
 

Carleton University        Fall 2011 

Department of Political Science 

 

PSCI 3607 A 

North American Security and Defence Policy 

Wednesday 18:05 - 20:55 

Please confirm location on Carleton Central 

 

 

Instructor:  Adam Goodwin  

Office:   Loeb Building  B645 

Phone:  (613) 520-2600 x 1657 (no voicemail)  

Office Hours:   Wednesday 15:00 – 16:00 

E-mail: agoodwin@connect.carleton.ca 

 
Course Description:  
 

During the Cold War, the orthodox academic understanding of security had been centred 

on the state and military strategy; however, accompanying the dissolution of the Soviet 

Union, scholars widened their gaze to encompass more security actors and issue areas. 

9/11 then spurred widespread policy reformulation to combat salient non-state security 

threats, but at the same time entrenched the state as the primary referent for security. 

Other more critically-oriented branches of security studies arose in the same period to 

challenge the orthodoxy by reconsidering the concept of security in its political, 

economic and social dimensions.  

 

This course aims to introduce to students these critical perspectives on security as they 

relate to North America so that they may improve the theoretical depth of their studies. 

The course will be theory-oriented while covering contemporary issue areas in the North 

American context, such as border security, surveillance, the Arctic, and 

energy/environmental security. Students who take this course should have background 

knowledge in International Relations and feel comfortable reading academic articles.  

 

Course Materials 
 

There is a course pack available at Allegra Print & Image, 1069 Bank Street (613-730-

3000). It contains all readings not available in PDF format downloadable from WebCT.  

 

**All readings are required and should be read before attending lectures.**  

 

Note that the final examination will cover material both in the required readings and 

presented during lectures. 

 

Course Requirements 
 

Critical Reflection Essay  (due October 5)     10% 
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Thematic Essay  (due November 2)     30%     

Empirical Essay  (due November 30)       30%        

Final Exam (to be scheduled during formal exam     30%      

period) 

 

Critical Reflection Essay: This course takes a critical view on the mainstream discourse 

of security from multiple perspectives. Consider your preconceived notions on security 

and compare and/or contrast these with the ideas presented in the readings from Class 2. 

This is a critical personal reflection, so you should elaborate on how these readings have 

affected/or not affected your personal view of security. The essay will be evaluated on 

your understanding of the readings. You will not be graded on whether the readings have 

changed your mind. Essay length should be in the range of 600-800 words. The paper is 

due at the beginning of Class 4. 

 

Thematic Essay: As the readings of this course demonstrate, the meaning of ‗security‘ 

changes across time, space and social status. Select the theme from one (1) of the classes 

of this course and using the required readings for that class as a launching point examine 

the theme further in the available literature. Draw from at least three (3) other academic 

sources as well as at least two (2) primary or other sources to support your argument. 

Essay length should be in the range of 1250-1500 words, in addition to a title page and 

works cited page. The paper is due at the beginning of Class 8.  

 

Empirical Essay: Students are required to examine an issue of their choosing related to 

North American security. Students are encouraged to employ critical theoretical 

perspectives presented in the course to analyze their selected issue. Draw on at least 

three (3) other academic sources as well as at least two (2) primary or other sources to 

support your thesis. Essay length should be in the range of 1500-1800 words, in addition 

to a title page and works cited page. The paper is due at the beginning of Class 12. 

  

 

Final Exam: This will be given during the university‘s formal exam period  (date TBC), 

and will test students‘ understanding of the material covered by the entire course. It will 

consist of five short answer questions and two essay questions and will last for three 

hours. 

 

 

IV  Other Guidelines 

 

WebCT: This course will be supported by the WebCT Course Management System. 

ALL correspondence with the Instructor must be carried out via the WebCT e-mail 

system ONLY.  Resources and supplementary reading will be made available through the 

WebCT site.  Students will be responsible for reading and responding appropriately to all 

Information distributed to students through the WebCT Course page. Information 

provided on this page will be considered to have been provided to all registered students 

within 24 hours of posting. 
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Papers sent by e-mail or facsimile to the Department of Political Science or the instructor 

will not be accepted. Hard copy must be submitted directly to the instructor or via the 

Department of Political Science Drop-Box.  The departmental drop box cut off time is 

4pm.  Any assignments submitted after 4pm will be date stamped for the following 

weekday. 

 

Return of essays: please submit a stamped, self-addressed envelope with your paper 

to facilitate return of marked essays. 

 

Plagiarism and Cheating: It is not acceptable to hand in the same assignment for two or 

more courses. It is an instructional offence to use or pass off as one‘s own idea or product 

which is the work of another without expressly giving credit to that other person.  

Copying another student‘s work is also an instructional offence. Incidents of plagiarism 

and cheating will be referred to the Dean‘s Office for appropriate action. 

 

To obtain credit for this course, students must complete all of the course requirements. 

Failure to complete all of the requirements will result in a failing grade in this course. 

 

Late papers will be downgraded one letter-grade category per day. For example a B+ 

paper, one day late, will receive a B. 

 

V.  Course Schedule   –   Subject to Change 

 

Class 1: Introduction (Sep 14) 

 
(Introduction of course requirements, basic themes and key issues) 

 

Class 2: What is Security? (Sep 21) 

 
Feldman, Shelley; Gayatri A. Menon; Charles Geisler (2011). ―Introduction: A New Politics of 

Containment‖ in ibid. (eds.). Accumulating Insecurity: Violence and Dispossession in the Making of 

Everyday Life. Athens: University of Georgia Press.  

 

Cowen, Deborah and Emily Gilbert (2007). ―The Politics of War, Citizenship, Territory‖ in ibid. (eds.). 

War, Citizenship, Territory. New York: Routledge. 

 

de Genova, Nicholas (2011). ―Spectacle of Terror, Spectacle of Security‖ in Feldman, Shelley; Gayatri A. 

Menon; Charles Geisler (eds.). Accumulating Insecurity: Violence and Dispossession in the Making of 

Everyday Life. Athens: University of Georgia Press.  
 

Class 3: (Counter)Terror (Sep 28) 

 
Graham, Stephen (2007). ―Imagining Urban Warfare: Urbanization and U.S. Military Technoscience‖ in 

Cowen, Deborah and Emily Gilbert (eds.). War, Citizenship, Territory. New York: Routledge. 

 

Gilmore, Jonathan (2011). ―A kinder, gentler counter-terrorism: Counterinsurgency, human security and 

the War on Terror‖. Security Dialogue. 42(1): 21-37. [PDF] 

 

Class 4: The Role of the State (Oct 5) (Critical Reflection Essays Due) 
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Passavant, Paul (2005). ―The Strong Neo-Liberal State: Crime, Consumption, Governance‖ Theory & 

Event, 8-3. [PDF]  

 

Farish, Matthew (2007). ―Panic, Civility, and the Homeland‖ in Cowen, Deborah and  

Emily Gilbert (eds.). War, Citizenship, Territory. New York: Routledge.  

   

Class 5: Surveillance (Oct 12) 

 
Feldman, Shelley (2011). ―Surveillance and Securitization: The New Politics of Social Reproduction‖ in 

Feldman, Shelley; Gayatri A. Menon; Charles Geisler (eds.). Accumulating Insecurity: Violence and 

Dispossession in the Making of Everyday Life. Athens: University of Georgia Press. 

 

Bell, Colleen (2006). ―Surveillance Strategies and Populations at Risk: Biopolitical Governance in 

Canada‘s National Security Policy‖. Security Dialogue. 37(2): 147-165. [PDF] 

 

Class 6: Borders (Oct 19)   

 
Correa, Elaine (2011). ―Borderlands: Risky Spaces or Safe Places? ‗Real and Imaginary‘ Borders—

(Re)Framing Identity and Privilege‖ in Morales, Isidro (ed.). National Solutions to Trans-Border 

Problems? The Governance of Security and Risk in a Post-NAFTA North America. Surrey: Ashgate.  

 

Aiken, Sharryn J. (2007). ―Risking Rights: An Assessment of Canadian Border Security Policies‖ in 

Grinspun, Ricardo and Yasmine Shamsie (eds.). Whose Canada? Continental Integration, Fortress North 

America and the Corporate Agenda. Montreal: McGill-Queen‘s University Press.  

 

Piché, Geneviève (2010). ―Securitizing the US-Canada Border: Understanding the (De)Securitization 

Process in American Political Discourse‖ in Kumar, Abhinava and Derek Maisonville (eds.). Security 

Beyond the Discipline: Emerging Dialogues on Global Politics—Selected Proceedings of the Sixteenth 

Annual Conference of the York Centre for International and Security Studies. Toronto: York Centre for 

International and Security Studies. [PDF] 

 

Class 7: US Influence on Canada (Oct 26) 

 
Staples, Steven (2007). ―Fortress North America: The Drive towards Military and Security Integration and 

Its Impact on Canadian Democratic Sovereignty‖ in Grinspun, Ricardo and Yasmine Shamsie (eds.). 

Whose Canada? Continental Integration, Fortress North America and the Corporate Agenda. Montreal: 

McGill-Queen‘s University Press. 

 

Clarkson, Stephen and Maria Banda (2007). ―Paradigm Shift or Paradigm Twist? The Impact of the Bush 

Doctrine on Canada‘s International Position‖ in Grinspun, Ricardo and Yasmine Shamsie (eds.). Whose 

Canada? Continental Integration, Fortress North America and the Corporate Agenda. Montreal: McGill-

Queen‘s University Press. 

 

Class 8: The SPP (Nov 2)   (Review Essays Due) 
 

Gilbert, Emily (2007). ―Leaky Borders and Solid Citizens: Governing Security, Prosperity and Quality of 

Life in a North American Partnership‖. Antipode. 39(1): 77-98. [PDF] 

 

Oka, Cynthia Dewi and Alison J. Ayers (2010). ―At the Gates of Fortress North America: Race-ing the SPP 

and Its Political Subject‖. Studies in Political Economy. 86(Autumn). [PDF] 
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Grondin, David and Miguel de Larrinaga (2009). ―Securing prosperity or making securitization prosper? 

The security and prosperity partnership as North American biopolitical governance‖. International Journal. 

Summer 2009. [PDF] 

 

Class 9: Energy, Environment and Security (Nov 9)     

 
Mulligan, Shane (2010). ―Energy, Environment, and Security: Critical Links in a Post-Peak World‖. Global 

Environmental Politics. 10(4): 79-100. [PDF]  

 

Pratt, Larry (2007). ―Pipelines and Pipe Dreams: Energy and Continental Security‖ in Grinspun, Ricardo 

and Yasmine Shamsie (eds.). Whose Canada? Continental Integration, Fortress North America and the 

Corporate Agenda. Montreal: McGill-Queen‘s University Press. 

 

Class 10: The Arctic (Nov 16) 

 
Abele, Frances and Thierry Rodon (2007). ―Inuit Diplomacy in the Global Era: The Strengths of 

Multilateral Institutionalism‖. Canadian Foreign Policy. 13(3): 45-63. [PDF] 

 

Ebinger, Charles K. and Evie Zambetakis (2009). ―The geopolitics of Arctic melt‖. International Affairs. 

85(6): 1215-1232. [PDF] 

 

Crowe, Lori A. (2009). ―Resisting the Re-Production of Militarized Violence and Hegemonic Ontologies in 

Canada‘s North‖ in Ayyash, Mark and Chris Hendershot (eds.). Violent Interventions: Selected 

Proceedings of the Fifteenth Annual Conference of the York Centre for International and Security Studies. 

Toronto: York Centre for International and Security Studies. 57-80. [PDF]     
 

Class 11: The Security Certificate (Nov 23) 

 
Larsen, Mike (2009). ―Governing Non-Citizens as Security Threats: Canada‘s Security Certificate Regime‖ 

in Ayyash, Mark and Chris Hendershot (eds.). Violent Interventions: Selected Proceedings of the Fifteenth 

Annual Conference of the York Centre for International and Security Studies. Toronto: York Centre for 

International and Security Studies. 21-38. [PDF] 

 

Bell, Colleen (2006). ―Subject to Exception: Security Certificates, National Security and Canada‘s Role in 

the ‗War on Terror‘‖. Canadian Journal of Law and Society. 21(1): 63-83. [PDF] 

 

Class 12: Conclusions (Nov 30)    (Empirical Essays Due) 
 

(Review of basic themes and key issues) 

 

 

 
Academic Accommodations 
 
For students with Disabilities: Students with disabilities requiring academic accommodations in 
this course must register with the Paul Menton Centre for Students with Disabilities (500 
University Centre) for a formal evaluation of disability-related needs. Registered PMC students 
are required to contact the centre (613-520-6608) every term to ensure that the instructor 
receives your request for accommodation. After registering with the PMC, make an appointment 
to meet with the instructor in order to discuss your needs at least two weeks before the first 
assignment is due or the first in-class test/midterm requiring accommodations. If you 
require accommodation for your formally scheduled exam(s) in this course, please submit your 
request for accommodation to PMC by November 11, 2011 for December examinations. 
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For Religious Observance: Students requesting accommodation for religious observances 
should apply in writing to their instructor for alternate dates and/or means of satisfying academic 
requirements. Such requests should be made during the first two weeks of class, or as soon as 
possible after the need for accommodation is known to exist, but no later than two weeks before 
the compulsory academic event. Accommodation is to be worked out directly and on an individual 
basis between the student and the instructor(s) involved. Instructors will make accommodations 
in a way that avoids academic disadvantage to the student. Instructors and students may contact 
an Equity Services Advisor for assistance (www.carleton.ca/equity). 
 
For Pregnancy: Pregnant students requiring academic accommodations are encouraged to 
contact an Equity Advisor in Equity Services to complete a letter of accommodation. Then, make 
an appointment to discuss your needs with the instructor at least two weeks prior to the first 
academic event in which it is anticipated the accommodation will be required. 
 
Plagiarism: The University Senate defines plagiarism as “presenting, whether intentional or not, 
the ideas, expression of ideas or work of others as one’s own.”  This can include:   
 

 reproducing or paraphrasing portions of someone else’s published or unpublished material, 
regardless of the source, and presenting these as one’s own without proper citation or reference 
to the original source; 

 submitting a take-home examination, essay, laboratory report or other assignment written, in 
whole or in part, by someone else; 

 using ideas or direct, verbatim quotations, or paraphrased material, concepts, or ideas without 
appropriate acknowledgment in any academic assignment; 

 using another’s data or research findings; 

 failing to acknowledge sources through the use of proper citations when using another’s works 
and/or failing to use quotation marks; 

 handing in "substantially the same piece of work for academic credit more than once without 
prior written permission of the course instructor in which the submission occurs. 
 

Plagiarism is a serious offence which cannot be resolved directly with the course’s instructor.  
The Associate Deans of the Faculty conduct a rigorous investigation, including an interview with 
the student, when an instructor suspects a piece of work has been plagiarized.  Penalties are not 
trivial. They include a mark of zero for the plagiarized work or a final grade of "F" for the course.  
 
Oral Examination: At the discretion of the instructor, students may be required to pass a brief 
oral examination on research papers and essays. 
 
Submission and Return of Term Work: Papers must be handed directly to the instructor and 
will not be date-stamped in the departmental office. Late assignments may be submitted to the 
drop box in the corridor outside B640 Loeb. Assignments will be retrieved every business day at 4 
p.m., stamped with that day's date, and then distributed to the instructor.  For essays not returned 
in class please attach a stamped, self-addressed envelope if you wish to have your assignment 
returned by mail.  Please note that assignments sent via fax or email will not be accepted. Final 
exams are intended solely for the purpose of evaluation and will not be returned. 
 
Approval of final grades: Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor subject to 
the approval of the Faculty Dean. This means that grades submitted by an instructor may be 
subject to revision. No grades are final until they have been approved by the Dean. 
 
Course Requirements: Failure to write the final exam will result in a grade of ABS. FND (Failure 
No Deferred) is assigned when a student's performance is so poor during the term that they 
cannot pass the course even with 100% on the final examination. In such cases, instructors may 
use this notation on the Final Grade Report to indicate that a student has already failed the 
course due to inadequate term work and should not be permitted access to a deferral of the 
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examination. Deferred final exams are available ONLY if the student is in good standing in the 
course. 
 
Connect Email Accounts: All email communication to students from the Department of Political 
Science will be via Connect. Important course and University information is also distributed via 
the Connect email system. It is the student’s responsibility to monitor their Connect account.  
 
Carleton Political Science Society: The Carleton Political Science Society (CPSS) has made its 
mission to provide a social environment for politically inclined students and faculty. Holding social 
events, debates, and panel discussions, CPSS aims to involve all political science students in the 
after-hours academic life at Carleton University. Our mandate is to arrange social and academic 
activities in order to instill a sense of belonging within the Department and the larger University 
community. Members can benefit through numerous opportunities which will complement both 
academic and social life at Carleton University. To find out more, please email 
carletonpss@gmail.com, visit our website at poliscisociety.com, or come to our office in Loeb 
D688. 
 
Official Course Outline: The course outline posted to the Political Science website is the official 
course outline. 
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