
 

Carleton University        Winter 2010 

Department of Political Science 

 

PSCI 3607 B 

North American Security and Defence Policy 

Tuesday 8:35 am – 11:25 am 

Please confirm location on Carleton Central 

 

 

Instructor:  Adam Goodwin  

Office:   Loeb Building B643 

Phone:  (613) 520-2600 x 3214 (no voicemail)  

Office Hours:  Tuesday 11:45 am – 12:45 pm           

E-mail: Adam_goodwin@connect.carleton.ca 

 
Course Description:  
 

The term „security‟ denotes a seemingly simple concept; however, the political, economic 

and social implications of defining security are immense. Security studies as a field has 

been previously characterized by „statism, strategizing, and stability‟ (Booth 2005), 

especially in the North American context. Strategic security studies has been the 

dominant paradigm of security studies since it gained scientific legitimacy during the 

Cold War. The theoretical tradition of Realism in International Relations Theory has also 

nurtured strategic security studies by giving it a theoretical foundation and intellectual 

purchase.  

 

However, the end of the Cold War brought various other non-state-centric perspectives 

into the fold. This not only includes human security within the liberal tradition, but also 

various other theories critical of the established order, such as poststructuralism, neo-

Marxism and feminism. These new perspectives assailed the state-centric and status quo 

premises of security by demonstrating that „security‟ remains an inherently contested and 

context-dependent term.  

 

This course aims to capture some of those other „new‟ perspectives on security to give 

students access to a broader theoretical range. The course aims to emphasize the 

importance of critical thinking in security studies in particular, and political science in 

general.  Students who take this course should have background knowledge in 

International Relations and feel comfortable reading academic articles.  

 

Course Materials 
 

There is a course pack available at Allegra Print & Image, 1069 Bank Street (613-730-

3000). It contains all readings not available in PDF format downloadable from WebCT.  
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Materials marked with an asterisk (*) are required readings. Required readings should be 

read before attending lectures. Other readings are recommended for those students who 

wish to broaden their knowledge.   

 

Note that the final examination will cover material both in the required readings and 

presented during lectures. 

 

Course Requirements 
 

Critical Reflection Essay  (due January 26)     10% 

Review Essay  (due February 27)      30%     

Empirical Essay  (due March 30)       30%        

Final Exam (to be scheduled during formal exam     30%      

period) 

 

Critical Reflection Essay: This course introduces different representations of security. 

Consider your personal beliefs on security and draw on the readings from Lecture 2 and 

the required supplemental readings listed below to scrutinize your own perspective on 

the concept of security. This is a critical personal reflection, so you should elaborate on 

how these readings affect your personal view of security. The essay will be evaluated on 

your understanding of the readings, and not on how these critical perspectives compare 

against your own opinion. Essay length should be in the range of 600-800 words. The 

paper is due at the beginning of class January 26. 

 

Required Supplemental Readings 

 

Fierke, K. M. (2007). “Chapter 1: Defintions and Redefinitions” in Critical Approaches 

to International Security. Malden: Polity Press.  

 

Booth, Ken (2005). “Chapter 1: Critical Exploration” in Ken Booth, ed. Critical Security 

Studies and World Politics. Boulder: Lynne Rienner Publishers. 

 

Smith, Steve (2005). “Chapter 2: The Contested Concept of Security” in Ken Booth, ed. 

Critical Security Studies and World Politics. Boulder: Lynne Rienner Publishers. 

 

Review Essay: As the readings of this course demonstrate, the concept of „security‟ is 

contested. Keeping this theme in mind, select the readings from any one (1) lecture of the 

course, then compare and contrast them. Identify the cross-cutting themes and/or 

divergent approaches to understanding security within each reading. Explore the 

strengths and weaknesses of these themes and/or approaches, and draw from at least two 

(2) other academic sources as well as at least two (2) primary or other sources to support 

your argument. Essay length should be in the range of 1250-1500 words, in addition to a 

title page and works cited page. The paper is due at the beginning of class February 27.  

 

Empirical Essay: Students are required to examine a historical or contemporary issue 

related to North American security and/or defence. Take one of the approaches learned 

from the course readings and apply it to understand your selected issue. Draw on at least 



3 

 

three (3) other academic sources as well as at least two (2) primary or other sources to 

support your thesis. Essay length should be in the range of 1500-1800 words, in addition 

to a title page and works cited page. The paper is due at the beginning of class March 30. 

  

 

Final Exam: This will be given during the university‟s formal exam period  (date TBC), 

and will test students‟ understanding of the material covered by the entire course. It will 

consist of five short answer questions and two essay questions and will last for three 

hours. 

 

 

IV  Other Guidelines 

 

WebCT: This course will be supported by the WebCT Course Management System. 

ALL correspondence with the Instructor must be carried out via the WebCT e-mail 

system ONLY.  Resources and supplementary reading will be made available through the 

WebCT site.  Students will be responsible for reading and responding appropriately to all 

Information distributed to students through the WebCT Course page. Information 

provided on this page will be considered to have been provided to all registered students 

within 24 hours of posting. 

 

Papers sent by e-mail or facsimile to the Department of Political Science or the instructor 

will not be accepted. Hard copy must be submitted directly to the instructor or via the 

Department of Political Science Drop-Box.  The departmental drop box cut off time is 

4pm.  Any assignments submitted after 4pm will be date stamped for the following 

weekday. 

 

Return of essays: please submit a stamped, self-addressed envelope with your paper 

to facilitate return of marked essays. 

 

Plagiarism and Cheating: It is not acceptable to hand in the same assignment for two or 

more courses. It is an instructional offence to use or pass off as one‟s own idea or product 

which is the work of another without expressly giving credit to that other person.  

Copying another student‟s work is also an instructional offence. Incidents of plagiarism 

and cheating will be referred to the Dean‟s Office for appropriate action. 

 

To obtain credit for this course, students must complete all of the course requirements. 

Failure to complete all of the requirements will result in a failing grade in this course. 

 

Late papers will be downgraded one letter-grade category per day. For example a B+ 

paper, one day late, will receive a B. 

 

 

 

 

V.  Course Schedule   –   Subject to Change 
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Lecture 1 January 5 

Introduction to the Course and Basic Themes: Reading Security and Defence 

 

Lecture 2 January 12 

Understandings of Security  

 
(*) Chapter 1: Introduction in Buzan, Barry, Ole Waever and Jaap de Wilde (1998), Security: A New 

Framework for Analysis. Boulder: Lynne Rienner. 

 

(*) Baldwin, David (1997), “The Concept of Security”, Review of International Studies 23, 1. [PDF] 

 

Lecture 3 January 19 

Contextualizing North American Security and Defence: Strategy and Sovereignty 
 

(*) Biddle, Tami Davis (2007) “4. Shield and Sword: U.S. Strategic Forces and Doctrine Since 1945” in 

Andrew J. Bacevich, ed. The Long War: A New History of U.S. National Security Policy Since World War 

II. New York: Columbia University Press.  

(*) Thibault, Tracy (2009). “The Security and Prosperity Partnership: Will Canada Gain Security and 

Prosperity at the Expense of Sovereignty and Will it Ultimately Lead to the Militarization of Canada?”. 

Canadian Military Journal. 10, 1. (pp. 23-28). [PDF] 

(*) Hristoulas, Athanasios and Stephane Roussel (2008). “Chapter 17: North American Security and 

Foreign Policy: Does a Trilateral Community Exist?” in Abu-Laden, Yasmeen, Radha Jhappan, and 

François Rocher. Politics in North America: Redefining Continental Relations. Peterborough: Broadview 

Press. 

 

Lecture 4  January 26   (Critical Reflection Essays Due) 

Environment, Violence and Empire 

 
(*) Dalby, Simon (2004). “Ecological Politics, Violence, and the Theme of Empire”. Global Environmental 

Politics 4:2, May.  [PDF] 

 

(*) David Campbell, “The Biopolitics of Security: Oil, empire, and the Sports Utility Vehicle,” American 

Quarterly 57, No. 3, (September 2005): 943-972. [PDF] 

 

Lecture 5 February 2 

Identity and Security 

 
(*) Cowen, Deborah (2005). “Welfare Warriors: Towards a Genealogy of the Soldier Citizen in Canada”.  

Antipode (pp. 654-678). [PDF] 

 

(*) Campbell, David (1998). “Introduction” and “Chapter 1” in Writing Security: US Foreign Policy and 

the Politics of Identity, Minneapolis: UMinn Press, 2
nd

 edition. 

 

Lecture 6 February 9 

Genderizing Security, Securitizing Gender: Feminist Understandings of Security and 

Defence 

 
(*) Whitworth, Sandra (2005). “Militarized Masculinities and the Politics of Peacekeeping” in Ken Booth, 

ed. Critical Security Studies and World Politics. Boulder: Lynne Rienner Publishers. [PDF] 
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(*) Tickner, J. Ann (1992). “Chapter 2: Man, the State, and War: Gendered Perspectives on National 

Security” in Gender in International Relations: Feminist Perspectives on Achieving Global Security. New 

York: Columbia University Press. 

 

(*) Cohn, Carol (1987). “Sex and Death in the Rational World of Defense Intellectuals”. Signs. 12, 4. 

[PDF] 

 

Winter Break – Feb 16 
 

Lecture 7 February 23    (Review Essays Due) 

Security and Territory: Borders and People 

 
(*) Gabriel, Christina and Laura Macdonald (2008). “Chapter 16: From the 49

th
 Parallel to the Rio Grande: 

US Homeland Security and North American Borders” in Abu-Laden, Yasmeen, Radha Jhappan, and 

François Rocher. Politics in North America: Redefining Continental Relations. Peterborough: Broadview 

Press. 

 

(*) Salter, Mark B. (2009). “6. Canadian Border Policy as Foreign Policy: Security, Policing, Management” 

in Canadian Foreign Policy in Critical Perspectives, J. Marshall Beier and Lana Wylie eds., Oxford, 

Oxford University Press. 

 

Lecture 8 March 2  

Terrorism and Security 
 

(*) Rasmussen, Mikkel Vedby (2004). “„It Sounds Like a Riddle‟: Security Studies, the War on *Terror 

and Risk”. Millennium: Journal of International Studies. 33, 2. [PDF] 

 

(*) Matthew, Richard and George Shambaugh (2005). “The Limits of Terrorism: A Network Perspective” 

International Studies Review 7, 4. [PDF] 

 

Lecture 9 March 9    

Surveillance and Intelligence 

 
(*) Haggerty, Kevin et Ericson, Richard (2000). “The Surveillant Assemblage”. British Journal of 

Sociology 51, 4. [PDF] 

 

(*) Prados, John (2007). “7. Intelligence for Empire”. in Andrew J. Bacevich, ed. The Long War: A New 

History of U.S. National Security Policy Since World War II. New York: Columbia University Press. 

 

Lecture 10 March 16     

NORAD and Missile Defence  
 

(*) Denholm Crosby, Ann (1997). “A Middle-Power Military in Alliance: Canada and NORAD”. Journal 

of Peace Research. 34, 1. (pp. 37-52). [PDF] 

 

(*) Johnson, Bruce A. Lieutenant Colonel (2005). “Shifts in the North American Security Landscape”. 

North American Security: America’s Response, Canada’s Role. Centre for International Relations, Queen‟s 

University. [PDF] 

 

Lecture 11 March 23      

The Political Economy of Defence: The Case of the Military-Industrial Complex 
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(*) Roland, Alex (2007). “8. The Military-Industrial Complex: Lobby and Trope” in Andrew J. Bacevich, 

ed. The Long War: A New History of U.S. National Security Policy Since World War II. New York: 

Columbia University Press. 

 

(*) Melman, Seymour (1970). “Introduction” and “Chapter 1” in Pentagon Capitalism: The Political 

Economy of War”. New York: McGraw-Hill.  

 

Lecture 12 March 30    (Empirical Essays Due) 

Review of basic themes and key issues 

What has this contextualization of security given us? 

 

 
Academic Accommodations 
 
For students with Disabilities: Students with disabilities requiring academic accommodations in 
this course must register with the Paul Menton Centre for Students with Disabilities (500 
University Centre) for a formal evaluation of disability-related needs. Registered PMC students 
are required to contact the centre (613-520-6608) every term to ensure that the instructor 
receives your request for accommodation. After registering with the PMC, make an appointment 
to meet with the instructor in order to discuss your needs at least two weeks before the first 
assignment is due or the first in-class test/midterm requiring accommodations. If you 
require accommodation for your formally scheduled exam(s) in this course, please submit your 
request for accommodation to PMC by November 16, 2009 for December examinations and 
March 12, 2010 for April examinations. 
 
For Religious Observance: Students requesting accommodation for religious observances 
should apply in writing to their instructor for alternate dates and/or means of satisfying academic 
requirements. Such requests should be made during the first two weeks of class, or as soon as 
possible after the need for accommodation is known to exist, but no later than two weeks before 
the compulsory academic event. Accommodation is to be worked out directly and on an individual 
basis between the student and the instructor(s) involved. Instructors will make accommodations 
in a way that avoids academic disadvantage to the student. Instructors and students may contact 
an Equity Services Advisor for assistance (www.carleton.ca/equity). 
 
For Pregnancy: Pregnant students requiring academic accommodations are encouraged to 
contact an Equity Advisor in Equity Services to complete a letter of accommodation. Then, make 
an appointment to discuss your needs with the instructor at least two weeks prior to the first 
academic event in which it is anticipated the accommodation will be required. 
 
Plagiarism: The University Senate defines plagiarism as “presenting, whether intentional or not, 
the ideas, expression of ideas or work of others as one’s own.”  This can include:   
 

 reproducing or paraphrasing portions of someone else’s published or unpublished material, 
regardless of the source, and presenting these as one’s own without proper citation or reference 
to the original source; 

 submitting a take-home examination, essay, laboratory report or other assignment written, in 
whole or in part, by someone else; 

 using ideas or direct, verbatim quotations, or paraphrased material, concepts, or ideas without 
appropriate acknowledgment in any academic assignment; 

 using another’s data or research findings; 

 failing to acknowledge sources through the use of proper citations when using another’s works 
and/or failing to use quotation marks; 

 handing in "substantially the same piece of work for academic credit more than once without 
prior written permission of the course instructor in which the submission occurs. 
 



7 

 

Plagiarism is a serious offence which cannot be resolved directly with the course’s instructor.  
The Associate Deans of the Faculty conduct a rigorous investigation, including an interview with 
the student, when an instructor suspects a piece of work has been plagiarized.  Penalties are not 
trivial. They include a mark of zero for the plagiarized work or a final grade of "F" for the course.  
 
Oral Examination: At the discretion of the instructor, students may be required to pass a brief 
oral examination on research papers and essays. 
 
Submission and Return of Term Work: Papers must be handed directly to the instructor and 
will not be date-stamped in the departmental office. Late assignments may be submitted to the 
drop box in the corridor outside B640 Loeb. Assignments will be retrieved every business day at 4 
p.m., stamped with that day's date, and then distributed to the instructor.  For essays not returned 
in class please attach a stamped, self-addressed envelope if you wish to have your assignment 
returned by mail.  Please note that assignments sent via fax or email will not be accepted. Final 
exams are intended solely for the purpose of evaluation and will not be returned. 
 
Approval of final grades: Standing in a course is determined by the course instructor subject to 
the approval of the Faculty Dean. This means that grades submitted by an instructor may be 
subject to revision. No grades are final until they have been approved by the Dean. 
 
Course Requirements: Failure to write the final exam will result in a grade of ABS. FND (Failure 
No Deferred) is assigned when a student's performance is so poor during the term that they 
cannot pass the course even with 100% on the final examination. In such cases, instructors may 
use this notation on the Final Grade Report to indicate that a student has already failed the 
course due to inadequate term work and should not be permitted access to a deferral of the 
examination. Deferred final exams are available ONLY if the student is in good standing in the 
course. 
 
Connect Email Accounts: All email communication to students from the Department of Political 
Science will be via Connect. Important course and University information is also distributed via 
the Connect email system. It is the student’s responsibility to monitor their Connect account.  
 
Carleton Political Science Society: The Carleton Political Science Society (CPSS) has made its 
mission to provide a social environment for politically inclined students and faculty. Holding social 
events, debates, and panel discussions, CPSS aims to involve all political science students in the 
after-hours academic life at Carleton University. Our mandate is to arrange social and academic 
activities in order to instill a sense of belonging within the Department and the larger University 
community. Members can benefit through numerous opportunities which will complement both 
academic and social life at Carleton University. To find out more, please email 
carletonpss@gmail.com, visit our website at poliscisociety.com, or come to our office in Loeb 
D688. 
 
Official Course Outline: The course outline posted to the Political Science website is the official 
course outline. 
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