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Carleton University                               Winter 2010 
Department of Political Science 
 

PSCI 3500B 
Gender and Politics: Liberal Democracies 

Wednesday 6:05 p.m. – 8:55 p.m. 
Please confirm location on Carleton Central 

 
Instructor:  Louise A. Edmonds 
Office:  B645 Loeb Building 
Office Hours: Wednesday 5:00 p.m.- 6:00 p.m. or by appointment 
Phone:  (613) 520-2600 Ext: 1657 (no voicemail) 
Email:  Ledmonds@connect.carleton.ca  

 

 

Course Overview: 
 

This course focuses on the study of gender relations and politics in a variety of arenas: political 
theory, political culture, mass and elite-level participation and public policy as manifested in 
selected liberal democracies. The course examines multiple dimensions of gender and politics 
with a specific focus on Canada with comparisons made to Australia, UK, and the USA. 
 
 

Course Objectives:  
 

 to explore how gender shapes women’s participation in political life  
 

 to map the range of women’s political activism from grassroots organizing through to the 
formal political arena  

 

 to examine and analyze how women’s political participation is affected by political 
institutions and public policies  

 

 to help students develop critical reading and writing skills through active seminar 
participation, written work and group presentations  

 
 

Course Materials:      Available for purchase in the Carleton University Bookstore 

 

Students are required to write a critical book review based on either:  

Pat Carney, Trade Secrets (Toronto: Key Porter Books, 2002) OR  

Dee Dee Meyers, Why Women Should Rule the World (NY: Harper-Collins, 2008).  
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All other required material is either available electronically, on reserve in the Maxwell 
MacOdrum Library or will otherwise be made available to students. Cases can be found on the 
Supreme Court website at http://scc.lexum.umontreal.ca/en/index.html 
 

 

Format:  
 

The instructor will begin each three-hour session with a lecture (60 minutes) to introduce key 
themes and ideas associated with each topic. Lectures complement the assigned readings and 
there is not necessarily a one-to-one correspondence between lectures and readings. A 
discussion period will follow the lecture. Students will also make short group presentations in 
class. Each student is expected to come to all classes and must be prepared to actively 
participate. All required readings must be completed prior to each class. Students are 
responsible for lecture material, required readings and films shown in class. 
 
 

Course Requirements and Evaluation: 
 

Writing Assignment  (Op-Ed)  20% Due: February 10, 2010 
Critical Evaluation Report   20%  
Class Presentation     25%  
Book Review     25% Due: March 10, 2010 
Class Participation     10%  
 
Students must complete all course requirements to obtain a final grade 
 
 
Writing Assignment:      20% 
 
To further enhance students’ research and written communication skills, each student will be 
required to write a critical analysis opinion piece in the style of a newspaper op-ed worth 20% 
of the final grade. This exercise allows students to demonstrate their understanding of the 
course material and required readings as well as their chosen topic. This will be approximately 
800 – 1000 words and will be due on Wednesday February 10th at the beginning of class. An 
outline on style, content, expectations etc. will be provided.  
 
 
Critical Evaluation & Report:     20% 
 
Students will use their critical analysis skills in the preparation of an evaluation of a relevant 
assigned website. A written three-page critical summary report will be submitted for the 
relevant week. Guidelines will be provided. Report dates will be assigned in the first two 
classes.  
 
 
 
 

http://scc.lexum.umontreal.ca/en/index.html
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Book Review:       25% 
 
All students will submit a critical review of either Dee Myers’s Why Women Should Rule the 
World (NY: Harper-Collins, 2008) or Pat Carney’s Trade Secrets (Toronto: Key Porter Books, 
2002). The assignment should be 7-10 pages in length, double-spaced. Book Review writing 
guidelines will be provided. Due date: Wednesday March 10th. 
 

The Department’s Style Guide is available free at: 
http://www.library.carleton.ca/subjects/polisci/writing.html 
 
 
Class Presentation:      25% 
 
During the second half of the semester, each student will participate in an in-class presentation 
as a member of a group of 4 students. The presentation will address one of the issues under 
examination during that portion of the semester. Each member of the group may submit to the 
instructor a confidential assessment of his/her fellow group members, which will be taken into 
consideration when assigning a grade for this component of the Course.  
 
 
Class Participation:      10% 
 
Classes are an integral component of the course. They provide an opportunity for students to 
engage in discussions and analysis of the assigned readings and to secure additional, 
significant information related to topics under examination. Five per cent of the final grade will 
be determined based solely on the percentage of classes the student attends. Attendance will 
be taken in class. It is your responsibility to be on time and to ensure you sign the attendance 
sheet. Five per cent of the final grade will be based on participation --a student’s active, 
informed and thoughtful participation in class discussion. Students who, due to illness or for 
personal reasons, are unable to attend a class should discuss this matter with the instructor. 
 
 
Submission of written assignments: 
 
Each student must submit a physical copy of his/her paper to the instructor at the beginning 
of class on the due date. Papers not submitted at this time will be assessed penalties. Late 
written assignments can be deposited in the Departmental “Drop Box” mail slot located in the 
corridor outside of room B640 Loeb. Assignments are retrieved once every business day at 4 
p.m., stamped with that day's date, and then distributed to the instructor. Assignments 
submitted after 4:00 pm will be date stamped as received the next business day. E mail 
submissions will not be accepted. It is the student’s responsibility to ensure they keep a copy 
of their submitted written assignments.   
 

Late Penalties:  5% per day (including Saturdays and Sundays). Extensions granted 

only in the case of extenuating, verified circumstances (e.g., note from a doctor, etc). This 
policy will be strictly enforced. 

http://www.library.carleton.ca/subjects/polisci/writing.html
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Plagiarism: 
 
The University Senate defines plagiarism as “presenting, whether intentional or not, the ideas, 
expression of ideas or work of others as one’s own.”  This can include:   
 

 reproducing or paraphrasing portions of someone else’s published or unpublished material, 
regardless of the source, and presenting these as one’s own without proper citation or 
reference to the original source; 

 submitting a take-home examination, essay, laboratory report or other assignment written, in 
whole or in part, by someone else; 

 using ideas or direct, verbatim quotations, or paraphrased material, concepts, or ideas 
without appropriate acknowledgment in any academic assignment; 

 using another’s data or research findings; 

 failing to acknowledge sources through the use of proper citations when using another’s 
works and/or failing to use quotation marks; 

 handing in substantially the same piece of work for academic credit more than once without 
prior written permission of the course instructor in which the submission occurs.  

 
Plagiarism is a serious offence which cannot be resolved directly with the course’s instructor.  
The Associate Deans of the Faculty conduct a rigorous investigation, including an interview 
with the student, when an instructor suspects a piece of work has been plagiarized.  Penalties 
are not trivial. They include a mark of zero for the plagiarized work or a final grade of "F" for the 
course.  
 

Oral Examination: At the discretion of the instructor, students may be required to pass a brief 
oral examination on their submitted written research work.  
 
 
Students are advised to familiarize themselves with the University’s regulations regarding 
plagiarism/academic misconduct, which can be found in the University’s academic calendar 
(see, for example, http://www.sprott.carleton.ca/ academic_programs/plagiarism.pdf).  
 
 
Students are expected to know how to avoid plagiarism and other forms of cheating. To that 
end, it is strongly recommended that student take advantage of the assistance available 
through the Academic Writing Centre and Writing Tutorial Service (see, for example, 
http://www.carleton.ca/wts/docs/ index.htm). Should a student remain uncertain as to what 
constitutes plagiarism/academic misconduct, s/he should seek clarification from the instructor. 

http://www.sprott.carleton.ca/academic_programs/plagiarism.pdf
http://www.carleton.ca/wts/docs/%20index.htm
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Class Schedule and Readings 
 

 

Introduction     January 6th 

 
 Introductions and overview of course themes  

 Review of course outline and requirements  

 Sign-up for in-class presentations  

 

Jill Vickers, Reinventing Political Science (Halifax: Fernwood, 1997) pp. 8-47. [e-resource] 

 

 

Unit I - Conceptual Frames  
 

 

Gender and Politics     January 13th 
 

 

Janine Brodie, “We are all Equal Now: Contemporary Gender Politics in Canada” Feminist Theory 2008  

 

Guida West and Rhoda Blumberg, “Reconstructing Social Protest from a Feminist Perspective” in Women and 

Social Protest (New York: Oxford, 1990) pp. 3-33. [e-resource] 

 

Jill Vickers, “The Problem With Interests: Making Political Claims For Women” in Louise Chappell and Lisa Hill 

eds., The Politics of Women’s Interests (UK: Routledge, 2006) pp. 5-38.  

 

Film: ‘Marilyn Waring on Politics: Local and Global’ 1996, 30 minutes [250454]  
 

 

Unit II- Political Activism: Movement Matters  

 

Politics of the Women’s Movement I January 20th 
 

Vijay Agnew, “Race, Class and Feminist Practice” Resisting Discrimination (Toronto: University of Press 1996) 

pp. 66-92.  

 

Marjorie Griffin Cohen, “The Canadian Women’s Movement” in Ruth Roach Pierson et al. eds., Canadian 

Women’s Issues Volume I (Toronto: Lorimer, 1993) pp. 1-31. [e-resource] 

 

V. Spike Peterson and Anne Runyan, “The Politics of Resistance: Women as NonState, Antistate and Transstate 

Actors” in Global Gender Issues (Co: Westview Press, 1999) pp. 163-212.  

 

Critical Report: Feminist.com 

Critical Report: Famous 5 Foundation 
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Politics of the Women’s Movement II   January 27 
 

Nancy Whittier, “From the Second to the Third Wave: Continuity and Change in Grassroots Feminism” in Lee 

Ann Banaszak ed., The US Women’s Movement in a Global Perspective (Lanham, Maryland: Rowman and 

Littlefield, 2006) pp. 45-67.  

 

Natasha Pinterics, “Riding the Feminist Waves: In With the Thirds? Canadian Women’s Studies 20/21(4/1) pp. 

15-21. [e-resource] 

 

Jennifer Plyler, “Rooting Out Injustice: Discussions With Radical Young Women in Toronto, Canada” in 

Shamillah Wilson et al. eds., Defending Our Dreams. Global Feminist Voices for a New Generation (London: 

Zed Books, 2005) pp. 136-149.  

 

Critical Report: National Organization for Women Third Wave Foundation  

 

Film: ‘I Was A Teenage Feminist: A Documentary About Defining the F Word’ 2004, 62 minutes (263368)  
 

 

Politics of the Women’s Movement III   Feb. 3   
 

Manisha Desai, “Transnational Solidarity: Women’s Agency, Structural Adjustment, and Globalization” in Nancy 

Naples and Manisha Desai, eds., Women’s Activism and Globalization (New York: Routledge, 2002) pp. 15-33. 

[e-resource] 

 

Nancy Naples, “Changing the Terms: Community Activism, Globalization, and the Dilemmas of Transnational 

Feminist Praxis” in Nancy Naples and Manisha Desai, eds., Women’s Activism and Globalization (New York: 

Routledge, 2002) pp. 3-14. [e-resource]  

 

Jan Jindy Pettman, “Global Politics and Transnational Feminisms” in Luciana Ricciutelli et al. eds., Feminist 

Politics, Activism and Vision. Local and Global Challenges (Toronto & London: Inanna & Zed Press, 2004)  

pp. 49-63.  

 

Critical Reports:  Canadian Feminist Alliance for International Action;  World March of Women  

 
 

Unit III - Political Activism  
 

Electoral Politics (Formal Politics)    Feb. 10 (*writing assignment due) 

 
Marian Sawer, “When Women Support Women. Emily’s List and the Substantive Representation of Women in 

Australia” in Marian Sawer, Manon Tremblay and Linda Trimble eds., Representing Women in Parliament. A 

Comparative Study (UK: Routledge, 2006) pp. 103-119. [e-resource] 

   
Jennifer Curtin, “Advancing Women’s Interests in Formal Politics” in Louise Chappel and Lisa Hill eds.,          

The Politics of Women’s Interests (UK: Routledge, 2006) pp. 93-110.  

 

Linda Trimble, “When Do Women Count? Substantive Representation of Women in Canadian Legislatures” in 

Marian Sawer, Manon Tremblay and Linda Trimble, eds., Representing Women in Parliament. A Comparative 

Study (UK: Routledge, 2006) pp. 120-133. [e-resource] 
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Recommended 

Linda Trimble and Jane Arscott, “Spice Girls and Old Spice Boys: Getting There is Only Half the Battle” in Still 

Counting. Women and Politics Across Canada (Peterborough: Broadview Press, 2003). pp. 100-122.  

 

Lisa Young, “Women’s Representation in Canadian House of Commons” in Marian Sawer, Manon Tremblay and 

Linda Trimble eds., Representing Women in Parliament. A Comparative Study (UK: Routledge, 2006) pp. 47-66. 

[e-resource]  

 

Critical Report: Equal Voice Canada 

Critical Report: Women’s Electoral Lobby Australia 

 

Film: ‘Balance of Power’ 1997, 44 minutes [251897] or 

Film: ‘Why Women Run’ 1999, 47 minutes [254935] or  

‘Doubletake, Part B (Politics of Image)’ 1996, 30 minutes [101982] – TBA 

 

 

Reading Week – No Class    February 17   

 

Gender and the Media       February 24   
 

Joanna Everitt and Elisabeth Gidengil, “Tough Talk: How Television News Covers Male and Female Leaders of 

Canadian Political Parties” in Manon Tremblay and Linda Trimble Women and Electoral Politics in Canada 

(Toronto: Oxford, 2003).  

 

Shannon Sampert and Linda Trimble, “Wham, Bam, No Thank You Ma’am: Gender and the Game Frame in 

National Newspaper Coverage of Election 2000” in Manon Tremblay and Linda Trimble Women and Electoral 

Politics in Canada (Toronto: Oxford, 2003).  

 

Critical Report: Policy, Action Research List: www.unb.ca/PAR-L  

 

 

The Politics of Food  March 3   
 

Marian Sawer, “Framing Feminists: Market Populism and Its Impact on Public Policy in Australia and Canada” in 

Yasmeen Abu-Laban ed., Gendering the Nation State  (Vancouver: UBC Press, 2008) pp.120-138.  

 
Kristina Fister, “Junk Food Advertising Contributes to Young American’s Obesity” British Medical Journal, 

December 17, 2005, 331(7530):1426.  [e-resource] 

 

Liselotte Schafer Elinder, “Obesity, Hunger, and Agriculture: the Damaging Role of Subsidies, British Medical 

Journal, December 3, 2005 331(7528): 1333-1336. [e-resource] 

 

“Food brands sold in Canada much saltier: Study” CTV News 23 July, 2009. [e-resource] 

 

Critical Report: Womenspace: womenspace.ca 

Critical Report: www.takepart.com/foodinc 

Film: Food Inc 2006 
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Unit IV - Gender-Based Analysis 
 

 

Gender-Based Analysis: Women’s Bodies    March 10  

 

Pauline Rankin, and Krista Wilcox “De-Gendering Engagement? Gender Mainstreaming Women’s Movements 

and the Canadian Federal State” Atlantis 29:1 2004.  [e-resource] 

 

V. Carter and E. Giobbe “Duet: Prostitution, Racism and Feminist Discourse” Hastings Women’s Law Journal 

10(1) 1999, pp. 37-57.  [e-resource] 

 

Jacquetta Newman and Linda A. White,  “Reproductive Rights and Technology” Women, Politics, and Public 

Policy (Toronto: Oxford University Press, 2006)  pp. 266-292. 

 

Critical Report: Status of Women Canada 

 

 

Women and the Law       March 17  

 

Janine Parry, “Women’s Policy Agencies, the Women’s Movement and Representation in the USA” in Joni 

Lovenduski, ed., State Feminism and Political Representation (Cambridge University Press, 2005) pp. 239-259.  

 

“Virgin bride ruling stirs furor in France”  Toronto Star, June 5, 2008. [e-resource] 

 

“Ontario rules out use of Sharia law in Ontario” CTV News, September 12, 2005.  [e-resource] 

 

Status of Women Canada, Polygamy in Canada: Legal and Social Implications for Women and Children – A 

Collection of Policy Research Reports, 2005.  [e-resource] 

 

Rebecca Cook and Lisa Kelly, Polygyny and Canada’s Obligations Under International Human Rights Law 

(Ottawa: Dept. of Justice Canada, 2006).  [e-resource] 

 

 

Women and Health Care      March 24  

 

Marian Sawer, “Femocrats and Ecorats: Women’s Policy Machinery in Australia, Canada and New Zealand.” 

Occasional Paper 6 UNDP. United Nations Research Institute for Social Development. [Non-circulating – 

reference material in library].  

 

Margaret Little, “Why a Feminist Approach to Bioethics?” in Francoise Baylis, Jocelyn Downie, Barry 

Hoffmaster, Susan Sherwin, eds.,  Health Care Ethics in Canada. (Toronto: Nelson, 2004) pp. 30-40. 

 

Susan Sherwin, “A Relational Approach to Autonomy in Health Care,” in Francoise Baylis, Jocelyn Downie, 

Barry Hoffmaster, Susan Sherwin, eds.,  Health Care Ethics in Canada. (Toronto: Nelson, 2004) pp. 192-208. 

 

B. (N.) v. Hotel-Dieu de Quebec (1992) 

Rodriguez v. British Columbia (Attorney General) (1993) 
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Women and Poverty      March 31 

 
Monica Townson, Women’s Poverty and the Recession, (Ottawa:  Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives, September 

2009).  [available at www.policyalternatives.ca] 

 

Globe and Mail series by Jan Wong: [e-resource] 

“Coming Clean,” Globe and Mail, 1 April 2006. 

“Modern Times,” Globe and Mail, 8 April 2006. 

“Cinder Sam and Benderella,” Globe and Mail, 15 April 2006 

“Maggie and Me,” Globe and Mail,” 22 April, 2006 

“Goodbye to All That,” Globe and Mail, 29 April 2006 

 

 
 

 

 

Academic Accommodations 
 

For students with Disabilities: Students with disabilities requiring academic accommodations in this 

course must register with the Paul Menton Centre for Students with Disabilities (500 University Centre) 

for a formal evaluation of disability-related needs. Registered PMC students are required to contact the 

centre (613-520-6608) every term to ensure that the instructor receives your request for accommodation. 

After registering with the PMC, make an appointment to meet with the instructor in order to discuss 

your needs at least two weeks before the first assignment is due or the first in-class test/midterm 

requiring accommodations. If you require accommodation for your formally scheduled exam(s) in this 

course, please submit your request for accommodation to PMC by November 16, 2009 for December 

examinations and March 12, 2010 for April examinations. 

 

For Religious Observance: Students requesting accommodation for religious observances should apply 

in writing to their instructor for alternate dates and/or means of satisfying academic requirements. Such 

requests should be made during the first two weeks of class, or as soon as possible after the need for 

accommodation is known to exist, but no later than two weeks before the compulsory academic event. 

Accommodation is to be worked out directly and on an individual basis between the student and the 

instructor(s) involved. Instructors will make accommodations in a way that avoids academic 

disadvantage to the student. Instructors and students may contact an Equity Services Advisor for 

assistance (www.carleton.ca/equity). 

 

For Pregnancy: Pregnant students requiring academic accommodations are encouraged to contact an 

Equity Advisor in Equity Services to complete a letter of accommodation. Then, make an appointment 

to discuss your needs with the instructor at least two weeks prior to the first academic event in which it 

is anticipated the accommodation will be required. 
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Submission and Return of Term Work: Papers must be handed directly to the instructor and will not 

be date-stamped in the departmental office. Late assignments may be submitted to the drop box in the 

corridor outside B640 Loeb. Assignments will be retrieved every business day at 4 p.m., stamped with 

that day's date, and then distributed to the instructor.  For essays not returned in class please attach a 

stamped, self-addressed envelope if you wish to have your assignment returned by mail.  Please note 

that assignments sent via fax or email will not be accepted. Final exams are intended solely for the 

purpose of evaluation and will not be returned. 

 

Approval of final grades: Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor subject to the 

approval of the Faculty Dean. This means that grades submitted by an instructor may be subject to 

revision. No grades are final until they have been approved by the Dean. 

 

Course Requirements: Failure to write the final exam will result in a grade of ABS. FND (Failure No 

Deferred) is assigned when a student's performance is so poor during the term that they cannot pass the 

course even with 100% on the final examination. In such cases, instructors may use this notation on the 

Final Grade Report to indicate that a student has already failed the course due to inadequate term work 

and should not be permitted access to a deferral of the examination. Deferred final exams are available 

ONLY if the student is in good standing in the course. 

 

Connect Email Accounts: All email communication to students from the Department of Political 

Science will be via Connect. Important course and University information is also distributed via the 

Connect email system. It is the student’s responsibility to monitor their Connect account.  

 

Carleton Political Science Society: The Carleton Political Science Society (CPSS) has made its 

mission to provide a social environment for politically inclined students and faculty. Holding social 

events, debates, and panel discussions, CPSS aims to involve all political science students in the after-

hours academic life at Carleton University. Our mandate is to arrange social and academic activities in 

order to instill a sense of belonging within the Department and the larger University community. 

Members can benefit through numerous opportunities which will complement both academic and social 

life at Carleton University. To find out more, please email carletonpss@gmail.com, visit our website at 

poliscisociety.com, or come to our office in Loeb D688. 

 

Official Course Outline: The course outline posted to the Political Science website is the official course 

outline. 

 

mailto:carletonpss@gmail.com

