 8 ( February 26): Conservatism   READING RESPONSE DEADLINE 
Modern conservative ideologies and fractures 

• Selection(s) from: The Conservative Mind (Kirk) 
 



Week 9 (March 5): Feminism 
Waves of feminism and ideological changes and current ideological feminism 

• Selection(s) from: Cynthia Enloe 
• Selection(s) from:  Donna Haraway 

 
Week 10 (March 12): Fascism and Totalitarianism 
Types of totalitarianism, differentiation, origins 

• Selection(s) from: The origins of totalitarianism (Arendt) 
 
Week 11 (March 19): Religious Ideologies (Islamism ?) 
Religion considered as a special category of ideology, and the question of Islam and new 
religious ideologies 

• “Islam and Islamism” (D.Pipes) 
 
Week 12 (March 26): NeoConservatism and Paleoconservatism  ESSAY DUE 
The label and the conspiracists view of neoconservatism, contrasted with “archaic” 
paleoconservatism 

• Selection(s) from: I. Kristol 
• Selections(s) from: D. Frum/S.Huntington 

 
Week 13 (April 2):  Globalism, Globalization, Nationalism and and Cosmopolitanism 
Has the oldest ‘modern’ ideology, nationalism, now evaporated for globalist or 
cosmopolitanist ideologies? 

• Is Nationalism a Distinct Ideology ? (Freeden) 
 

Week 14 (April 9):  Review and Wrap-up 
Review Session for take-home exam and wrap-up for texts explored 
 
 
Academic Accommodations 
 

The Paul Menton Centre for Students with Disabilities (PMC) provides services to 
students with Learning Disabilities (LD), psychiatric/mental health disabilities, 
Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD), Autism Spectrum Disorders 
(ASD), chronic medical conditions, and impairments in mobility, hearing, and 
vision. If you have a disability requiring academic accommodations in this course, 
please contact PMC at 613-520-6608 or pmc@carleton.ca for a formal 
evaluation. If you are already registered with the PMC, contact your PMC 
coordinator to send me your Letter of Accommodation at the beginning of the 
term, and no later than two weeks before the first in-class scheduled test or exam 
requiring accommodation (if applicable). After requesting accommodation from 
PMC, meet with me to ensure accommodation arrangements are made. Please 

mailto:pmc@carleton.ca


consult the PMC website for the deadline to request accommodations for the 
formally-scheduled exam (if applicable).  

For Religious Observance: Students requesting accommodation for religious 
observances should apply in writing to their instructor for alternate dates and/or 
means of satisfying academic requirements. Such requests should be made 
during the first two weeks of class, or as soon as possible after the need for 
accommodation is known to exist, but no later than two weeks before the 
compulsory academic event. Accommodation is to be worked out directly and on 
an individual basis between the student and the instructor(s) involved. Instructors 
will make accommodations in a way that avoids academic disadvantage to the 
student. Instructors and students may contact an Equity Services Advisor for 
assistance (www.carleton.ca/equity). 
 
For Pregnancy: Pregnant students requiring academic accommodations are 
encouraged to contact an Equity Advisor in Equity Services to complete a letter 
of accommodation. Then, make an appointment to discuss your needs with the 
instructor at least two weeks prior to the first academic event in which it is 
anticipated the accommodation will be required. 
 
Plagiarism: The University Senate defines plagiarism as “presenting, whether 
intentional or not, the ideas, expression of ideas or work of others as one’s own.”  
This can include:   
 
• reproducing or paraphrasing portions of someone else’s published or 

unpublished material, regardless of the source, and presenting these as one’s 
own without proper citation or reference to the original source; 

• submitting a take-home examination, essay, laboratory report or other 
assignment written, in whole or in part, by someone else; 

• using ideas or direct, verbatim quotations, or paraphrased material, concepts, 
or ideas without appropriate acknowledgment in any academic assignment; 

• using another’s data or research findings; 
• failing to acknowledge sources through the use of proper citations when using 

another’s works and/or failing to use quotation marks; 
• handing in "substantially the same piece of work for academic credit more than 

once without prior written permission of the course instructor in which the 
submission occurs. 
 

Plagiarism is a serious offence which cannot be resolved directly with the 
course’s instructor.  The Associate Deans of the Faculty conduct a rigorous 
investigation, including an interview with the student, when an instructor suspects 
a piece of work has been plagiarized.  Penalties are not trivial. They include a 
mark of zero for the plagiarized work or a final grade of "F" for the course.  
Oral Examination: At the discretion of the instructor, students may be required 
to pass a brief oral examination on research papers and essays. 
 



Submission and Return of Term Work: Papers must be handed directly to the 
instructor and will not be date-stamped in the departmental office. Late 
assignments may be submitted to the drop box in the corridor outside B640 
Loeb. Assignments will be retrieved every business day at 4 p.m., stamped with 
that day's date, and then distributed to the instructor.  For essays not returned in 
class please attach a stamped, self-addressed envelope if you wish to have 
your assignment returned by mail.  Please note that assignments sent via fax or 
email will not be accepted. Final exams are intended solely for the purpose of 
evaluation and will not be returned. 
 
Grading: Assignments and exams will be graded with a percentage grade. To 
convert this to a letter grade or to the university 12-point system, please refer to 
the following table. 
 
Percentage Letter grade 12-point scale Percentage Letter grade 12-point scale 
90-100 A+ 12 67-69 C+ 6 
85-89 A 11 63-66 C 5 
80-84 A- 10 60-62 C- 4 
77-79 B+ 9 57-59 D+ 3 
73-76 B 8 53-56 D 2 
70-72 B- 7 50-52 D- 1 

 
Grades:  Final grades are derived from the completion of course assignments.  
Failure to write the final exam will result in the grade ABS.  Deferred final exams 
are available ONLY if the student is in good standing in the course. 
 
Approval of final grades: Standing in a course is determined by the course 
instructor subject to the approval of the Faculty Dean. This means that grades 
submitted by an instructor may be subject to revision. No grades are final until 
they have been approved by the Dean. 
 
Connect Email Accounts: All email communication to students from the 
Department of Political Science will be via Connect. Important course and 
University information is also distributed via the Connect email system. It is the 
student’s responsibility to monitor their Connect account.  
 
Carleton Political Science Society: The Carleton Political Science Society 
(CPSS) has made its mission to provide a social environment for politically 
inclined students and faculty. Holding social events, debates, and panel 
discussions, CPSS aims to involve all political science students in the after-hours 
academic life at Carleton University. Our mandate is to arrange social and 
academic activities in order to instill a sense of belonging within the Department 
and the larger University community. Members can benefit through numerous 
opportunities which will complement both academic and social life at Carleton 
University. To find out more, please email carletonpss@gmail.com, visit our 
website at poliscisociety.com, or come to our office in Loeb D688. 
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Official Course Outline: The course outline posted to the Political Science 
website is the official course outline. 
 


