
Carleton University         Winter 2011 
Department of Political Science 
 

PSCI 3600B 
INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTIONS 

Wednesday 08:35 – 11:25 am  
Please confirm location on Carleton Central 

 
Instructor:  Nabarun Roy 
Office:  Loeb A609 
Office Hours: Wednesday 13:00 – 14:00 or by appointment 
Phone:  613-520-2600 (ext. 2063)  
Email:  nroy2@connect.carleton.ca  
 
COURSE AIM AND OBJECTIVE: The aim of this course is to provide students with a 
comprehensive understanding of International Institutions in international affairs, while at the same 
time introducing them to the complexities of the topic. In order to achieve this objective, the course 
will engage with the different theories of International Relations and examine how each of them 
interprets basic questions as regards International Institutions. Some of these questions are: what do 
we mean by the term „International Institution‟? Why/how are they established? Do they merely 
reflect the interests of the powerful states or are they autonomous entities capable of having a 
significant impact on international affairs? How do they manage to influence international events? 
While the initial part of the course will be devoted to theoretical and conceptual dimensions of 
International Institutions, the latter part will look at empirical cases ranging from Latin America to 
Asia. It is hoped that by the end of the course, students will be able to situate International 
Institutions on a larger canvas and develop an understanding of their role and salience in 
International Relations. 
 
Course Material: Most of the reading material is available online and can be accessed through 
Carleton University‟s library webpage (http://catalogue.library.carleton.ca/). These are indicated 
with a W in the weekly reading list below. The material not accessible online will be made available 
by me through the Web CT. 
 
EVALUATION: 

 Research Proposal: 5% 

 Attendance: 10% 

 In Class Test: 10% 

 Research paper: 35% 

 End Term Exam: 40% 
 
Attendance: 10% of the overall course evaluation will be determined by the attendance record of a 
student. It is expected that students will regularly attend the classes and take part in the discussions 
and debates. An attendance sheet will be circulated in each class which students have to sign. 
Exemptions will be made only in cases of medical emergency, for which valid medical 
documentation has to be provided to me. 
 

http://catalogue.library.carleton.ca/


In-Class test: Students are required to sit for a test on the 26th of January, 2011. The test will last 
30 minutes (1/2 hour) and will consist of the material assigned from Class 1 (5th January) till Class 3 
(19th January). In order to perform well, students need to be well acquainted with the reading 
material – relying solely on the class notes is not advised. Only in cases of medical exigencies will 
students be permitted to take the test at a later date. Students will receive an F in the assignment if 
they fail to take the test and are not able to provide valid medical documentation. Further 
instructions as regards the test will be imparted in the first/second week of the course. As per the 
Early Feedback guideline, the graded test papers will be returned to the students in the 
following class.  
 
Research Proposal: Students need to submit a research proposal which is due in class on the 9th of 
March, 2011. The synopsis should be double spaced and written in size 12 font. It should clearly 
state the research question, provide a background of the issue that is being examined, and identify 
some of the material that already exists on the topic. It should also outline the structure of the 
proposed research paper. Students can submit the proposals as late as the 16th of March, but will 
incur a penalty of 1/3rd of a letter grade per day (If you have got an A but submit it 1 day late, you 
get an A-). Exemptions will only be made if valid medical document is provided.   
  
Research Paper: Has to be 13 to 15 pages in length, double spaced, and written in size 12 font. It 
should be well grounded in a theoretical approach. You must justify the use of a particular approach 
and make clear why it is better than others. You may refer to the works of theorists not included in 
the reading list and articles/books not included in the syllabus. You are encouraged to meet me 
during my office hours and discuss the paper. Further instructions as regards the paper will be 
imparted in the beginning of the term. The research paper should be handed in hard copy format to 
me in class on the 30th of March (the last class). Students can submit the papers as late as the 6th of 
April, but will incur a penalty of 1/3rd of a letter grade per day (as explained above). Exemptions will 
only be made if valid medical document is provided. Papers will be returned on the day of the final 
exams at the examination site. 
 
End Term Exam: The end term exam will be held on any day between the 7th and the 21st of April, 
2011, as per the University schedule. This will be a 3 hour exam and will include all the material 
covered in the course. The exam format will be communicated by me in class. 
 
Web CT: Grades will be uploaded on to the Web CT. Announcements and other relevant material 
for the course will also be put up on Web CT.  Students are advised to regularly check their Web CT 
accounts. I will be available on my connect account (see above) as also on Web CT.   
 
*NOTE* Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor subject to the approval of the 
Faculty Dean. This means that grades submitted by an instructor may be subject to revision. No 
grades are final until they have been approved by the Dean. 

 
CLASS SCHEDULE AND READINGS 

 
CLASS 1 
Introduction (5th January, 2011) 

 Stephen Walt, “One World Many Theories,” Foreign Affairs, No. 110 (Spring, 1998); pp. 29-
46. (W) 



 
CLASS 2 
What are Institutions/Regimes? (12th January, 2011) 

 Robert O. Keohane, “International institutions: Two Approaches,” International Studies 
Quarterly, Vol. 32, No. 4 (Dec, 1988); pp. 379-396 (W) 

 

 Stephen D. Krasner, “Structural Causes and Regime Consequences: Regimes as Intervening 
Variables,” International Organization Vol. 36, No. 2 (Spring, 1982); pp. 185-205. (W) 

 

 Martin J Rochester, “The Rise and Fall of International Organization as a Field of Study,” 
International Organization, Vol. 40, No. 4 (1986); pp. 777-813. (W) 

 
CLASS 3 
Why are Institutions formed? - I (19th January, 2011) 

 Kenneth W. Abbott and Duncan Snidal, “Why States Act Through Formal International 
Organizations,” Journal of Conflict Resolution Vol. 42, No. 1 (February, 1998); pp. 3-32 (W) 

 

 Hedley Bull, The Anarchical Society: A Study of Order in World Politics (New York: Columbia 
University Press, 1977): Chapter 1 (“The Concept of Order in World Politics”) and Chapter 
3 (“How is Order Maintained in World Politics?”) [Web CT] 

 
CLASS 4 
Why are Institutions formed? –II (26th January, 2011) 
 

*-* IN-CLASS TEST *-* 
 

 John Ikenberry, "Institutions, Strategic Restraint, and the Persistence of American Postwar 
Order," International Security, Vol. 23, No. 3 (Winter, 1998/99); pp. 43-78. (W) 

 

 James G. March and Johan P. Olsen, “The Institutional Dynamics of International Political 
Orders,” International Organization, Vol. 52, No. 4 (Autumn, 1998); pp. 943-969. (W) 

 
CLASS 5 
The United Nations (2nd February, 2011) 

 

 Ian Hurd, “Legitimacy, Power, and the Symbolic Life of the UN Security Council,” Global 
Governance Vol. 8, No. 1(2002); pp. 35–51. (W) 

 

 Jochen Prantl. 2005. “Informal Groups of States in the UN Security Council." International 
Organization Vol. 59; pp. 559 -592. (W) 

  

 Karen A. Mingst and Margaret P. Karns, The United Nations in the Post-Cold War Era (Boulder: 
Westview Press, 1995); Chapter 2 (“Historical Evolution of the United Nations”) [Web CT] 

 
CLASS 6 
International Institutions – Contestations I (9th February, 2011)  

http://clues.concordia.ca/search/tinternational+organization/tinternational+organization/1%2C50%2C76%2CB/frameset&FF=tinternational+organization&7%2C%2C12


 Robert O. Keohane, “International Institutions: Can Interdependence Work?” Foreign Policy 
110 (Spring 1998); pp 82-96. (W) 

 

 Alexander Wendt, “Driving with the Rearview Mirror: On the Rational Science of 
Institutional Design,” International Organization, Vol. 55 (2001); pp. 1019-49. (W) 

 
CLASS 7 
International Institutions – Contestations II (16th February, 2011) 

 

 John J. Mearsheimer, “The False Promise of International Institutions,” International Security, 
Vol. 19, No. 3 (Winter, 1994-95); pp. 5-49. (W) 

 

 Documentary 
 

[23rd February, 2011: NO CLASS – WINTER BREAK] 
 
CLASS 8 
International Institutions – Hegemony and Pathologies (2nd March, 2011) 

 Michael Barnett and Martha Finnemore, “The Politics, Power, and Pathologies of 
International Organizations,” International Organization Vol. 53, No. 4 (Autumn, 1999); pp. 
699-732. (W) 

 

 Robert W. Cox, “Gramsci, Hegemony, and International Relations,” Millennium, Vol. 12, No. 
2 (June, 1983); pp. 162-175. (W) 

 

 Arne Ruckert “Producing Neoliberal Hegemony? A Neo-Gramscian Analysis of The 
Poverty Reduction Strategy Paper (PRSP) in Nicaragua”, Studies in Political Economy, Vol.79 
(Spring 2007); pp.91-118. (W) 

 
CLASS 9 
International Institutions and Democracy (9th March, 2011)  
 

*-* RESEARCH PROPOSAL DUE *-* 
 

 Andrew Moravcsik, “Is there a 'Democratic Deficit' in World Politics? A Framework for 
Analysis,” Government and Opposition Vol. 39, No. 2 (April, 2004); pp. 336-363. (W) 

 

 Dan Reiter, “Why NATO Enlargement Does Not Spread Democracy,” International Security 
Vol. 25, No. 4 (Spring, 2001); pp. 41-67. (W) 

 
CLASS 10 
International Institutions and Norms (16th March, 2011) 

 Martha Finnemore, “International Organizations as Teachers of Norms: the United Nations 
Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization and Science Policy,” International 
Organization Vol. 47, No. 4 (Autumn, 1993); pp. 565-597. (W) 

 

http://clues.concordia.ca/search/sforeign+policy/sforeign+policy/1%2C3%2C3%2CB/l856&FF=sforeign+policy&1%2C1%2C%2C1%2C0
http://clues.concordia.ca/search/tinternational+organization/tinternational+organization/1%2C50%2C76%2CB/frameset&FF=tinternational+organization&7%2C%2C12
http://www.princeton.edu/~amoravcs/library/framework.pdf
http://www.princeton.edu/~amoravcs/library/framework.pdf
http://clues.concordia.ca/search/tgovernment+and+opposition/tgovernment+and+opposition/1%2C2%2C8%2CB/frameset&FF=tgovernment+and+opposition&3%2C%2C7
http://clues.concordia.ca/search/tinternational+security/tinternational+security/1%2C13%2C19%2CB/frameset&FF=tinternational+security&3%2C%2C3


 Amitav Acharya “How Ideas Spread: Whose Norms Matter? Norm Localization and 
Institutional Change in Asian Regionalism”, International Organization, Vol. 58, No. 2 (2004); 
pp. 239-275. (W) 

 
CLASS 11 
International Institutions and Security (23rd March, 2011) 

 Robert Jervis, “Security Regimes,” International Organization Vol. 36, No. 2 (Spring, 1982); pp. 
357-78. (W) 

 

 Christopher Hemmer and Peter J. Katzenstein, “Why is there no NATO in Asia? Collective 
identity, regionalism, and the origins of multilateralism,” International Security, Vol. 56, No. 3 
(Summer, 2002); pp. 575-606. (W) 

 

 Shaun Narine. 1999. “ASEAN into the Twenty-First Century: Problems and Prospects.” 
Pacific Review Vol. 12(, No. 3; pp. 357-380. (W) 

 
CLASS 12 
International Institutions and Human Rights (30th March, 2011) 

 Jack Donnelly, “International Human Rights: A Regime Analysis,” International 
 Organization Vol. 40, No. 3 (Summer, 1986); pp. 599-643. (W) 
 

 Naomi Roht-Arriaza, “Institutions of International Justice,” Journal of International 
Affairs Vol. 52, No. 2 (Spring, 1999); pp. 473-491. (W) 

 

 Henry A. Kissinger, “The Pitfalls of Universal Jurisdiction,” Foreign Affairs, July-August, 
2001; pp. 86-96. (W) 

 
Academic Accommodations 
 
For students with Disabilities: Students with disabilities requiring academic accommodations in 
this course must register with the Paul Menton Centre for Students with Disabilities (500 University 
Centre) for a formal evaluation of disability-related needs. Registered PMC students are required to 
contact the centre (613-520-6608) every term to ensure that the instructor receives your request for 
accommodation. After registering with the PMC, make an appointment to meet with the instructor 
in order to discuss your needs at least two weeks before the first assignment is due or the first 
in-class test/midterm requiring accommodations. If you require accommodation for your 
formally scheduled exam(s) in this course, please submit your request for accommodation to PMC 
by March 11 2011 for April examinations. 
 
For Religious Observance: Students requesting accommodation for religious observances should 
apply in writing to their instructor for alternate dates and/or means of satisfying academic 
requirements. Such requests should be made during the first two weeks of class, or as soon as 
possible after the need for accommodation is known to exist, but no later than two weeks before the 
compulsory academic event. Accommodation is to be worked out directly and on an individual basis 
between the student and the instructor(s) involved. Instructors will make accommodations in a way 
that avoids academic disadvantage to the student. Instructors and students may contact an Equity 
Services Advisor for assistance (www.carleton.ca/equity). 

http://clues.concordia.ca/search/tinternational+organization/tinternational+organization/1%2C50%2C76%2CB/frameset&FF=tinternational+organization&7%2C%2C12


 
For Pregnancy: Pregnant students requiring academic accommodations are encouraged to contact 
an Equity Advisor in Equity Services to complete a letter of accommodation. Then, make an 
appointment to discuss your needs with the instructor at least two weeks prior to the first academic 
event in which it is anticipated the accommodation will be required. 
 
Plagiarism: The University Senate defines plagiarism as “presenting, whether intentional or not, the 
ideas, expression of ideas or work of others as one‟s own.”  This can include:   
 

 reproducing or paraphrasing portions of someone else‟s published or unpublished material, 
regardless of the source, and presenting these as one‟s own without proper citation or reference to 
the original source; 

 submitting a take-home examination, essay, laboratory report or other assignment written, in 
whole or in part, by someone else; 

 using ideas or direct, verbatim quotations, or paraphrased material, concepts, or ideas without 
appropriate acknowledgment in any academic assignment; 

 using another‟s data or research findings; 

 failing to acknowledge sources through the use of proper citations when using another‟s works 
and/or failing to use quotation marks; 

 handing in "substantially the same piece of work for academic credit more than once without prior 
written permission of the course instructor in which the submission occurs. 
 

Plagiarism is a serious offence which cannot be resolved directly with the course‟s instructor.  The 
Associate Deans of the Faculty conduct a rigorous investigation, including an interview with the 
student, when an instructor suspects a piece of work has been plagiarized.  Penalties are not trivial. 
They include a mark of zero for the plagiarized work or a final grade of "F" for the course.  
 
Oral Examination: At the discretion of the instructor, students may be required to pass a brief oral 
examination on research papers and essays. 
 
Submission and Return of Term Work: Papers must be handed directly to the instructor and will 
not be date-stamped in the departmental office. Late assignments may be submitted to the drop box 
in the corridor outside B640 Loeb. Assignments will be retrieved every business day at 4 p.m., 
stamped with that day's date, and then distributed to the instructor.  For essays not returned in class 
please attach a stamped, self-addressed envelope if you wish to have your assignment returned by 
mail.  Please note that assignments sent via fax or email will not be accepted. Final exams are 
intended solely for the purpose of evaluation and will not be returned. 
 
Approval of final grades: Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor subject to the 
approval of the Faculty Dean. This means that grades submitted by an instructor may be subject to 
revision. No grades are final until they have been approved by the Dean. 
 
Course Requirements: Failure to write the final exam will result in a grade of ABS. FND (Failure 
No Deferred) is assigned when a student's performance is so poor during the term that they cannot 
pass the course even with 100% on the final examination. In such cases, instructors may use this 
notation on the Final Grade Report to indicate that a student has already failed the course due to 



inadequate term work and should not be permitted access to a deferral of the examination. Deferred 
final exams are available ONLY if the student is in good standing in the course. 
 
Connect Email Accounts: All email communication to students from the Department of Political 
Science will be via Connect. Important course and University information is also distributed via the 
Connect email system. It is the student‟s responsibility to monitor their Connect account.  
 
Carleton Political Science Society: The Carleton Political Science Society (CPSS) has made its 
mission to provide a social environment for politically inclined students and faculty. Holding social 
events, debates, and panel discussions, CPSS aims to involve all political science students in the 
after-hours academic life at Carleton University. Our mandate is to arrange social and academic 
activities in order to instill a sense of belonging within the Department and the larger University 
community. Members can benefit through numerous opportunities which will complement both 
academic and social life at Carleton University. To find out more, please email 
carletonpss@gmail.com, visit our website at poliscisociety.com, or come to our office in Loeb D688. 
 
Official Course Outline: The course outline posted to the Political Science website is the official 
course outline. 
 

mailto:carletonpss@gmail.com

